
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR A 

14th DECEMBER 2025 - Missal P9 Order of the Mass P470 
 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

CAROL SERVICE AT ST. PAUL’S THIS EVENING (SUNDAY) 7PM 

AND ST. FINBARR’S WEDNESDAY AT 7PM 
 

DAILY MASSES FROM MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY WILL BE IN THE HALL.  

SOME HIDDEN PROJECTOR INSTALLATIONS IN THE CHURCH. PLS TAKE NOTE.  
 

PRIEST’S CORNER: I would like to express our deep gratitude to Fr. John Panario who has served as the Dean 

of Dover Deanery for the past three years. Fr. John has been a great pillar for our faith at both Parishes of Dover. Thank 

you for serving as our Dean. A new Dean has been appointed for the Deanery; he is Fr. Peter Iwuoha, CM. Fr. Peter 

joined our Deanery in 2025 and he is the Parish Priest of Our Lady of Good Counsel, Hythe. We congratulate Fr. Peter 

and wish him all the very Best in leading the Dover Deanery. Fr. Leo  
 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS AND PENITENTIAL SERVICE: I am inviting you all to attend the 

Penitential services in both Churches and Confessions for Christmas. The Sessions will be led by a visiting Priest, Fr. 

Matthew Madewa and Fr. Bruno Ezedinma. At Dover; it is scheduled for Thursday 18th December, 5pm to 8pm. At St. 

Finbarr’s; it will be on the 19th December, 5pm to 8pm. I encourage you to come for confessions and prepare yourself 

for welcoming Jesus at Christmas. Fr. Leo.  
 

YOUTH MASS, LAST SUNDAY: We congratulate and thank our adult youth group (FAMILIA UNA) for 

beautifully leading and serving 

at our Youth Mass last Sunday. 

We want to encourage all young 

people who are not yet part of 

the youth group to please join 

the youth family. Adult youth 

group will take their break for 

Christmas and resume again by the 18th of January with their regular Sunday meetings.   
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: GAUDETE SUNDAY – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A.  
Every joyful journey brings with it a certain level of excitement which is 

built around the anticipated blessings. Children when they travel with 

their parents on a long journey for holiday will at a point begin to ask their 

parents “are we not there yet?” and the parents will always respond by 

reassuring the children, “we are almost there”. The reason for this is 

question is because of the joy that the end of the journey will bring. Today 

the church bids us rejoice because our Savior is close. The first reading 

from the prophesy of Isaiah continues to tell us what will happen when 

our Savior comes among us. We shall see his glory as the blind shall see, 

the lame shall walk, the dumb shall speak and our joy will be everlasting. In all these promises, St James encourages us 

to be patient until the Lord comes. John the Baptist was patient and continued to work for God until when Jesus came. 

He witnessed the prophesy of Isaiah being fulfilled in the life of the people as the blind were made to see, the lepers 

cleansed, the poor had good news proclaimed to them. As we continue to wait in hope for the second coming of Jesus, 

let our actions manifest the fulfillment of the prophesy of Isaiah in the world today. Come Lord do not delay.   

St Paul’s Presbytery 103 Maison Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU 

St Finbarr’s Church, Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3EZ 

Parish Priest: Fr Leo Illah CSSp 01304 206766, leoillah@rcaos.org.uk 

        Asst: Fr Gabriel Onoyima CSSp 01304 206766 gabrielonoyima@rcaos.org.uk      

Asst: Fr Jamie Houghton 07955 242324 jameshoughton@rcaos.org.uk  

Deacon Barry Barton: 07715 546938 barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Secretary: 07936 573155 dover@rcaos.org.uk 

St Finbarr’s: aylesham@rcaos.org.uk 

Dover SVP Conference: 07596 544109 

Parish website: www.Parishofthegoodshepherd.uk 

Parish Giving: www.Parishofthegoodshepherd.uk/giving/  

 St Paul’s Mass Live Streaming: www.churchservices.tv/dover 

https://www.youtube.com/@stpaulsdoverstfinbarrsayle7499/streams 
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MASS AND CONFESSION SCHEDULES OVER 

CHRISTMAS 2025 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS- 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES 

 
 

 

18
TH

 DECEMBER, 5PM TO 8PM. 

