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Sunday 25th February 2024  
 The Second Sunday of Lent (Mass Book page 155 ) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FATHER ANDREW BISHOP WHO WAS ORDAINED TO THE SACRED 
PRIESTHOOD LAST FRIDAY; 23RD FEBRUARY, 2024 

TU EST SACERDOS IN AETERNUM! 
 

PRIEST’S CORNER: What a blessing for our Parish to welcome the gift of a new Priest among us! It is the 
Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our sight. We congratulate our brother and friend; Rev. Fr. Andrew Bishop 

and we express our sincere love 
and prayers to him as he begins 
his priestly Ministry. 
Congratulations to all the people 
of the Parish who have journeyed 
with Fr. Andrew since the start of 
his priestly training, thank you 
and Congratulations to us all.  I 
really want to thank Fr. Jeff who 
mentored Fr. Andrew and 
supported him from the Start.  I 
am grateful to His Grace, Most. 

Rev. John Wilson, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Southwark who 
accepted to travel all the way to Dover to Ordain Fr. Andrew. We are 
blessed and grateful. I want to thank all people helping and serving 
for Fr. Andrew’s Ordination, the First Mass in both St. Paul’s and St. 
Finbarr’s; all our teams in the kitchen, teas and coffees, hall 
arrangements and decorations, the flower ladies, Church cleanings, 
the combined Choir from both Churches, the altar servers and 
readers, my team at the secretariat, the photography and all who are 
not mentioned here. Thank you and May the Lord bless and reward 
all your generosity.  

 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS  
In today's Gospel of Mark, Jesus’ bodily form in which He will suffer and die changes to His glorified form in 
which He would rise from the dead. A wonderful place to be. God grants to us, in many different ways, glimpses 
of His amazing joy and blessings. A wonderful place to be. We lose sight of these blessed moments when other 
priorities become barriers that prevent us from listening, and realising that we are furthering ourselves from them. 
The absolute love of God is telling us in Jesus that He wants us to come back and stay with Him. Go to Him in 
His beautiful sacrament, and communicate those barriers; He will flood you with forgiveness and healing. God 
will never turn us away from His grace of eternal blessing.  
 

We all need “mountain-top experiences” in our lives: We share the “mountain-top experience” of Peter, James 
and John when we spend extra time in prayer during Lent.  Fasting for one day will help the body to store up 
spiritual energy.  This spiritual energy can help us have thoughts that are far higher and nobler than our usual 
mundane thinking.  The hunger we experience puts us more closely in touch with God and makes us more willing 
to help the hungry.  The crosses of our daily lives also can lead us to the glory of transfiguration and resurrection. 
 

WELCOME TO A NEW ASSISTANT PRIEST IN DOVER: Another blessing for us in 
Dover! I wish to announce to you the arrival of REV. FR. GODWIN ALKALI, CSSp. Fr. 
Godwin was Ordained on the 28th of July, 2008 in Nigeria as a member of the Holy Ghost 
Fathers; (Spiritans). He has served in various capacities in North Eastern Nigeria; as an Assistant 
Parish Priest, Youth Chaplain and a dynamic School principal. Fr. Godwin will arrive in Dover 
by the weekend to assist Fr. Leo and Fr. Jamie. We are blessed for the gift of Fr. Godwin and 
we pray for him as he joins our Parish for ministry soon. Fr. Leo.  
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THE FIRST THANKSGIVING MASS of Fr. Andrew is Saturday 24th February 6pm at St. Paul’s with a 
Reception in the Parish Hall immediately after Mass for all the people of St Paul’s. PLEASE BRING SOME 
FOOD TO SHARE. 
 

Fr. Andrew’s first Thanksgiving Mass at St. Finbarr’s 11:15am this Sunday 25th February followed by a 
reception at St. Finbarr’s. PLEASE BRING SOME FOOD TO SHARE.  
 

