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Sunday 10th March 2024  
 The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mass Book page 166) 

 

A VERY HAPPY MOTHERING SUNDAY TO ALL OUR MOTHERS 
What you give to God Multiplies 

 

SUNDAY REFLECTION: Depending on our age Mothering Sunday is seen differently. As children, 

it is a reminder, and an opportunity, to thank our mothers in some 

way for all they do for us. As adults, we discover the sacrificial love 

that comes from being a mother. And, as we begin to age, we 

remember our mothers, and pray that they may rest in peace with 

Christ Jesus. Whatever our age, today recognises how important 

mothers are in our community for which we give thanks for all they 

do. At the Parish of The Good Shepherd, we are thankful for all our 

mothers who make sacrifices every day through the gift of their 

faith and the support for both family and Church. We pray for you 

all today. Happy Mother’s Sunday.  
 

Today, is also a day when we give thanks for our Mother Church. How she nurtures and protects us 

throughout the different periods of our lives. It is in both the good and the bad times in our lives that 

Mother Church is always there to support us. One of the ways in which we can thank our mothers is to 

give them gifts to show our love for them. Similarly, we want to thank God by sharing the gifts he has 

given us to help build his Church here on earth. The Bible has much to say about how God multiplies 

what we give to God. One clear example of this is found with the feeding of the five thousand. Make up 

your mind on how to support the Church; we need your help at this time. Decide what to give and 

give it consistently, either by standing order or by gift aid, or by plate offering. Once we learn to 

give sacrificially, however small that might be, God has that amazing habit of multiplying our giving to 

do extraordinary things. Let us pray that through our Stewardship campaign, God will use our time, 

talents and treasure to build his Church in our Parish of the Good Shepherd for the years ahead. 
 

PRIEST’S CORNER: Thursday was joyful for me and Fr. Godwin as we welcomed Fr. Mark Connolly, 

a British Holy Ghost Father (Spiritan Order) who visited 

our Spiritan Community in Dover with his brother, Tom 

Connolly. Fr. Mark was a missionary who worked in my 

local village and preached to my family in Nigeria when I 

was just five years old. He also served in the very town of 

Fr. Godwin when Fr. Godwin was just about one year old. 

His visit from Chester brought us a lot of joy. He came to 

Dover to see his family and he made time to encourage us. 

This is how God continues his work; who could have 

imagined; about 50 years ago, he laboured in Nigeria 

among our families, and today, we are the fruits of his 

ministry among his own family in Dover. Do remember to   

pray for the Spiritan Missions all over the world.   
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OUR PARISH, OUR NEEDS, OUR RESPONSIBILITY – PLANNED GIVING DRIVE: 
‘As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied Grace’ 

                                                                                                                                                            1 Peter 4:10 
THIS WEEKEND WE CONTINUE OUR STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL. Last 
week our parish embarked on a Planned Giving appeal. Over the coming weeks we ask 
all parishioners to take this opportunity to prayerfully reflect on their commitment to 
our parish. Everyone should consider giving something, mindful of their blessings and 
circumstances. Today you will hear more about Planned Giving and Stewardship, 
including why our parish needs financial help to cover our costs.    Please take an appeal 
newsletter. Or you can download it from the Parish Website 
https://www.parishofthegoodshepherd.uk/newsletters/ Our goal is to receive an 

informed decision from everyone in the parish. Next weekend we shall ask all parishioners to complete a pledge 
card - this will enable our parish to plan ahead with confidence for the future.  If you have any questions, there 
will be volunteers available after Mass today. God Bless.  Fr Leo. 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR PLANNED GIVING DRIVE 
St Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9: 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each of us should give what we have decided in our hearts to give, not reluctantly, or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound in us, so that in all things, 
at all times, having all you need, we shall abound in every good work. 
 

FR JEFF WRITES. Over the last two weeks what you have all been doing has been so encouraging. I was 
determined to do my best to watch the ordination on my television. The streaming sometimes plays up because the 
band-width up here isn’t too good in the evenings, so I turned things on early, watched the rehearsal, and  had time 
to notice the lovely flowers and what beautiful condition the church is in. I enjoyed it thoroughly, singing and 
praying away. It was beautifully done. Over the years it was such a joy accompanying Fr Andrew on his journey. 
It was wonderful watching him being ordained. I especially enjoyed picking up the lovely atmosphere and 
watching Fr. Leo helping so discreetly.  It was a lovely evening and jolly good being given a wave.  
 

