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1: From the Beginning to Roman Times

It is impossble to fully undersand the history of a place and its peoplewithout a
knowledge of the local geography. Dover takes its name from the River Dour, which is
derived from a Celtic word meaning "the waters’. Other variants of this are found in the
Rivers Darent, Dart, Derwent and Adur in England, Adour and Dordognein France and
Douro in Portugd, for example. Situated in the valley system cut by the Dour (shapel by the
local fault systemsin England's strongestearhquale zone), Dover has always beenin a
unique and important geogaphical postion.

In the last 2.5 million yeas abou 20 ice ages (glaciationg have come and gone.
About 450,000 yearsago, during an ice age, there were ice sheesg about a mile thick asfar
south as the presentlocaton of London. Therewas a continwus chalk ridge betwee presert
day Englandand France. This aded as a damto the meltwater in a largeand deep glacial
lake over the present soutrem North Sea, into which flowed the rivers Thames and Rhine.
Eventually this lake overflowed the chalk ridge in a massve waterfall. Chalk is a soft rock
and a gapwas cut through the ridge at that time, forming what today we call the Dover Strait,
although it was much narrower then The reaulting plunge-pods from the impad of the water
falls has left indentations under the sedimens on the modem sea bed not far seawad of
Shakespeae Cliff and stretching towards Calas. Another two ice ages came and went and
sea level rose and fell. During the glacials rivers such asthe Thames Stour, Dour, Rhine,
Somme and othea's flowed to a central Channé River which flowed over dry landto meetthe
sea at the edge of the continental shelf wedward of Comwall. 11,000 yeais ago the ice sheets
of the modg recert glaciation werein full andrapid retrea and sea level was600 feet lower
than today. Geologtal surveys have shown tha most of the presnt habour sea bed has
gravel depaits as®ciated with deposition from river flow, and the man course of the Dour
seems to have been unde what is now Cruise Terminal 2 and the outer end of the Admiralty
Pier. The Strait of Dover remaned dry land until inundaed by the rising sealevel about
8,300 years ago. Even before this event, indeead before the two mog recent ice ages, thereis
some evidene in the form of flint artefactsbeing found on the North Downs arourd Dover
that prehistaric peoples were using Dover as a main departue andarrival point to and from
wha we now call contnentd Europe Thes Lower Palaeolihic artefacs date from abou
400000 yearsago. Later Mesolithic sites daing from 8,000 to 7,000 yearsago are found
around Doverand on the coast. Neolithic pottely hasbeen foundin the Dour Valley ard in
the Warren, on the coas near Folkestone,and setled farming was in progressin the area
€6,0( years ago. From the late Nedithic, the time of the peopks who built the numeros
stone circles over northern Europe (of which Stonehengin Wiltshire is the best example),
there is no evidene of suchhengesn Kent In the BronzeAge the areawas well populatel
with highly organisedfarming and livestock reaing taking place involving major enclosure
and field systems. Metalwork dating from 2,000 to 1,500 BC has been found in the
Folkesbne Roal dry chak valey. Dating from 1,500 to 700 BC are marny metalwork finds
from the Dour Valley. ThereisaBronze Age shipwreck of a cargo vesselon the seabed in
Langdon Bay (the protectedlocation is marked on modern Admiralty Chars) andthisisalso
the age of the famousand unique Bronze Age Boat This boat was discoverd in 1992
Septenber during corstruction work for the pedestian undermpass unde the A20 at the
seawad endof Bend Street The Boat can be seen in Dover Museum, where full details of it
are available. Found at a deph of 7 metres below the moden stred level, it is about 3,000
years old. In the Eady (c700 to 300 BC) and Middle Iron Age (c300to 150 BC) there were
settlemens in the Dour Valley and on the coas nea Abbotis Cliff. A small late Iron Age
farmstea hasbeen fully excavatedat Church Whitfield. A round house made of timber,



wattle and daub with a thatchel roof was usedasthe farming certre for animd husbandry
and crop production. The site seemsto have continued to be occupial through the first

century AD. There are 50 Iron Age burials at a cemetey in Mill Hill, Deal, including that of

a 35 year old buried with a shiedd and sword and a decoratal bronz crown. During the Late

Iron Age (150 BC to AD 43) there are sites of occupation at the Dour Valley estuay,

Buckland, Whitfield, Alkham...

Julius Ceasar attemptal invasiors arourd 55 BC. By then Dover was a fortifi ed
haven and the only naturd hatbou on the coasline, with the estuay of the Dour probaby at
the presert day locaion of Charkon. The continuing siltation of the egualy (a processwhich
continues to this day) meart tha by the time of the Christian era and the permaent Roman
invasionin AD 43, the estuarywas much further towards the sea. The site of the former
Raman Quay public house at Stembiook andthe formea Co-Operatve food storemarksthe
location of the estuary in Roman times The geograhical locdion of the town and its
excellert naturd harbou at the postion where the shoreg crossing to the continert could be
made have dictated that Dover has aways been a place of commere and home to
innumerable travellers from the most famous to the long forgotten Thus the history of
Dover, ard indeed, the Catholic Faith in Dover, is inextricably intertwined with the culture,
history and geograply of Britain and northem Europeitself, andmust be seen in this context

The main Roman invason in AD 43 led by Aulus Plautius estabishal a strong
foothdd in Britain which was to last until the year 410. They establshed the Classis
Britannica, the British headquaters of the Roman Fled at Dover, on a site underthe preset
day York Street. There was a reddentid area to the north of the fort, the town was
prosperos and the Roman Panted House was built c200. To the Romars the place was
knownasPortus Dubris and this is the Latin inscription still used on the coa of arms today.

Pommnia Graecing, the wife of Aulus Plauius and Claudia, a British lady who had
maried the RomanSenabr Pudens are believed to have been Christians. Tacitus mentioned
Pommnia and Saint Pad himself refersto Claudia and Pudensin his secondEpistle to
Timothy (2 Tim 1V, 21):

"Make hase to come beforewinter. Eubulus and Puders and Linusand Clauda and
all the brethren salue thee¢ (Douaiversion)

"Make haste and come to me before winter. Eubulus and Pudens and Linus and
Clawdia andall the brethren send thee their greeting” (Knox version)

"Hastento come before winter. Eubulus Pudens Linus and Clauda and all the
brethrengreetthee’ (Confraternityversion)

In a footnote to his transhtion, the late Mgr Ronald Knox states that the Linus
referred to is he who beame the first Pope following Saint Pete and quotes his source as
Euseius. A footnote to the Confraternily version says that Sant Irenaets tells us tha thisis
Saint Linus, the secoxd Pope. His nane is listed in the Roman Caron of the Mass
(Euchatistic Prayer | in the modernMissd of the RomanRite).

It is possible, aacording to various soure@s tha Claudia was the daughter of
Cozidubrus a pety BritishKing of Chicheste at thistime.

Prince Lucius wrote to Pope Sant Eleutherius (reigned from 175 - 189) desiring to



receiwe instruction and bapism. Ludus (who was a desceident of Cogidubrug was sent
Saints Fugatius and Damian by the Pope; was converted and baptised and becane a leade of
the British Christians. This wasarourd the year 180. Lucius built one of the first Christian
churches in this countyy, it is said where the presem Roman foundations under the churd of
St Mary-in-Castroare locateld. One of the Roman tiles bearsthe imprint of seagull feet and
at its cente, the spoa of a Siberian wolf, both madewhenthe surfae was drying.

Records exist in the Vatican Library conceming Prince (now Saint) Lucius. The
episock is also mentioned by Saint Bede the Venerablein his History of the English Church
and Pele. Using this as a saurce, the Anglo-Saxa Chronide hasan entry for the year 167
reading:

"Eleutherius recewved the bishopric in Rome and held it worthily for fifteen years. To
him, Lucius, king of the Britons sentmen with letters, asking that he be baptised and he
soon sent backto him; after this they remainedin thetrue faith until Diocletians time."

Saint Lucius subseqiently preachd in Bavaria and Austria, undemwent considerats
persecuibn and was martyred there. The Liber Ponificalis (c530) records these details as
well. Thefeastday of Sant Luciusis Decemberd.

A hierarcly was estabishal in Britain befare the end of the third cenury. At the
Councl of Arles (314) we find presen Eborius, Bishop of York; Restitutus Bishop of
London; andAchelphius Bishaop of Lincoln. BritishBishops were alsopresem atthe Council
of Sadica(347) and Rimini (359). By 367 Britain was overrun by an'alliance of Picts, Scos
and Saxonsand began to see the retum of Paganism. However, it is posside tha pockets of
Christianity survivedthe Paganperiod. A monumental dab, beaing a crossand a chisella
memori in Runic charaders, datingfrom the end of the fift h cenury, were found in Dover
in 1810



2. Anglo-Saxa and Mediaeval Times

The stoty of how Saint Augustne was sert to convert Englard bad to Christianity is
avery well known one. He landal at Ebbdled in AD 597 and subsequently establshed his
See at Canterbury. Ethelbet, King of Kent and fifth decendenhfrom Hengist married his
queea, Bertha, who was the only daughte of Chaibert, King of Paris; a cousin of Clotaire,
King of Soissos and Childabert,King of Austrasia. At thistime Kent was progerots once
more, havng been at peae@ for nearly a certury, and was preeminentin Saxa Britain.
According to Saint Bede Ethelbet ruled as far north as the Humber Bertha was both
zealousand pious and had full liberty by the articles of her marnage to practise her religion.
She wasattended by a French Prelate, Luidhard, the Bishopof Senlis. He conwerted, by his
preaching and example, severd pagns at the court. Clotaire made a raid into Thuringia in
530 and capture a 12 year old girl, whom he educated in the Faith and then maried. Sone
accouwnts say tha he wascrud to her andmurderedher brother c55Q others that she was so
full of good works tha she did not like life at court and retired from it to Potiers whereshe
establishal a monastey for 200 nuns. Theyfollowed the rule given by Sant Caesarig to the
nuns of Arles. This lady, whom we know as Sairt Radigund (sometima spelt Radeyund)
had a close friendshp with Sairt Venantits Fortunatuswho becane chaplan to her nuns.
The gift of arelic of the true cross to the monastely at Pottiers inspiredhim to write the two
well known hymns Vexlla Regis and Pange lingua glorios lauream certaminis which
feature widely in the Good Friday liturgies. Of Saint Radigund he wrote: "humaneloquene
isstruck almos dumb by the piety, self-denial charty, sweehess humility, uprightnessfaith
and fervour in which shelived". Saint Radigunddied on 587 August 13th (now her feas
day) and is buried in the church of Our Lady at Pottiers. Many miracles were worked at her
tomb. Thusis established a connection between Saint RadigundandKent, which subjed we
shdl retum to shortly.

There is a mention of Benedctine monasteries at Reculver, Minster (on the Isle of
Thanet home of Sairt Mildred) Lyminge and Dover in the sixth centuy. There is a mgor
Anglo Saxa cemetery at Buckland daing from before 525 and containing 440 burials. At
this time the centie of the town's activity had shifted to the castie fort on the easten heights
(site of the later Norman castle) King Eadbatl establishel a secular collegeof 22 priess or
canors there in 620. King Wihtred moved them down to a new site on the old Roman
remains to the weg of the presem Market Squae in 696. Whenfacing almog certan defed
in battle, he prayed for help to St Martin of Tours. Accarding to legend, St Martin appeaed
to the King and promised him victory. In thanksgving, the King built the church nea the
presem day Market Squae. (This legerd is ailmost certainly the basis for St Martin of Tours
becaming the patran saint of Dover). Writing abou 700, King Wihtred menions the
monastery/churd of Sairt Martin built in the town "where ships before rodeat anchof. This
churchwas burnt by William of Normang shortly after the 1066 invasion when he arrived at
Dover ard set fire to the town before taking the castle It was rebuilt asthe Norman church
of Saint Martin-le-Grand Archaeolgjical excavatiorsin the 1970s reveakd the existene of
alarge Saxon wooden hall 40 fee long x 30 feet wide (one of the finest in England nea the
Norman church of Sant Martin-le-Grand. It was speculated that this may have been
associatel with the long lost monastery referred to by King Wihtred. This seens to be the
eariest connection established betwee Dover and Sairt Martin of Toursard is lost in the
mists of time. One writer has suggeged that as Sant Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier
before he becane a bishop it is possble tha he may once have served in the Roman Legion
in Dover. There is, howevwer, no proof of this. Saint Martin died, aacording to the Anglo-
Saxa Chronicle, in 444.This is probaby anerror and moden accountgjuote 397 November



8th asthe dat of his dedh, at the age of 81. He is still the paron saint of Dover andis
portrayed on the town's coa of arms offering his cloak to a beggar. (Dover is one of only two
towns in England to hawe its own paton saint the otheris Bury St Edmunds).

Recordsof Anglo-Saxon times are fragmentay and it is only aswe move closer to the
Norman invason that they improve in detil. The churc of St Mary-in-Casto, next to the
easten end of the only remainirg RomanPharos,s largely a Saxa building and dates from
the tenth centuy. Built in the Anglo-Romanesquestyle, it was allowed to fall into decayand
was not restoreduntil 1862 and 1888. It is ill one of the bestexanples of a Saxon church
in England.

Count Eustaceof Boulognemarried Cyda, siste of Sairt Edwad the Corfessa and
travelled through Dover in 1050 to meet his brotherin-law. The peogde of the town are sad
to have not taken kindly to his "bombagdic insolencé and in the ensuirg conflict 19 Normans
were kill ed, the Court fled and the whole countly was roused

After the Norman conqued Dover coninuedto play an increasingly impottant role
andthe number of Catholic churches and monageries (before the Reformatian all churche
in England were Catholic) expanded The enty in the DomesdayBook in 1085(Doveristhe
first entry in tha book such was its significance) shows a community residen largely on the
easernheights in the Castk area and also in the old town on the valley floor, nea the Dour
estuay. The entry starts:

"DOVER in the time of King EDWARD rendeed £18, of which moneyKing Edward
had two parts andEal Gowinethe third. Besides this the canonsof St Martin had the other
hdf... It isnow valued at£40.."

The DomesdayBook showsthe extent of the lands and properties owned by the
"canonsof St Martin of Dove"; for example:

"...Ralph de SaintSanson holds 1 manor or prebend It is cdled 'Charlton' and is
assaesal at1 sulung. There hehas3 villans and4 bordes with 1 plough..”

The canms owned land at Buckland, Gustm (25 acres) St Margarets at Cliffe (more
than50 acres) Deal (50 acres) Shepherdwell, Farthingloe, Wed Hougham and elsewhere.

The twelfth cenury seems to have been a time of growth and exparsion. The
magnificent Norman church of St Martin-le-Grand was built at this time and remainel in
existence for nearly 400 years. It was more than 200 feet long, enclosed three parish altars
unde its roof, including that of St Nicholas (the crypt of which was until the tragic fire in
1977, the basemenof the Crypt Regaurart in Bendh Street This has now been infill ed and
amain sewag@ pipe has bee driven through the ruins) and St John and had a cential tower
rising to a height of at least 100 feet Extensve archaelogical excavaions after the Second
World War and in the 1970s confirmed the massive extent of this building, stretching as far
asthe presen day site wed of the Market Square StMartin-le-Grand was built by Odo, Eatl
of Kent and Bishop of Baleux, who had contol of Dover after the Norman conquest
William, sonof Oger, the Norman benefciary of the prebeml in Charlon, also held a churdc
(monasterum) in Dover from Odo. The DomesdayBook notes that this churd was claimed
by the carons of the Priory, and wasalmod cerainly St Mary's.

Esmelt (chapain to Sairt Edwardthe Confessor) hed 'one sulung (over a hundrel



acre$ in the parish of St Margare which wasworth 20 shllings in late Saxa times After
the Norman invasion he lost this and it was given to Robertus Niger andthe value increased
to 30 shillings

Throughout eary Mediaeval times when the site of the presentMarket Square (of
nineteenth and twentieh century origin) was the church yard of St Martin-le-Grand,a great
annua festval known as St Martin's Fair was held on Novembe 11th (the feast day of St
Martin of Tours and this continued even after the suppresionof this church.

Another church built at this time was St James under Castle Hill, and mostly
dedroyed by enemy action in the Secomn World War. This, too, was of Norman archtecture
with a certral embattlel tower rising between the nave and chancel. The south aisle was
late usedfor the courts of the Cinque Portsand Admiralty. It was alsoknown as St James
Warden Down.

Unde the presenm site of Lloyds Bark, acros the Market Squae from St Martin-le-
Grand lie the remairs of the churc of St Peter dating from the same period. The cente of
the Market Squae was at this time marked by the Market Cross, which is still shown on
plars as late as1595

Most of Normancentrd Dover seemsto have been coveral by magnificent churche
which must have been an imposing sightindeed On the northern outskirts of the town a
smaler church was built. Thisisthe sole church surviving from that origind group. St Mary
the Virgin is today the Church of England parish church, but originally startedlif e in Norman
times as a much smaller building. The tower is Normanwith some Saxon work in the lower
stagesand the Normanfont is of Purbe& marmle. It was enlarged during the thirteent and
fourteerth certuries

Whitfield church is of Normanorigin and also contains sone Saxam work, while the
church at St Margarets-at-Cliff e is amostentirely Norman Early ships are cawved on some
of the pillars.

This was aso the time of disputes and jealousies in the Mediaeva Church The
Archbishopof Canerbuy, Archbish@ Corbeil, was not happywith the monastc institution
of St Martin-le-Grand. It had over the years been grantel so many privileges that it was
practically outside his contol. In 1123 he was able to blackmai King Henry | to pernit the
edablishment of a monasteryfor regula canors of the Benedictine order outside the town
andtranser all the property and income of the old institution to the new foundaton. Thusit
was that the ancient institution was dissoled and the canors dispersed. The new foundatian
was known initially as The Priory of St Mary and St Martin of the New Wark (= newwork),
later to be referred to as St Martin's, Dover and Dover Priory, founded in 1131. One writer
hassummael up the history of the Priory as 200 years of constamh quarrelling with the monks
of Christ Church Cantebury, followed by 200 yearsof subsrvience to them On 1160
Octobe 19th, a confirming chater from King Henty Il altered the statusof the Priory to
complete submssion to Canterbury.King Stephenis reputel to have died at the Priory.
Whenthe Priory was built, St Martin le Grard becane a parish church

The Priory Churcdh wasa magnificert sighton the edge of Dover. It waslarger than
any in Kent, being about 300 ft long and covering 25,000 sq ft. It had marble pillars and
magnificent interior decraion and was the cente of the monasic buildings that were
groupea arourd it. It was certainly one of the mog important monasic housesn this partof



the country, lying on the dired route between England and Rome Mary Papal Legates,
Archhishopsand Prelates stayed for a while in its quiet sedusionbefore continuing on their
way to London or Rome.

In 1147 a crusading fleet which had departed from Dover recapturel Lisbon from the
Moaors.

King Henry Il built the (present keep of Dover Cagdle. Barhan Cout, betwea
Dover and Cantebury, was the home of one of the Knight-assasss of Sant ThomasBecket,
martyred in CanterburyCathedral on 1170 December29th on the misinterpreted ordes of the
King.

The year 1189 saw the foundaton of LangdonAbbey to the eastof Dover at West
Langdon. It was dedicatedto St Mary and St Thomas of Carterbury and the monks cane
from Leiston in Suffolk in 1190. The site is marked on the moden Ordnane Survey maps
but almog notrace remans. This abbeywas for the PremonstratensieCanons

They founded another abbey in the areain 1193 The ruins of St Radgund's Abbeyat
Bradsde (= Brad sole = Broad Pond) still exist today remnants of the gaehouse nave,
transef, chapter house cellarsand refectory They arein private ownersip. The site, to the
north westof the area of Dover known as the St Radigund Housirg Estate, is also markedon
the Ordnane Suivey maps The conmunity was foundeddirectly from the mothe house of
Prémontré. The comnunity did not flourish at first and the Genera of the Order proposed to
unite the Abbeys of Bradsole and Langdon; but it later increasedin numbes and reputation
andwas renowned for the sanctity of its menbers St Radgunds Abbey was very much in
favour with the Plantagenet Kings who stayed there when crossing the Channé from Dover.
So highly did they rate the institution that the Abbots were summond to Pariament. The
sed of the Abbey depicts St Radigund, Queenof Frane, erthroned and handng a pasbral
staff to an abbot kneding before her. Clearly the menory of the link between Quesn Bertha
and St Radigund may well hawe inspired the dedcation of this abbey. In 1302 September,
King Edward | receved the Grea Sed in the King's Chapé and delivered it to William
Greenfield who was then the Dean of Chichester From the Visitaion Book of Richad
Redman, Bishop of St Asgh and Commissary-Genera of the Order in the British Isles
(14721502 we find tha suaessiveabbots had allowed the buildingsto fall into a stae of
decay. Leland,a few years before the suppressionof the Abbey, wrote "St Radegunts
standethon the top of a hill, 3 little miles by west, and somewha by south from Dover.
There be White Canons,and the choir of their church is large ard fair. The monasery is at
this time neatly maintained but it appeardt in times pag the buildings havebeenthere more
anmple thanthey be now. Thereison the hill, fair wood, but fresh water lacketh sometime”.
The abbeywas suppressd in 153 at the Reformation. The housewas then beingruled by
Prior ThomasDale, the abbacybeing vacant The site was granted by King Henry VIII to the
apostae Archbishop Cranmer who shatly afterwards returned it to the King. Life-long
leases were subsequently graned to various tenants. In 1590 Queen Elizabeth| sdd the
abbeyto Simon Edolph, who altered the buildings and resided there The abbey continued in
his family until 1719, when it was purchasd by Sir Peter Eaton and subsequenty, by
marriage with one of his descenents, in 1750 to George Sayer of Pet Place, Charing, Kent
The owne in the 1950 wasMr Thomas Else

The Caste Keep built by Henry Il was usedby Richard Coeu de Lion in 1190 when
he was at Dover preparing for the Third Crusade. The expedtionary force set off from
Dover. Thereisthe Norman chapelof St Jom on the first floor of the Keep which wasin use



at this time. Archbishop Baldwin of Cantebury, Hubert Walter, Bishopof Salisbuy (later
Archbishopof Carterbury), many Knights Templar and Knights of St John togeher with
mary warriors and sailors, were in the town. The hugeflotilla setsail on 119 March 6th
and both Archbislop Baldwin and the Bishop of Salisbury sailed with them. Richad of
Devizes described the scene

"There were 100 shipsand 14" Coques"or "busse’ (= largesided vessel), vessels of
great magntude. There is appointal to the ships commard a mos experienced stearanan
and 14 subordinae attendarts; the ship is freighted with 40 horsema and horse, 40 foot, 15
sailars, and with anentire years provisions for asmany men and horses.