OUR PARISH, OUR NEEDS, OUR RESPONSIBILITY – PLANNED GIVING DRIVE: 

Next weekend we launch our Stewardship Renewal. Over the coming 

weeks we ask all parishioners to prayerfully reflect on their commitment to 

our parish. As a parish and as individuals, we have been blessed with many 

varied gifts. Biblical Stewardship calls us to share our gifts of time, talent and 

financial blessings with our parish community and our world. These gifts 

come from God, so let us strive to return a sacrificial, not token, portion to 

Him. God Bless.  Fr Leo. 

‘As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards 

of God’s varied Grace’ - 1 Peter 4:10.  
  

A PRAYER FOR OUR PLANNED GIVING DRIVE 

St Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9: 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,  

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

Each of us should give what we have decided in our hearts to give,  

not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to make all grace abound in us, so that in all things, at all times,  

having all you need, we shall abound in every good work. 
 

THE MUSTARD SEEDS ARE BACK – St Paul’s. We are beginning to make plans for a Mother's Day service 
on Sunday 10th March at the 9:15 Mass.  If there are any children who don't normally join us and would like to 
take part in the service, please come along to Mustard Seeds next Sunday. The children will also have the 
opportunity to make Mum a gift next week too.  Laura, Maria & Jan. 
 

ALPHA YOUTH SERIES AT ST PAUL’S. The Adult Youth Group is inviting you to stay curious with the 
Alpha Youth Series. It is an opportunity for meaningful conversations on life, faith & purpose. We will go through 
different topics in small groups every week for 9 weeks. Don’t worry, there’s no pressure to come when not able 
to. Sessions will be every Sunday at 7pm in St Paul’s hall starting on 10th March. We hope to see you there! For 
more details; kindly text Estelle on: 07377 063168. God bless. 
 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY There will be a 2nd collection for CAFOD next weekend 2nd/3rd March. 
 

LENT OFFERINGS: Our Parish Lent offering for this year is for Christians in Gaza. Donate through the Parish 
office or use the CollecTin Machine or through the website https://givealittle.co/campaigns/e8b66750-4ea0-478c-
9ff7-53f823fdc306  and give something for lent. God bless. 
 

THE NEXT THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY AND PRE MASS-ROSARY at St Paul’s will take  
place on Thursday 29th February. 
 

LENT LUNCHES AT ST FINBARR’S every Wednesday during Lent from 12noon to 2pm, Come and enjoy 
home-made soup, bread, and cheese, served by St. Joseph's MiniVinnies. All welcome. Any donations to 
UNICEF’s Appeal for the Children of Gaza. 
 

Parish of The Good Shepherd Dover and Aylesham 
‘Called to Bear Fruit’: Parish Dates 

FEB-MAR 2024  
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Every Friday and Sunday of Lent  Friday 6pm at St. Paul’s and every 
Sunday 10:30am at St. Finbarr’s 

 

CTiD AGM  
 

Monday 4th March 7pm 
 

Dover Baptist Church 
LENT PENITENTIAL 
SERVICE AND 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS. 

 

AT ST. PAUL’S:  
16TH  MARCH: 2PM TO 
5:30PM. LED BY CANON 
BRIAN COYLE 

 

AT. ST. FINBARR’S 
22ND OF MARCH: 6PM TO 8PM.  
LED BY FR. MATTHEW 
MADEWA 

 

FR JEFF’S BIRTHDAY: Congratulations to Fr Jeff who celebrates his 80th birthday on Sunday, March 3rd, 
2024. If you would like to send him a birthday card or email, his address is Fr. Jeff Cridland, St John Vianney, 21 
Heathfield Road, Bexleyheath, DA6 8NP. 0208 303 1957. jeffcridland@rcaos.org.uk. As his birthday occurs 
during the last week of his chemo cycle, he is able to mingle a little. His sister, brother and their spouses have 
hired a barn in Dorking  which has been converted into a bungalow where he will be joining them. So if you are 
going to give him a ring, do so on Saturday 2nd March. Deacon Barry. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR Margaret Rose Upton who died on 9th February aged 97 years.  Her funeral will take place 
in St Paul’s on 11th March at 11am.  May she Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. Amen. 
 

