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e THE HOLY FAMILY OF
q. Vw:é .p JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
YEAR A - 28"DECEMBER 2025

Missal P65 Order of the Mass P470

7\ WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY & HOLY NEW YEAR
/3 Please join us for our End of Year Mass 7pm at St Paul’s on

4 New Year’s Eve, followed by refreshments in the parish Hall.
All Welcome.

PRIEST’S CORNER: THANK YOU: Dear Beloved Parish Family, we are God’s Family; united in faith,
bounded in love. | would like to congratulate all the families in our Parish, especially, young families who bring
their children to Mass regularly despite all the pressures and demands of Society. Some Children led our nativity
play at the Christmas vigil. Thank you to the Catechist and volunteers leading the Children’s liturgy who worked
very hard to achieve that result.

I want to appreciate all our Parishioners who made lots of sacrifices over the Christmas period to make our events
wonderful; thank you all in both Churches: the choirs, the altar servers, the flower ladies, the nativity team setting
up of the crib and the Christmas tree, the lectors, sacristans, the events team doing the teas, the newsletter editors
and the production team, those cleaning the Church, the stewards and all who have worked at the background to
keep things moving well in both Churches. Thank you so much. On behalf of the Clergy, | want to also thank you
for all the lovely Christmas Cards and gifts that we have received as your clergy over the Christmas. We are most
thankful. May the Lord reward you all. I am inviting you for the end of the year Mass on the 31t December at
7pm at St. Paul’s (For both Churches) to be led by Fr. Bruno to close the year in prayer.

I am grateful to Fr. Bruno who has visited and spent a lovely time with us. Thank you. Fr. Bruno will be leaving
Dover on the 2" of January. | will (Fr. Leo) be leaving Dover on the 7t of January. | am now making the most
of the last few days as your Parish Priest with immense gratitude. | shall return for a farewell celebration at a later
date at the end of January or early February. God bless. Fr. Leo

GOSPEL REFLECTION: HOLY FAMILY

We are still in the joyful feast of the birthday of Jesus which changed the world. Jesus born into a family. Today,
the celebration of the Holy family presents us with Jesus, Mary and Joseph
as an ideal family that each one of us should look unto and learn how they
did live. Itis a family built on faith and trust in the will of God. It all started
with Mary who accepted to be the mother of Jesus and Joseph who despite
all odds, trusted in the message of an angel concerning Mary and finally
Jesus who became the completion of the promise. In the Holy Family
manifests the example of family principles given in the book of Sirach
where each has a role to play. When each person performs roles assigned
then flows God’s blessings. Children should respect the parents, and the
parents should be role models for their children. In building family bonds,
St Paul reminds us to be compassionate, kind, humble, meek, forgiving,
patient and above all, be a person of love. Think for a moment what will happen to your family if every member
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practices those attitudes that Paul just reminded us of. That will be the best family one can long to belong where
love conquers all challenges. That was happening in the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. It was these attributes
that made them to remain together when the Maggi visited them with gifts as we saw in the gospel of Matthew
today. Let us not wait for any member of the family to be the one to start those actions that will bind us together,
let it start from you today.

PLEASE PRAY FOR Peter Grilli, the brother of Theresa Gordon, who has passed away. Peter was a regular
attendee at Mass at St Paul’s. Peter’s Requiem Mass will take place on Friday 2"? January at 1pm at St Paul’s
followed by burial at St James’ Cemetery. Also, please pray for Jeanette Peters who has died. Jeanette was a
parishioner of St Finbarr’s. Funeral details to follow. May Peter and Jeanette Rest in Peace, Amen.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE There will be no coffee after this morning’s Mass. The Sunday Morning
coffee team are in desperate need of more volunteers to enable it to continue. Please contact Anne Castle if you
would be willing to join the rota. Tel 07833 593599