The Knights Templa had one of their main Precepbries in this country at Tempke
Ewell, justoutside Dover. In 1185 the Templrs arelisted as havng an estte of more than
300 acres Archaeologich excavations of the site from 19641966 revealed a late twelfth
century hall built in flint and mortar with chalk foundations, chagel, kitchen and other rooms
built a little later to the south side of the chapel. Part of the site oveldaps land at Old Park
The Templars were totally proscribed and exterminated in 1312 Afterthis their properties at
Tempk Ewel passéd into the hands of the Knights Hospitallers

The Knights of St John had their Precetory at Swingfield, nea Dover. It was one of
their principal basesin Britain for Knightstravdlin g between Doverand the Mediterranean
It remaineduntil the dissdution of the monasteries by Henty VIII. The Knights were driven
from Palestne at the end of the thirteenth century, settling on the idand of Rhodes where
they built a castk, awalled city and a fourteenth century hosptal. In 1522 they capitulatel to
the Turks, were allowed to evacuag the island, went to Cyprusand, after a short period, to
Tripoli. They madetherr final homein Malta

There was a violert quarré betweenthe Pope and King John: a conflict over who
shauld be Archbishop of Canterbuy. The Popewanted to appoint StephernLangtonand the
King wantedJahn de Gray, Lord Bishop of Norwich. Evenually Popelnnocert 111 placedthe
nation unde interdict, proclaimed on 1208 March 23rd. (This effedively closal all the
chuches and suspadd all religious services and functons, and is usedas a pendty in
Canam Law for persigentdisabedience). On 1209 October 2nd Archbishop StephenLangton
was at Dover, but the King would not see him. The King cane to Chilham Caste and sent
messengers with proposals to the Archbishop at Dover. These proved to be unaccepable and
the Archbishop returnel to Pontigny in France. In 1210 King Jom camne to Dover expeding
to meet the Archbishop, but the latter refused to sal from France to meet him. In 1213 Pope
Innocentinvited all the Knights of Europe to assume”the sign of the cross"and war with
Jaohn. In the end the King surrenderd to the Popevia the Knights Templas aspea® makes.
Pandulf, the PapalLegate, sent over the GrandMaster of the Temgdars, Almaric, and also
Durendus anoher Templar, who met King John at Temple Ewell. John agreed to the Pope's
terms,induding all the conditiors imposed On May 13th Jom was at the Preeptory and
agreedto the appoinment of StephenLangtonas Archbishop of Canterbury.The nex day,
May 14th, was speit in secret cornsultaton. On the morning of May 15th there was a
ceremory in the grea hall of the Preceptory Mary English Prelates, Knights and Nobles
were present The King disarmed before the Papa Legate and put in his handsa charte
subscribedby himself, 1 archbishop, 1 bishop, 9 eark and 3 barons It grantedto the Pope
and his sucessos the Kingdomsof England and Ireland to be held in "freehdd"” for an
amud rent of 1,000 marks 700 for England and 300 for Ireland The deel is addresse "At
the house of the Temple near Dover" andis in the Public Records Office. The King did
homage to the Pgpd Legate the form of words being:



"I will be faithful to God, to the blessed St Peter, to the Roman Churd, to Pope
Innocert andhis rightful successas..”

Money was paid to the Pap4 Legate who chos to tramplke on it. Only the Archbishop
of Dublin dared to complainat thisinsolencé The Papa Legate then returnel to France.

Archbishop Stephen Langton wrote the hymn Ven Sance Spritus. This is the
Sequene in the Mass for Pentecost

The presenchurch at Temgde Ewell dates from the mid-twelfth century and contans
some seveateenth century stained glassdepicting the life of St Joseph the Wise Men in
Bethleham, and St Lawrence. Thisis believedto be of Swissor Flemishworkmanship.

On the WesternHeights are the founddions of a circular church of the Templas
dating from the thirteent century. There was a long-gone village nameal Braddonat this
location. The church had a nave 27 ft in diameter. They built their churches with circular
naves as copies of the church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jertsaem This was only one of ten
suchchurche in Englandwith thisdesgn. Built largely of flint, the walls were faced with
blocks of Caen stone. It is though that the Templas might havehad a smal quay at the
harbour somewhee just below the church

Adjacert to the Priory in Mediaeva times was built the Domus Dei, better known as
the Maison Dieu. It was built by Hubert deBurgh in 1203 as a hospital, hosté or hospie for
pilgrims and other travellers. Countles pilgrims used to passthroughDover en route to the
shrine of St Thomas Beckd at Carterbury and the nationd shrine of Our Lady of
Walsnghan (dating from the appaition of Our Lady there in 1061). It survved in use until
the reign of Henty VIII. The Gred Hall wasoriginally at a much lower level. This can be
sea from the heght of the ealier arches on the outside elevatiors which now only just
protrude above the levd of the moden pavement (It is interesting to note that the remak
"building on the work of the past applesliteraly here, butit is ageologica fact that South
Eag Englard has been subsding at the rate of 6 inches (0.15 m) per century for some
centuriesnow. This is a corseqenc of the rise of Scdland and the north following the
melting of the majar ice shees of the lag glaciation - a process known as isostdic adjustmen
- and the continued collision betveen the African and Europen Platesand the conseqient
continuing slow rise of the Alps). The Connaught Hall today occupies the site of a large
churd attache to the hospitl. An archof the Lady Chapé of this churd can still beseenin
the former Magistrates Courtroom. The stred outsice is still called Ladywel to this day from
the chalybeag¢ (pronounced kal-eebe-at, water enriched in iron) spring dediated to Our
Lady, closeto this Lady Chapel, which had areputation for miracuous heding properties In
its time, the Maism Dieu wasvisited by Henry I11, who attendedits ded cation, Richad I
and his bride Isabellaof Fran@ andHenryV returning from Agincout.

Henry Il was quarrelling with the Barons for mog of his reign Dover Caste
changed hards several times. The Quea, Eleana of Provenceasemblel a large army in
Flandes but adversewinds preventel her sailing to England for several weeks. Meanwhile,
the Popeplacedthe Cinque Pors unde interdict and summonel four English bishops to
appear before him a Boulogre. They consented to retum with the sentewme of
excommuncaion agains the King's enemies, but willingly allowed it to be taken from them
by the Officers at Dover.



Saint Edmundof Abingdon was born abou 1175 on Novembker 20th. He wert to
Oxford University at abou the age of 12 years,and, 3 or 4 years later, to Pafs. On return
from Parishe was Regent of Arts at Oxford for 6 years. Father Tanne tells us in his book
that Sant Edmunds mother was dea and he had a drean abou her, which he interpreted as
amessag to turn to more serious studies He returnedto Paristo study theology and cane
back abou 1214, as Regent of Thedogy at Oxford. Longnights spentin prayerresutedin
him often 'nodding off' during lectues. He would wake with a start and say. "I was not
asleep - just thinking". Richard Poore appointed him Treasurer of Salishury Cahedra in
1222, with the annexedprebemn of Calne, and he was respnsible for raisingthe money to
completethe choir of the cathedral.

In 1231 Richad le Grand, Archbishopof Carterbury, died. Several names were
suggestedfor the successionbut the Poperefused to confirm them When the See had been
vacantfor 4 years,Pgoe Gregay | X intervened personally and ‘gavethe monkspower to elect
Maste Edmund Caron of Sdisbuy'. Edmurd was reludant to accept office, but agreel
after two days on the groundsthat if he refused the Pope might appoint a foreign
ecclesiagic. He was consecated at Cantebury on LaetareSunday 1234 April 2nd. Within
morths of his consecrationhe averted civil war by fealesdy exposingthe evils threaenng
the land and recanciled Henry 111 and the Barors. Edmund had pracised physical penances
to an extraordinalty degree since youth and men listenedto him becuse of his virtue and the
respect in which he washeld. One of the Barons to be reconcled with the King was Hubert
de Burgh, Eall of Kent and Constabé of Dover Caste. He had earlie sucaessfully defended
the town agang a French siegein 1216

The sucessachieva by Edmund turned the King again$ him and in 1237 Henry 111
secural the appointmenof Cardinad Otto as Pap# Legate hoping to embarras Edmurd and
undemine his authority. However, the two men got on well and worked together Edmund
came to Doverto welcone the Papd Legat to England.

In 1240Edmund setout for Francefrom somewhee between Dover and Sandwich on
anad liminavisit to Rome Hedid not return. One of his lag acis was to write a testmonid
letter from Soisy indemnifying Eusta@ of Favershamthe one monk at Canterbuy who
remainel faithful to him, againstany actions the other monks might take. For the same
reason he had written in the previous March to the sub-Prior andmorks of St Martin, Dover,
apminting Eustaceo be their Prior, but there is no record of the appointmentbe ng takenup.
Saint Edmund died at Sasy on 1240 Novembe 16th and his body was takento Pantigny to
be buried and evisceraed. In his Life of & Edmurd, Dr C.H. Lawrence (Oxford University
Press 1960 writes

"After the body had been embalmedtherefae, the clerksset off with the remans of
their archbishop. The procesion met with impressve demonstatiors of populardevotion all
along the route. At the village of Traind erthusiasm becane so intens that the abbd of
Pontigny began to fear for the safety of his preciows freight and decided to take a strong line
with the thaumaturge The sairt was invoked and orderal in virtue of obedience (he was a
corfrater of Pontigny) to desst from his miracles until the procesion reached home
Thereafer progress was better'.

Saint Edmund was canonizel by Pope Innocent IV in the cathedrd at Lyons on 1246
Decembe 16th. His feast day is Novembe 16th. On 1247 June 9th his remains were
translated to an elabaate shrine abovethe high altar at Pontigny in the presene of Louis IX
of France The shrineis still there today.



In Dover a new chapelfor the Cemetey of the Poor had been built. Sairt Richard
Bishopof Chichester, hadbeen Edmund's consant companion ashis Chancelor. They had
almosta fathersonrelationship. Richad was with Edmund whenhedied at Soisy andit was
hewho broke the Archbishops sed asa sign that his reign was over. Edmurd bequedted his
goblet "to my belovedChancellor, whom | have long and heartly loved". Richad later used
this gobletto bless a crippled boy. Asthe boy drank from it he was cured Richard decidel
to become ordained He alreadyveneraed Edmurd assaint and had setup a shrine to him.
Richad becane parish priestat Deal He was elected Bishop of Chicheste in 1244. The
King considerd Richard his enamy and oppose the election. Richad hadto appe&to the
Pope who was at the Council of Lyons. The King sentmessenger# plea his caseg but the
Pope decidal in Richards favour and peronally consecratd him bishq. Other bishops were
also consecrged that day and the stoly is told tha the saaed oil flowed from the amphora
only drop by drop, but when the Popecameto Richard it flowed in copious streans.

In the course of preaching the Crusac in 1253 Richaid came to Dover and stayed in
the Maison Dieu. He was askal by the Mastr, Michad de Kenebaston(1248-1271) ard
Brethren of the hospte to consecrate their new cemetey chapé to St Edmund. It isrepated
that "his face (indeed his whole body) lit up with joy, and he gladly agreed to their requeg.
He went to the Chapé and solemny consecatedit with grea devotion”. It was Laetae
Sunday, 1253March 30th. It was the fulfilment of awish that St Richard had cherishedfor 9
years Thepeopk of Dover gathere arourd the Chapeland St Richad preached

"Dealy beloved: | ask you to bless and praisethe Lord with me for allowing meto be
presem at this consecration to his honour and to the honour of our beloved father, St
Edmund. Ever since | was consecratd bishop, it has been my degyed wish - something |
have prayedfor with all my strength - that before my death | shoull consecra¢ at leag one
churchto his memory. From the very depths of my heart | thank Godthat he hasnot cheatel
me of my hearts desire. And now, brethren, | know tha | am shorty to die and | commenl
my saul to your prayers'.

He finished the Mass of Consecation (this Mass would havebeen in the Sarun Rite.
This wasthe main liturgical rite in usein England until the Reformation when mog of its
missak were dedroyed. The structure of the rite was very similar to tha which has
erroneously become known as 'Tridentine'and which is now known as the Extraardinary
Form of the RomanRite, except tha there would hawe been a tropad Kyrie, amongg other
differencs in the rubrics), blessedthe peopk and returned to the Maison Dieu. He had
preached his last semon ard celebratedis lag Mass As helay dying he askel for a crucifix
and kissedthe places of the SacredWounds with great devotion and began to carres it very
gently asif hesaw Our Lord in the ad of dying. Hethen said: "I give thanks to you, Lord
JesusChrist, for al the benefits which you have given me, for all the pains and insults which
you hawe borre for me on accaunt of which this sadlamert escapel your lips "There is no
sorrow like unto my sorrow". You, Lord, know that if youwanted, | would suffer all manne
of insults and torture and deah itsdf for you, and since you know that this is true, hawe
mercy on me becaug | commend my soul to you'. Turning to Our Lady, both in his heat
andon his lips, he said: "Mary, mothe of grace, mothe of mery, proted us againsg our
eneny, and recave us at the hour of our death” Hethen died. It wasApril 3rd at midnight.
He actually forecas his deah two days beforehand to Simonof Tarring. He wascanmized
in 1262 Januay and St Edmunds Chapé became a placeof pilgrimage as well as acemeery
chapel



St Edmurd and St Richard were the first Oxford schobrs to attain sainthood. They
were re-united in Dover.

In the floor of the Chapé beside the altar you can see asmadl cist (pronounced 'kist)
which is where the bowels of St Richad were buried. It is related that mary favourswere
grankd at this spot. The remainde of the body wasreturned to Chicheste and endrined.
The shrinewas destoyed by Cromwells menafter the Reformation.

Bavington Jones transaipt of a 1764 manuscipt reads:"St Edmunds Chapd is now
to be sea entire, and a vastnumbe of human bones havelately been discovered nea it."
C.R. Haines, writing in Dove Priory, 1930, relates that the floor of the Comé Inn, which
stood in Priory Road immediatey southof the Chape| fell in and a vault was discovered
containing chak coffins placed on shelves Mr Barnesthe proprietor kept one of the skulls
andit was still on the mantelpiee when hiswidow died in 1891 In the mid-1970swhen the
adjoining site to the south (probaly the same as that of the Inn) wasexcavaed prior to new
building works and the constructim of the presem car park, a number of coffins containng
intad skektons were excavatal at the level of the Chapel. Thes were subsequently re-
covered before the car park was built. (Note that the level of the Chapelrequring stegs to
access it from the modem highway is againthe result of isosttic readusment, referred to
ealier).

The Chapel remaine a place of pilgrimage untl the Reformation. In 153 the
Maser and Brethren of the Maison Dieu took the Oath of Suprenacy as required of them by
the King's commissoners The monasteries and friaries had all been dissolved by 1540. On
1544Decembe 11th, the Maste andBrethrenduly signed the surencer of the Maison Dieu,
St Edmunds Chapeland all its other property to King Henry VIII.

Saint Richard's Prayer

Thanksbeto Thee, my Lord Jess Christ, For all the benefts which Thouhastgiven
me, For al the pains and insuts which Thou hag bornefor me, O most merciful Redeener,
Friend andBrother. May | know Thee more clearly, Love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee
more nearly.

Sant Edmund's Prayer

Lord, into your hards and into the hands of your holy angels,| entrust this day my
life, my relatives, my benefactors, my friends and my enemies, and all Christians. Enlighten
my heart with the grace of your Holy Spirit; grart that | may eve be obediert to your
commandrents neve let me be separatd from You, who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever andever. Amen

Prayer of Saint Edmund to Saint John

O Beloved Disciple of Jesus O Virgin Aposte, obtan for me from the Lord, that
happy deah which was accorde to Thyself - the beauiful deah of the Sairts. May | end my



life in true Faith, firm Hope, and perfed¢ Charty. May |, preservng to its closea soundmind,
and a clear intelled, be able, snceely, to confes my sins, and to be fortified with the
Viaticum of Salation, and the Unction of the dying. May | expire consume with an arden
thirst to see the desirable face of our LORD JESUSCHRIST.

There were endkess quarrels betveenthe Monagery of Christ Church Canterbuy and
St Martin's Priory, Dover. This reflected no credit uponthe parties involved. Yet, thereis
one very specid persa in our history: someore very specidindeed In 1295 there had been
war with France for two years and there were continual atacksand raids along the coass. In
the summe of that year a French ship had been blown astore at Hythe and the ertire crew
was murderel by the English. The Frendh mace a reprisal aittack on Dover on the night of
August1st. The following day, Tuesdg August 2nd, Jchn of Tynemouth relates "...a huge
fleet enteredthe port of Dover.. at the third hour..and..1,50Qvell-armedmen rushed ashore
andset fire to manyhouses in the town..". The pirates took overthe town, burning ravaging
and plundering. Onebandof menwent straigh to the Priory, broke in, murdera the servang
and rarsackel the buildings The monks had rushel in fearto the safet of their church One
monk, Thomas de laHale, seeirg it was midday and time for the siesaaccordng to the rule,
wert to his cell to lie down. In his cell wasa smal safe containingthe Priory's valuables.
Jug after he had reache his cdl the invades caugh up with him. Hetried to prevent their
saailege sayirg: "Ye aboninabke men, what are you doing? Desist and ceag your
iniquitous deeds Do you not know tha it is unlawfu for you to hardle so irreverenty with
polluted and unworthy hands the consecrated reliquaries of God? Resgn therefore pea®ably
things consecrate to the reverence and love of God ard return by the way you came, that ye
incur not for your misdoings that terrible sentence of the great excomnunication." The
Frenchmen replied the chronicle reports: "Y ou old bald pate hand over to us your treasue
which you have hoaided and hidden away, lest you die immediately by anevil death”. To this
he answerd quietly, "I confess to you that| have a mog precious and neve failing tressure
laid up in my heart, | mean my Lord Jess Christ and his Virgin Mother Mary, my Lady. Of
this treasire indeed,do what you will you can neve rob me". He stood firm and they rushed
at him, striking him with their swords "so that the brains of his heal were plainly exposal to
view". They made certan that he was deal by thrusting their swords into him and coninued
to sack the monastery. Whenthey sawthe inhabitants gathering forces to relieve the Priory
they fled to their ships and sailed on the tide with £1,560 worth of treasure as well as
chartes ard relics "whose worth could nat be estimaed”.

On returning the monks were horrified to find their brothe and were ashaned of
their own flight. They buried Sairt Thomes de la Hale in front of the altar of Our Lady and
St Katherine where he use to go secrety in the middle of the night and kned in prayer.

His biographer writes "Immedately he was buried it pleaseal the Highest to show
openl atonce to the faithful with what favour of Divine Love He cherishe him while still
alive in the world". Many miracleswere worked at his tomb "so tha both menand women
visiting the tomb from oversea publicly proclaimel that 'God, in His loving kindness for the
merits of His servant, our brother, Thomas de la Hale, monk of Dover, has mercifull y healel
and delivered us from the tribulation, hardships dangersand infirmities of this life in the
power of Our Lord Jesis Christ, to whom be honou and praiseand glory for ever and ever.
Amen.".



Locd dewtion to the Sant continued untl the Refarmation, but the official
canonizatim was prevented by the monks of Christ Church, Canerbury. The Bull of Inquiry
was issual by Pope Urban VI in the third yearof his ponifi cate on 1380 Decembe 20th at
the request of King Richard 1l and handed to Archbishgp Courtenay by the precenta of the
Priory (appointed as promoter for the cause when he returned The feastday is kept on
August2nd and is listed in the Roman Martyrology, unde the healing "Thomas of Dover".
There was an altar dedicatel to Sairt Thomas of Dover in the old Priory Church and he is
represente in the paintings of the English Sairts in the Venerable English College in Rome
He is the only candidate for canonizaion whos deah was first officially atested by the
granting of an indulgenceto the faithful who prayed for the repose of his soul. In arourd
1322 Simon Simeon, an Irish friar passig through Dover on his way to the Holy Land attests
to the honour given to him as a martyr and to the miracles taking place at his tomb. At
Canterbuy in 1370 October, Archbishg William Whittlesey grarted a further indulgence.
An inventory drawn up by the Priory secristan in 1389 Octobe includes a stone altar upon
which Blessed Thomas was martyred and a linen winding shee of Blessel Thomas Thomas
Rich, Vicar of Buckland was buried at Dover Priory in 1500 and left 8d in his will for the
"altar of Blessed Thomasof Hales'. The Priory continued to ceebrate his feastannwlly on
Augus 2nd including anannua Trout Supger, until the Reformaton.

It is recorde that in 1416 the Empeor Sigismundof Germany and Audria landed at
Dover. Thereisastainead glass window depcting thisin the Maison Dieu. He concluded an
alliance with Herry V, waserrolled asa Knight of the Garter and sailed with Henty to Cdais
to attend a conferene of various powe's on the "state of the Church™”.

In 1430 April the young King Henry VI, thennot yet ten years old, was transpored to
Cdais in readinessfor his French coronaton. Due to the troubles in France he had to wait
three months in Calais beforegoing to Paris. He lodgedin the same castle at Rouen at the
sametime as St Joan of Arc, who was then19 yearsold. He was crowned in Paris on 1431
Decembe 16th by Henry, Cardind Beaufort, Bishag of Winchester He returned to England
landing at Dover on 1432 February 9th. In 1441 he foundel the college of "Our Ladie at
Eton"(now the famous public school) and died (being murdeed) on 1471 May 21st Mary
miracles were worked after his deah of which 23 were acceptal by the Church A prayer to
him waswritten by Pope Sixtus IV. Proceedngs for his canoniation initiated by Henry VII
were interryptedby the Reformaton andhave yetto beresumed.

In Tudor times the well known compaser Thomas Tallis (c1510-1585) was organist at
Dover Priory in 1531. He later went to Waltham Abbey, but his employmert ceaed on the
dissolution of the monasteies, he was subsguently employed at Canterbuy. His pupi was
the Tudor compee William Byrd. ThomasTallis compogd music usel as two hymn tunes
today. Tallis Ordind is the tune usedfor Come Holy Ghost, Creator Comeand Tallis' Canon
is used for Light of all days that wereand be (Wesminsta Hymnal) and Glory to Theemy
God this night. Parts of the modernDover College organ dat from the time of Thomas
Tallis.

A chapé was built in Mediaeva times on the shoreline to the eas of Archcliffe Fort,
by a nobleman from the north of England in thanksgiving for beng brought safely ashore
from a shipwred off Dover. It wasdedicatel to Our Lady of Pity. When John Clerk was
planning to enlarge the haibour at the begiming of the sixteenh cenury, he cut an entrane
channé through Archcliffe Rock leaving the chapé standng on the souheast side of the
entrance, on "chape rock’', detached from the mainland and dominating the hatour
entrance. In 1530the French ambassadoto England, Jeachim de Vaux, was shipwreckel



off Dover and he, in his turn, redored the chapel in thanksgiving for a saferexue. He
installed a French friar, Joln de Ponte to celelrate Mass and save the shrine. Unfortunatly
de Ponk was ambitious and unpopuar in the town. When the Maste of the Maison Dieu,
John Clerk, diedin 1535, de Pontewrote to Thomas Cromwel (Henry VIII's Vicar Gereral)
askirg for this positon. However, the recta of St Janes, Jom Thompson was given the
pos and thus enmity arosebetwee the two men Thompson being also an ambitious man,
acquescel in all the Reformation demands. Henty VIII appanted him in charge of his
works at the harbour. Whenthe friar wasawayfor a day, Thompsonbroke in to the chapé
andreporteal to Cromwell that in the altar missd the nameof the Pope was still placed before
that of the King. The Mayor of Dover wasanoher enemyof de Porte and he tried to get him
removel. However,de Ponte wasprotecta@ by diplomaticimmunity. WhenEngland wentto
war with Francein 153 it was alleged that de Pontecommuncated with the Frend by
keepirg the light on "Chapd Rock" still burning. The Mayor was ingructed to imprison de
Ponte ard this is the last time that his name appeas in history. Bad weaher conditiors and
coadal erosion begn to affect the chapel andits foundations. One writer suggeststha it was
swept away in asewre storm in 1576 However amap of the town and harbou dating from
1605-10 still shows"Arclief Chappell: Christophe Buckingham reproducd the relevant
part of this mgp in his Catholic Dove (1968) A cross coninueal to mark the location of the
chapé after it wasgone.

HenryVIIl hadhimself offered gifts atthe Chapel of Our Lady of Pity in beter times
In fact, Henry VIII particularly liked Dover and frequenty stayed in thetown. At different
times he had three of his wives here and made the town his homeon sever& occasios of
grea feastng and joustng. In 1520 Cardina Wolsey and his entouraye were at Dover. This
was as®ciatad with the visit of the GermanEmperar ChatesV on May 26th. The Empera
left on May 314 and Henty VII | saled to Calaison Junelst He was atthe Field of the Cloth
of Gold on June 4th.