Thanks too for all the cards and emails marking my birthday. Two things astonished me. I thought the longest 
string in my room would fit all the cards from Dover.  It didn’t. I was amazed too by the number of different 
designs with 80 on. Thank You for your part in making two unique occasions in my life so special. I was also 
thrilled by the news you have a new curate. I tuned into Fr Godwin’s first Saturday Evening Mass. It made me 
smile, not just because I know how pleased his new fellow clergy must be he is joining them, but also because I 
found myself thinking he probably has no idea how happy he is going to be working amongst you. May God Bless 
You All & Thanks, Fr. Jeff. 
 

LENT OFFERINGS: Our Parish Lent offering for this year is for Christians in Gaza. Donate through the Parish 
office or use the CollecTin Machine or through the website https://givealittle.co/campaigns/e8b66750-4ea0-478c-
9ff7-53f823fdc306  and give something for lent. God bless. 
 

ALPHA YOUTH SERIES AT ST PAUL’S STARTS TODAY 10TH MARCH. The Adult Youth Group is 
inviting you to stay curious with the Alpha Youth Series. It is an opportunity for meaningful conversations on life, 
faith & purpose. We will go through different topics in small groups every week for 9 weeks. Don’t worry, there’s 
no pressure to come when not able to. Sessions will be every Sunday at 7pm in St Paul’s hall starting on 10th 
March. We hope to see you there! For more details; kindly text Estelle on: 07377 063168. God bless. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR Margaret Rose Upton, Aniela Lukaszczyk, and Bernardino Capriglione who have all died 
recently. Margaret’s funeral will take place in St Paul’s on Monday 11th March at 11am. Aniela’s funeral service 
will be at Barham Crematorium on Monday 18th March at 10am and Bernardino’s on Friday 15th March at 10am 
at St Finbarr’s. May they all Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. Amen. 
 

MUSTARD SEEDS. Please can we remind the Mustard Seeds to gather in the front 2 pews at the start of Mass, 
in St Paul’s today, as they will remain in church as part of a Mother's Day celebration. Maria, Laura, and Jan. 
 

 

Parish of The Good Shepherd Dover and Aylesham 
‘Called to Bear Fruit’: Parish Dates 

MARCH 2024 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

Every Friday and Sunday of 
Lent  

 

Friday 6pm at St. Paul’s and every 
Sunday 10:30am at St. Finbarr’s 

LENT PENITENTIAL 
SERVICE AND 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
INDIVIDUAL 
CONFESSIONS. 

 

AT ST. PAUL’S:  
16th MARCH 2PM TO 
5:30PM. LED BY CANON 
BRIAN COYLE 

 

 

AT ST. FINBARR’S 
22nd MARCH 6PM TO 8PM.  
LED BY FR. MATTHEW MADEWA 

 

THE NEXT THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY AND PRE MASS-ROSARY at St Paul’s will take 
place on  Thursday 14th March. 
 

COLLECTIONS FOR  FEBRUARY: Cash & CollecTin £3043.22; Bankers Orders £1769.67; Clergy 
Support £789.05. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

NEXT WEEKEND there will be a 2nd collection for Poor Parishes in the Diocese. 
 

THE ST JUDE’S PRAYER GROUP meeting will be on Monday the 19th March at 2pm in the Parish Hall. All 
welcome.  
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ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL are looking to enhance our outdoor play provision across the school. Outdoor play can 

greatly support a child's physical and mental health and above all it is fun. We are looking for any donations of the 

following: Astro Turf Off cuts, bread, milk, bottle and grocery crates , brief cases, suit cases – all sizes, cable 

drums, carpet samples, carpet squares, fabrics ‐ all shapes and sizes, guttering, metal pots, pans, trays etc. especially 

catering sizes, nets - fishing, cargo, football , pallets, planks, decking, plastic road barriers, plastic trugs and bins, 

tarpaulins, wooden block and off cuts, table and 4/6 chairs. Please contact the school office on 01304 840370 
 

LENT LUNCHES AT ST FINBARR’S every Wednesday during Lent from 12noon to 2pm, Come and enjoy 
home-made soup, bread, and cheese, served by St. Joseph's MiniVinnies. All welcome. Any donations to 
UNICEF’s Appeal for the Children of Gaza. 
 