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION (FHC) 2026 GROUP St Paul’s and St Finbarr’s commences on SATURDAY
3" January 9.30am, St Paul’s Church Hall, and on SUNDAY 4%, January 9.30am, at St Finbarr’s
Church. This is the first of the weekly preparation classes and will continue on successive Saturdays at St Paul's
and Sundays at St Finbarr’s until June 2026, with the exception of half and end of term school holidays. Both at St
Paul's and St Finbarr's every child MUST attend each of the FHC sessions and STAY with their parent throughout.
This helps parents to: better understand the program; support their child's ongoing development and meet and
support other FHC parents. FHC application forms are available at the back of both churches, or by emailing
Deacon Barry barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk or Carina at carinamjarvie@aol.com or downloading a copy from the
parish website, along with additional information at: https://www.parishofthegoodshepherd.uk/reconcilliation-
first-holy-communion/ Deacon Barry, Carina Jarvie.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2026 (ADVANCED NOTICE) Come and celebrate the
Week’s overall theme ‘One Body, One Spirit', Ephesians 4:4 with Christians from different denominations across
Dover, through different facilitated daily themes. ALL ARE WELCOME. Deacon Barry WPCU 2026
Coordinator 07715 546938 barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2026 - SCHEDULED
Date and Time Venue Daily Themes Organisational Lead
Monday 19% January, 10.30 am St Paul’s Church Hall Our Call to Unity David Slater
Refreshments Dover Dover Port Chaplaincy
Tuesday 20" January, 10.30 am St Paul’s Church Hall The Bond of Peace Alan Boxall,
Refreshments Dover Dover Eood Bank
Wednesday 21t January, 10.30 am St Paul’s Church Hall Bearing with One Noel Beamish,
Refreshments Dover Another in Love Dover Sunrise Cafe
Thursday 22" January, 10.30 am St Paul’s Church Hall Call to One Hope Carol Boxall,
RAMEEIUENS Dover Dover Street Pastors
Friday 23" January, 10.30 am St Paul’s Church Hall One God Over All Peter Wallace,
Refreshments Dover Dover Outreach Centre
Sunday 25" January, 3pm St Paul’s Catholic Church, Ecumenical St Paul’s Clergy
Dover Worship Service

THE ADULT RCIA COURSE is on a break and will restart on Monday, 19" January 2026.

HOLY ROSARY AND BIBLE STUDY AT ST PAUL’S. No sessions on Thursday, 1% January. Will restart
on Thursday 8" January.

WINTER SOUP KITCHEN (WSK) ST PAUL’S CHURCH HALL: Every Sunday afternoon from 4pm -
6pm. We provide a warm space for those who are homeless or lonely or just needing a place to chat on a Sunday.

ADMISSION TO PRIMARY SCHOOL IN KENT 2026, ST RICHARD’S, DOVER AND ST
JOSEPH’S, AYLESHAM Apply online at https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-
places/primary-school closes midnight on Thursday, 15" January 2026, for children born between 1 September
2021 and 31 August 2022, transferring to Primary School in September 2026.
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MARY’S MEALS. Mary’s Meals is looking for volunteers. Could you spare a few hours during the year to help?
We are looking for parish reps, volunteer speakers (training and support provided!) and volunteers who can help at
events. We are very much a volunteer-led movement, so any little you can offer will make a huge difference to the
children we serve in some of the world’s poorest communities. Please contact Roy Peachey
(roy.peachey@marysmeals.org or 07593 447297) if you can help. To find out more about Mary’s Meals, please
visit marysmeals.org.uk. Thank you for your support!