By thetime of Herry VIII Dover Priory waspracically insdvent. There were too few
members to celebraé even the PassageMass reguhrly; the two or three novices were
receivhg no instruction and the buildings were in a state of decas. The previously
magnficen churc of St Martin-le-Grard wasin abad state of repar; in fact it wasin a state
where it would have been well nigh impossibleto repair it. The twelve religious occupants of
the Priory were living the leisurdy lives of gentlemen served by 17 servantsarnd retainers.
Their behaviour fell far shortof their profes®d standards The 1511 official visitation by
ArchbishopWarham noted that the behaiour of the monks left much to be desred, but that
they lived well. Their larder was constantly stocked with all kinds of meat fish and
continenthwines The cost of their farm employeesalone was £22-11-8 per annum. There
was a Prior, subpior, three novices and three or four monks. They had many hundred of
acres of land and owned mills. Their tradtional vows had long since been abandoned

Thelocd clergy and monastc estabishments in Dover made no effort at all to deferd
the Faith and willingly submitted to the Reformation deadees andacts. The monks of the
Priory were pensonedoff (a persion of £4 or £5 perannum; the Prior receving a muc more
generous settement lived as a county gentleman for sevea yeas), the Priory being
surrendered into the King's handson 153 Novembe 16th, and their leper hospidl (St
Batholomews) on ChapelHill grarted to a Dover man for the duration of his lifetime. He
had all the buildings razed to the ground and used the landfor another purpose. All the Priory
treasue wastaken to the Tower of London. The Priory buildings themseVessoon becane a
total ruin, the magnificent church was desecated dismantled and dedroyed, and the
buildings were latea usedas a source of building materid for othe buildings. The more



sewviceabe structurs were adoptel for use as farm buildings. Those now remaning are
incorporated in Dover College, a public school founded in 1871. It is worth noting that the
road going towards Folkesbne outsice the location of the Priory is eventoday named St
Martin's Hill. The present day site of the of the Priory churd is Effingham Street, Saxm
Stred and Norman Stred. Yet andher pat of the monastey is now the approzhesto Dover
Priory railway station.

Thus over 1,30 yeass of almost coninuous union with Rome in the '‘Dowry of Mary'
came to an end and what becameknown as the "Old Faith" andits traditions and pradices
were legally suppesed



3: Peseaution and Exile

To suggestreasoss for the Protestah Reformaton is an almostimpossble task It
was not an instananeous, ovemight phenaneron. In Britain it was closely linked with
politi cs, which complicatd the situation even further. Saint John Fisher had been martyred
on 1535 June 22nd and Saint Thomas More on July 6th of the same year. From this time
onward the treatmem of Catholics in this country beganto degenerate On the continent
disserting voices were being raised in the Church Luther, Calvin and others were
expounding their heresies One step eadly leads to another in this sStuation: the argumen
abou Indulgences;the suggestionof Jugification by Faith Alone the denia of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass and the consequent substitution of the Lord's Supper,leadirg to the
destuction of altars and their replacemen with wooden tales, the abolition of the use of
incense bells and the use of Mass vestmerts; the denial of the existen@ of Purgatory;the
denial of Our Blessd Lady's unique role and the intercessim of the Sants leadirg to the
wholesaé destructon of shrines; the denial of the supremay of the Pope the destruction of
Images;- so the litany contnues Within less than a geneation the religious thinking of the
country had been totally changed The Catholic Church wasvelry slow to react in some of
these matters Certainly there were abwsesand corruption within the Churc herself The
desre to put her own house in order and clearly define the Dogmas of the Faith resulted in
what historians hawe called the 'Counter-Reformaton’. PopePad Il convdked the Council
of Trent in 1545 and this continued to sit until 1564. This Coundl guamanteedsafe transt to
the Protestans so that they could appea at the Council and explain their pasition. The offer
was never accepted

When Queen Mary succeded to the throne shewarted to make Engand Catholic
again. On 1554 Novembe 17th Cardirel Pole(pronounced'pool) landed at Doverin orde to
help Mary reconcile the country with Rome In 1556 apodate ArchbishopCranme was
burnt at the stake, and in the same year Cardind Pole accompanid by Bishop Thornton
came on visitation to Dover. Officers of St Mary's Churdh were orderel by Bishop Thornton
to provide a Mass book, candlesicks, tapers apyx, across...athe cost of sone £3. He also
dischaged Christopler James pries of St Mary's, becawse he was maried, and replacel
him. In 1555 Mayor Richad Elam had been turned out of Office togeher with several
membes of the Corporaion, becaus they did not corform to the Catali c Faith. When Mary
died Englard revertal to Protestatism.

As the Gateway of England Dover provided oneof the main escae routes for priests
trying to get abraad and an entry point for missionay priests coming into the country.
Regnald Cardind Pole, the last Catholic Archbishg of Canterbury, died on 1558 Novenmber
17th There is atomb for Cardnd Pole in Canterbury Cathedral. In 1595 the curae of St
Georme's, Canterbury,William Basenda (or Bashenden) was caughtat Dover, trying to
escpe. In the Acts of the Privy Courtil for 1559 May, William Crispe,governorof Dover
Cadle, istharked for this. Heistold that if the priestcan find surdies he canbereleased. In
1564 March it is recaded that Bernad Bonard wasarresed The yea 15638 sawv the opening
of the seminay at Douai.

Some old Kent families never gaveup their practice of the Faith. Thesewere the
Hawkins of Nash Court, the Guilfords, the Parkesand the Lynsted branch of the Ropers.
They were content to live quietly and bearthe conseqenaes of recusancy. In acordane
with the Act of 1582 they paid up to £260 peryear per head, or adternatively forfeited par of
their estaes. During the reign of Queen Mary many Catholic clerics were reingated but



with the accessia of Elizabethl they either redgned their livings, were deprived (Thomas
Austen vicar of Ead Langdan was one of these) or, in the majority of cages submitted to the
new regime. In 1570Pope Sant PiusV publishedthe Bull of excommuncaton of Elizabeth
I, Regnans in excdsis. This effectively deposd the monach and allowed Catalics to plot
agains her. After this, the persecutio of Cathdics intensified and hated of Cathdics and
all things Catholic becamea matterof nationd pride.

From 1577 onward the number of young men arrestal at Doverincreased In tha
yea Blessel Edwad Stranshan wert to Douai with RichardNaylor and NicholasWheeler.

Blessed Edward Stransham (alias Barber) was born in Oxford and educated at St
John'sCollege, Oxford, Doua and Rheims, was ordaineda seminay priest in 1580 ard
subsequently hangel, drawn and quarterel at Tyburnon 1586 Januay 21st

In 1577 February Thomas Wells was tried before the assizes in Kent. 1n 1578 Edwad
Burndl was brought before the Mayor of Carterbury for having brought into England,
through Dover, Cathdic books and other religious objects In 1579 May John Donre was
trying to leave England via Dover, but only got asfar as Canerbury beforehe wascaught.

Blessed Edward James left Oxford without a degree becaise he would naot take the
Oath of Supemacy, a condition of graduation at the time. The ardert faith of one Bradley
influencel him, completing his conversion. Bradley supplied monies for his journey to
Rheimsand in 1579 October BlessedEdward James setsail from Dover. Born at Breaston,
in the parish of Wilne, nea Derby and educatd at Derby Granmar Schooland St Jom's
College, Oxford, he subseqeently spent9 montts in Rheims and then went to the English
College, Rome. Ordainal in 1583, he was subsequery hanged, drawn and quarteral at
Chicheger on 1588 Octoberlst

Also traveling from Dover that October was Blessd William Filby, en route to
Rhdams. He was born in Oxfordshre, educatd at Lincoln College Oxford, conwerted to the
Caholic Faith, studied at Rhems, was ordained a semhnary priestin 1581 andhanged drawn
andquatered at Tyburn on 1582 May 30th.

The year1580 saw the launch of the Jesiit missonaly expedtion to Engand In June
of that yearFatherRobet Parsois landedat Dover, in disguse. He playedthe partof ajovial
traveller, telling the searchers (who he chatted to and joked with) that he had a merchanm
friend, a certain Mr Edmund who deat in jewels and would be coming to Engand, via
Dover, soon Attracted by his amigble manner, they promised to keep a specia lookou for
his friend and give him everyconsiderationthese menevenwent to the trouble to get a horse
for Father Parsongo take him to Gravesend

On June 25th Saint Edmund Canpion, accompaied by Ralph Emerson duly arrived
at Dover. The Seaches- a sort of coasguard - had recenty beenreprimanded by the
Council for their carekessnessn allowing priess to enter England and they were now on the
lookout for Gabriel Allen, brother of the future Cardinal Allen, who theythough was coming
to England to visit some friendsin Lancashire. They suspected Campio and took both him
and Emersm before the Mayor of Dover to be questionnd. Alarmed but apparently
outwardly calm, Edmurd was accuse of being Allen, travelling under a false nanme and
being "a friend of the Old Faith", returning to this countryin order to "propagaé¢ popey".
Suddeny, the Mayor said that he would haveto send them to Londonand disappeare with
the other interrogators into an adjoining room, leaving the two of them alone After a few



momens an old man came out, sayirg to them "You are dismissed Goodbye'. They were
allowed to proceel to London, in time for Sant Edmurd Campbn to preach his first sernon
there on the feast of Saint Pete andPaul

Saint Edmurd Campion wasa Jesuit priest, bornin Londonanda fellow of St John's
College,Oxford. He studied at Doua, was admitted to the Jesut order in 1573, ordainel at
Pragwein 1578 and harged, drawn andquartered at Tyburn on 1581 Deceamber 1st.

Rdph Emer®n was later imprisoned for bringing in "seditious and papidical
literaure" through Norfolk.

Four days later Blessed Thoma Cottam accanpanied by FathersJohn Hart and
Edward Richton, togethe with alayman Dr Humphrey Ely (a profes®r at Doual), lande at
Dover. Cottan was arrested immediatey and the Town Mayar, Thomas All yn (according to
BishopChdlenors accourt) askel Dr Ely (himself disgused asa Mr Havard)to take him to
the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, Lord Cobham "for the avoiding of charges:" As soon
asthe two menwere out of town, Dr Ely declared tha asa Catholic himself, he would not
give Cottam up. They wentimmedately to a friend in Londan to ax for adviceand were
told that it waswrongfor him to escape in this way. Cottam askel then for the letters which
Allyn had givento Dr Ely to deliver with the prisoner, saying that he would go and hand
himself over to Lord Cobham He was dissuaded from this course of acton, but a little while
later when Ely was in darger of being arrestad for havng allowed him to escape Cottam
gave himsef up.

Blessed ThomasCottam, a Jesuit priest wasborn at Dilworth, Lancashie; educaed
at Braseno=e College,Oxford, and after his convesion to the Fath, at Douai, beame a Jesut
in Rome and was hanged,drawn and quatered at Tyburn on 1582 May 30th.

The Octobe of the sane year sawBlessed Jolm Munden returning to Doua for a few
months. He was arestal at Dover, takenbefore Mayor Thomas Allyn, and searched. He was
carrying nothing incriminatng so the searches stripped him of all tha he had and let him go
free Thediary of the English College at Doua reports that he refusel to declae the Pope a
knawe as he had beenordered to by his seachers In a certain serse jusice was done
becaus on 1582 Segembe 3rd, it is recoded that Thoma Allyn, Thoma Andrews and
John Knoppe, "citizers of Dover' were accusedf miscondict, in that Thomas Allyn "in his
Mayoralty apprehendd and imprisonel one Jom Munden a papist, and took from him £15
in money which hekeepeh from the town unto thistime".

Blessed Jom Munden returnal to Engandon 158 August 6th, at Dover. A Jesut
priest, he was born at Coltley, Souh Maperton, Dorset educatd at Wincheser and New
College,Oxford; was a schoolmastein Dorset;studied a8 Rhams and Rome was ordained
in 1582 and hanged drawn and quartere at Tyburnon 1584 Felrualy 12th.

During 1584 the mayor of Dover gave Blessed Geome Douglasa passpat to take him
to Edinburgh by land or sea after his shp had been attacked by pirates on the crossingfrom
Calais. The mayor also gave him a doubkt, since al his luggag had been stwlen.
Unfortunatey, he spent the night at Gravesend,sharing his bedroom with a boy who
subsequently stole his new double and passjrt. He was able to get to Rutland before being
arresed.

Blessad Geage Douglas was a secuar priest, born in Edinburgh and a schodmader



in Rutland; ordained in Pais soon after 1574 and was hanged drawn and quatered at Y ork
on 1587 Septemler Sth.

All wasquig at Doveruntil 1586 October, when Blessed Robet Dibdale and Edward
Pole wereboth arested BlessedRobeat Wilcox arrived at this time aswell.

Blessed Robert Dibdale was a seminary priest, born in Shotery, Warmwickshre;
educated at Douai ordained in 1584 and hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn on 1586
October 8th.

Edward Pole was a seminay pries who died in prison in London. He is a 'dilati', i.e.
his caus for carpnization has beendeferrel atthe momert by the Holy See

Blessed RobertWilcox was a seminary priest, born in Chester, educatd at Rheims
ordained in 1585 ard hanged,drawnandquartered at Canerbury on 1588 October 1st

Yet another arrivd during the autumn of 1586, on a lonely stretch of the Downs
between Dover and Folkestore was a Jesuit prieg aged25. Sant Robet Southwel was bom
in 1561 at Horsham St Faith, Norfolk; educatd at Doua and Rome;receivel into the Jesui
order in 1578 ordained in 1584 and hanged, drawn and quarttered at Tyburn on 1595
February 21st He wrote the hymnsBehol a simple tende Babe and Let folly praise wha
fancy loves (Westminsér Hymnad).

The year 1587 saw the arrivd at Dover of Blesed Christophe Buxton, Blessd
Edwaid Campion and Blessed Robet Widmerpod.

Blessed Christopher Buxton was a seminary priest, born at Tidewell, Derbyshire;
edwatad at Tidewell Grammar Schod ard, after his conversion, at Rheins and Rome
Ordaired in 1586 he was hangeddrawn and quarteed at Canterbury on 1583 October 1st

Blessed Robert Widmerpool was a layman, born at Widmerpool, Nottinghamshire;
edwated at Glouceser Hall, Oxford, and subsequently a schoolmager. He was hangd at
Canterbury on 1583 October 1st

After the Spansh Armada in 1588 Catoalics were lesswilling to be associted with
foreign plots againg the monarch They preferredto practise the Faith quietly and awat the
deah of QueenElizaleth. However, circumdancesdid not redly charge: Blessed Francis
Dickenson (or Dicconson)and Blessed Miles Gerard were aresed at Dover in 1589
November Again, in 1591 SeptemberJom Cecil andJohn Fixer were arrested

Blessed Francis Dicken®n (alias Lawrene and Keighley) was a semnary pries bom
at Otley, WestRiding, Yorkshire. He was a convet to the Faith, subseqanty educatel at
Rheims and ordainel in 1589. He was hanged drawn and quartered at Rocheste on 1590
April 13th or 30th.

It is recordedtha during 159 Januay a ThomasClarke upon beng questiond by
the suffragan (Anglican) bishop of Dover, admitted being ordered to England by the
President of Rheims, but he "had persuadedore to the Catholic religion, having consrted
with nonebut Catholics™.

Blessed Roger Filcock, S.J was born at Sandwich Kent, the son of Simon ard



MargaretLowe (or Low). He entered the English College at Rheimson 1581 Jure 15th From
there he was sent on 1581 Segembe 29th to the English College, Valladolid, where he
arrived on 1591 Febwary 20th. There is no recod of where and when he was ordained a
priest, but this happ@&edby 1597 October, when he left the college and sailed from Bilbao to
Cdais in December His desie was to enter the Scciety of Jeaus, but it was consdered
prudert tha he first gain some experiene on the mission, as indeed he did. He was adnitted
as a Jesui novice by Father Henty Garnd, S.J (Sugerior of the English Mission) in Engand,
who describel him as a man of quiet and virtuous dispostion in 1600 and should have
proceedd to Handes to the novitiate, but was in the meantine arrested on suspicion of
being a priestand sert to Newgate gad in London.

During his time as a missone he had known Sant Anne Line, a corvert to the
Catholic Fath and widow whose hudand had died in exile after being caught attendng
Mass. Shehad maraged a variety of safehouse for priests andlay faithful. Blessel Roger
Filcock had also been Saint AnneLine's corfessor.

On Candlema Day, 1601 February 2nd, Father FrancisPagewas abou to celebrae
Massin her lodgings when prieg-catches broke in. The priest escaped in the confusbn but
his hostesswvasamresedandput on tria at the Old Bailey on 1601 February 26th, indicted for
harbouing a pried. Although this could not be proved, she was condemnedand led to the
gallows the next day. She was execute at the same time as Dom Mark Barkworth, a
Beredctine monk, and BlessedRoger Filcock, who had gone on trial on Monday, 1601
February 23d. His trial (which he protestel to be unfair) was by the Protestant Bishop of
London. When senence was pronounce Blessa& Roger sad: "Benedictis Dominus Deus in
donis sus"; this wasthe daythat he had heartily desired Captura in 1600 before Juy in or
around London, he had been betrayed by Jom Ingleby,a forme student of hisat Valladolid.
On Friday, 1601 February27th, a snowy and extremelycold day, he wasdrawn on a hurdle to
Tyburn Approachimg the gallows they stoppedwhile St Anne Line wasbeing hanged Some
of his lag words were: "l desir to be dissolved and to be with Christ". Only a few
fragmentay relics of his are known

In 159 JuneFriar Collier, Mr Higham and GeorgeAskew were arrestal at Dover.
Alsoin that year, Martin Audins was questoned by the Courtil. Having confessd that at
Doverin 1598 May he met a William Gelke a Kentish Man who offered him £40 peryea to
bring books from the Jesuis at St Omer andDouai to England, he had complied with this and
gave the books to the Lord Warden. Upon returning to Cdais he had met Gelke and Father
Slack a Jesut, and told them that he had distributed the books in accordane with their
instructions. He claimed that by landing at Dover he showed his innocerce, he would not
have landal hereif he had been in the savice of the Spansh. The resut of hisinterrogation
is not recordel and it is highly probable tha he wasone of a number of governmen spies
trying to locate and trap Catholics atthat time.

In 1601 GeorgeAskew is agan arrested at Dover and two years later, in 1603, the
arress of Thomas Strange and ThomasBramston,0.S.B are reported.

It is recorded in 1604 that the last outwad bourd Catholic to be arrestel in Dover
during the reign of Elizabethl was John Chgperbn. He was an unlucky man,for his ship
was blown into Dover by strong winds when he was on his way to France He was
imprisored, but before he could be brought to trial Elizabeh was deadand James | of the
Start Dynastysuceedal to thethroneof England



Catholicsgener#ly had an easer time unde the Stuars. Unde examinaion in 1605
Roge Gwynn declaredtha one third of England was Catholic, althoughat this time the
official returrs gave a figure of 1%. In 1606 February, Jom Middletn was arrested at
Dover, but in 1621 July Owen Shel was arrested and then released. While Janmes | was
arrangng the marriage of Prince Charles with the Spansh Princess the Pend Laws were
largel inoperatve. Lord Zouch, Lord Warden of the Cinque Pats, complainal to the
Secetary of the Council abou the situaton in 1623. He encloseal with his complairt the
examinatim of Thoma Wright and Jom and Thoma Westey, from Douali, and held at
Dover. Two days later (July 7th) he wrote again to say that the famous Jesuit Thomas
Everard, had landed disguised as a soldier. He askal what he should do about him. During
Augusthe asksfor ordess concerningall the Jesuits held at Dover. The King ordered the
releag of Everard to travel with the Spani®i Ambassadar One source quotes the presence of
2,400 Jesuts in London alore in the year 1624. At Christmas, 1623, the King ordered the
Secetary to forbear enirely all persecutio againg Catholis; to discharge from prison all
"prieds, Jesuts, friars and other Roman Catholics”; and not only to refrain from the shilli ng
fine for not attendimg the established church, but to make "resitution of monies paid since
Trinity term lag". Othereverts recadedinclude the arestof Thomas Cutlerin 1623 andthe
passage to Calaisin 1624 July of Henty Isham In the samemonth James McDonnell refused
the oath of allegiance In 1630 March Anthony Britton and ThomasTonke were arresed at
Dover.

The last arrests reported are those of Anthony Geoghegonin 1633 April; John
Bonifacein 1637 May and BlessedHenryHeah in 1641.

Blessed Henry Heath was a Francisca priest born in Peterboroudh,
Northamptonshire He studied at CorpusChristi College Cambridgeand at Douai. He was
received into the Franciscan Order c1624, ordaned at Douai and was three times the
Guardian of St Bonaventure'sat Doual He was hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn on
1643 April 17th.

It is, perhaps hard for us to appreciag¢ what life for a Catholc was like in Dover
during these times We are used to the modern eay-going and fairly friendly or indifferent
climate. The pegple of Dover at this time resenéd Catholicism. One eyewitness accoun
tells of a priest(who is not named) who had alread/ suffered muchfor the Faith in Engand.
Theaccant read:

"Arriving at the Port of Dover, he was betra/ed and seizeal by, | know not what
cunning of those lynx-eyed searches. After enduring with invincible courage a load of
insultsandignominy heape&l upan him, on accourt of his priesthoodthey finally sowed him
up in abear or bull's skin, and exposed him in the public strees to be torn in pieces by dogs,
and sportedwith as a monrster; but, by the goodnessof God, he was rescuedthrough the
interference of some humare person starding by." The writer continues "...sacilegious
plunder may likewise be sea there (Dover), exposel for sak in the marke-place and shops
suchaschalces patens, crosses andcrucifixes, ...pieces of consecratedltars.. These saks
were not only public, but were announcegdby leaveof the magistetes with the town-crier's
bell". Apparertly, Dovorians boastel and expecte prase "for the mutilation anddesecgtion
of so many religious men and women they had effected so manyimagesof saints and sacred
hosts they had found and broken up and desecated in churches:so mary holy altars and
relics of sants defiled or broken in pieces or burnt and so many missak and breviaries ard
books...tom up and destrged'.



Such was the attitude of the comman people Yet in aristoaatic circles the Quean
herself had a Catholic court. One fifth of the pees of the House of Lords were Catholic in
1626. Comment was made in Rome when mog of them attended the hereticd coronation
servie in WestminsterAbbey. In Kent, all the Catholics who received knighthoods and
baroretciesfrom Janes | were convicted recusints The Excheque Officer respasible for
collecting the reausants fines Sir Henry Spiller, was himself a Cathdic. Such was the
strange dichotomy extant in those days

During the reign of Charles I, complains were made at Dover agains the French
mercharts, alot of whom wereg of course Catholic. In 1636 Decenber a special meetng of
the King's Courcil consides what can be dore in law abou "certain merchan$ and strange's
(foreignerg residing at Dover, beingof the Romish Religion, by Papish prieds christen their
children in their houses'. In 1637 the "bold and unfitting demenours of foreigners livingin
the town cause sud a scanal that the governmem intervena and the Secreéry ordered the
Mayor to hold an emquiry. The Mayor's report wert to Secretary Coke in 1637 September

"...first, we find tha all the personsnamed are strangers and live in the town as
factors, merchantsor masters of ships. For the semnd, we hea not tha the stranges openly
perform the ceremones of the Popi$ Rdigion, but often oppose our religion by disputes
obtruded on the Protegant strangershere residng. And for the third, we canrot understard
any popish priess harboured amongstthem in the town, or where they use privately their
cerenonies but we suspectthe same for some of them most Sundays in the moring ride
forth of the town and return agan towards evenirg, and it is to be suspectedt isto hea Mass
at someplace not far from the town".

The Mass Certre referred to was in a private house, probaby in the village of
Alkham. A Bill of Recusard dated1605 April 17th namesfour persoss in the parish of
Alkham. Christopher Buckingham writesthat he met someom who was regoring a Tudor
house in the village arourd 1970, who had discowered what he thought could well have been
apried's hiding placeor "priesthole".

With the main report the Mayor enclosed a summaryof his examination of cettain
withesses One of thesewasa churchwar@n of St Mary's, HumphreyMantle. He declared
that one Sunday moming "when the French Bishopwas in town, at the sign of the George, he
went into the said house and, in the great chamber therg saw kneeling at Mass abou a
hundred persons and a priest, in his priedly habit, reading Mass". Some of those present
asked him not to disturb them and, when he said "he came not to disturb them, but to take
notice of who were present they thrug him and others who were with him out of the
chamber".