ST PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION Afternoon Tea with Music & Songs in St Paul’s Parish Hall on 
SUNDAY 17th MARCH 2024 4pm. – 7pm. Please bring some food to share and please wear something green 
Everyone Welcome. 
 

MONICA POPE WILL HAVE St. Patrick's Day, Easter, and other cards on sale in St Paul’s hall between 10am 
and 11am each Sunday, except the 17th March. 
 

FATHER JOHN PANARIO’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS. The celebration to mark 50 years since Father 
John was ordained in 2020 had to be postponed due to the pandemic. This event will now take place on Saturday 
13th July at Our Lady’s. Mass will be at 12noon followed by a reception and buffet. Anyone who is not already 
on the volunteer list, and who would like to help with the arrangements or on the day, please contact Pauline Lloyd. 
(bucklandadmin@rcaos.co.uk  WhatsApp Pauline Lloyd 07990 982552) 
 

REMINDER: PLEASE COME ON TIME: I Would like to remind all our Parishioners, especially at St. 
Finbarr’s to please always come early to Mass. If you are late to Mass, you will miss the readings and the Gospel, 
and you would have missed an important part of the Mass. Thank you.   
 

MASS IN CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE. July 13th, 2024 at St George’s 
Cathedral.  If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th + wedding anniversary this year, please let us 
know as soon as possible, and no later than May 31st 2024, providing the following details:  your names in the 
format ‘John and Mary Smith’, your home address, the anniversary you are celebrating, so you can receive an 
invitation from the Archbishop for the renewal of vows during Mass. Spaces are limited. Email 
mflkent@rcaos.org.uk . Title of your email, please write your parish location e.g. Dover St Paul or Aylesham St 
Finbarr.    
 

GOD IS THE CENTER: St. Paul emphasises in his letter to the Ephesians that our sole direction is to focus on 
God alone, and not become independent from Him. God at the outset wants us to keep Him central so that we 
become dependent on His perfect wisdom. God loves us with so much love that He willingly sent His Son on earth 
to live through human pain and suffering. Christ Jesus has taken the sting out of death for us by rising from it. 
God’s love, grace and mercy is always constant, we are a marvel in His eyes, the work of His art; but are we loving 
Him enough, or do we follow the distractions of our own desires much more? (the short reflection is contributed 
by a parishioner at St. Paul’s) 
 

 
PENITENTIAL SERVICE AND CONFESSIONS FOR LENT AND 
EASTER: It is important and obligatory to go for confessions at least once 
a year and especially at Easter. I want to encourage you to attend the 
penitential services and confessions arranged for Easter. Join the parish in 
Prayer and give time for your spiritual renewal.  It is wrong to go to 
communion every Sunday, but never give time for the sacrament of 
confession. I have invited Canon Brian Coyle who will be leading the 
reflection and the penitential service on the 16th, from 2pm-6pm at 
Dover and March 22nd by Fr. Mathew Madewa at St. Finbarr’s.  All 
the other priests will be available to help for confessions too. Take the 
opportunity. Fr. Leo.  

 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
"Darkness can only be scattered by light, hatred can only be conquered by love." -St Pope 

John Paul II 
 

 