TERRY SUTTON FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS 

• Funeral Cremation Service Via live stream, 1.30pm, Tuesday 27th February, https://watch.obitus.com  

Username Iodi6582 Password 185346 Service capacity 250. Advice: log in, in good time. Refresh screen 

a few minutes before start of service. There are likely to be many viewers so please view the service with 

others or alternatively, use the 'watch on demand' facility available from 1st / 2nd March for up to 28 days. 

• Memorial  Service Friday 12th April, 3pm, St Mary-The-Virgin Church, Dover, followed by interment 

of ashes in the churchyard and refreshments in the Parish Centre. All welcome. 
 

CARITAS SOUTHWARK First Anniversary Mass and celebration at St George’s Cathedral on 16th  March 2024 

at 12.30pm. Please see the posters in both churches for more information.   
 

MASS IN CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE. July 13th, 2024 at St George’s 
Cathedral.  If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th + wedding anniversary this year, please let us 
know as soon as possible, and no later than May 31st 2024, providing the following details:  your names in the 
format ‘John and Mary Smith’, your home address, the anniversary you are celebrating, so you can receive an 
invitation from the Archbishop for the renewal of vows during Mass. Spaces are limited. Email 
mflkent@rcaos.org.uk . Title of your email, please write your parish location e.g. Dover St Paul or Aylesham St 
Finbarr.    
 

COURSES FROM THE SOUTHWARK MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE TEAM. 
• Building a Better Marriage. 16th March 2024 9.45am – 4.00pm St John’s RC Primary School, Rochester 

Road, Gravesend, DA12 2JW, 9.45am until 4pm. Contact Teresa on gravesend@rcaos.org.uk  or Tel:  
01474 352 415. Refreshments will be provided but please bring a packed lunch. 

•  ‘Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ’ Weekend. If you are mourning after the death of a loved one. Aylesford 
Priory. 22-24 March 2024 Tel: 01622 717272 or email: reception@thefriars.org.uk 

• Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages. Welwyn Garden City on 14-16 
June 2024, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com  - or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk    

• Beginning Experience Weekend. A special residential weekend programme for widowed, separated, and 
divorced people. 12-14 April; Tel 0208 647 4760 or 07795 498445, email besouthofengland@gmail.com  

• Passing on the Faith.  Four online sessions for parents starting Wed 28th Feb, 8pm – 9:30pm.  And for 
grandparents, four online sessions starting Thur 18th April, 7:30 – 9pm. Email Lisette  mflse@rcaos.org.uk  

 

HELP YOUR FAMILY GET TO HEAVEN!  Go online at  https://www.celebratetrust.org 
 

CHARLTON CHURCH EVENTS 

• Kent Police Male Voice Choir Concert Saturday 2nd March 7.30pm.  Tickets £8. Contact 07715 078885 

chris.tyler8882@gmail.com  

• Come and sing Stainers ‘Crucifixion’ Saturday 20th April. Singing Rehearsal 2.30pm, Performance 7pm. 

Cost £7 to sing, £7 to attend. More info contact 07578 220209 / camilla65otaki@gmail.com 
 

PEOPLE OF DOVER WE WANT YOUR STORIES.  Commissioned by Dover Town Council. ‘The People’s 

Guide Book To Dover.’ What would you recommend to others about Dover? History or Today. We’d love to hear 

from you.  Deadline end of February. Call Strange Cargo 01303 278821 or email info@strangecargo.org.uk 
 

A DAY WITH MARY 2024 Pilgrimages to Fatima (7-14 June) and Italy (4-12 Sept) For more information email: 

adwmary.uk@gmail.com tel: 020 8641 6418, web: www.adaywithmary.org or see the posters in both churches. 
 