The'Georgeteferedto in the account wasthe Geormge Inn in BenchStreef mentiored
in 1608 as the resdenc of RobertGarrett "next the tower in Bench Street’. Roberts father,
John was also an innkeepe and had succeedel Thomas Allyn as Mayor in 1580-81. Robet
was alsoa churchwarden anddied in 1625. His suaesso at the George Inn mug have been a
Catholic. The main religious trouble at Dover at this time was constant disputation between
Catholic and Protestant foreigrers"on the Bench",i.e. in Benth Stred. Thisis said to hawe
perpetuatd anti-Catholic feeling in Doverfor many yearsto come.

After the Civil War the old PenalLaws wereagainenforced. After the Restoation of
the Monarchy (Chates Il landedat Dover: the site is marked at the westen end of the
modemn sea front), Charkes Il tried to repa/ Catholics for their loyalty to the Stuat Crown,



but wavesof anti-Cathdic feeling swept the country. In 1660 Prince James, the Duke of
York, becane Lord Warden of the Cinque Parts, being appointed only two months after the
Restoration. He had to resign the post because hewas a Cathdic.

James || tried to make EngandCatolic again, but both the Stuartt cawse andthe Faith
wereoutlawed with fresh Pena Legslation and the situation for a certury after 1688 was one
of self-assuredProtestant indifference The ancien Catholic family house in Kent, and the
new ones estabished under the pod-Regoration Stuart rule, continled the Faith. The
inaccuate Comptan cersus of 1676 repors 6 Catlolics in St Marys parish and 15 in St
James paish. At that time the locd Mass Centrewas at Hales Place, Hackington, nea
Canterbury. The first Catlolic in the Halesfamily was Sir Edward, deputy wardenof the
Cingue Ports ard Lieutenant of Dover Caste (Christopher Buckinghamspeculaed in his
Catholic Dove tha Mass may have been celebraed in the Ceastle in his day). He
accompmniedJamss II, disguised as Sir Edward's servanton his escapahrough Favershamin
1683. Hales Placecontirued to serve asthe local missionay centre until the constructio
and openng of St Thomas$ Cathdic Church at Carterbury. Bishop Challeror, Vicar
Aposblic of the London District visited Kent in 1742 July and repored that 30 people
attended Mass at Hales Place, with a Catholic population in Kert of 300. On anothe
visitation in 1773 he repats a Mass atterdane of 100 at Hales Place with a Catholic
population still only of 300in Kent. In 1790 BishopJom Douglas took charge of the Londan
District andvisited Kent that year. He repated a Catholic population of 600 in Kent, with
five missicnaries The situaion remainedlargely unchanged in 1803 except tha Margate
had become a permanetcente.

At the end of the eighteenth century Catholiasm in Dover was sugained by the
French. Masswas celebrated by emigré priests fleang from the French Revolution and its
congquences Of five entiies refering to Dover in an early register at Hales Place, only one
concerned a Dovorian.

Looking at the difficult times for Catholics in Dover in thosedays and the hostility
andpersecubn that they faced, we cannot help but call to mind the words of the well known
martyrshymn writtenby thelate Mgr Ronatl ArbuthnottKnox (18881957):

O Engdish heats, whatheat can know
How spert with labaurslong ago
WasEngdand's Church that boreyou?
The pathsyou tread in laneor street
Long sincewere trodden by thefeet

Of sains tha went beforeyovu;
Whenpriests, like sudde angels, came
to light in distan shires the flame

That faith'sdull emberschershed
When Mass and shrift were soudnt for siill
In silert farm, on lonely hill,

Ere arcient memoriesperished



Ther kindred and their homesforgot,
The traitor's name, the wanderes lot
Forall ther portion choosng;
God'shungrysheephey toiled to save,
The peace tha only exile gave

For loveof Christ refusng:

Till, late or early, go they mugt

(Who not in princes put their trus
Where earthly justice waited

From rackand dungeonfreed atlast
The hurdle's way, to deah they passed,
From death to lif e translated.

O sants of Englishspeet and race
Caught up to heaven, of heaverly grace
A doubleportion sendus;

From faint resolves and mean desires
And all thislanguid age inspres

Of worldly aims, deferd us!

And, if sudinfluence love can earn
O bid the faith you loved return,

The landyou loved awaking;

An Englandsurk in long despair

To holier thoudhts, sublimer prayer
And largerhopes awaking.

(In case you are not familar with the term: 'shrift’ refers to the sacramert of Penance -
Confession In those times peopk usedto get 'shriver, i.e. goto Confession.)

Sancta et Beate MartyresAngliae ora pro nobis
lesu converte Angliam



4: TheFaith Returns

Life in Dover in the late eighteerth andearly nineteenthcerturies was not pleasarn by
modern standards. The man seweroften consisted of a gutter runningdown the centreof the
street frequenty churned up by horses hooves. The roads were generally not macde up and
muddy. The poor sanitation and living conditions meant that disea® was abundant At this
time the town was confined to the valley floor to the south of the Maison Dieu and along the
land atthe foot of the Westen Heights asfar asArchcliffe Fort.

Jug before Christma in 1787 the Rev John Greenway was askedby Bishop Jame
Talbot, the Vicar Apodolic, to visit Dover andfollow up arequest made by alocd Catholic
innkeeper John Greenway had been ordained in 1777 and becane a professor at and finally
vice-recor of Valladolid in 1781. He left Span for Englard in 1787 Jure. So it was that he
spent the Christmas of 1787 in Dover, samewhat to his inconvenence. The Wesminger
Diocesa Archives show that hewrote to his Bishopon Decembe 27th that he went by horse
to see "Mr All an at Sir Edmurd Hales's nea Canterbury... Asto the situation of my intendel
mission, | discovere yeserday upon seeig Mr Allan tha | was bette able to give than
receive information from him. His opinion is, that the desigred plan is prematue and will
not be accompaniad with suacess as there are very few Catholics and fewer still, tha atterd
carefully to their duty; that a prieg here will hawe too little to do, and be very expersive, and
that other parts of the district standin much greaer need of a Pasto than Dover; tha the
only prope thing to be done,in his opinion, is to appoint someae to visit from time to time
the few Catholicks (sic) scatered up and down and to assi$ the dying, as a poor saior, or
wandering Irishman may stard in neal of such assistance..The only new informaton |
received from him, relative to my setlement wasa very bad accaint of a nominal Catolic
family lately removel from Canterbury to Dover, with a design to appea on the stage,and
upon enquir | find this to be verified havenothing said he, to do with them; they will at
leag have nothing to do with you, for they pay no attertion to the duties of religion... The
French family with whom ‘twas propose | should lodge, sean very worthy peode and well
instructed in their Religion but remowe next week to Sandwich Whenthey are gonel shall
have no hous wheren | can sayMass unless one be hired for me.."

The French Revolution resuted in many religious fleeing Frane. Many of the
Emigré Cathdics setted in Dover and it was realy the French emigré priests who can be
considera@ to have startal the retum of the Fath to Dover. In 179 Abbé Augustine Prix
from Beauvais celebraéd Mass in the town and in 1797 Abbé Jean Bapiste Lambert,
Secetary to the Archbishop of Paris, stayed here for a time. The< visiting priess usedto
celebrate Mass at 45, Srargate Stred for a congregaion comprising a mere handful of French
emigrés.

In 1803 the Margate misson opened ard this was neare for Dover Catholics than
Hales Place which had served for Baptisms and Marriages until then. This wasthe time at
which the grea Catholic revival in Eag Kent realy began With only 600 Catlolicsin Kent
in 1803 it is estimate that there were 3,317 by 1814. Behind the gred revivd in Dover was
Father Thomas Costigan,a "tall, poweful man standing 6ft 5in withoutshoe$, who usel to
travd along the coastfrom Sheenes to Hasings, walking from one coagguad station to the
next Canon Grady, in his History of St Paul's Parish, Dover calls him the "wandering
aposte of the Sout Coast". He frequently celebrated Massat Dover. Fathe Costiganwas
bom on 1788 Januay 24th at Kilkenny, Ireland and was educatd at St Edmund's,Watre.
Ordainal at the ageof 29, he was poged to the Margate Mission in 1821, takingup residene



at ahouse called St Austers in ProspectPlace. On oneoccasim he rescuel Princes (later
Queen) Victoria when he stoppedthe pony on which she was riding when it bolted After
that hewrote to her onthe annivesary of the incidert eachyear, and receved arepy.

On one occason Faher Costigan was cdled out to take Holy Communion to a sick
person On hisway athundersbrm broke out and he had to battle through the torrential rain
on foot. As he walked along he head a coadch approachng from behind It slowed down as
it neaed him and a voice invited him to jump in. He gratefully climbedin. You canimagine
his surprige when he found Dr Philpots, the Anglican Bishop of Exeter to be his benefactor
Due to the violence of the weather the Duke of Wellington with whom Philpots was staying
at WalmerCastle, put him up for the night and he returnel homethe following day.

Father Cosigan died after a protracted illnes in Margate on 1860 OctoberSth and is
buried at the former St Augustine'sAbbey (now shrine) at Ramsgatewhere a greatcross
servesashis monunert.

Thefirst entry in the paishregsters, marking the egablishment of the Dover misson
isfor 1822 April 18th: a Baptism. The first mariage is not recordeduntil 1826 Octobe 3rd.
At this time our regsters covered Deal Dover, Folkestor, Hythe Rye, Appledore Romsey
andHasings.

In 1824 Fathe Patick Partal became Dover's first residert Catholic priestsince the
Reformaion. In 1825 he appeatd in the Laity's Directary, saying that the missiin was
"miserablypoor" and begging"most eanegly and respectfuly ...the assisénce of their more
wealthy brethren”. This appea had little immediate effed and Father Partal left in 1827.
Father Costiganwas agan serving the mission at Dover.

In 1829 March the Catholic Relief Bill pasgd through the Conmons and became
law. From tha time Cathdics had the same rights as Protesants, exceptthat they coud not
hold office asLord High Chancello or Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, or succee to the throne
Catholic Emancipation had arrived. This doesnot mean however, tha attitudes charged
overnight onthe contary, atitudes were very slow to changg.

Progres wasslow. The wealthy Caholic Rokinsonfamily securedthe appointnent
of Father Francis Jarett as their chaplain by Bishop Bramstone in 1834 and Mass was
celebrated regularly over Thomas Marks Carperters Shop at 60, St James Street One
Sunday early in 1835, while celebraing Mass in the little attic chapel, Father Jarret head
one of the raftersgive way. The 88th Regiment, the Connaught Rangess, garrisoned at the
Cadle, hadnot yet arived. Ashedid not wart to causea panic, he continued with the Mass
The soldies came and went and all waswell. However,he took the warning to heat and
immediately looked for anothe chapel He persuadd his emgdoyers to buy the old
Methodig Chape in Queen Elizabeth Squae on the corne of Limekiln Stred. This chapel
had been built in 1781 and Mr Rolkinson bought it for £42 on 183% May 3rd. He
immediately also pad an additiond £400 for repairsto be mace to the roof. John Wesley
had preachd in this chape) but the pulpit was remowed to the new Methodist chapé¢ nea the
entran@ to the Grand Shaft in Snargde Street when the building passedinto Catholc
hands Father Jarret blessal the chapel Mr Robinsa also bouglt the house next doar to the
chapé for £315 ard this servel for atime asthe preslytery.

It is related that on one occasion the Connawght Rargers were marchingalong the
stred¢ and wereon the point of meeting Fathe Jarrdt, when the commanding officer led him



addeinto a narrow lane, to prever the meetng, and told him that it wasforbidden to present
arms to a Catholc Priest, but felt certain that if the soldiess had to pass him, they, being
Catholics, would salue him, and to prevent a breat of discipline and the punishment
consequehupan it, beggel him to remainthere urtil the soldiers had passed

In Faher Jarett's time there are only two ertries in the regster, both in 1834
November He did not stay long (probabl leaving to ente the Jesiit novitiate - he is
recordel later ashavingbecane a Jesui} and wasfollowed by arapd chang of missionary
priess. His successor, Father JohnHearn signs theregister only three times

Later in 1835, Father Joseph Savagearrived and startedto build up the mission,
staying until 1863 (He was abset for somemorthsin 1837 and 1833 dueto illness) He was
often down-hearted and in 1853 promised to "re-open”the missia if the Bishop would give
him "a promise of £20 per annum from the Bishop's missionaty fund". This sum wasto be
paid until a legacy promised to the missian was received He comphined that his amual
income hadbeensuspermed sothathe had to manag solely with the helpof his friends The
congregation varied on a Sundyy from a Massattendane of 70 to 400-600 whenthe Military
were in town. In 1854 he repated tha Catholcism "had retrograled” due party to the
Crimean War but "somellittle also to prejudice for the Catholic labourers are not employed
on the works so much now as they used to be". He also compkined tha there was no school
and tha seven Catlolic children were in a nearby schal.

Father Savage owned a house in Guildford Terrace Dover and in 1858 he put it up for
awtion. He had beenrecaving an income of £34 pe year asrentd on it. At auctiin the
bidding failed to read the reserve price, only reaching £300 the housetherefae remained
unsold.

As early as 1856 there were rumaurs that the Railway Companywarnted to build a
new staticn on a site which included the churd property. The London, Chathan & Dover
Railway Compary was buying property on the north side of Elizabeth Stree and on 1860
Decembe 5th they bought the preshytery for a price of £650. This was generows
compenstion indeed and the money was used to build a small schoolroan for £150. The
work was carried out by Mr Tim Widge. Within afew yeass it was recorded that at the first
governmenhinspectia all 33 children passd the tests

During these days the population of the town was extending eagwards and Father
Savagesuggestedin a letter to the Bishop that a new site should be found for a church.
Through Major Molyneawx Seelof Dover and at the expense of the Diocese,Father Savage
arrangel the purchas of a piece of land in Ashen Tree Lanefor £500 on 1861 April 29t.

The Restoration of the Hierarchy had taken place in 1850 and from 1851 the misgon
was caronically part of the Diocean territory of Southwark. The first Bishop of Southwalik
was Dr Grant.

The Countess de Front was born in 1750 as Mary Fleetwood into a long-establisled
English family from Lancashie whose records go bad to the fift eenth certury. (The town of
Fleetwoodin Lancashireis namal after her family). The family was involved in both Royal
and Patiamengry circles. It wasnaot a Catholic family (indeed at the time of Elizabeh | her
ancestos persecuted Catholics) and shemug have beena convert to the Faith. She becane
acquanted with the Count de Front, Royal Sardnian Ambasadr to England; they both
travdled regukbrly through Dover to the Court at Windsor, and subsequertly married. She



was agrea figure in the Cathdic society of her day and patrones of manycharities When
the weather was bad she often had to spend severaldays in Dover. She felt the need for
churche both at Dover ard at Windsorand left moneyin her will for this purpose Whenshe
died on 1830 Jaruary 7th (at herresdence in Stanhope Street Mayfair; she was buried in the
crypt at Moorfields) she left the intereg on her fortune to her brother, Sir Thomas Fleetwad.
He sulsequently died in 1860. However, legal comgications arose for her benefciaries
since she had stated that Dover was in the Dioces of London. (At the time of her death
Dover would hawe been in the LondonDistrict underthe jurisdiction of the Vicar Apostolic,
but with the Resbration of the Hierardwy in 1850, bourdaries were reorganied and Dover
becane patt of the Dioces of Southwark) There was an unsuccessfuattempt to contes the
will, but eventually the initial capitd for Dover's new church was hande overto Dr Grant
Some soures stae tha this sum was £1,00. (A plagque mounted on the porch wall in St
Paul'sChurch commemorates her paronageand a Foundaion Mass is celebrate for the
repo® of her sod in St Paul's Churchannually).

In 1863 May Father Savageretired and FatherJames Laws came to Dover. He had
been ordained in Lisbon in 1854 by Cardnd Pietro. His first appointmert was to
Bermondsy, where he remaned for four years before being trarnsferred to Rotherithe,
where he built a new church. He was an accomplished wood carver, only 5 ft tall and
frequenty seenarourd the town on his tricycle. When Father Laws arrived the Mass
attendance was 190.

Subsequenyl the Surveyor came to insped the Ashen Tree Lare site. Finding that
half the moneywould be needel to level the site, he advised that it be sdd and a more
suitable one purchased (On this site in moden day Dover may be found St Mary's Church of
Englard Primary Schod). Father Laws agreed and a new piece of land was purchasedat a
commandig locaion in Maison Dieu Roal, at the top of Penceter Road in a fast
developing area of the town. The land had previously bdonged to Jomsons Nursery,and
they sold it to the Diocesefor £450

Work beganon the new church on 1867 June1st The archited was the famous
Edward Welby Pugn who creaed the building as an architectural masterpiece in the Early
English Style. The font wasgiven by Mr EdmundRobinsan in 1863and was originally in the
Quea Elizabeh Squae Chapel When completed in 1868 the new church measued 90 ft x
40 ft. With the apsidal eastend still incomplete Saint Paul's Church was openel on Friday,
1868 May 15th. Bishop Grant sarg the SolemnHigh Massand Cardinal Manning preached
the serman on the text "One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism". The Rev J. Wilfri d Alcock and
the RevJ. Cuthbert Downey, both from the Monastery at Ramsgate, officiated as Deaconand
Sub-Dea®mn. The choir came from Gravesendand sarg Mozarts Twelfth Mass. The
instrumentd portionswere sugplied by Mr Binfield of Dover. Thus the moden history of
Dovers Cathadlicism began. The Dover Expressof the sanme day descrbed the event

"The new Roman Catholic Churdy in Dover was openal this moming with much
pomp and circumgance.. The openng was to havetaken place on Wednesday but owing to
an invitation Dr Manning had receved to be presert at the laying of the foundation stone of
St Thomas$ Hospital by the Queen the ceremory was posponead until today. The
postponement was the causeof an odd mistake which hascaused quite a flutter of excitement
in the breass of Conditutiona Protestants.The handbill amouncing the postponemenwas
drawn up in so dlipshod a fasion as to make it appea that Her Majesy had invited Dr
Mannirg to be present The blunde wastoo gross to misleadordinary people..!



Father Lawswrote to the paper correctirg thereport

The Churd had so far cog £2,3® and £800 was still on the debt which was paid off
slowly by gifts and offertories. An organ was purchasedrom Mesgs Bevington for £250 and
it was said to have"provedaverygood oné€'. It was probaly of coninental possbly Belgian
origin, was seconchand and installed c1870Q Theactud date is not recorded and unknown

Bishop Grart died in Rome on 1870 June 14, with BlessedPopePius IX at his
bedsde. He was attending the First Vatican Council.

The old chapé in Quee Elizabeh Squae and the adjoining schookoomwere sold in
1870 and two large roomsrented in Castke Stred for aschml. Theroll increasd to 66. The
Diocesebought the newly built 102, Maison Dieu Road next to ard north weg of the
Church, for anewpredytery. Father Laws, who had lived at 43, Snagat Stree and thenin
St Martins Street moved into the new house The necessityfor a schod nearbyresulted in
the building of a boys sahool next to the eas end of the Church. It wasopenel in 1872 ard
had cos £527.

The Churd was completed by addirg the apsida eas end (an additiond 30 ft) due to
the increasng congregation, and a secom opening followed in 1873 when Bishop Danel
celebratel the Mass Assistart atthethronewas Father Laws;the Deacors at the throne were
Rev J. Scraton of Ded and Rev T. Lloyd Coghlan, Chaplan to the Forces. The Deacm at
the Mass was the Rev E. Luck O.S.B. from Ramgatk and the Sub-Deacm the Rev D.
Spillare from Ashford. Also presen in the Sarctuary were the Revv J. Becuiwe of Lille,
France; T. Molony, Military Chapain of Shorncliffe; R. Power of Canterbury;W. Morley of
Chatham F. Foy of St Leonards;and J. Wyatt of Gravesend. The Rt Rev Mgr Cagpel
delivered avery instructive sernon on the words. "Thenif any man shall say to you 'Lo here
is Christ, or there, do not believe him, for there shall arse false Christs and falseprophets,
&c".

Father Laws reported to the Diocesan Synod in 1879: "Authorities bigotted -
disenters unfriendly... the progress of the Catholc Faith is very slow". At tha time he
claimed that therewereabout450 Catholic civilians.

In 1882the Bishop asked Fathe Laws if he would be willing to havea religious order
of women in the parish Father Laws ageed that he would be "if they are suitable”,
suggestingeither Benedctines or a similar orde. They would counteract the evil, he
claimed, of Protestah visiting nuns. So it was that on 1883 August 15th the Sisters of
Charty of St Vincernt de Pad setted in the parish in the convent presenéd by Messrs
Robinson in Eagbrodk Place This order was founded by St Vincentde Paul to bring help to
the poor in the way of food and edu@tion and came to Englandin 1857. The sisterssé to
work vigorousl in Dover, degite the bigotry of the times and openeda convalescenthome
for the children of the Diocesesof Westminster and Southwark At the same time the
Bishop askedthemto do somevisiting in the parish

Ten yearsafter the boys schod was built, a girls school wasadded This was to the
eastof and adjoining the boys school,in 188. In 1886 the Sistes of Chaiity started to tead
in St Paul'sSchool. In 188 an Infants Schod was added to the eas of and adjoining the
girls school andin 1890 there were 170children on theroll. Mass attendane at St Pauls was
700.



The house in which the Sistersof Charity were living in Eagbrook Plae had to be
enlarged in 1893to acconmodaé more memters of the order.

Father Laws hadhis owntiny confesiond in St Paul's Churd at the foot of the stars
leadng to the gallery. Owing to an accidert followed by illness, he resigred as Rectorin
1891 andsper a few yearsin Southanpton befare returning to Doverto live.

The Sacristywas built next to and north of the Church utilising a private legacy to
Father Laws. The builder, Mr Wray, completedthe work in the time of Father Laws
successor FatherWilliam Linnett.

A locd newspaperan a seaies of articles abou "New Dover Preaches” at this time.
It isinteresing to quote anexcerf:

"The pretty Roman Catholic Church in the Maison Dieu Road has sincethe departure
of the RevJ. Laws, been in charge of the Rev W. Linnett, a Priest who makes himsefF very
pleasanto all sotts ard condtions of men It waswith the idea of heaing him address his
congregation that we visited St Pauls on Sunday,but, instad found Father Clarke the
occupant of the pulpit. Tha circumstane seved equdly well to the plan of these skethes
for he, too is oneof Dover's new preachersone of whom membes of the congregaion who
hea him frequenty, speakwith affection and admiration The sernon at this church stands
out, as a part of the service, in bolde relief than at other churches and chapelsin the town,
for the simple reason that it is ailmog the only portion of the service rencered in the vulgar
tongue. In herliturgy the Church of Romespeals the same language throughout the world; a
novice joining one of her congregations if poetic andfond of musc, is charmel with swee
and harmaiious saunds, while the cloud-like incenseascendig, pleasesthe eye, ard is
suggesive of primitive forms of worship.."

In 1893 FatherLinnet wasreplacedby FatherNicholasBroder.

The organ in St Pauls Church was conpletely rebuit in 189 by F.H. Browne & Sors
Ltd. (basel in Deal they later moved to Canterbuy and in 1993werebasdin Ash).

The year 1897 saw the deld on St Paul's finally paid off and Bishop(later Cardinal)
Bourre celebraed the Solerm Mass of Consecration on Saurday, Septenber 25th. Father
Brode had becone the first Redor when St Paul's was formally erected as a Missionary
Rectory in 18%.

During 1898 Father Brode asked the Ursulinesof Jesusto openasclool in Dover. A
ladk of money and personnelobliged the Superiorsin France to refuse this request In 189
Father Broderwrote: "Dover is still available and | wish morethan ever to have a schod in
the Mission. Moreover,l would like to have what is rarein this county, Sistels andchildren
who would takepatt in Parishservices". The answea was agan negative.

