St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church,
Maison Dieu Road, Dover
We love our church and the presence its dramatic
architecture adds to the town but we want to do more..

We would like to introduce you to our plans for a new
community hall and apartments in the heart of Dover.

St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church,
Maison Dieu Road, Dover. Site as existing
St Paul’s Church, is a striking and important part of Dover’s culture in many
ways. Dover's Homeless Centre started in our buildings and used them as a
base for three years. We are part of the Winter Night Shelter group of
churches, have links with the ‘Street Pastors’ and are the base for Dover’s
St. Vincent de Paul Society, who all help people of all ages, regardless of
their beliefs. This is in addition to nurturing and supporting the Catholic
faith in both Dover and Aylesham.

Existing Hall and Out-buildings
The church hall is long and narrow and tucked away at the back with no
easy access. The roof, brickwork and floor all need renovation just to
survive but it will forever remain long and narrow and hidden away at the
back. This is a positive and vibrant parish which has much to offer and can
support the wider society in so many ways, but only with a meeting space
that is big enough and in the right place.
Site plan as existing. The long narrow hall used to be a Victorian school
room. The derelict out-buildings were old school toilets and right in the
middle of the site squats the old school bomb shelter.

We are proposing a good sized, well proportioned hall with excellent
facilities –with good access that will allow a wide variety of activities to
take place.

St. Paul’s Church
Proposed Site Plan
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St Paul’s Church

Some ideas on how the hall might be used
•
•

•

•

•

•

The Present Hall (Capacity 72 Seated) is used for
Children’s Liturgy before Mass and for Coffee after on Sunday Mornings, for small
parish socials, for receptions after baptisms, small weddings and funerals. It hosts
an AA Meeting on Friday Evenings and Scouts, Cubs and Beavers on Mondays. It is
used every other week by our Youth Group, by our Women’s Guild for their monthly
meetings and socials, by The Priory Quilters Sewing Group, by Group Soundwaves
Choir, (formerly the P & O Choir under Gareth Malone) and by a small local
orchestra, White Cliffs Symphonic Winds, for rehearsals.
Due to lack of wheelchair access we frequently have to say no to requests from the
local authorities and others who would like to use our hall for small public meetings
or advice and counselling sessions. Many minds, including those of all kinds of
experts, have looked at the problem posed by five steps, which could only be
replaced by a ramp as long as the hall.
We have done a lot of research and identified a need for a venue that could be used
by Mothers & Toddlers Groups. Pilates, Yoga & Karate classes, by Weight Watchers
and for money raising Coffee Mornings for National charities and other similar
activities. The young residents of our area could do with a venue suitable for Ballet,
Dance and classes, where they could learn and that was large enough for them to
then perform. There is no doubt there is a real need for somewhere to serve the
needs of local people that has good disabled access.
When the pandemic is more behind us we plan to reactivate our plans to establish
with ‘The Apostleship of the Sea’ a day centre, similar to their one in Southampton,
staffed by volunteer ex mariners, for crew members from cruise ships whose turn it
is to go ashore for the day when their ships tie up at one of Dover’s Cruise
Terminals.
On this the Eastern Side of Dover there is both a need and an opportunity to
develop something that is functioning well for a church community into something
that would serve the local community in ways that are both needed and would be
to everyone’s advantage.

Four different layouts to explore the hall’s capacity

Capacity – 170 seats for drama (largish stage)
190 seats for a talk (small stage)
85 seats for wedding reception
200 people with most standing

St. Paul’s Church
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St. Paul’s Church
Proposed new hall & Apartments

St. Paul’s Church
Development of site facing Harold Street
We hope to develop the rear part of the site, in co-ordination with the Outreach Centre, to build a small apartment building. This
might hold a dozen, good quality apartments which will become home for those well on the way back to a fruitful life, as part of
the community. The idea is that St. Paul’s congregation will seek ways to engage with and befriend their new neighbours and
support them along the journey

Apartment building facing towards the new hall

Aerial view of whole development

Existing Harold Street presentation

Proposed Harold Street presentation

St. Paul’s - Apartment Building
Proposed Site Plan

Next steps
How is the Apartment Building going to be financed?
•
•

Neither the Parish nor the Diocese will be funding the apartment building. Outside investment will be required to
bring this to fruition although the land will still be owned by the Diocese.
It is envisaged that income from the rents will be used to cover running costs and if necessary, pay back the debt
but that eventually the apartments should contribute to the income for St. Paul’s.

How is the HALL going to be financed?
•
•

There is some legacy money but we intend to apply for a grant from – probably- the National Lottery.
There may well be support available from many different institutions who would see this as beneficial to
Dover as a whole

So what’s next? We need your input / feedback
Some 50 people have contributed to the development of the ideas so far but we need your help.
We need your comments and views to back up and develop what has been proposed so far. Please tell us:•
What benefits do you think the proposed hall could deliver to the parish and to the wider community?
•
Do you support the potential uses proposed so far?
•
Do you think it would be good / helpful for you?
•
Do you think this hall offers something unique for Dover?
•
Is there something else you think would be worth adding to the mix?
•
Is there anything you have a problem with or would like to know more about?
•
Do you have any other comments?

Please email dover@rcaos.org.uk or write to
The Parish of The Good Shepherd, 103 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT16 1RU with your views