 

Please Pray for those who are unwell:  
St Finbarr’s: Elisabet Sulianti, Gabriela le Bohec, Charlie Golden, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Lucy Purbrick, Amanda 
Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Tara Conklin & Jamie Chitwood. 
St Paul’s: Maureen Arman, Danielle Sutton, Fr John Ryan, Pat Evans, Fr Jeff Cridland, Shirley Lazarus, Shirley Jefford, 
Clare Quigley, Barbara Monclus, Maureen Houghton, Gail White, Neil Stevens, John & Joyce Nix, Bailey Turner, Peggy 
Merrell, Ryan Whittall, Iris (Tilly) Ball, Jean Ann Dowle, Norman Woolhouse, Ted Peel, Christopher Browne, Angela, Alice 
Wilson, Angela Henbrey, Madison Woodall, Julie Balston, Elisa Gomez Melero, Ann Tomalak, Cathy Huntley, Mary Nelson, 
Emin Jain, Pat & Patricia Sherratt, Chris Roy. 
Please Pray for those whose anniversaries occur this week:  
St Finbarr’s: Denise Margaret Morris, Rosannah Kelly, Anna Watson, Derek John Cousens, Edward David Vance. 
St Paul’s:  Margaret Donaldson, Roger Hurst, Pamela Josephine Manning, Richard Murphy, Helen Curling, John Enrico 
Celso Franci, Sr. Monica Doyle DC, Guerino Macari, Janet Hodgson, May Moran, Kevin Anthony Fox, John Coen, Angela 
Tivnan, Mary Bridget Willis, Albert John Townhill, Alfred Frank White, Robert Little, Mary Scullion, Ian Barber, Sr. Grace 
Mullan UJ, Maureen Sandell, Sr. Clarissa DC, Mary Curtin. 
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PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT EMAIL 

Stephen Carton for St Finbarr’s ayleshamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
Keith Wells for St Paul’s doversg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

Zoroaster Bordios for St Paul’s doversg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

For a newsletter emailed weekly, or to suggest articles/additions, 
contact the Editor: dovernewsletter@rcaos.org.uk  Newsletter items received after 6pm Thursday 

may not be included that week. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles. 
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST FINBARR’S 
 

 

 

Saturday 
24th February 

 

10am 
 

4pm 

First Holy Communion Group in the Church 
 

Syro Malabar Mass 

 
2nd SUNDAY OF 

LENT 

 

Sunday 
25th February 

 
 

11.15am 
 
 

Mass for A Fruitful Ministry Fr Andrew  
Followed by a Reception for Fr Andrew 

 
 

 
Wednesday 

28th February 
10.15am 

 

12pm-2pm 

Mass for the People of Aylesham Fr Leo & Fr 

Andrew 

Lent Lunch 
 

Saint David 
Friday 

1st March 

 

11am 
 

Funeral Service of Michael Dobson Fr Leo 

 
 

Saturday 
2nd March 

10am 
 

4pm 

First Holy Communion Group in the Church 
 

Syro Malabar Mass 
 

3rd SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

 

Sunday 
3rd March 

 

10.30am 
 

11.15am 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Mass for Zillah Quinn (John Quinn) Fr Leo 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT PAUL’S 
 

 
 

 

 
Saturday 

24th February 

 
 

5pm 
 

6pm 

 

NO SERVICE IN ST EDMUND’S CHAPEL TODAY  
 

Confessions in the Church until 5.45pm Fr Jamie 
 

Fr. Andrew’s First Mass. Followed by a Reception 
with All Parishioners in the Parish Hall 

 
 
 

2nd SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

 
 

Sunday 
25th February 

 

9.15am 

 

9.15am 
 

 

11am 
 

3pm 

 