The nedl to have good relations with non-Catholics wasimportart in Dover with the
presence of Cathdic regimens often amag the military at the Caste. Before 1870 the
Missionary Rector had been "chaplain and Spritual Directory” to the soldiers but from 1870
to the end of the centrry a special Military Chagain was appanted to serve the garrison.
The soldiess still came to St Pau's for Mass and the Chaplans lived in the town nearly. The
first Chaplan was Father Thomas Lloyd Coghlan, who lived in Maison Dieu Road. Father
Frederick Gascdgne lived in Laurestan Place whenin Dover in 1882 His successorf-aher



William B. Alexandr, lived in Eastbro& Place The fourth and last Chapain was Father
H.P. Kelly. Hewasin Dover for only afew years and left in 1895 or 1896. During the time
of the Military Chaphins it was decided to build a gallery in St Paul's to accommoda the
soldiers The War Office madean allowane of £50 towards the cost. After the Boer War
(som after Father Kelly's departure) Military Chapains were withdrawn and the Missionary
Recta onceagan had to minister to the soldiessin Dover.

The Ninth Baron Beaumort was desirousof founding a community of Catlolic
Knightsto live togethe in a semimonastic existence and bought Westmourt (off Folkestore
Road north west side) and all the land aroundit, down to the railway line. The schemne never
got past the plaming stage due to intemd disension and the project fell through.
Westmoun Housewas sold in 1893to Dover College arnd becane their Junior School By
1968 it was part of the Dover Technicd Cdlege and then becane the Adult Educatio
Centre, beforefalling into disuse The only surviving commemoration of the nane is in
Beaumor Terrace built in 1839.

The close of the nineteenth certury saw once again a strong Catholc presene in
Dover which had beenachieved by the Grace of Godand degite mary obstacles The future
looked bright: the Faith had truly returned.



5: Twentieth Century Growth and Change

In mary ways the opening yearsof the twentieth centuy marked a critical era of
change The deathof Queen Victoriain 1901 January wastruly the closing of anage. The
ensung chacs ard rivalry among the intermarried Royal Families of Europe mary of whom
were relaed to Victoria, ultimately resuted in the traged of the First World War (1914-18),
and dramatic changes in the political map of Eurgoe. Our Lady appeard at Fatima
throughou 1917, culminating in the Miracle of the Sun at the October 13th appariton,
warning of the dangersto come and the errors that would be spread arourd the world by
Russia Shortly after the lagt public Faima appartion the Communst Revoluton took place
in Russa and Russia becane an aetheistic state, annexirg many nearbycountries and beng
responsible for gred persecubn of Christians Equdly remakalde was the rise in
technologicd developmen which had its rootsin the Victorian era, and before that in the
Industrid Revolution which started in England. Soon the first agoplane would fly, the first
car would be on the roads. Alread/ there was a goodrailway network. Bleriot would soon
fly the Channel landing in the Northfall Meadow, behind (north east) of Dover Castle
Marconi was conductng early wireless experments by transmiting signals from the South
Foreland Lighthouse across the Channé to the Boulogne area The population was
increasing, patticularly with the adventof advances in the medicd sciencesandtowns began
to expand and charge more quickly. Dover saw the beginnings of the moden day ferry
services with many boat train passergers and increasein the numbe of 'ordinary people
travelling. The greatOute (Admiralty) Harbour was built at this time (being completa in
1911)anduvisits by famous passengetiners werearegula event.

The shift in population from the Snargate Stred areato the more residental northem
partt of Dover, which had prompted the building of St Paul's Churd was still not really a
movemert of Dovorians, but an extraneos suburba developmen involving more
newcomes settlingin the town. The wed end of the town continued to thrive, with its pubs
and places of entetainmert and a church wasstill neede there. In fact, during the 180s
there had been a further expanson westward. Built on a site procured by a non-Catholic, the
necessary church was constucted with an initial gift of £700. Situated at 123, Snagate
Street, the church was hewn out of the cliff at the apsid& eastend and built to resenble the
style of the Roman Catacombs.It was rathe plain and without windows andhad a seaing
capaciy of abou 250 to 300. The churdh was built by Mr Geo. Munro to the designs of
Messrs Bowles and Hawkins, the Architects The top of the front elevation had "Deo" in
large letters and hdfway down the words"sub invocdione beate Mariae et sanct Martini”
(God, unde the invocation of the BlessedMary and Sant Martin), for this church was
dedicatel to Our Lady of Pity and St Martin. The dedication marked an importart link with
the pad history of the Faith in Dover. here again wasa church honauring Our Lady of Pity
(the former chapel at Archcliffe Point) and St Martin of Tours (the former St Martin-le-
Grandand the dedicaion of the Priory). The altar stoodbefore the apse and arourd it was
the inscription "lpse Es Dominus Deus Noster Nos Autem Populus Eius et Oves Paswae
Eius" (He is the Lord Our God, andwe arethe she@ of His pasture) in gold. Lighting was
provided by a long skylight in the roof and by electric lighting (something very moden in
1909 installed by Messrs John Wright and Sors of Cannon Stree. There was a debt of
£1,164 whenthe church wasopened

On Thurscay 1906 March 29th the new churchwas opened by Bishop Amigo in the
presenceof the clergy of the district (Mgr Daniewski; Mgr Wallis, the masterof ceremonies
from Wesminster Cathedratl Canors St Jom and Tooke, the Prior of Ramgae, Revv Powe



(Canterbury), Rogers(Military Chapain), Limpens, Broder, Laws Boone, O'Gara, Mason,
Reid, Kirwan, Foulton O.S.B., Delafie O.S.SR. ard I'Abbé Fournier) and a large
congregaion. He spoke abou Our Lady and St Martin and askel everyae to pray for the
successof the new mission. The Bishop'sthrone, with a canopy of yellow, and beaiing the
Papd arms was situated at the left front of the altar. The Litany of the Sants was sung, and
the response were made by the whole congregation The Bishop then passd down the
centre of the church, sprinkling the walls with Holy Wate. The Bishopsaid tha Almighty
God hadblessal Roman Catholicsin Dover with a very great blessing indeed in giving them
the privilege of anothe chuch.. "They felt that the church of St Paul's which once was
sufficient for the need of this place was now no longer sufficient, and they felt their hears
burning with joy when they thoudt tha the numberof Cathdics was increasirg so much
that while the popuation of Dover wasincreasng, the Catholics were growing day by day in
this place which was once sucha Catholic quater... both priest and peopk were going to
kned down before God, who after the consecration, was going to deign to look upon that
little place”. The Bishopaskedthem ferventl, earnedly, to pray for God's blessingon the
new mission begnning that day; to pray that this new mission might be the mears of making
all those who lived nea to the church more fervert than they had been hitherto; to pray tha
it might be the mears of getting together all those who had been living careless lives; to pray
that the prieg who undertod the charge of this missian might devote himself to their sewvice.
A free indulgencewas granted by the Bishop for 40 days to all the membes of that
congregaion. The High Mass was sung by Faher O'Gara O.SB.. In the afternom the
ceremory of blessirg the bel was cariedout

Our Lady of Pity and St Martin's was situated only 100 yards down the road from
Elizabeh Street where Mass had been celéorated in the early days of the Dover misgon.
The first missionay rectorof this church was Father Kirwan, who stayed only a few months.
He was replaced later in 1906 by Faher William Thompson He lived initially at 124,
Snargae Street, but moved in 1908 to the presbyteryat 122, Snargate Stre¢ when a small
repository was openal at 124. Father Thompsonleft in 1911, being replacedby Faher
Martin G. Gifkins. In the early 1930s there weretwo SundayMassesat Snargde Stre¢ and
four at St Pad's, and Doverwasvery well served, but we are geting aheal of ourseles...

That greatman to whom the Faith in Dover owes so much, Father James Edward
Laws, celebrate the Golden Jubiee of his Ordination on 1904 April 5th. A committee,
consisting of the membes of St Pau's Conference with the Rector N.V. Broderassecrefary,
assistd ably by Fathe O'Gara, was s& up to organi® the fedtivities. The Sdemn High Mass
of thanksgivingwas celebraédin his church, St Pauls at 11 a.m by his nephew,Fathe A.
O'Leary of Chebea, assisted by the Rev Dr Ryan as Deacon and a Jesuit priest from
Canterbuy as Sub-Deacon The Rt Rev Mgr Danewski, Father Laws and the venerabé
French Redemptaist from Kearsney were in the Sarctuary and many priests from
neighbouring parishes were presen in the Church. It was also attendal by the Mayor of
Dover, Sir William Crundal, and many non-Cathoiic friends. Turner'sMass of St Mary
Magdiene was sung by the pupils of St Ursula's Convent SisterBernardinepresiced at the
organ, as usual. Fatherdu Plennyconduced and FathersO'Gara and Ward with Mr Grimm
F.R.A.M., were a gred addiion to the efficiency of the singing. After Mass the Te Deum
washeartily sung by the char, and mary of the congegationjoined in. At 1 p.m.therewasa
special banquetin the Councl Chambemwith abou 50 guessin attendance The mernus were
hand-panted by the girls of St Ursuas Convent. The Mayor proposel the toast and spdke of
the sterling quditiesof FatherLaws, whom hehad"known, respetedand admired for years.
Mr Worsfold Mowll, in a few well-chosenwords, also spoke highly of FatherLaws, and of
the goad work he had dore sincehe came to the town. Father Laws, in respondingto the



toast thanked them mog sincerely for their kind expressons in his regard, and said it gave
him mucdh pleasue to receiwe not only the good wishes of Cathdics in the town, but also
those of membersof othercommunities. At 3 p.m. in the grand hall of the Town Hall, Father

Laws was presened with an addres (by A. Ansteal in pen and ink, framed in carveal oak)
and a tegimonal in the form of a substatial sum of money. Selectiors on the organwere
played at intervals by Mr Taylor, F.R.C.O. The presentation was made by Mgr Daniewski.
Abbot Bergh O.S.B. of Ramgake also spoke Letters and telegiams were read by Father
Broder, including congratulatory letters from the Archbishop of Westminster Bishop Cahll

(of Portsmotth), Bishop Brindle, D.S.O., Mgr Fenton,Bishop Amigo, the Hon Mrs Stourton
andone from Father Laws brother Father Thomas Roche Laws O.P.,the Dominican Prior of

Holy Cross,Leicester He deeply regrettel being unable to attenddueto iliness Theaddess
read

"Dea Father Laws, - Words can faintly expressour feeings of gladressin offering
you our mog heaty congratulationson the occasim of the Golden Jubilee of your
Priesthood.

"During fifty years as a priest by your never-failing goodress andkindness you have
won the hearts of all. Your aim, which you have reachal in a most remakable degree has
always been to pradice tha religion pure and undefiled which your patran Sairt Janes
teaches by visiting the fatheressin their affliction and keeping yourself unspoted from the
world. Your work has been to preat the Gogel to the poor, and spread the Kingdom of
Jews Christ; and the Churdh and Schods which you have built herein Dover are everlasting
witnes of your success Accept then,dearFatherLaws, this purseof gold asatoken of our
affection. May our Divine Maste bless and keep you, andgive you still mary years of life
and strength in our midgt to help us with your adviceand encouage usby your exampeé.

"Signed on behaf of the Committee by

N.V. Broder M.R.
A.ED. OGaraO.S.B.
P.E.Ryan D.D."

Peopke usdl to say "hehasonly one nane - dear old Father Laws".

Father Laws recalled his coming to Dover 40 yearspreviously, when Sir Richad
Dickeon introduced him to the people. In the course of his reply he said that he felt he was
nothing "Non mihi sedtibi, Domine omnis horor et gloria”. (Not to me, but to you Lord, be
all honou and glory). He could only say that now, coming to the end of his cours on Earth,
he mug think of the dreadfu accoun which a Prieg had to give before Gods tribunal "What
shal | say whenthe Judge shal cometo cal all to a strict account?:' He tharked all who had
sulscribed to the testimanial.

In the evening, at 8 p.m. in the Town Hall, there wasa concertin honour of Faher
Laws andit wasa gred sucess It included items such as"The Holy City", operatic solos
and "FaherO'Flynn". On thefollowing eveningtherewas a secand concertin his honour and
a presentationat St Mary's Convent This was organsed by the Children of Mary and the
Guild of St Agnes. A presntation wasalso made by the Mothers Meeting. Father receivel
mary presents

The local press gavegoodcoverage of all thes events So Dover honoured its great



man, with the whole town, Catlolic and Protedart joining in, as the mayorsad, apat "from
cread and prejudice’, to acmrd him congatulations Father Laws was a friend of the
compoer Liszt. Thestory is told that on one occason when Lisztwas pasing through Dover
on the train he had his comparment disconnecéd and shuntel into a siding so that he and
Father Lawscould hawe along chat

All too soon cane the time for Doverto honour Father Lawsin a different way. He
died on 1907 March 11th at the age of 77. The Dover Expres pulished on Friday, 1907
March 15th noted

"We reoord, with gred reget, the deah of the Rev. Jame Laws, a retired Catolic
priest, who for many years was a familiar figure ashead of the Catholic Mission in Dover,
andwho, during his retiremer of abou 15 yeas, hascontinwed to take an adive patt in the
services at Dover Corvent where during his retrementhe hasresded He had passed his
70th year, ard for a considerable time had been failing in health. Six weeksago he was
confined to his bed and medically attended but he got better, and for the last two weeks was
able, asusual, to officiate at the daily services at the Convent On Sunday morning he sad
Mass at the Convent, and was quite cheeful all day, spendng the evening in his room,
chatting with an old friend, a priest from Ramsgate Accordingto his custom he retired to
reg early, but on Monday morning atthe usud time for officiating at the Convent Chape) he
wasnotthere and on hisroombeingvisited, it wasfound tha hewasdead in his bed, having
appaently passe away quite peacefuly in hissleg. Dr. Ord was sert for and he could only
confirm the obvious fact that deah had taken place but having attendeal him recenty, was
ableto cerify the cau® of death sothat aninqueg was unnecesaty.

"The conrection of Father Laws with Dover hasbeen long and honourably.Three
yeasago he celebated the jubilee of his ministry, when he was the recipiert of the warmeg
expresgons of love and affecion from the Caholic section of Dover, aswell asthe highest
approval of his careerasa Dover public manfrom the Mayor, Sir William Crundall and other
leadng townsmen who took par in the Jubilee celebrations and on the sane occasion,he
received a testimonid in the form of a purse containing 130 guineas intended to be a
pracicd way of showing the labourer wasworthy of his hire...

"Personally,Father Laws was very pleasam and agreeale to all classes of persons
with whom he came into contact, and wasalways read; to interest himsef in any movement
for the benefitof Dover. Naturally, hislong residene had engenderd alove for Dover and
its surroundings, and since the greatr leisure afforded by his retiremen he might have been
frequenty seen staring from the Conventin Maison Dieu Road where he had his
appartmentsmouwnting on his tricycle to makeatour of the neighbouring villagesthe ancent
churches of which he regaded with keen historicd and archaeologicd interest. Hisduties as
a priest, in later years, were mainly associaéd with the Conventwhere he resded He also
represented the Cathdic community on the Education committee, and he was frequenty to
be me with in the readirg room of the Dover Institute, the tables of which he regukrly
supplied with the leadirg Catholic newspapersHe was very specialy intereded in the early
history of the Maison Dieu, and was never tired of searchiig out detail conrected with its
origin and remoe annals Hislong and usefu lif e now being brough to apeacefliclose itis
pleasanto refl ecttha the evening of his dayswas socdmly spent”.

The whole town gaveitself aday off to attend the funeraland lots of picture poscards
of the ceemory were avalable afterwards. The funerd took place on Friday, 1907 March
15th at St Jamess Cemetely, wherea large numbe of mournes were present. Prior to the



servie at the graveside the Office of the Dead was sung in St Paul's Church whete the body

had been brought overnight. The Solerm Requiem High Mass commenceal in a crowded
Chuch at 10 a.m, a large number of the townspeop being presentin addtion to the
Catholic community, including Sir William Crundall and Alderman H.M. Baker. The Mass

was sung by His Lordshipthe Bishop of Souhwark, Dr Amigo, asssted by the Rt Rev Mgr

Daniewski (from Walmer) and Fahers Limpens (from Deal), Fournier (from St Margaet's

Bay) and O'Leary (Father Law's nephew)who actedas the Bishops Master of Ceremonies.
Also presentwere Fathers Power (from Carterbury), Sheppardfrom Canterbury), Thompsmn

(from Snargate Street, Dover), Red (from Hythe), Delaflic (from Kearsney),Rogers (from

Sandgate), Burne (from Herne Bay), Thomas Laws (Fathe Law's brother), the Very Rev
Cana Tuke, O'Gara (from Ransgate), Brode (St Paul's, Dover) and Peal (St Pauls, Dover).

When the solemn Gregorian chantingof the Mass hadteminatedwith Requiescd in Pae, an

addresswas given by Father O'Gara,0.S.B., who preahed from Ecclesiasicus xxxi (Doua

version) "Blesse is therich man that is found without blemish, and that hah not gore after

gold, nor put his trustin money, nor in treasires;who is he and we will praise him"...recaled

Father Law's Golden Jubilee.His lif e was singularly without blemish he wasa goad prieg

from his ordination to the day of his deah. He never relaxed his efforts, never gave accoun

to the things of this world, nor amassed money. He never cared for it. There were special
points in his life - his unosentatious piety, thorough chaity and determned enmity to

idleness..at cettain hours of the day he would be always found in prayer...Everwhen they

sav him riding to the country on his tricycle it was with the intention to take out his breviary

and meditaton bodk in the quietuck of the country, with no one to interrupt, because he usel

to say that in the city noise one could not concentrate one's thoughts for a shorttime with

ones Maker. Everyore spole of his charity, thoudh it was not indisaiminate. He understoal

thoroughly tha there were professond beggars...Hewas a skilled workman in wood

carving...The Church they were in was built by him, and their schools were the work of his

hands. They stood as monumentgo his piety, zed ard chaity...

After the Mass, the processbn formed in the Chuch, heade by the Bishop and
priests the organistplaying the Dead March in Sad as they left the Church The pall beares
consisted of the workers of the Church Messrs Crompton Horgan, O'Callaghan, Pierce
Tucker and Blackman As the coffin was placedon the hear the Bishop blessedhe body.
The procession proceeded through the streets heade by servers,the Bishogs carriage
preceding the hearse, followed by nine cariiages with priess, sigers, etc... Walking behind
were a large number of the Catholic community and the boys and girls of the Caholic
schools The coffin was carriedto the grave, situakd at the foot of that of the late Father
Kelly. The coffin was made of polishal oak, with polished brassgothic handles The
inscriptionrea:

Jacobs Eduardis Laws
ad sacramPresbyteraton ordinaus
die 11 Aprilis, 1854,
Pie obdermistin Doming,
die 11 Martii, 1907,
Actatis 77,
R.I.P.

There is one more incidert to relat in the story of Father Laws andwe mug make a
temporay jump in time to the year 1968 in ordea to do so. Father Tanne was in
correspon@nce with Jom G. O'LearyF.S.A. of Saffron Walden Es®x, in July of that yea.



Father Laws nephev wasFather A. O'Leary, you will recall. Father A. O'Leary's brother was
the fathe of Jom G. O'Leaty. Fatrer Tannerloaned Faher Laws' Scraplook from the parish
archives to John O'Lealry for a while. Jom O'Leary related to Father Tanner that the Laws
belonged to Costesseypnce a village, but now within the City of Norwich. Father Laws
Scrapbod relatesthatin the summer of 1844 his brother William, sincedead andhe went to
visit their aurt at Isleworth. They went fishing in the Thamesopposite Richmond and his
brothers line becane entangledin the weeds. In pulling to free the line it snapped andhis
brothe fell into the deep water. The tide was carrying him out when a woman sitting down
at the side of a stile nearly called out "Put in your line and pull him out". He threw theline
in, his brothe cawht it, and waspulled out. His mothe was at that time in London andhis
cousn (who subsequenglbecame a nun) was in the room with her. She noticed that heraunt
became very pale andasking the cause his mothe answere "my boy is drowning, let us say
the Rosay". At the end of the five decadeshis mothe said "my boy is saved". The place
where they were fishing was a deseréd part of the river and the future Fathe Laws aunt
made enquiies of the boatman, who attended the ferry, what womanhad been by that way
that morning. He said tha no one had passd. Some monthslater Jame Laws told his
mother tha he wanted to beawme a priest, and she answerd "Well it is evidert that God
made you to becone a fisher of men". Soon afterwards he left England for Lisbon to begin
his studies

We have alreadyseen that Father Laws was an accomplishel wood cawver and Jom
O'Leaty tells Father Tanne that he has in his possession a picture of Pope Pius IX with the
origind carved frame including the coa of arms cawed above the frame by Father Laws.
John O'Leary visited St Paul's and was plea®d thatthe stained glass window depicting Father
Laws survived the Secand World War.

In 1908 the Sistes of Charity, in cooperation with the Southwak Resce Sociey and
the local workhouse, opered an orpharage. War conditions in 1917 subsequently caused the
children to be dispersal.

There was a parish magazie being published monthly around 1903 4. It used to sdl
for 2d and was simply called The Dover Catholic Magazine It apparent failed due to lack
of support At tha time alarge greenhous stood betwee the churd and the presem (2023)
prestytery. Father Broder, Missonary Redor, was assistad by Father Douglas O'Gara O.S.B.
and Father P. Ryan Father Brode introduced plainchan to St Paul'sin 1906 and sentthe
organist, Sisger Mary Bemardineto Quarr Abbey,for a study holiday.

We havealready seenthat Father Broder was anxious to persuaé the Ursulines to
start a schoolin Dover. Religious persecuion in France arourd the end of the nineteent /
start of the twentieth century led to the flight to England of severalreligious congregatons
who wished to avoid suppressio and reman intact The Augudinian Sisters of the Precbus
Blood, anursng order, canme from Arrasin 1903 being expdled from their homelaml by the
French government,and with the approvd of the Bishop of Souhwark foundel a house on
the edge of Kearsney Manor Estate. They arrived on 1908 Septmber 29th the Community
unde their Mother Superior numberng abou a dozen The larger building was addel in
1907. They had a spadous chapel addedin 1913and servedby their own chaplan and a
modemn well-equipped nursing home Immedately on arrivd the Nuns estaldished a guest
hous for Ladies and a small school for Frendh and English children The school was
continued for only a few years, but the gued house was still operative in 1948. During the
Secord World War the Nuns were evacuated to Leamirgton Spg from 1941 to 1945. During
this time, the large building then occipied by the military was rendeed uninhakltable by a



seriows fire. During the late 1940sthe Convent Chapelwas packed for Christmas Midnight
Mass, with a large numbe of visitors and a few non-Catholcs. Nearly al the Catlolics
presen received Holy Communion and the Nuns sarg cards in both French and English.
Theresident Chaphkin was FatherDanees.

The Annondade Sisters founded in 1501 by Saint Joan daudhter of Louis XI and
Quee of France (died in 1505),fled from Boulogneand arrived here penniless in 1903 to
found their new houseon top of the white cliffs, overlooking the Chamel at St Margarets
Bay: this wastheir only housein England, the othersbeng in France and Belgium Their
purely contempétive lif e had a specal intertion for the converson of Engand In the late
1940s their Chapel was crowded for Midnight Mass at Christmas sung by the residert
Chaplain Very Rev Carnon Delpierre.

During 1901 Ursuline Superios arived from France and stayed with the Sisters of
Charity while they pleaded their cau® with the Bishop to open aschml. On 1901 Decembe
13th Bishop Bourre finally gave his appoval, stpulating that no Endish girls shaild be
acceped as boarders On 1902 January 3rd three Ursuline sisters moved into 95, Maison
Dieu Road(which beame known as'StUrsula'9 and the schoolopened on Januay 13th with
three pupils. Growth was dow and times were had. Evenually 'Fairview', 22, Pak Avenue
was boughtwith money borrowed from the Mother Houseof the order from Maria Cecilia
Mackenzie, wife of Dondd Fraser Mackenzie and the sisters movedin on 1902 Decembe
8th. On the 10th Father Brode cane to blessthe house. In 1903 May the first Masswas
celebrated in the conven chapel but the Bishop would not allow the Blessel Sacamert to
be reserved. At this time there were no boardes and only sevenday pupils. An abative
venture was stated by the sisters: they opened a school (St Angelds) for "children of the
lower classes". As an additiond drain on their meage resourcs it wasrecognsed as being
detrimertal to the developmenof St Ursula's and was finally closed in 1907. The last ad of
Bishop Bourne asBishop of Sauthwark, beforetrangerring to Westminste and being creded
Cadind Boume, was in 1903 Sepember,whenhe gawe permissian for the sistersto take up
to twelve Englishboaders providedtha they did not advertse for them By 1908 Deceanber
there were 28 pupils and this numberhad reached 54 by 1910 Decembe.