Please Pray for those who are unwell:  
St Finbarr’s: Elisabet Sulianti, Gabriela le Bohec, Charlie Golden, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Lucy Purbrick, Amanda 
Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Tara Conklin & Jamie Chitwood. 
St Paul’s: Maureen Arman, Danielle Sutton, Fr John Ryan, Pat Evans, Fr Jeff Cridland, Shirley Lazarus, Shirley Jefford, 
Clare Quigley, Barbara Monclus, Maureen Houghton, Gail White, Neil Stevens, John & Joyce Nix, Bailey Turner, 
Peggy Merrell, Ryan Whittall, Iris (Tilly) Ball, Jean Ann Dowle, Norman Woolhouse, Ted Peel, Christopher Browne, 
Angela, Alice Wilson, Angela Henbrey, Madison Woodall, Julie Balston, Elisa Gomez Melero, Ann Tomalak, Cathy 
Huntley, Mary Nelson, Emin Jain, Pat & Patricia Sherratt, Chris Roy. 
Please Pray for those whose anniversaries occur this week:  
St Finbarr’s: Mary Agnes Bancroft, Margaret Ford, Audrey Hobbs, Patricia (Wendy) Herve, Sarah Docherty. 
St Paul’s:  Gillian Thomson, Arthur Jones, Brian Blomfield, Philip Cloke, Ethel Gore, Keith O'Meara, John 
McSweeney, Agnes (Molly) Threadgill, Stan Newman, James Joseph Gillan, Mary O'Keeffe, Ernest Michael Huntley, 
Philip Bywaters, Rose Creed, Baby Joshua Wells, John Fuller, Mary Coen, Pat Carr, Paul Coe, Christine Blackman, 
Frederick Hill, Edgar Ralph  Ryan, Felix Mascarenhas, Jackie Bowles, Catherine Marples, Annie Collins, Irene Lohan, 
Hilda Smith.      
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PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT EMAIL 

Stephen Carton for St Finbarr’s ayleshamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  
Keith Wells for St Paul’s doversg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

Zoroaster Bordios for St Paul’s doversg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

For a newsletter emailed weekly, or to suggest articles/additions, 
contact the Editor: dovernewsletter@rcaos.org.uk  Newsletter items received after 6pm Thursday 

may not be included that week. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles. 
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050 

 

 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST FINBARR’S 

Saint Frances of Rome 

 

Saturday 
9th March 

 

10am 
 

4pm 

First Holy Communion Group in the Church 
 

Syro Malabar Mass 

 

MOTHERING 
SUNDAY 

 
 

Sunday 
10th March 

 

10.30am 
 

11.15am 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Mass for Ongoing Planned Giving Drive. Fr Jamie 
 
 

 

 

Wednesday 
13th March 

10.15am 

12pm-2pm 

Mass for All single parents. Fr Godwin 

Lent Lunch 
  

Friday 15th March 
 

11am 
 

Funeral of Bernardino Capriglione.  Fr. Leo 

 
 

Saturday 
16th March 

10am 
 

4pm 

First Holy Communion Group in the Church 
 

Syro Malabar Mass 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

 

Sunday 
17th March 

 

10.30am 
 

11.15am 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Mass for Lennie & Dick Gammie ‘F’ Fr Leo 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT PAUL’S 
 

 
 
Saint Frances of Rome 

 
Saturday 

9th March 

 

10am 
 
 

5pm 
 

6pm 

 

Mass in St Edmund’s Chapel for G/E Sheila H. 
(Keith & Theresa) Fr Godwin  
 

Confessions in the Church until 5.45pm Fr Jamie 
 

Mass for G/E Deacon Barry & Sue (Keith & Theresa) 
Fr Jamie 

 
 
 

MOTHERING 
SUNDAY 

 
 

 
Sunday 

10th March  

9.15am 
 

9.15am 

 
 

11am 
 

3pm 
 

7pm 

Mass for All Mothers of the Parish. Fr Leo 
 

Mother's Day Mass - with the Mustard Seeds 

Coffee in the hall after Mass 
 

Mass for Ernest Huntley RIP (Mary) Fr Leo 
 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

Youth Alpha Course in the Hall 

Fr. Andrew is at Welling in London this Sunday and 

Fr. Godwin away too.  
 