 

22
ND

 DECEMBER, 11AM – 12PM 

 

23
RD

 DECEMBER, 6-7PM  

  

             

 

 

ST. PAUL’S, DOVER 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS- 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES 

 

 

19
TH

 DECEMBER, 5PM TO 8PM 

 

23
RD

 DECEMBER, 11AM-12PM 

 

 

ST. FINBARR’S, AYLESHAM 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

24
TH

 DECEMBER 

 

6PM MASS  

WITH CHILDREN’S NATIVITY   

(CAROLS AT 5:30PM) 

------- 

10PM MASS  

(CAROLS AT 9:30 PM) 

 

 

 

ST PAUL’S, DOVER 

 

 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

24
TH

 DECEMBER 

 

7PM MASS  

(CAROLS AT 6:30PM) 

 

 

 

ST FINBARR’S, AYLESHAM 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

10AM MASS 

 

ST PAUL’S, DOVER 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

 

10.30AM MASS 

 

ST FINBARR’S, AYLESHAM 

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD.  Please collect a Christmas Card after Mass today.  The times of the Christmas Services 

are on the card. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION (FHC) 2026 GROUP St Paul’s and St Finbarr’s commences on SATURDAY 3rd, 

January 9.30am, St Paul’s Church Hall, and on SUNDAY 4th, January 9.30am, at St Finbarr’s Church.  This is 

the first of the weekly preparation classes and will continue on successive Saturdays at St Paul's and Sundays at St 

Finbarr’s until June 2026, with the exception of half and end of term school holidays. Both at St Paul's and St Finbarr's 

every child MUST attend each of the FHC sessions and STAY with their parent throughout. This helps parents to: better 

understand the program; support their child's ongoing development and meet and support other FHC parents. FHC 

application forms are available at  the back of both churches, or by emailing Deacon 

Barry barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk or Carina at carinamjarvie@aol.com or downloading a copy from the parish website, 

along with additional information at: https://www.parishofthegoodshepherd.uk/reconcilliation-first-holy-

communion/  Deacon Barry, Carina Jarvie. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR Peter Grilli, the brother of Theresa Gordon, who has passed away.  Peter was a regular attendee 

at Mass at St Paul’s.  Funeral arrangements to be announced shortly.  Also, please pray for Brendan Townhill whose 

funeral service will be on Tuesday 16th December 11am at St Paul’s.  May Peter and Brendan Rest in Peace, Amen. 
 

APPRECIATION MESSAGE Dear Clergy and Parishioners of the Parish of the Good Shepherd of St Paul’s Dover 

and St Finbarr’s, Aylesham, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for honouring my induction ceremony 

as the Parish Priest of St Michael’s Parish, Chatham. Your presence, your prayers, and your warm support made the 

celebration truly special and deeply meaningful. My heartfelt appreciation goes especially to your Parish Priest, Fr. Leo, 

along with Fr. Gabriel, Fr. Jamie, Deacon Barry, and your dedicated parish secretary, Mary. Your generosity, fraternity, 

and willingness to share in this important moment of my ministry are a beautiful testament to the unity we share in 

Christ. Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and for the flourishing of your parish community. May God 

bless you abundantly and strengthen us all as we journey together in faith and service. With deep gratitude, Fr. Godwin 

Alkali. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (SVP) would like to thank you for your very generous offering last weekend.  A 

total of £511.50 was raised.  May God Bless you All for your generosity. Fr. Leo. 
 

MUSTARD SEEDS. There will be NO Mustard Seeds in December for either the Junior or Youth Group. However, 

we will hold our Christmas Party for both groups after 11:00 Mass next Sunday, 21st December, 12pm- 2pm. Thank 

you to all those children who have joined us throughout the year.  
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THE MUSTARD SEEDS CHRISTMAS NATIVITY. Families who would like their child or children between the 

ages of 3-15 to take part in the Nativity at St Paul’s Catholic Church during the Christmas Eve Mass on Wednesday, 

24th December, are warmly invited to join us! Rehearsals start today, after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. Rehearsals began last 

week and will continue today, 14th December next Sunday, 21st  December, lasting around 30 minutes. Squash and 

snacks will be provided. We will meet in the Upper Room in the church hall. 
  

ST FINBARR’S Christmas raffle tickets - on sale after Mass at St. Finbarr's. The prize draw will be on our Carol service 

night, this Wednesday, 17th December. All proceeds will go towards funding of parish projects. 
 

THE ADULT RCIA COURSE continues every Monday 7pm in St Paul’s Upper Hall.  Please note that last meeting 

before Christmas will be tomorrow, Monday, 15th December and will restart on Monday, 19th January 2026. 
 

HOLY ROSARY AND BIBLE STUDY AT ST PAUL’S. The next recitation of the rosary will take place at 9.30am 

on Thursday, 18th December 2025 and the bible study immediately after the 10.00am Mass. OT Book of Exodus. 
 

WINTER SOUP KITCHEN (WSK) ST PAUL’S CHURCH HALL: Every Sunday afternoon from 4pm - 6pm. 