In 1912 the Brothers of the Christian Schod arrived in the parish and se up house in
wha becane in later years(stak run, non-Catholic) Caglemourt Secandary Schod. Better
known as the Christian Brothers, this eseablishment was a novitiate house for the De La Salle
Congregation. Theydid much to further theliturgicd traditions of St Pauls Parish.

After the depature of Father Brode on 1907 July 16th there were two priess in
charge of the Mission who stayed only a short while: Father Edmurd Buckley was here from
1907-1910 and Father EdmundMiller from 1911-:1915 On 1915 Octoberlst Cano George
W. Grady arrived in Dover asthe new Missionary Rector. The first letter in the archives
from this time is from Bishop'sHouseto Cana Grady on 1915 Segembe 28th hoping tha
hewill be very happy indeed in Dover andmentoning the small debtexisting at the Mission
Within three days of his arrivd Canon Grady insured the buildings against'air craft risk" at
the requed of the Diocese, for thesewere the days of the First World War. The recads show
the Mission delt of £78-10-10 being pad off in instalmens by Canon Grady, the debtfinally
being cleared on 1928 Jaruary 23rd. On 1915 June 30th approval was given by the Bishop
for Massesto be celdbrated at St Pauls "in perpetity” on January 7th amually for "Mariae
Comitissee de Front" and on March 11th annualy for "Rev Jacdi Laws' (Thes documents
were in Latin, aswas thenom).



The yea 1918saw the signing of the Armistice (1918 Novembe 11th) and the end of
the War. Itisrecaded thatthe sisters at St Ursula's wert to their chapel to sing the Te Deum
in tharskgiving for theretum of peace.

On 1920 June28th St Pauls was formally canoncaly erectel as a Parish and Canm
Grady became the first Parish Priestof St Paul'sandthe firs resident ParishPried in Dover
since the Reformation

On 192 Januay 12th Canan Grady becameMilitary Chaplan andwas in receipt of a
salay of £150 per amum for this. Father M.J. Mullin D.C.E., the Chaplain to the forces,
departel atthis time.

During 1930 Caron Grady was occupial with the design and constmuction of a
cenetery crucifix for the Catholc grournd in St Jame Cemetey. On 1930 Novembe 6th he
wrote a letter to the Burial Board requestiig extenson of the Catholc burid spa@ and
permissiom to ered the crucifix. This was agreed on Novembe 10th. The crucifix was
approvedon 1931 August 5th. It was desgned by the Studio Ja Linthout of Ste Croix-
Bruges, Belgium and constructal in Belgian grey granite with bronz figures and mosac
incrustatiors around the cross head The correspondene indicates that Caron Grady did not
like the figure of the crucifix after it had been made The installation of the crucifix took
placeon 1931 Septemberl4th Thetotal cod of £124-16-0 was raised by subsciption.

Brothe Denis Victor F.S.C was a novice at Caglemourt in 1915 when Caron Grady
first came to Dover and asked the Brotheis to sing the Office of Tendorae during Holy Week
at St Pauls. Hewas also at Massin St Pauls when abomb fell in 1940 and brough downthe
ceiling. Father David Leo F.S.C. wassent a copy of Catholic Dove by Father Tanrer. He
had spent 18 yearsat Caglemourt and often led the Brothersto St Pauls for Tenebra or
othe liturgicad ceremonies. Brother Elwin was a novice at Caglemount from 1923-1926
recalled that some20 Brothe's usedto sing Tenebme in St Paul's andin his corespndene
with Father Tanne referred to his memaies of CanonGrady and Father Gifkins and to
servingthe latters Holy Week.

A glimpse of theliturgicd ceremamial of thosedays in St Pauls Parsh is givento us
by contenporary accaunts of the various processons. The CorpusChristi processonin 1921
Juneleft the churdh and proceedel along Maison Dieu Road, up Castk Hill andin through
the badk erntrance of Castemourt Monasterywhere Mass was celebrated The young girls
were given buckets of flower petals to throw at the feet of Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament The route was lined with the childreris parens and,indeed half the peagple of
Dover. The pahway down through the trees was beauifully made with flower petds and
coloured sardstonesportraying the life of Jesis and Mary. The priest and the Knights of St
Columka led the processia and there was public hymn singing. A returnwas made to the
churah for Mass.

Around 193 there used to be an annud outdoar May Processin where two membes
of the Children of Mary carried a statue of Our Lady shoulde high on a plattorm. Also, in
the ealy 1930s, the anrual Cormpus Christi processon was still beéng macde through the
streds to Castlemount, ending therewith Benediction.

In 1935 August St Paul'sParishbenditted from the will of a Mrs Catherine O'Brien
who left £50 to CanonGrady to provide"requsitesfor the Church”.



The Duke of York's Royal Military School was sevedby the Paridh and in 1926 there
were 120 Catholic boys there. By 1930 March 17th this numbe had risen to 136 including
some staff and families and the autorities at the school propose that the then existing
temporay hut in use as a chapé be denolished and sold to partly cover the coss of
alterations they were going to make to the north wing of the students block in order to
convet it into a new Catholic Chapel On 1930 Decembe 4th the Old Boys Associdion of
the school madea very generousdonaion of £21 (only £12 was expeded) to cover the cog
of two statues (oneof Our Lady) and the candlesitcks for the new chapel The Old Boys
Assaiation was in dired communcaion with CanonGrady abou his requirements for the
chapé. In aletter daied 1931 January 5th their repreentative tharks Caron Grady for his
Christma Card and says that he was able to collea a further £12 from the Old Boys. By
1931 January214 he wasable to repat to Canan Grady that he had,in fact, collected £14,
and added: "Myson, who was at the school with the Bandmader for afew days, tells me how
beautifu the altar looks". The altar was designed and marufadured by J. Linthout & L.
Verstrade of Bruges. The opening of this chgyd had long been an ambition of Cana Grady:.
Unfortunatey, Bishop Keating,the Bishop responsibldor the armedforces wasunable to be
presen as he was out of the country. The chapd was openedby Caron Grady on 1931
January 28th and the Chaiman of the Old Boys Asscciation (who was not a Cathalic)
insisted on being present. The totd cog of thework had been £81-2-5.

There was alsoa chapel - amerearny hut - on the Westem Heights,for the use of the
military. The Parishpaid for it to be erectad and the army mantainal it. In time, the
auhorities would no longerrepar it and insisted that Caron Grady repair it or evacuag the
site. Shortly before Father Porter came to Dover in 1932, CanonGrady gave the hut to
Newing the builder, on condition tha he cleared the site by anagreed date The troops came
to St Paul's Churchfor Mass.

During 1922 the Convent of the Annonciade at St Margarets Bay made the first
hestant moves to re-establis their orde in Park.

One of the last publications to be producel by Caron Grady was his Cathdic
Calendar Blotter for 1935 an appraximately A4d-sized publicatian with a deep blue cover,
with the title embossd in gold, the Papd arms cented, and inscribed "With the compliments
of the Very Rev CanonG.W. Grady, Rurd Dean St Pauls Church, Dover". The title page
contairs a beauiful photograph of the interior of St Pad's - the magnificent Pugin High Altar
and reredos The Churd is shown with the banrers of the Saints hangirg from the roof down
adjacent to the pillars. The reason for this is not known. At that time Holy Masswas
celebrated in St Paul'son Sundy at 7, 8 and 10 a.m, High Mass and Sermon at 11 am,;
Catechisn and Berediction at 3 p.m.; Devotions Samon and Benedictio at 6.30. p.m. On
Holydays of Obligation Masswas celebrated at 7 and 8 a.m High Masswasat 10 a.m on
these days and Benediction at 7 p.m. On Weekdas, Masswas celebratd at 7 and 8 a.m
(evenirg Mass was not permitiedin those days). Benaliction was on Tuesdgs at 4 p.m. and
Wednesays and Fridays at 7 p.m. Baptisns and Churchingswere on Sundays at 3.45 p.m.
andWednesdayst 10 am. Confessonswere head on the Evesof feass from 12 to 1 p.m.
andon Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m. It isinterestirg to seelisted the Confraernity Meetingsin
the Parish Onthe first Sundayof the morth the Soddlity of the Children of Mary met at 3.30
p.m. and the Guild of the Blesed Sacamert at 6.30 p.m. On the last Sunday of the month
the Guild of Altar Serversmet at 7.45 p.m. Each Sundg the Society of St Vincent de Paul
met a 1230 p.m. and the Guild of the Holy Angelsat 345 p.m. Each Friday, the
Aposteship of Prayermet at 7 p.m. This publication contairs a brief Parish History by
Canon Grady in addition to all the usud informaton you would exped to find, togeterwith



avery brief two pageCatholic Dictionary. The distind impresson is one of a thriving and
very active Cathdic Paish.

It is related that Caron Grady usedto enjoy visiting the childrenin St Paul'sSchod
and playing gameswith themon occasion. He had a sense of humour liked gardenng, ard
was a former ammy chaplan before comingto Dover. He died on 1936 March 30th andis
buriedin St James Cemetery. Mary peode may still havein their families the First Holy
Communion certifi cates bearing his signature and the medals issued on thes occasios in
those days.

In thee yeas betweenthe Wars the population of Dover continued to grow and
expand In fact the town population was higherthen that it is today (2023). Expansia ard
develbpment saw the town move up the valley towards Buckland EIms Vale andRiver. One
of the consequences of this was tha the SnargateStree Parish of Our Lady of Pity and St
Martin never really flourished FatherGifkins retired in 1936 but wert on living at Snargate
Stree untl he was tragcally killed at sea on 1940 Jure 22nd. From 1936 Our Lady of Pity
and St Martin's was sewved by Fathe R.E Florance,curate of St Paul's. During 193% an
edimate for £198 from Haywad & Paramorwas acceged for the installation of new
skylights, repairs to the external roof, wall plaste and redecoration of the interior of the
Snargaé Street Church On 1937 April 15th a letter from Bishops House grants Father
Gifkins the faculty to celebrate the Votive Mass of Our Lady every day or any other Votive
Mass approvedby the Holy See,and on Ferias, the Mass for the Dead. In 1939 March
H.E.Frostof London Road was paid £65-11-6 for aterations anddecoratons to the Snargate
Stred Church In 1940 the Churd was findly closed and the Paish re-united with St Paul's
The Church itsdf subsequertly stood empty for 20 yeass, but that is part of the future stoty.

The new ParishPriestin 1936 was Father Osar Leake On June23rd of that year
Bishop Amigo approved the constuction of an extensia to the predytery at 102, Maison
Dieu Roadard was gratified that Father Leake was going to pay for the work himself. The
work was caried out by Hayward& Paramoritd. Quite a corsiderade amoun of building
work was carried out in the Parig at this time. On 1936 July 27th Hayward & Paramor
started work on re-roofing St Pau's Church, includng the installaton of new batters and
counte batters, re-slaing with Welsh dates secured with galvanised nails, and the
install ation of fanlights to give extra light. Most of the leadwok was renewed as well. For
an edimated cost of £489, this work was finally completed in 1938. J. Martin, the Electiicd
Firm then in Dover High Street, installed 6 floodlights above the High Altar in St Pauls in
1939 Theasphai forecout to the Church was taken upin 1937 aspart of the works and new
concrete paving laid for the additiond sum of £6814-0. On 1937 April 8th the Bishop
allocaed £100 from the Fogarty legacyto help with the cog of the work on the Church.
During 1937 Febmuary Hayward & Paranor were paid £48-15-0 to reinstae damageto the
Schod causel by a smal fire. There is comespndene betwea Father Leake and the
Dioceseon 1937 March 11th-13th referene insurane of the Snagat Stre¢ Churd due to
posshle damageby falling cliffs, butthis did not progress any further.

On 1937 March 8th alette to Father Leakefrom Bishops Hous read "His Lordship
does not seethe necessiy for the Guild of St Stephen for Altar Sewvers and suggeds that you
make use of the Confraternity of the Blesse&l Sacranert which no doult has been ereded in
your parish. The Confratemnity is much more suited for your purpose than the Guild of St
Stephen”.

During 1937 the Pap& Envoy to the Coronationof George VI arrived at Dover ard



Bishop Amigo asked FatherlLeale to represenhim and med the Envoy.

On 1938 Felruary 8th the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine was erected in the
parish The year 1938 also saw some correspondene between Adrian Taylor O.S.B. of
Ramsgate and Archbish@ Amigo about the chaphbincy at Kearsng Convent. The
Archhisho discused this with Fathe Leake(the letters are signed by Cyril C. Cowderoy, the
Archbishops Secetary) and on 1938 September 17th the Augustinian Conven acceptedhe
savicesof aprieg from St Pauls Parid. By 1939Januay 16th the convent was complaining
that their work suffered from their not having a residernt chaphin as they had previously done
andon January 24t Archbish@ Amigo agreed to the appointmert of a chapain, stipulating
that he mug be fluent in both English and French. Father Leake hada Belgian prieg friend
whom he thought would be suitable for the chaplaincy and there is a note in Father Leake's
writing on the foot of the letter. "It wasarranged for Fr H. Dareek to go to Kearsrey and he
arrived and took possessin on Mar 10th1939".

1938 March 19th saw the Forty HoursExpostion at St Pauls Church ard on April 3rd
of that year the Dominicans beganaweelklong mission in the parish

In 1939 February Archbishop Amigo travelled to Dover, arriving a the Marine
Station on the Boat Train, and lunched with Father Leale at the presbyterybefore meeting
the Apostolic Delegate who enterel the countly heretha day. The Archbishop went on to a
visitation of Margat in the evenng.

Father Leake was granted leave of absene from the paiish for six weeks in 1939
commencig on Low Sunday and on July 14th a letter from BishopsHouseto Father Leake
asks him to discussthe site for the location of a military chapel with the Diocesan Finance
Commitee During that yea Father Leake was also trying to purchag some Wesleyan
propety nea Leighton Road but this fell through He was also involvedin discussionsabou
the meansof obtaining moneyto purdhase a site at Buckland

Theyea 1939 was the end of anera, not jus for Dover, but for the whole world. The
Nazis were in powerin Germanyand had alreadyamexead Austria The invasion of Polard
by the forcesof Adolf Hitler resultal in Great Britain declaing war on Germany. It was
Sundegy September3rd at 11 a.m The Secand World War had begun  Even at that momert
Dover had its first air raid waming when a plare flew over the area and refused to idenify
itself. It was afalse alarm but much worse days were to follow. At the 11 a.m Massin St
Paul'son that day FatherLeake had jug read the weekly notices and was aboutto start
preachirg when the Air Rad warning sounded hetold the peoge to leave the Church ard
takesheler. Sundy Massesin St Pau's Church tha day were at the normd times but it was
statal that all Pilgrimages were carcelled and there would be no Childrenof Mary meetng
on the following Sunday. By Sunday Sepembe 10th notice wasgiven of the Archbishofs
orders for the De Profunds to be said after all Masse for the souls of those who died in the
War. Confessbns on Saurday were in future to be from 5 to 7 p.m. and no Confessbns
would be head after that time. The 9 a.m Massin St Pau's was discontnued, but Mass
would be sad at tha time every Sunday in the Snargte Stre¢ Church All evening
devaionswereto be heldat5 p.m. On Sunday Segembe 17th the children of the Paishare
reminded that their monthly Holy Commuion is to take place as usual but the Schod
remairs closed until proper protectian is providedagainsg air raids.

During 1940 it was considered necesaryto evacuatehe school children to a place of
greaer safety for the duration of the war. On 1940 May 31st Father Taggart, curae at St



Paul's,celebratd Massat 3 am. for the staff and pupils of St Ursula's andat 3.45 a.m. the
first contingentof Sistersand pupils left by coad for Wales The children of St Pauls
Schod were evacuagd on 1940Jure 2nd. Mass was cdebrata in St Pauls for the Schod at
7 a.m and the Schod left on a train which they shared with the Dover Gramma Schod for
Boys from Dover Priory Station at 8 a.m  No parentswere allowed on the platform to say
goodbye. The children were on the train all day, which avaded travdling along all the main
lines for fear of attack from the air. This was along and tiring journey, especialy when you
consder tha there was one child as yourg as three yeas old. Eventually the train arrived at
the destination of Ebbw Vale in what was then Monmouthshire (in the lates bounday
changes Ebbw Vale is the county town of Gwen), Souh Wales, at arourd 5 p.m. The
children were taken by coachto Willowtown Schod where they had to wait for the locd
peqle to come and collect them and take them to their new, temporay homes Sone had to
wait untl as late as 10 p.m. In Ebbw Vale, St Pauls Schod shared All Saints Catholic
Schod for one year with parttime schoding, and then used the crypt of All Sants, the
Catholic Parsh Church of Ebbw Vale. Father Ryanwas Paish Priest of Ebbw Vale thenand
St Paul's Schod was readly adopted as patt of the Ebbw Vale parish. Fathe Ryan had no
sistesin his parish and was therefore patticularly please to have the Sistes of Charity from
Dover. Four Sisters wentto Ebbw Vale the teachirg staff of the Schod - Sister Vincert
(headteacher), Sisters Philomena and Theresg and Sista Louiseto be housskeeper for them
They stayed in a housein Tredegar Road Ebbw Vale. Many of the children made mary
friends in Ebbw Vale and some of thes friendshps have beenmaintained between families
to the preent day. Consider the courag and bravey of thes children embaking on an
unknown lif e with the knowledge tha they might never see their families agan (and sone
never did) and of the parents who were brave enough to allow them to go. Thes were very
special days when everyone worked very closely together. Conside too, the greatcharity and
kindnes of thase who took the children in and gave them a home, often treatirg themasan
additon to their own family, although a small minority were not always so lucky as to be
treatel in this way.

On 1940 Augug 16th Archbishop Amigo wrote to Faher Leakesaying tha he was
gladthat it wasnot necesarl to move Father Taggat to Ebbw Vale and that no Southwark
priest wasneede there On Augug 28th the Archbish@ is discusing sending money to the
Sauth Coag parishes to compensde for their loss of income but on Septembe 3rd Father
Leakewrote back to say that he did not neel any financial assistanceyet. The first war
damageo St Pauls Churchoccurral on Tuesday, 1940 August 22nd at 2100 hours when two
shells struck the adoining propert at 103, Maison Dieu Road (the modernday presbytery,
thenin private ownership) Two people were rescued from the damage building asthe Air
Raid warning then sourded During October of that year Father Leake wasrecovering from
illness.

The subject of the provision of a prieg for the children in Ebbw Vale arises again on
1941 Februay 3rd when Archbishg Amigo says tha he is thinking of sending Father
Coleman from Camberwel to look after them. The questio of financial sugport from the
Dover parishis mentionedas othe evacuatedpriests were paid a salay of £100 and the
parishes taxedacmrdingly. The correspondence mentionsFather Healion who was ill, had
travdled to Ebbw Vale with the Schod, and died only afew weeks later on 1940 July 27th,
to the shock of the children The Archbish@ undertod his regular vistation of St Paul's
Parish on 1941 June 24th despte the war conditions. On 1941 December 11th the War
Commissim paid £75-9-11 compensatn for damage to St Paul's, while on 1942 Januay
20th we find more discussiors in the correspondereabou land at Buckland



The pressues and tensions of lif e in war-torn Dover were proving to be too mua for
Father Leake and corregppondence from Bishops House shortly before he movedin 1942 says
that it is goad that he will be having a "rest and a change: Father Leakewas replaed by
Father Willi am Sewd .

On Monday, 1942 Novembe 9th, betwee 1956 and 2235hours a shel exploded at
the rea of 22, PencesterRoad. More than 50 house in Maison Dieu Road and the Paddock
weredamaged. There wereno casualties.

In his descriptio (private correspondere) of the Parishduring the latter half of the
War, Father Sewell says that the stainedglass on the souh side of St Pauls wasshatteed by a
bomb/shdl blast Mog gutters were damaged The windows in the Sacrsty had been
damagedbefore he arrived Ningeen shells fell within 50 yards of the Church and
prestytery. The slates were aways being re-installed on the roof and very consicerable
damag was dore to the organ by water pendration from the leaking roof. One shell
dedroyed the houseopposte the presbytery (on the cornerof PencesteRoad, where thisis
now the small Councitowned garden opposte the Church: it is bdieved tha St Paul's
parishioners asssted in estadishing this garden after the end of the War). It buried itsef
deeply before exploding andthe explosionshook the predoytery and Churd "tremendously”.
Another shell fell afew yardsto the sout of the outdoar crucifix. Father Sewell wasin the
air raid shdter behindthe crucifix at the time. The Church was only 3 yards distantandwas
very shakenwith muchceling plager being brought down. On yet anothe occasionFather
Sewell wasat the hosptal, visiting for the night, when a shdl blag pulled out the frame of
his bedroan window. The westwindow of the Church was repaired repeatedly. At the eag
end of the building the only red damag wasto the windows. Truly it can be consdered a
miracle that St Pau's survived the War and avoided any direct hits by bombs or shells.

During the War a triptych 4 ft high x 8 ft wide from St Paul's wassent to Aylesham
Paish for safe keepng and anivory crucifix wasdismanted, packel in abox and placed in a
big sdein the Church.

Snargaé Stre¢ Church was severely damagedby the explosian of a motor torpedo
boat in the Harbournearby.

St Paul's Schod retumed to Dover in 1943 but the school buildings next to the
Church were in too damaged a cordition to use. The Schod was granted the use of sone
roomsin St Ursulds for awhile and then in 1945 Januarywhen St Ursulds Schod returnedto
Dover, St Paul's Schoolhad use of the dining room in St Mary's Conventuntl the School
buildings were repared. During pat of the War some of St Ursula'sbuildings were usedto
temporaily house peoplemadehomelessby bombing and sheling. On Monday, 1943 April
5th betwveen 0020and 0315 hours, a shell landed in the garden of St Ursua's Convent Schal
in Caste Avenue but it failed to explode When St Ursulas returned they reopened their
Schoal with 26 pupils and by 1948 they had 170 pupils and the schod was steadiy rising to
its preWar standad of efficiency. During 1945 Novembe St Ursula's purchase ‘Claremant’
due to ther exparsion.

The War in Europe ended(VE Day) on 1945 May 8th andin Japa (VJ Day) and
herce the world on 1945 August 15th, the Feast of Our Lady's Assumpton. Conditions
slowly returned to a new kind of nomality over the next few years The Dioces purchase
two acres of land on 1945 October 30th at the top end of Union Road (now named Coombe
Valley Road) nea the roundalout, with the congruction of a chuch or schoolin mind.



Thereis consderabé comrespondenebetween Cana Cahill at BishopsHouse and Dr Sewdl

on this subgct. When this land was purchasd from Dover Corporation, a 12 yea covenam
was imposed on it to the effect that if no church or school had been built within that period
the Corporatian hadthe right to buy the land bad at the origind purchase price.