Parish of the Good Shepherd Dover and Aylesham
‘Called to Bear Fruit’: Parish Renewal, 2025

Mustard Seed Children’s Liturgy Every Third Sunday 9am St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover
Resumes January 2026
St Jude’s Prayer Group Every Third Monday 2pm - 3pm St Paul’s Hall, Dover
Winter Soup Kitchen Every Sunday 4pm — 6pm St Paul’s Hall, Dover
Fides Prayer Group Every Wednesday 6:40pm for 7pm St Paul’s Hall, Dover

Resumes 14" January 2026
Every First Saturday 1pm —4pm
Resumes 3™ January 2026

RCIA Course Every Monday 7pm St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover
Resumes 19" January

Junior Youth Group St Paul’s Hall, Dover

CATECHISM ON THE HOLY FAMILY

1. Who are the Holy Family? The Holy Family is Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph, united in love, faith, and obedience to God’s will.
They are the perfect model of family life, rooted in prayer,
work, sacrifice, and mutual self-giving. (CCC: 533, 1655)

2. Why is the Holy Family important for Christians? The
Holy Family reveals God’s plan for the family. In them, every
family learns how to live in love, faith, patience, and trust in
God, even amid difficulties. (CCC: 2204, 1657)

3. What does the hidden life of the Holy Family teach us?
The hidden life of Nazareth teaches the value of ordinary life,
- daily work, obedience, and growth in wisdom and grace. God
- is present in the quiet faithfulness of family life.

(CCC 531 534) 4. What role did Mary have in the Holy Family? Mary is the Mother of God and the model
of faithful obedience. Her “yes” made the Incarnation possible, and her maternal care nurtured Jesus in love
and faith. (CCC: 494, 508, 964)

5. What role did Saint Joseph have in the Holy Family? Saint Joseph is the guardian of the Redeemer and
the head of the Holy Family. Through his obedience, silence, and trust in God, he protected and provided for
Jesus and Mary. (CCC: 437, 532)

6. What does Jesus teach us within the Holy Family? Jesus shows obedience, humility, and love. By living
under the authority of Mary and Joseph, He sanctified family life and taught children respect and obedience.
(CCC: 532, 2214-2215)

Please Pray for those who are unwell:

St Finbarr’s: Audrey Stitt, Elisabet Sulianti, Gabriela le Bohec, Charlie Golden, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Lucy Purbrick, Amanda
Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Tara Conklin, Jamie Chitwood.

St Paul’s: Mary Mee, Carol Manton, Oliver O’Connor, Helen Scopes, John Doyle, Maria Frost, Roz & Rob Pain, Rosa Mazzitelli, David
Meadows, Roselene Hindle, Sr Rani Xavier, Thanima Jayan, Janice & Livra Fernandes, Catriona Stark, Mary Pressnell, Gaby Anaya
Amor, Pat Evans, Shirley Lazarus, Shirley Jefford, Gail White, Neil Stevens, John & Joyce Nix, Bailey Turner, Peggy Merrell, Ryan
Whittall, Iris (Tilly) Ball, Jean Ann Dowle, Norman Woolhouse, Ted Peel, Christopher Browne, Angela, Alice Wilson, Angela Henbrey,
Madison Woodall, Elisa Gomez Melero, Ann Tomalak, Cathy Huntley, Emin Jain, Pat & Patricia Sherratt, Chris Roy, Mary Mee.
Please Pray for those whose death anniversaries occur this week:

St Finbarr’s: Mercedes Monge, Sarah Jane Sennett, Rosanna Mary Ronan, Lady Jenny Bidwell, Barbara Deary, Wilfred Morris,
Violet Alice Lonie, Mona Stuart, Annie Cuffe.

St Paul’s: Geoffrey Donovan, Dan Carlin, George Smith, Grace Mullan, John Marshall, Ellen Hambrook, Donal Maher, Eileen Wood,
Vera Fisher, Germaine Hulbrecht, Guiseppina (Josie) Byford, Helen Gill, Jack Mitchinson, Catherine Smith, Catherine Nolan, Betty
Casey, Olive King.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. FINBARR’S