We provide a warm space for those who are homeless or lonely or just needing a place to chat on a Sunday. Caring for 

the homeless and the needy in our community is a duty in Christ. Let’s do our bit for the Lord. Fr. Leo. 
 

2026 CATHOLIC DIARIES, Advent Calendars, Christmas and other cards plus rosaries, etc. are on sale in St Paul’s 

Hall every Sunday between 10am and 10:55 am 
 

 

Parish of the Good Shepherd Dover and Aylesham 

‘Called to Bear Fruit’: Parish Renewal, 2025 

 
 

Mustard Seed Children’s Liturgy 
 

Every Third Sunday 9am 
Resumes January 2026 

 

St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover 

 

St Jude’s Prayer Group 
 

Every Third Monday 2pm – 3pm 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

Winter Soup Kitchen  
 

Every Sunday 4pm – 6pm 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

Fides Prayer Group 
 

Every Wednesday 6:40pm for 7pm 

Resumes January 2026 

 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 

 

Junior Youth Group 
Every First Saturday 1pm – 4pm 

Resumes January 2026 

 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

RCIA Course 
 

Every Monday 7pm 
 

St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover 
 

Christmas Nativity Rehearsals 

 

Sunday 7th, 14th and 21st December 
After 9am Mass  

 

St Paul’s Upper Room, Dover 

 

Christmas Carols 
 

Sunday 14th December 7pm 
 

St. Paul’s, Dover 
 

Christmas Carols 
 

Wednesday 17th December 7pm 
 

St. Finbarr’s, Aylesham 

 

 

 

CATECHISM: Ways to prepare for Christmas: Attend Mass faithfully every Sunday of Advent, listen to 

the readings of hope and conversion. Pray with Advent Wreath in your homes, light each candle with prayer. 

Take your daily prayers seriously. Go to confession, read the daily scripture and meditate on it. Practice Charity 

and works of mercy; visit someone who is lonely, sick or grieving, forgive someone who is difficult to love. 

Prepare your home as a domestic Church, display a nativity set in your homes and work place, make peace 

with all.  
 

 

 

Please Pray for those who are unwell: 
 

St Finbarr’s: Audrey Stitt, Elisabet Sulianti, Gabriela le Bohec, Charlie Golden, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Lucy Purbrick, Amanda Dennis, 

Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Tara Conklin, Jamie Chitwood. 
 

St Paul’s: Mary Mee, Carol Manton, Oliver O’Connor, Helen Scopes, John Doyle, Maria Frost, Roz & Rob Pain, Rosa Mazzitelli, David 

Meadows, Roselene Hindle, Sr Rani Xavier, Thanima Jayan,  Janice & Livra Fernandes, Catriona Stark, Mary Pressnell, Gaby Anaya Amor, 

Pat Evans, Shirley Lazarus, Shirley Jefford, Gail White, Neil Stevens, John & Joyce Nix, Bailey Turner, Peggy Merrell, Ryan Whittall, Iris 

(Tilly) Ball, Jean Ann Dowle, Norman Woolhouse, Ted Peel, Christopher Browne, Angela, Alice Wilson, Angela Henbrey, Madison Woodall, 

Elisa Gomez Melero, Ann Tomalak, Cathy Huntley, Emin Jain, Pat & Patricia Sherratt, Chris Roy, Mary Mee.  
 

Please Pray for those whose death anniversaries occur this week: 
 

St Finbarr’s: Margaret Golden, Daniel Donnachie, Sr. Louise Dunphy, Frances Joan Plews. 
St Paul’s: Kathleen Laffey, Iris May, Kath Carswell, Frank Illingworth, Fr. Nicholas Broder, Hans Heuer, Ann Brett, Ronald Cloke, Anne-

Marie Saueressig; Fr Peter Madden, Nora Townhill, Fr. Terence Tanner, Ken Knight, Ellen O'Halleran, Aubrey Watkins, Mary McMullan, 

Valerie Tettersell, Andrew Carr, Thomas McGowan, John Corkery, Basil Gummer, Aiden Henneker, Irene Organ,  Thomas Howels, Jim 

Gayson, Jack Ferris, Anne-Marie McDonald,  Frank Gaughran, Peter Henneker, Anne Brett, John Roy, Redmond Goodfellow. 