Father Sewell left Dover in 1946 andwasreplaced as ParishPriestby Father Charles
Jones Hefirst arrived on a cold winter night in 1946Marchandoneof the vely first tasks he
had to do was shové snow from the forecout of St Paul's Church! Due to the War damaye,
everything wasin amess In fact, thiswas probably true of mog of Dover at this time which
had endued being 'Hell Fire Corner and a front-line town. All the windows of the Church
were boarced up and the plaster ceilling was harging in festoors all overthe Church In wet
weathe pieces of it came down andin corresponcence with Faher Tanne in later yeas
Father Jones recalled that some Ursuline nunshad nea misses on these occasions The
Sacristy floor proved to be unsafeand was found to be suffering from dry rot. In fact the
Sacristy was riddled with dry rot and it had spread to the adacen patt of the Churchin front
of the High Altar. The cau® of this had been the installation of defectve air bricks when St
Paul'swas first built. Foors had to be ripped up and Fathe Jones maderefererce to the
"smell reminiscert of deal bodies needng burial". The windows and the ceiling were
regored by Hayward& Paramor Ltd (this work was supervisedoy W.N. Scaife F.R.I.B.A.
from Temple Ewell: the cog was £81-6-7). In order to reach the high celling of the Churd a
travelling scaffold tower was neede and peopk have memories of Christmas 1946 when
they could gaze at the High Altar through that tower. St Pad's had been one of the dakest
ard gloomies chuchesin the Dioceseuntl Cathedral Glasswasinstalled in that year.

An amual Parish Pilgrimageto the shrine of the Sacred Heat of Jesis at Walme was
started by Mr Green in 1946 on the Sunday following the feast of the Saced Hear, in
reparation for St Pauls being sparel during the War. The pilgrimage coninued on an amual
basis (excluding 1948 until 1957. (The Conven of the Visitation at Walmer closed in
1958)

It was aso in Father Jones' time tha a statwe of St Pad was ereced in St Paul's
Church.

In those years after the War the Corpus Christi and May Procesions were revivedand
usedto process from St Paul'sChurchto either St Ursula'sConvent or, on other occasons,
the Penceste Gardens

In 1948 St Paul's Sarctuary Guild (Chaplain: Father A.H. Fowler) was formed, with
Senior and Junior Divisions The male members of the choir were ex-officio members of the
Guild. Thefirst meetirg washeld on Sunday, 1948 March 7th, at which Mr E. Huntley was
eleded president; Mr A. Smith as Prefect of Ceranonies Mr Coyre as Treasuer; Mr F.
Watts as Secretary,and Mr A. Huntley as Prefed of the Junor Division. The Guild was
congatulatal on the dignified way in which the ceremonis were carried out during Holy
Week, Easter, Pentecos and during the Forty HoursDevotion.

Father Jones left Dover in 1948 after only two yearsasParishPriestto look after his
eldery parents. He wasrepaceal by Father Michad Fahey.

The Society of St Vincert de Paulwasactive in the parish in the late 1940sard the
1950s. The War had necesstated the temporaly closure of the Dover Conference Mr W.B.
Smith continueal in office as Presiden and Mr C. Green"who is identified with so many



Parig activities" rejoined The organisdion wasunder the Chaplaircy of the Paris Priest

In 1948 it was repored that the Soddity of the Children of Mary (Presicnt: Miss
Brueton; Chaplain: the Parish Priest Treasuer: Mrs Cagle; Secretary:Miss Chgman;
Entertanments Officer. Miss Mack) had undegone a fairly successfuyear. One of the
things they did was to make toys for the Parish Christmas Fair and ran their own stall. Sister
Vincen kindly allowed the useof St Mary's Convent for their meetings and socal events

Also at this time the Legion of Mary Praesidum was active in the Paiish, unde the
Spritual Directarship of Father G.J. Sarsom. There were 14 active membes and 56
auxiliaries A major patt of their work was the swe@ing, dusting and polishing of the
Chuch each week A certain amowt of censis work was undertaken, and various
parishioners were visited. One invald paishione had houseworkdone for them for some
weeks

Father Roy Wratten had been curate at St Pauls from 1945 to 1947. Newsof his
deah at St Chads, Souh Norwood on 1948 July 6th canme asa great shockto parishoners.
As the Priests and People were unabk to get to Norwoodfor his funeral, a Solerm High Mass
of Requiem was surg for his sod in St Pauls by the Prieds of the Deaney on Juy 15th. The
Celebramwas FatherC.E. Jones the late Parsh Prieg of Dover and a special friend of Fathe
Wratten The Dea®n was Father Sansomand the Subdeacan was Father Whamore. The
Rurd Dean Father (later Canor) C.H. de Laubenque and most of the Priests of the Dearery
were in Choir, and the large attendance of the Peope of the Pari$ showed the resped and
affecion in which he washdd.

Mention is madein print at this time aboutSt Paul's Choir.

"A word of appreciation should be given in this Magazineto the membaes of the
Parish Choir. It hasnow commerced its third year. Its first function was the singing of
Midnight Mass at Christmas,1946. All the membes are very keen regula in attendance,
andwork extremely hard to render the Church's musgc with dignity and precsion. The Choir
has severd plainsorg Masse anda few four-part Massesin its reperbire.

"1948 has beean a mog interestng year, though adifficult one for the memlers of the
Choir; most interestirg becaus they have been introducedto the mog beauiful Offices of
the Church's liturgy such as Tenebrae Vespes and Compline; difficult, becawse the
unfamiliar and sometimes involved music of thes Offices such as aniphons, psalm-tones
and hymns at Vespers, had to be learnt, and the difficulties to be overcome But the Choir
has triumphed and we offer the membersour mod sincee corgratulations..”

Remembe that in those days all the Liturgy was in Latin, and thes lay Choir
membes coped with it very well indeed

There was atradition at the time of Parish New Y eafs Patties, taking place as late as
1949 Januay 22nd and organisedby Father Fowler: it was noted that the new ParishPrieg,
Father Fahey first met his new Parishioners atthis party on 1948 January 17th..."and manyof
the Paishiones got their first glimpse of Fathe Fahey. Both survived the shock and have
got quite usel to each othe by now".

There was also a Girls' Club in the Paiish in the late 1940s which held socal evens,
sud as a FancyDress Parly in St Mary's Convent eg. on 1949January5th. After teg games



were played, crackes pulled andFather Fahey distributed gifts from the Christmas Tree. The
Girls' Club was unde the patronag of St Agnes, for girls aged 11 to 15, and met every
Wednesdayeveningat 6.30 p.m.

The amud elections of the Children of Mary in 1948 Decembe resuted in Thea
Bruetan becomirg Presdent; Miss Hilda Chapman becaming Secretay, Miss Norah Smith
becomirg Treasure andMiss Mary Huntley, Courcillor for Entertainments.

In 1949 January StPaul's ParishMagazire appeaed, apparently on a monthly basis

During the late 1940sthere were 60 Catholic boys in the Duke of York's Royal
Military Schod and the clergy from St Paul's gave instuction in the Faith there on Saurday
mornings; offered Mass in the Chapel there on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation ard
provided a sewvice on Sundg evenings.

Rev Mother Michad, Superoress of St Ursua's Convent, celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of her professon on 1949 Decembe 8th. She had entered the Novitiate at
Chavagres France, in 189 August, and after comgeting her canoncd year, was sentto
Paris whereshe taught Art and English After two yearsin Pars shewas called to Dover.
Sheserval in various othe houses of the congregation, but was finally recalled to Dover ard
namel asSuperoressin 1948

Pope Pius XII graned an extraordinay concesson for the start of the Holy Year
1990. There was a Holy Hour in St Paul'sfrom 11 to 11.50 p.m. on 1949 Decembe 31st,
whenBenedictim of the BlessedSaadament was given and this followed at midnight on 1950
January 1st by Solemn High Mass,sung by the Parsh Pried, Faher Fahey. A large crowd
attended this Mass and receved Holy Communion.

Sister Catherine of the Sisters of Charity did much Parish visiting in the year 1949,
after arriving in Dover ealy in tha yea. Later in the year she cdebrateal the Golden Jubilee
of her Professon and to the sadnes of the Parsh, she died on 1950January 18th

A brand of the Associationof Catholic Trades Unionists was esgblished in Dover
eaty in 1950andFather Fahg was anxious that every manandwomanin the parish who was
amemler of a Trade Union should join it. Meetings were held in the School on the second
Monday of ead morth at 8.30 p.m. Mr Bennet was elected as the first Chairman of the
Doverbrand.

On 1950 Jaruary 5th about 230 Caholic children were entertaned at the Christma
Paty, organised by Miss Bruetan and her helpers. Messis Cookand SmyeRumsly provided
a"mog enjoyabk cinemashow". ThePaish New Years Paty was held on Janwary 20th that
year,organisedby FatherFowler with the assistane of MessrsA. Smith andE. Huntey.

Ash Wednesdayl 950 opered solemnly in St Paul's Churchwith the Blessing and
Distribution of Ashes followed by Sung Mass There wasavery large congregabn, and for
those unable to attend the morning ceremoniesthe Holy Ashes were agan distributed after
the Evening Dewotions. Father Fahey wrote: "A very pleasing feaure of the Mass was the
singing of the Commonby the children of St Ursulas High School. Thisis a big step towards
interesting the congregdion in the Liturgy, and by the time tha this appeas in print, the
children of St Pauls Schod will havejoinedwith those of StUrsua's in singing the Common
of theMass for St Patricks Day".



During Lent 1950 the parish had Statons of the Cross and Benedction evely weekdy
evening excepg Wednesdayt 7 p.m. "Wedresdiy evenng is, as usual devoed to the Holy
Hour of Adoratian and Reparain...”

Thefead of St Patick's Day, 1950 March 17th was celebratd with Low Mass at 7.30
a.m, thenat 11 a.m the Parsh Priest solemry blessad and distributed shamrock and sang
the Massof the Feast. There was avery large congregéion. The Common from the Missa de
Angelis (Mass VIIl) was sung by the schoothildren of St Ursula'sand St Paul's. In the
evening the Paish had its traditiond St Parick's Day Darce at the Town Hall. This was
arranged by Father Fowler, and a commitee of boys and girls, and was consdered to be a
huge succes.

A Mission was preachd in St Pauls Church by Father Callaghan and Father White of
the Catholic Mission Societyfrom the last Mass on Sundg, 1950 March 19th until Evening
Devaionson Sunday, April 2nd (Palm Sunday),when there wasthe renewal of Baptismd
Vows, Plenaly Indulgene and Solemrm Benedicton. During the previous fortnight the Prieds
had worked very hard at visiting and preaching The time was too shot to allow evay house
in the Parish to be visited The crowds at Holy Communion on Palm Sundg and Easer Day
were thoughtto bearecod for St Pauls.

Congratilations were extendedto the Sanctiary Guild and Choir for Holy Week and
Easter:

"The Char, unde the baon of Fathe Fowler, was excellent It is no smal
achievemert to rende all the mudc of this Holy Seasm in such a dignified and worthy
manner, egpecially with the limited opportwnities for practice tha our peode have We
bdieve that there are very few Paish Choirs who cover in ayear so muchliturgical music as
ours, and they show themselves mog adaptabé to the renderng of plainsong and harmony
alike.

"Specia mention mug be made of Mr Selens and Mr Coyne, who undertok the
singing of lesons at Tenebrae and acquitted themsdves so well. The organ was in the
cgpabk hards of Sister Vincent and the lady members of the Choir can be best praisal by
saying that they kept up their consistenyf high standard

"The Sarctuary Guild, under Father Hogg, are quite at ea® in the performane of the
most exacting ceremones. Hereagain, though comparisos mug be avoided where possble,
we shoud like to pay specia tribute to Mr Alfred Smith, the Preect of Ceremonis and to
Mr Parick McVey, who are so reliable and so keen on the correct performanceof the
Liturgy. Thisyea we werefortunate too, to havethe services of Mr Eric Williams, a Church
student, who is doing his military service, andhis acquantance with the ceremonid andhis
cheerful willingnesto help wereof great assistance

"Father Hogg hasmack a gred succes too of the Junior Division of the Sanduary
Guild. Itismostedfyingto see so many boysin processon for High MassandVespers..."

On 1990 Sepgembe 21st the Guild of St Monica assemblel in St Paul'sChurchat 9
am. and recitedthe Five Joyful Mysteriesof the Rosay. They then took their places on a
coad andtravelled to Aylesford Priory. Ontheway therethey sangthe hymnHail, Queen of
Heaven. They arived at the Priory gatesat 11 a.m.and walked through the appk orchad
reciting the Five Sorrowfu Mysteriesof the Rosary As theyappro@hed the Priory buildings



they were me by one of the friars, who led them to the Chapd. While walking up the
stairway into the Chgd, they all reated aloud the De Profunds, for the repose of the souls
of all those priests and religious who had lived and ministered at Aylesford Priory. After
prayersin the Chape they had a tour of the buildings and then had Benedction of the
Blessad Sacamert in the Chgpd. The Prior put the large hal at their disposd as a dining
room. Jug after 2 p.m. they were back on the coach, gaing to Hartley (then a smal village
betwean Gravesem and Dartford, in the heat of the Kentish orchad country. The churd at
Hartey was a thatchel Tudor-style barn containing the shrineto Our Lady of Hartley (atitle
granied to it by the Pope,togeter with related indulgences)). They had Benedictio in the
Church and recited the Five Glorious Mysteriesof the Rosay, beforehavingtea in a nearly
restaurah and then returning to Dover. Sister Vincent played the organ at Aylesford and
Hartey and Sister Anne also accompanid them

The year 1950 marked the cenenay of the Regoration of the Hierarchyin England
andWales. On Sunday, Octobe 14 there was a Pantifical High Massat Wenbley. Bishop
Cowderoy orderal the appointment of Paish Organesers to ensurethe succes of the
Pilgrimage to Wembley. Father Fahey askedMr C. Grilli to undetake this work in Dover.
There were 130 paishionas who went on that Pilgrimage leaving Dover Priory Station on a
specid train at 10.20 a.m and arriving at the Stadium Station just after 1 p.m. After the
PageantandHigh Massthey left for home at 5.30 p.m, arriving badk in Dover abou 9 p.m.

During the 1950 Holy Year, in St Peer's Baslica at the Vatican on Novembe 1st,
Pope Pius X1l mace the infallible proclamation of the Dogmaof the Assumptian (a Feastof
the Assumption hadbeen kept on Augug 15th for mostof the history of the Church; in this
country it is mertioned in calendars as®ciated with the Anglo Saxam Chronicles, for
exanple). In accodance with the wishesof Bishop Cowderoy, a triduum of thanksgiving
took place in St Paul'sChurd on Novembe 3rd, 4th and 5th. On Sunday,Novembe 5th,
Father Fahey sangthe Massof the Assumptionin thanksgivingand the Te Deum was surg
after Massin the presence of the Blessed Sacramehexpose. There was Exposition all day,
andin the eveningFather Fowler gave the Holy Hour and cariied the BlessedSacrametin
processon.

Many Priests sad Mass at St Paul's during the 1950 Holy Year, either on their way to
Rome or on the way back. On Augustlg Bishgp Cowdepy togeterwith Caron Boganand
Father Careywere in Dover. Bishop Cowderoysad Mass at the High Altar on Tuesday,
Augug 2nd, and left for the Continent on the same day. On Saurday, October 21st the Most
Rev Dr Michad Browne, Bishop of Galway called, accompanied by Caron Glynn, Parish
Priest of St Joseph'sn Galway. They said Massthe next day and both expressedtheir
pleagsire at the beauy of our Churchandits spotlesscleanliness

On 1950 Sepgembe 25th, the Feast of the Consecation of St Paul'sChurch, Father
Fahey sangMass at 10.0 a.m. The Comnon of the Masswas sung by schoadlchildren from St
Ursdas and St Pad's and the ceremoines were cariied out by menbers of the Junor
Sancualy Guild. In the evening SdemnBenedction was given by Father Michael Breslin of
St Leonardsassistedy Father FowlerandFatherHogg.

On All Sains Day, Novemberlst Fathe Fahe sang the Massat 100 am. At 7 p.m.
Soler Seconl Vespes of the Feastwere sungfollowed by Vespes of the Dead

On Sunday, 1950 Novembe 12th by permissia of the Bishop a Solemn Requien
Masswas sung at 11 a.m by Father KearneyC.S.$. for the Dead of the two GreatWars



The Absolution was given at the catafalque and after Massthe Dead March in Saul was
playedon the organ

In 1953 November the Diocesepurchaseda plot of land at Rocsevédt Road on the
Bucklard Edate for £1,34. (The Buckland Edate was a major post-War housing
development marking the further expansian of Dover into the surraunding countryside)

Father Fahey publisheal a Year Book for 1953-54, which he had printed in Ramsgate
Masswascelebraédin St Paul's on Sundays at 8, 9, 10 and 11 a.m, and there was Vesgers
and Benedicion at 6.30 p.m. On Holy Days Masswas celelrated at 7, 8, 9 and 10 a.m and
there was an evening service at 7 p.m. Every weekday, Mass was celebratal at 7.30 a.m
(addtionally at10 am. on Thursdays) andtherewas an evenng sewvice at 7 p.m., anda Holy
Hour every Wednesdg at 6.30 p.m. Confessbns were head on Satudays from 12 to 1 p.m.
and6 to 8 p.m. The Parishwas also seving the Duke of York's Royal Military Schod and
Old Park Barracls, Whitfield, where Mass was celebrate in the NAAFI at 9 a.m every
Sundyy.

During the 1950s the Passion was sung in Latin on Good Friday by Father Fahey,
Father Saimon and Father Vincent Murphy. On Holy Thursday the Knights of St Columba
had their feet washed. The Church Bell was rung before Masses (usually by Len Cook or
Ralph Coyne).

The Recemptorist Fathers preachd a misson in the Pari from 1955March 20th -
April 3rd. In the early fifties St Ursulds Schod had abou 256 pupils and the numbes
contnued to increase By 1955the Sisters had decided to purchag 55, Pak Avenue asextra
accanmodationfor their 285 pupils.

The shift in population outwards from Dover continued with the devebpmernt of the
Bucklard Estate in the 1950s During 1957 Masswas celebrated on Sundays for a while in
the Wheelwright Arms pub on the Estate but this was som discontinued

There was a Parig pilgrimage to Lourdes in the Springof 1958 at Ascensionide.

The year 1957 marked the beginning of the Space Age and the dawning of an era of
rapd andsophisticated technological advancemehandchange. St Paul's Parish was about to
embark on its own period of agonishing change and development:bigge than anything
compaable in the past Father Fahey left Dover in the auturm of 1958 and his succesor
took officeasParis Priest.



6: Restoration, Expansion and Vatican Il

Father Tererce Edmurd Tanne arrived in Dover on 1958 November 9th asthe new
Parish Prieg of St Paul's. Born in 1916, as a young man he had double pneumania and
tubercubsgs in both lungs and it was only with a special dispenstion from Archbishop
Amigo that he had been able to study for the Priesth@d. Part of his studies were carried out
in Switzerlard (he sometime referred to "my Swissprofessors")and he was one of the last
peopk out of Frane before Dunkirk in 1940. Ordained in 1941, he was curate for many
years in Puiney with CanonPritchard He was Parish Priestat Hindhead from 1954-58 and
was something of a specialst in church desgn and decoiation, undertaking the completion of
the church at Hindhead Hisintereg in the arts was exemplfied by his beautiful handwriing
andhe wasdeepy versedin Jungianpsychology. He hadagreda love for Our Lady.

Immediatey upon his arrivd in Dover Father Tannerfound it obvious tha both St
Paul'sChurc and the Predytery at 102 Maisa Dieu Road were in urgent neeal of repair.
He contacted Mr Arnold Keen of Messs Stanky Hicks & Son and askedthem to insped the
propeties. Thereport on St Paul's was received on November 28th, andstill he had not been
one month in Dover! On 199 April 9th Bishop Cowderoy agreed to the acceptane of
tencers, with the contract for the work being awarded to R.J. Barwick & Son On 1959 May
18th Father Tanne reportal to the Bishop tha the tabernaat lock had been broken by a
visiting pries 5 or 6 yeas previoudy. Since then it had been possibé to open the tabernac
with a penknife, screw driver or piece of strong wire. Everyloca locksmith had been invited
by Father Tanner to examire it, but noneof them could help. A new tabernaat was cleaty
required and the surroundirg masony would alsoneeal replacement

Work on the restordion of St Paul's started on 195 June 1st the ningy secad
anniversay of the starting of the original building. The Blesed Sacramenwas removed
from the church and the building closed during the week. The workmen took over,
floorboardswere taken up and treaed for dry rot. The old gas radiators and pipes were
removeal and oil fired heatirg instaled (this being far more economicéto run at that time).
The church wasrewired and a solid oak door to the Sacristyinstalled. When the Sarctuary
floor was exposed,becauseof the extensive dry rot, the foundation of the High Altar was
found to be built on piers which were in a very dilapidatd state. At tha time the whole
Sanctuarywas up two stefs from the floor of the church and the High Altar itself up a further
three stepsfrom that. Father Tanrer's plans involved the Altar being awhole 2 ft lower, up
three steps from a Sanctuay at a lower level. Consequently, the altar hadto be dismantied
and Father Tamer wrote "it seemedreasonabé to remove the reredes, which was only
plaste and badly damagedandto constuct a new English Altar out of the remnants of the
previows altar”. The old Puwin altar was referred to in bodks on church architecture as a
beautifu examgde of its type and quite a few paishioners were not please by this move.
This old altar was construceéd of brick with a 2 in. facing of Caen stone and a plaster
moulding. Aswe have seen it was impossible to preseve the reredcs, but the altar from the
mensa down was carefdly denolished and reconstucted despie the increase cog of doing
this comparel to just buying a new altar, as FatherTanne wrote "for sentimendél reasons".
The new tabernaat was bought from Hayes & Finch. Bishop Cowderoydesgnated Caron
de LaubenquePaish Priestof Canterbuy, to reconserate this altar on his behaf in 1960.
During all thiswork a4 ft deep cavity was found unde the Sarctuary floor. This was fill ed
with hardcoe and cemen and surfaed with wood blocks. For the first time it was now
possble to accommodag the Sanctary Guild in the Sarctuary and increag the seding
capaciy in the church Barwicks replaced 1,000 slates on the roof and criticised the



"previous unskilled labou used". They found oneroof trusstwisted and patt of the roof out
of position due to blag damagein the War. The outsice elevations of the church were
regored in Kentish Rag Store (the same as the original stonework) usng stone from the
same quaries which suppied the original. On 1959 Decembe 18th Bishop Cowderoy
approvedthe designof a new statueof St Joseph for the church carved by Mr Forsyth (a
local craftsman) from a lime tree which had been blown down in Kearsney Abbey. On
Octobe 29th of that year the Bishop approve the desgn of the new eastwindow of St
Paul's;the picture of St Paul in stained glasswith the inscription: "Faith, Hope and Charity.
The Greaest of thee is Chaity". The Solemn High Mass of Thanksgivng for the
Regoration of St Paul's took place on Sunday1960 February 28th at 11 am. The Te Deum
wassurg, followed by the Mass of Quinquagesna Sundg with Pangyric. The music used
wasthe Mass of St Brigid (Seymour) and the mote was Ave Maria (Gounod). The hymn All
peopk that on Earth do dwell was sung and at the end of Mass God Save the Queen
followedby Handels Hallelujah Chorus.

Father Tanne was adive in those days in acquiring a new presbyteryfor the Paiish.
This was necessitatel by the now sub-stancard living condtions in 102, Maison Dieu Road
and the increa® in the numbe of priess residen in the Parish A letter from Canon
Callanan on 1960 March 17th speaks of the long term policy being to acquie 101, Maison
Dieu Road denvlish both 101 and 102 and build a new presbytery on the site, suggesting
that afinancal "carrot' be offered to the owner of 101 in orde to get this moving. Formerly
known as 'The Cedas, 109, Maison Dieu Road cane on the markd and Father Tamer
completa the purchag of this asthe new preslytery on 1960 July 25th for £5249-0-7.
Barwicks did a further £3,441 worth of work on the property to modernise it befare the clergy
were readyto movein. Shortly before the planned date of the move Father Tamer became
very ill with jaundice However,he madce a goad recovery and the move went ahea as
planned Turnpennys wereawadedthe contrad for the removal andthe supply of some new
carpets furniture and furnishings at acog of £25513-6. The move took placein 1960 early
October shatly after Father Kenneth McCarthy took up resdence in the Paish on
Septemler 27th. Father Tamer was on holiday from Septembe29th until October19th and
when he returned Dover was again a four priest Paish. The old presbytey remaine Parsh
propeaty and was used partly for storage and partly by the senior class of St Pauls Primary
Sdool.