THE HOLY FAMILY OF Sunday i i
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 28 Decermber 11lam Mass for Orphans and Widows Worldwide
NEW YEAR’S EVE Wednesday 10am | Mass for Fr. Leo’s Ministry in Manchester
31°t December
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER Sunday 9.30am | First Holy Communion Preparation
THE NATIVITY 4™ January 11am | Mass for Peace in the Holy Land in 2026
EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
10am | Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Spread of the Gospel in
SAINT JOHN, Saturday 2026
APOSTLE AND 27t D b . . —
EVANGELIST ecember 5pm Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm)
6pm Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Bong Crave)
9am Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Mena Nardone)
Sk No Coffee after Mass
THE HOLY FAMILY OF 11am . -
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 28th December Mass f_o.r The Fra.nc.ls Family ‘F
3pm Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet
4pm Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm
SAINT THOMAS OF Monday
CANTERBURY, BISHOP th 10am | Mass for Sarah Williams RIP (Tim
AND MARTYR 29™ December (Tim)
Tuesday
30" December | 10@8M | Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Lizzie and Family)
Wednesday
31 December 10am | Mass for Bernard and Josephine Smye-Rumsby ‘F’
NEW YEAR’S EVE Wednesday N
315t End of the 7pm Thanksgiving Mass for 2025 (CROSS-OVER NIGHT)
year Mass Refreshments in the Hall after the Mass.
MARY . 9 3
THE HOLY MOTHER OF T;hursday 10am Mass for Speedy Recovery of Oliver O’Connor (Keith and
15t January Theresa)
GOD
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT
AND GREGORY Friday 10am Mass for Jean MacKenzie RIP (Robert)
NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS AND 2" January 1pm Requiem Mass for Peter Grilli
DOCTORS
9.30am | First Holy Communion Preparation in the Hall
10am Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Fr. Leo’s Ministry in
THE MOST HOLY NAME OF Saturday T
JESUS 34 January S .
5pm Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm)
6pm Mass for G/E Robert Mackenzie (Keith and Theresa)
9am Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Onorina Wilson)
Coffee after Mass
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER Sunday 11am e
THE NATIVITY 4 January Mass for Fr. Leo’s Ministry in Manchester (Moya)
3pm Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet
4pm Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT EMAIL

Stephen Carton for St Finbarr’s ayleshamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Keith Wells for St Paul’s doversgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

Zoroaster Bordios for St Paul’s doversg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

For a newsletter emailed weekly, or to suggest articles/additions, contact the Editor: dovernewsletter@rcaos.org.uk

Newsletter items received after 6pm Thursday may not be included that week. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles.
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050
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Readings for Sunday
28" December 2025

First Reading Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14

He who fears the Lord honours his parents.

The Lord honoured the father above the children, and he
confirmed the judgement of the mother over her sons.
Whoever honours his father atones for sins, and whoever
glorifies his mother is like one who lays up treasure.
Whoever honours his father will be gladdened by his own
children, and when he prays he will be heard. Whoever
glorifies his father will have long life, and whoever obeys
the Lord will refresh his mother.

O son, help your father in his old age and do not grieve him
as long as he lives; even if he is lacking in understanding,
show indulgence; in all your strength do not despise him.
For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, and against
your sins it will be credited to you.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 128(127): 1-2.3.4-5R 1a

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his
ways.
Or: Alleluia

Blessed are all who fear the LORD,

and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be blessed and prosper.

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.
Or: Alleluia

Your wife like a fruitful vine

in the heart of your house;

your children like shoots of the olive

around your table.

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.
Or: Alleluia

Indeed thus shall be blessed

the husband who fears the LORD.
May the LORD bless you from Sion.
May you see Jerusalem prosper

all the days of your life!

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.
Or: Alleluia

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21

Family Life in the Lord.

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh
with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for
this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discouraged.

Acclamation before the Gospel

Alleluia, alleluia.

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; let the
message of Christ find a home with you.

Alleluia. Colossians3:15a. 16a

Gospel Matthew 2:3-15. 19-23

‘Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt.’

When the Magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until |
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night
and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, ‘Rise, take
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took
the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of
Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that
he would be called a Nazarene.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. | love You above all things and | desire to
receive You into my soul. Since | cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my
heart. | embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.