Mass for Ian Thomas Barber RIP (Colin Watkins)  
Fr Andrew 
 

Mustard Seeds in the hall 

Coffee in the hall after Mass 
 

Mass for Helen Culling RIP (Keith Graham) Fr Jamie 
 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

 
 

 

Monday 
26th February 

 

10am 
 

7pm 

Mass for the People of Dover Fr Andrew 
 

RCIA group in the upper hall 
 

Saint Anne Line 

 

Tuesday 
27th February 

 
 

10am 
 

 

Mass for Richard Willson & Emily Willson ‘F’  Fr Leo 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday  
28th February 

10am 
 
 

5.30pm 

Mass for G/E Sheila (Kay) Fr Jamie 
 

Exposition and the Holy Rosary until 6.30pm 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Thursday 
29th February 

9.30am 

10am 
 

After Mass 

Holy Rosary in the church 

Mass for Shirani Geraldine RIP (Dona) Fr Jamie 
 

Bible Study  
 

Saint David 
Friday 

1st March 
10am 
 
 

6pm 

Mass for Keith & Theresa Wells 55th W/A (Moya)  
Fr Andrew 
 

Stations of the Cross 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Saturday 

2nd March 

10am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5pm 
 

6pm  

Mass in St Edmund’s Chapel for G/E Sue Barton 
(Mary) Fr Andrew 
 

Confessions in the Church until 5.45pm Fr Leo  
 

Mass for Mary & Harry Curtin RIP (John & Mary) 
Fr Leo 

 
 

3rd SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

 
 

Sunday  
3rd March 

 

9.15am 

 

9.15am 
 

 

11am 
 

3pm 

 

Mass for Ernest Csik (Gizela) Fr Jamie 
 

Mustard Seeds in the Hall 

Coffee in the hall after Mass 
 

 

Mass for Fr Jeff Cridland 80th Birthday Fr Andrew 
 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
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   Readings for 

Sunday 25TH 

February 2024 
 

First reading   Genesis 22:1-2,9-13,15-18  
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith 
God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham’ he called. ‘Here I am’ he replied. 
‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt 
offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’ 
When they arrived at the place God had pointed 
out to him, Abraham built an altar there, and 
arranged the wood. Then he bound his son Isaac 
and put him on the altar on top of the wood. 
Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the 
knife to kill his son. 
  But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am 
here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand 
against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm 
him, for now I know you fear God. You have 
not refused me your son, your only son.’ Then 
looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its 
horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram and 
offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his son. 
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second 
time from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it 
is the Lord who speaks – because you have 
done this, because you have not refused me 
your son, your only son, I will shower blessings 
on you, I will make your descendants as many 
as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on 
the seashore. Your descendants shall gain 
possession of the gates of their enemies. All the 
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by 
your descendants, as a reward for your 
obedience.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm   115(116):10,15-19 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the 
land of the living. 
 

Second reading    Romans 8:31-34  
God did not spare his own Son 
With God on our side who can be against us? 
Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after 
such a gift, that he will not refuse anything he 
can give. Could anyone accuse those that God 
has chosen? When God acquits, could anyone 
condemn?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us 
– he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right 
hand he stands and pleads for us. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                    Mt17:5 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was 
heard: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Gospel                          Mark 9:2-10  
This is my Son, the Beloved 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John 
and led them up a high mountain where they 
could be alone by themselves. There in their 
presence he was transfigured: his clothes 
became dazzlingly white, whiter than any 
earthly bleacher could make them. Elijah 
appeared to them with Moses; and they were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus: 
‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be 
here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not know 
what to say; they were so frightened. And a 
cloud came, covering them in shadow; and 
there came a voice from the cloud, ‘This is my 
Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then 
suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no 
one with them anymore but only Jesus. As they 
came down from the mountain he warned them 
to tell no one what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. They 
observed the warning faithfully, though among 
themselves they discussed what ‘rising from 
the dead’ could mean. 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