 

 

 
Monday 

11th March 
 

10am 

 
 

11am 
 

2pm 

Mass for G/E Father Jeff (Keith & Theresa)  

Fr Godwin 
 

Funeral of Margaret Rose Upton. Fr Leo 
 

Mass for St Edmund’s Pupils. Fr Leo & Fr Godwin 
 

 

 

Tuesday 
12th March 

 

 

10am 
 
 

 

Mass for Fr James Laws ‘F’. Fr Godwin & Fr Leo 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday  
13th March 

10am 
 

 
5.30pm 

Mass for G/E Fr Jamie & Maureen (Keith & Theresa). 
Fr Leo 
 

Exposition and the Holy Rosary until 6.30pm 
 

 

 
 

 

Thursday 
14th March 

9.30am 
 

10am 
 

 

After Mass 

Holy Rosary in the church 
 

Mass for James & Julian Gillan ‘F’. Fr Leo & Fr 

Godwin 
 

Bible Study  
 

 

 

Friday 
15th March 

 

10am 
 
 

6pm 

 

Mass for All prisoners. Fr Godwin 
 

 

Stations of the Cross  

 
 

 

 
 

Saturday 
16th March 

 

10am 
 
 

2pm 
 
 

 
 

6pm  

 

Mass in St Edmund’s Chapel for the Housebound  
Fr Leo & Godwin 
 

Penitential Service and Confessions: 2pm followed by  
 

Confessions in the Church until 5.45pm  
 
 

Mass for the Victims of the Herald of Free Enterprise 
Fr Godwin & Fr Leo 

 
 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

 
 
 

Sunday  
17th March 

 

9.15am 
 

 

 

 

9.15am 
 

 

11am 
 

3pm 
 

4pm 
 

7pm 

 

Mass for Vincent Peter & Josephine Mary RIP 

(James & Suzanne Aime) Fr Jamie & Fr Godwin 
 

Mustard Seeds in the Hall 

Coffee in the hall after Mass 
 

Mass for Benefactors of Father Andrew. Fr Andrew  

 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

St Patrick’s Day Celebration in the Hall 
 

Youth Alpha Course in the Hall 
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Readings for 

Sunday 10th 

March 2024 
 

First reading      2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23 
God's wrath and mercy are revealed in the exile 
and release of his people 
All the heads of the priesthood, and the 
people too, added infidelity to infidelity, 
copying all the shameful practices of the 
nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord 
had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The 
Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent 
them messenger after messenger, since he 
wished to spare his people and his house. But 
they ridiculed the messengers of God, they 
despised his words, they laughed at his 
prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose 
so high against his people that there was no 
further remedy. Their enemies burned down the 
Temple of God, demolished the walls of 
Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and 
destroyed everything of value in it. The 
survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to 
Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons 
until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This 
is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled that 
he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has 
enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years 
have gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout 
the days of its desolation.’ And in the first year 
of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the 
Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the 
Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to 
issue a proclamation and to have it publicly 
displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus 
speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth; he has ordered me to build him a 
Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there 
is among you of all his people, may his God be 
with him! Let him go up.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm                    136(137):1-6 
O let my tongue, cleave to my mouth if I 
remember you not! 
 
Second reading                    Ephesians 2:4-10 
You have been saved through grace 
God loved us with so much love that he was 
generous with his mercy: when we were dead 
through our sins, he brought us to life with 
Christ – it is through grace that you have been 
saved – and raised us up with him and gave us 
a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus. 
This was to show for all ages to come, through 
his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how  
 
 
 
 

 
 

infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by 
grace that you have been saved, through faith; 
not by anything of your own, but by a gift from 
God; not by anything that you have done, so 
that nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s 
work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the 
good life as from the beginning he had meant 
us to live it. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                            Jn3:16 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only Son: 
everyone who believes in him has eternal life. 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Gospel                                     John 3:14-21 
God sent his Son so that through him the world 
might be saved 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of Man 
must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the desert, so that everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved 
the world so much that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not be 
lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his 
Son into the world not to condemn the world, 
but so that through him the world might be 
saved. No one who believes in him will be 
condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is 
condemned already, because he has refused to 
believe in the name of God’s only Son. On 
these grounds is sentence pronounced: that 
though the light has come into the world men 
have shown they prefer darkness to the light 
because their deeds were evil. And indeed, 
everybody who does wrong hates the light and 
avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; 
but the man who lives by the truth comes out 
into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that 
what he does is done in God.’ 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You. 
 