• Accommodating 

• Knows his/her priorities 

• Interior life 

• Lectio divina 

• Visit to the Blessed Sacrament 

• Holy Hour 

• Formed missionaries 

• Can see the relation of the Word 

of God to their lives 



EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. FINBARR’S 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

 

Sunday 

14th December 

 

11am 
 

Mass for Teresa Breen and Mary Graves (Bridget) 

  

Wednesday 

17th December 

 

10am 
 

7pm 

 

Mass for Peter Grilli RIP 
 

Christmas Carol Service, Aylesham 
 

CHRISTMAS 

CONFESSIONS AND 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE 

Friday 

19th December 

 

5pm till 

7pm 

 

 

Christmas Confessions and Penitential service  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

 

Sunday 

21st December 

 

11am 

 

Mass for Liz and Fran RIP (Bett) 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

SAINT LUCY, VIRGIN AND 

MARTYR 

Saturday 

13th December  

10am 

        

5pm 

6pm 

Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Fredric Compton ‘F’ 

Sister Margaret Canny – 1st Anniversary (Colin) 

Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm) 

Mass for Harry and Mary Curtin RIP (John and Mary) 

THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

Sunday 

14th December 

9am 

 

 

11am 

3pm 

4pm 

7pm 

Mass for Deceased members of the Castle Family (Anne & 

Peter) 

Coffee after Mass 

Mass for Ian Thomas Barber RIP (Colin) 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm 

Christmas Carol Service, Dover 

 
Monday 

15th December 

 

 

10am 
 

 

 

 

Mass for Fr Nicholas Broder ‘F’ IN THE HALL 
 

 

 
       

Tuesday 

16th December 

 

10am 

 
 

11am  
 

Mass for Peter Newman RIP (Nicholas Harby) IN THE 

HALL 

Funeral Service for Brendan Townhill 

 
Wednesday 

17th December 

  10am 

 

5:30pm 

7pm 

Mass for G/E Dennise Denman RIP (Lizzie and Family) IN 

THE HALL 

Exposition and Holy Rosary (until 6.30pm) 

Christmas Carol Service, Aylesham 

 
Thursday 

18th December 

 

9:30am 
 

 

10am 
 
 

10.30am 
 

5pm till 

7pm 

Holy Rosary 
 

Mass for Aidan Henneker RIP (Sheila)  
 

Bible Study in the Hall (OT Book of Exodus). 
 

Christmas Confessions and Penitential service  

 
Friday 

19th December  
         10am 

 

Mass for Peter Henneker RIP (Sheila) 

 
Saturday 

20th December  

10am 

        

5pm 

6pm 

Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Fr John Ryan RIP 

(Nicholas Harby) 

Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm) 

Mass for G/E Donor ‘F’ 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

Sunday 

21st December 

9am 

 

11am 

3pm 

4pm 

Mass for David Maher RIP 

Coffee after Mass 

Mass for Pauline Mahon RIP (Jim) 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT EMAIL 

Stephen Carton for St Finbarr’s ayleshamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

Keith Wells for St Paul’s doversg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

Zoroaster Bordios for St Paul’s doversg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 
For a newsletter emailed weekly, or to suggest articles/additions, contact the Editor: dovernewsletter@rcaos.org.uk 

Newsletter items received after 6pm Thursday may not be included that week. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles. 
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050 
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Readings for Sunday 

14th December 2025 
 

 

First Reading                 Isaiah 35:1-6a. 10 
 

‘God himself will come and save you.’ 
 

On that day: The wilderness and the dry land shall be 

glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 

it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 

of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 

knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be 

strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come 

and save you.’ 

 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 

of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a 

deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to 

Sion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away. 
 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 146(145):6c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. ℟ Matthew 5:3 
 
 

Come, Lord and save us. 

Or: Alleluia  

 

It is the LORD who preserves fidelity for ever, 

who does justice to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the LORD who sets prisoners free. 

Come, Lord and save us. 

Or: Alleluia 
 

The LORD who opens the eyes of the blind, 

the LORD who raises up those who are bowed down. 

It is the LORD who loves the just, 

the LORD who protects the stranger. 

Come, Lord and save us. 

Or: Alleluia 
 

The LORD upholds the orphan and the widow, 

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The LORD will reign for ever, 

your God, O Sion, from age to age. 

Come, Lord and save us. 

Or: Alleluia  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading          James 5:7-10 

 

‘Christ saves humanity.’ 
 

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early 

and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that 

you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 

the door. As an example of suffering and patience, 

brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord.   

 

Acclamation before the Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has sent me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. 

Alleluia.           Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)  

 

 

Gospel               Matthew 11:2-11 

 

‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 

another?’ 

 

At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds 

of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look 

for another?’ 

  And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 

are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 

them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’ 

  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then 

did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 

Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 

houses. 

  ‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 

written, 

 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way before you.” 

 

‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there 

has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the 

one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he.’ 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 