The group of men from Barwicks who had been primarily responsibé for the
restoration of St Pauls, wert straigh to the site ownedby the Parishat Roosevel Roadon the
Bucklard Estate, and beganwork on the corstruction of a new church. Thesemen were
hard-picked by Father Tanrer for their craftsmen skills and the same team did mog of his
work for him.

In 199 Father Tanne establishd that there were 550 Catholics living on the
Buckland Estate but that only 80 of these attendel Mass andthatthere was urgen neel for a
chuch in the area The Churd of Our Lady of Dover was completed in time for Bishop
Cowderoy to open it on 1960 Novembe 11th, the feag of St Martin of Tours, Paron of
Dover. The dedication was to commemorag the origind dedicaion in Dover of the
Archcliffe Chapé to Our Lady of Pity, subseqerntly continued in the dedicaion of the
Snargaé Street Church. Bishop Cowderoy sangthe Pontificd High Mass at 7 p.m. and
referred in his preaching to "Mary, Mother of God and Mother of Dover" and to the
desecation and sacileges of the Reformation.

The Church of Our Lady of Dover was designed by F.G. Broadbert F.R.I.B.A. and



built by Messs R.J Barwick & Sons. Father Tamer was particularly pleasel with the
Baptistry. He wrote that it was comrectto go down into a Baptistry as this symbolised going
down into the River Jordan The font was macke of Portland Store by JosephCribb. The
floor was of green mosaic and ceramic tiles symbolising water, and the walls were blue,
symbolising Our Lady. He tells us that "in olden days baptisties were often called 'Our
Lady's Womb". It was dedgnedto be a repica of the baptistries at Hindheal and Putnsy.
Father Tanne incaporated some Hopton Wood Store in every building he had been
associated with. Itis, as he said, sometime called English Granite. The Holy Water Stoups
at Bucklard were made from it at a time whenit wasbecomng very rare indeed Bucklard
is very much the daughter church of St Pad's: the finial cross over the entranceis an exad
replica of that at St Paul's. A specia feature incorporatel in the building wasa quiet room
with a large soundproof glass pand overlooking the Sanduary. This was designe for
parens with young children and Father Tanne hoped to instal a playpen there. The nave
seat 252 and there are another 100 conceald seats. The choir loft seats24 and the quiet
room seatsandher 24. The trarsept was planned to be evenually incorpoated into the
chuch and would sed 56. Under flagstone heating was installed by Smye-Rumsby Ltd.
John Trinick designed and Harold Luxford mace two stainal glass windows (Father Tanner
wrote "shade of St Paul's"). Both carry the symbol of a rose the sign of perfection and
therdore of God. This is designed to try and convey St Augustne'sidea of God as"Always
adive but always atrest’; sothey are wheelwindows. The wed window conveys the idea of
flames Faher Tamer pointed out thatfrom primitive timesfire hasbeenthe symbad of God
The eas window, above the altar, is dedicatel to the Immaculate Heat of Mary and the wed
window, above the entrance door, to the Sacrel Heat of Jesus The Pieta was carved by Mr
RobertForsyth. Fathe Tannerhad tried without succes to discove detaik of the Pietain the
pre-Refarmaiton shiine of Our Lady of Pity at Archcliffe.

Immediatey Our Lady of Dover openedthe Mass attendan@ was 200. Mass was
celebrated at 8.30 and 11 a.m on Sundays, 10 am. on Wedneglays, 8 a.m. on Fridays and
Saurdays and at 8 a.m and8 p.m. on Holydays. There was Catechism on Surdaysat 3.15
p.m. and Benediction at4 p.m. Confessons werehead on Satudays from 11.30am. - 1230
p.m. and 5.30 - 6.30 p.m, andon Eves of Holydays from 7.30 - 8 p.m. Weekdy Massand
Rosary were very well attenaged FatherTanner wrote: "Buckland Church hasbroughtmore
souk back to God.. than could havebeen hoped for had all the clergy spert the lasttwo years
in non-stop visiting. As onepersan who wrote to me after the ceremory put it: "Buckland as
splendd asit is, will be increasingy beautfied by the souk which through its building will
be won backto God". We teach andare taugtt that Gods Presene is irresistible that "if | be
lifted up I will draw all men to myself” but we often ad as thougheverything depended on
us.. ard all too oftenwe take the credt when all honourand glory is truly His".

A specid poem Our Lady of Dover, first appeard in & Paul's Courier, the Parish
Magazine at this time, to markthe openirg of the newchurch, and it is worth quoting here



Throudh Englard did Our Lady pass,
Her San claspel to her breas

Her mantle lightly touchel the gras,

The stones her fed caressed

Throudch wood andfield, downleafy lane
to shrines oncefair to see.

"Lo! here and here | once did reign

Now, noneremember me!"

Through dusty streets,in busy town
Brushedby the hurryingthrong.

Mid noise and clamour, up anddown
Unseenshepassd along.

And oft where onceher shrine had been
Shepausedtho none might see

"Here too,was | acknowledgedQueen
Yet none remember me!”

Our Lady came to the tossng sea
wherewhite cliffs guad the shore
"Even here was onceashrineto me
Now, men come here no more!"
Her Infant gave atiny cry

She looked to seeHis will

And lo! againstthe cloudy sky

Her church, onawindy hill!

Then joyful, up the hill she pressd

(The wind played with her gown)

And there, her Child claspé@ to her breas
Our Lady sat her down.

St Paul's Courier was pulished regularly on the first Sundy of eadc month from
abou 1957 until the ealy 1960Gs. It contained many diverse contributions and seemedto
indicate an active Paiish. To give us a 'flavour' of those times | would quote one letter to the
editor.

"Dea Sir, Can anyonetell me an easy way of learning hymns? It is 8 yearssincel
was receival into the Church and.. you are alde to burst into song without the aid of a hymn
book... Having attende several missions | am now quick to recagnise 'Faith of Our Fathes
andam able to join in with gusto. | fed thisis slow progres, but | am assuredy a fellow
convet that if | add 'Saul of My Saviour to my repertoire, | shall be well equppead for mos
occasons. It waswith bated breath that | awaited the return of my dawghter from her first
day at a Catholic School. Did you sing hymns in Assembly, | asked. "Oh yes' she replied
"Y ou all have hymn books, | supp®@e?' "Oh no - everone just stands thereand sings”. After
this, | retire defeatead to await the discovery by saentistsof sonme extra chromosoméoy which
the words of the Westminste Hymnd are passe intactto Catholic children..”

This amusing letter was signed 'CONVERT" in fact, a lot of items in the Courig
seem to havebeensigned in this manner, or by initials. In St Pauls atthis time hymnals were
in use and hymn numbes displayed. Pehaps the letter was intended totally as a joke...l



digress.

Much had areadybee achieved The Usuine Sistersdecided during 1959 that due
to their continued expanson they would needto build a new school on the site of their
kitchen garden,nea the temis coutsin Cagle Avenue The Diocesan Education Committee
was initially opposedto this, fearing that it would be detrimentd to the future St Edmurd's
SecondarySchod. Barwicks won the contrad to build the schod and the fourdation stone
was laid by Father Tanne on 1960 June22nd. in the preserte of the Mayor, Town Clerk,
Architect, Builder, priests nuns,parents friendsand pupils. On Septenber 21st the senior
pupils movel into the building and onthe next day it was blessal by Fathe Salmon

All thee achievemers speakfor thenselves, but building programmes haveto be
paid for. What were the parsh finanes like? Early in the construction progranme Faher
Tanne announcd that £183 was needel to run the parish, but the income was only £150 per
week. In 1960 Decanber he wrote: "It is always a dif ficult subject to mention the Christmas
Offering. This, as you know, is your persond gift to your priess and is divided equally
among them. Unless a priest has private mears he depend largely on his Christma and
Easter Offerings for the money to buy his clothes, toothpase, etc. A pried is not pad a
salay. He usually gets somewhere between £175 and £200 a year and well over half of what
he getsin a year comesfrom the gifts of his parishonersat Christmas and Easte. | have
never in my life macde public referertes to this delicate subjed¢ and | do so now for two
reasons becatse | know how muah the priess of this parish deperd on these Offeringsand
becaus | know how smal thes Offerings are". A few months later, in 1961, hewrote "Be a
little restained in your criticism. Remember Our Lord said, "Where your treasure is, thereis
your heart also". Offertoriesare a baromete for measuiing the spiritud heakh of a parish.
No one who loves God hasto be reminded of his duty to give. Instinctively, sportaneusly,
he gives...and all is well. It is peode who do not love God enoudh who have to be
continualy remindeal of their obligation - ard it is an obligation and somehing of a bind
becaus they do not want to doit". Thefact tha the Paris Prieg felt the needto write in this
way showsthe enormity of the probem which the parish faced at thistime. Dover has never
been a wealthy area, but it wasfelt that pethapsnot everyae was "pulling their weight'.
Specid measires were cdled for. On 1961 October 27th the former church in Snargde
Stre¢ wassold for £1,304-6-11. The land which the parish owned at Union Road had been
nedected Most peofde had forgotentha it existed! The 12 year covenanton the land had
expired in 1957 with no action taken and the Corporation wanted to purchase the land bad.
The Town Clerk at the time, Janes A. Jomson, was a peronal friend of Father Tanner.
Father Tanne& was able to negotiat an increaed price from the Corporation, who eventually
paid £450 for the return of the land which was actually worth abou £3,00 at tha time. The
Bishopgave permisson for the sale on 19& July 4th. Father Tanne mertioned to Caron
Callanan at Bishops House that no recads existed in Dover aboutthese matters when he
came

Between 1940 and the sake of the property in 1961, the Corry family lived in the flat
at Smargat Stred after the deah of FatherGifkins. It isthought tha Father Leakeingalled
them as cardakers and that possiby some rent was paid. There were no written recads and
everything seens to havebeen done by verbd agreement The building is currently in the
hands of a Catholc family, being the headquarte's of Smye-Rumsly Ltd.

Also, in 1960 a sum of £1,300 was receivedin compensaon for war damae to St
Paul'sChuch. All this helped to alleviate the situation, but the parnish still had a crippling
debt: by 1963 Juy 14th this hadreache £83000.



Latein 1960 there was daily Rosaryin both St Pauls and Our Lady of Dover. The 9
am. Sunday Mass becane a Dialoge Mass at St Paul's and was specfically intended for
children. St Ursulas nuns were respansible for looking after the linen at both churche and
actually made agred ded of it. The Altar Sociey looked after the altar at St Pauls, with the
Parish Priestwriting: "We probaby spend more on furnishings and upkeep (silver, linen,
laundy, eto than any comparabé altar anywhere We make no apology for extravagarce.
Thisisthe most saced spot to us andit mug be beauifully clean delicately appointed” The
Altar Sockety contributed £20-15-0 during 1960 and a quarerly Masswas offered for their
intentions. Christmas Eve Confesions at St Pauls during 1960 were head from 12- 1 p.m,
2-3,4-5and 6 -7 p.m. and were well attended. During Lent in 1961 there was the normal
Rosaryevery evening of the week (except Sundays) at 6 p.m. at both St Pauls and Our Lady
of Dover, plus addiionally Mass wascelebrated in St Pau's every weekday evening at7 p.m.
There was an encouraging Massattendarce with an avetage of 200 Holy Communiors every
day in the parish during Lent that yea.

Some work was donre to St Paulsin 1961. The north (side) door of the churd was
cut on the site of a confessional This meant that only one confessiona remaineal in the
church so Father Tamer increaseal the hours during which Confessons were head ead
Saurdayto 11 am.- 1 p.m. and 2 - 8 p.m. At that time Catholic papes werestill avaiable at
the church: 67 copies of the Universe and 17 of the Catholic Herald were regularly sold.
When the person responsiké for selling these retired from the postthat year Father Tanrer
askel peope to place orderswith their newsagerst for these papers instead Finances
continued to be very tight and there was great coneem when the weekly Offertory collection
fell to only £53. A retiring collecion was introduced atall Sunday Masses, partly for Lenten
Alms, partly for Bishop's Collections and the remainder for the parish debt

Useof the organ is prohibitedin the Lenten liturgy and opportunty was taken in 1961
to haveit overhauled Normally this needsto be doneevely 20 years, but this wasafter an
interval of only 10 years. It was felt that dust had got into the instument during the
restoratim work and, in view of this, Barwicks agreed to pay two thirds of the £130 bill for
the work. All the clergy were "spending a lot of time on parish visiting". The town was
divided into ares and each area assigned to a pries to make a monthly visit to all
parshionersin the area.

During 1961 April Faher Tanner planned a seies of talks for non-Catholics which
actualy started on July 3rd and were very successful Parishioners were invited to come and
sit ard rea in the garden of the old preshytery after visiting the churdch in the week if they
wished. Dover Borstd boystook par in the washing of the feet at the Missain Cera Domini
on Holy Thursday.

In July of that yearthe archives shav Faher Tamerwriting: "l hopethatit is only my
imagination but it seens to me tha there is more talking in the churc before and after
services than there used to be...aml may | mention tha women (except widows at their
second Nuptial Mass) should never wear gloves when receiving arny of the sacaments.
Otherwise you are well-behaved and | like you".

In a newdetter in 1961 August it wasreportel "We haveamorg our Church plate a
Silver Chdice dated 1788"and anyinformation asto its origins wasrequested As far as |
can tell, none was forthcoming

Work on the congruction of St Edmund’'sSecondaryModern Schod wasin progress



at this time and the school was openedon 1962 May 2nd. The schoolwas built on land
which had been ownedby the parishfor a good few yeas and had originally been Clarke's
Nursery. This land off Old Charlton Road was originally intended for a new primary
schoo| but, aswe shal see tha did not prove necesaly.

Plans for a new Catholic Church at Aycliffe were drawn up in 1961 February and
revised in May, July, August Septembey October and November of that yea. They were
then rejected by Bishop Cowderoy and hence further revisedin 1962 January, Februaryand
May. The Bishop finally approved them in a discussio with Father Tanneron Tuesdy 1962
May 2%h. Father Tanne recoded in his notes "The Bishop has more faith than I. His
anxiety is not the presert cod but "that it can be easilyextende in a few years time™. A
suitable site was found to the south of Old Folkesbne Road on the landwvard erd of
Shakespeae Cliff andthe land was purchasd from Dover Corporaton for £1,200. This was
0.406 acresof grasslandincluding a strip of land overlookel by the Corporation17 ft x 20 ft,
which they subsequenty gave free of charge to the parish Again, the archtect was F.G.
Broadbent& Partnes and the builders R.J. Barwick & SonsLtd. The church wasbuild to a
thenmodem design with a seating capaciy of 120. The exteror roof came almost to grourd
level and consistel of Ceda Shingle. The interor rafters were of DouglasFir and the floor
and bencles of English Oak. The Blessel Sacramen was reserved in the Aumbry for
securty reasons.The altar was moveable and macke of wood. It was originally planned that
the altar could be screend off and the churdh usel for sccial functions. The basmert of the
building conssted of meeting rooms The find cog of the construction was £18,049-17-11.

Parish visitation had revealedthe presere of 120 Catholics on the Aycliff e Edate
(built in the 1950s as a further expansia of Dover), 80 of themunde 12 yearsold in 1963.
Therewas a very strongcommunty spirit amorg the young families who used the church and
specal pemission was given for Mass to be celebratedfacing the people

The Churdh was dedicated to St Martin of Tours in continuane of the tradition of the
dedicdion of St Martin-le-Grand Dover Priory andthe Snarga¢ Streed Church The Blessng
of the Church took place onthetitle feas 1963 Novembe 11th at 7 p.m. and the first Mass
was celebratd by Father Tanne on behdf of Bishop Cowderogy who wasin Rome at the
Seoond Vatican Coundl. The Bishop had given Faher Tanne verbd permisson to do this
and when he queried if this wasgood enough Mgr Chales Henderson replied that this wasso
and that the 1951 edition of the Roman Ritud should be used Masswas celebrated every
evening during the first weekthat the church was open so tha Dover parishionerscould be
shown the building.

In aletter to Mgr Henderson on 1964 Januay 21st Father Tannea wrote: "...just over
100 Catholics (all young families) living on the Aycliffe Estae and before the church was
opened lessthan 18 of thes cane to Mass on aSunday. | have put in alot of visiting there
ove the yeas and now there are about 60 peopk using the churd on a Sundg. In the last
few months| have convalidated 4 or 5 marriages there are 4 men unde instruction, and
abou 10 children are waiting to be Baptised". The parent indsted that their children be
baptised at Aycliffe. Mgr Hendersm wrote badk on Jaruary 23rd sayng that the Bishop
willingly grantedpermssian for the baptismof infantsand adults and the recondliation of
converts at Aycliffe. Specid regsters mud be kept at the church On 1964 March 19th
Father Tanne agan wrote "I now say Mass facing the pele at Aycliffe”. The Bishop did
not see the church until his parish visitation on 1964 April 19th. The KCC Child Welfare
Clinic usedthe hdl under the churchduring 1964 paying rent to the parish



Following the demie of & Paul's Courier, Fathe Tannerstill felt the need for a
written form of communication with parnishiones and introduced newslettess in the form of
paochial lettels from himself. In one of thes in 1963 May he compkins about peode
arriving late for andleaving early from Mass. He said tha abou 12 peode were presenm at
weekdy morning Masses of whom 4 were over 70 and andher 4 over 60! Father Elliott
wantedto start somethirg in the parish egecially for youngpeople

During 1963 the Corpus Christi processionwas held in the grounds of St Edmunds
School. Sister Vincent who had been heal teache of St Pau's School for numeros years
before retirement and was parish organistfor many years, died in 1963 in her "home" -
Dover.

On 1964 February 16th the Bishop decided to create Buckland as a sepaate parish,
samething which he had first proposé in 1962 August This relieved St Pauls of abou
£25,0® - £30,0® of delt and made the work of restoring the reg of St Pauls possibe much
sooner Therevised parih bourdaries of St Pauls were from the EasternArm of the Harbour
over Caste Hill, throughMayfield Avenue, Cherry Tree Avenue up Bunkers Hill to Bushy
Ruff, Alkham, Houghan andback to the coas just shortof Capelle-Ferne Buckland Paish
would comprise the town north of Mayfield Avenue,Cherly Tree Avenueand Bunkers Hill:
the villages of River, Kearsng, Templke Ewel, Lydden Whitfield, Gusta, Eag and West
Langdon, St Margares Bay and the Army Chaplaincy. Father William O'Riorden was
appointed as the first Paish Priest of Buckland. He was helped by a Camdite Faher
resdert at St Margards. Father Tamer and Father McCarthy remainel at St Paul's, assisted
by Father Felix Watts O.P.. Father Merron and Father O'Connor moved to other
appointments In a letter dated 1964 March 23rd Father Tanne wrote to Mgr Strand at
BishopsHouse abou the new parish boundaries, saying: "The building of a church at St
MargaretsBay cannot be delayed mary yeass longer. A site for a church should, in fact, be
acquira in the very nea future". This doesnot seem to havebeenpursuel any further.

BishopCowderoy gave his approva for the competion of the redoration of St Pauls
on 1964 June 28th, the work starting later tha summer. The wooden floor was taken up and
the cavity bereath it filled, the presen store pavingfloor being laid on top. Father Tamer
and Father McCarthy togethe with Mr Webb and Mr Davis of R.J. Barwick & Son spert
mary hours desiqiing the new pews Sorbo rubber, 3/4 in. thick was provided on the
kneelers The pews cos £3-10-0 per foot run and it was calculated that it cost £7 to sea one
person! The standing radiatas were moved against the walls and side pews were eliminated,
leaving the side aisles clear. The plan was to seat a minimum of 240. Fathe Tamer thought
that he might provide chair kneekrs in the side aisles in due course. The existing
confessonals were known not to be sound-proof enoughand new ones werebuilt on the site
of St Josepls Altar nextto the doorto the Sacristy. St Josepls Altar was moved to the site
of aformer confession&on the sauth side of the church Father Tannerwasof the opinion
that the old location nea the Sacristywas not good enoughfor a devotiond shrine and sad
that priess saying Mass there in the sunmer were disturbed by the flow to the Sacisty
(concdebration had not been reintroduced at that time and it was sometimesthe cas tha
more than one Mass was celebrated in the church at the same time). The new confessbnds
were fitted with special sound-proof tiles and the adacen Sactisty door kept locked during
confesson times A small occasioral confessonal was installed at the back of the church
near the spral staircase to the gdlery, for useduring weddings. The Altar step of Our Lady's
Altar wasexterded to bring it in line with the previously extended Sanctuary. A suggestion
that the reredos to the Lady Altar be gilded and panted was felt to be improbabe in the
immediae future and did not get caried out The pulpit was removel asit had blocked the



view of the Sarctuary for mary peopk and the pries would in future pread from the
Sanctuary. The cost of this work was abou £5,500, with the churd remainirg in use on
Sundays only while the work took place.

Father Tanne receivedpermissim from the Bishop to bless the chgpel at Dover
Borstal during 1964 Septenber.

On Surday 1964 November 8th a specid threepatt Afternoon Servie was held in St
Paul'sin the presene of David Ennals M.P., Alderman E.A. Bushdl M.B.E., the Mayor,
Councl Members the Principal Officers of the Corporation and their guests. The organist
and choir maste in those days wasJohn Howlett (a nonCatholic). The service ended with
Latin Berediction.

Father Tanner's Prayer for the People of Dover (1964)

Lord Jesis Christ bless all who dwell in this Borough of Dover. Init may al things
prosper; may nothing disturb it; maycharity abound in it, may all be ever well with it. Let no
evil spirit draw nea, but send us a good angel from heaven to watch over us. May his
coming put new heat in us may heprote¢ usand be with us to deferd us from all harm

Tead us to hold your name in honour give your blessingto all we do and say.

Sandify us you who are holy and so good to us, who live with the Father andthe Holy Ghost
for ever. Amen.

Litany of Dover Sants

Christ havemercy Christ havemercy
Holy Trinity oneGod Have mercyonus
Holy Mary Prayfor us

Sant Pete Prayfor us

Sant Pau Prayfor us

Sant Andrew Prayfor us

Sant Jame Prayfor us

Sairt Batholomew Prayfor us

Saint Martin Prayfor us

Sant Nicholas Prayfor us

Sairt Richard of Chichester Prayfor us

Saint Thomasde laHaleof Dover  Prayfor us

Saint Radgund Prayfor us
Lambof God, who takesaway

the sins of the world Grant uspeae (FaherTanner,1964)

From 1965 Jure 23rd - July 3rd a loca history exhibition was stagedin the Town
Hall. Entitled "Dover Pag & Present - An Exhibition of Locd Histowy", it was arrangel by
the Dover Corporation Libray and MuseumCommittee Father Tamer provided a specid
stard and display: The Church in Dove. St Paul'swas the only Church in the town to
provide suc adisplay. Explanatoy literature wasavailable free from the disgay stand.

At a paish meeing on 1965 March 1st finandal tables were provided which clealy



showedthat the parish needed anincome of £260perweek to break even. The actud income
at this time was£171 per week. A Mass attendane@ of 850 (of whom it was egimatd 450
wereregular wage eamers with anaverage incomeof £15 per week) paid only £40-7-3 in two
collections on February 21sttha year. People seemedo be giving, on aveiage, 1% of their
income It was statel that plannel giving would result in offerings of 10/~ perweek from an
avaage wage eaner, but Father Tannerwas always opposé to plannal giving. St Martin's at
Aycliffe were giving £10 pe week at this time. In 1966 Sepember the Paish Committee
agreed to visit parishionersin ther homes and seektheir views on matters but it is not
known whether this actually happened Father Tannerpublished a"Paochid Examiration of
Consciencé which was an amusng document with a seriots message. It endedwith the
words"| rathe exped some of you will hit back and that this week severd Examinations of
Congience for Parsh Priegs will be droppel into our letter box. That would only be fair...
but remember we have been on retred this summerand our conscience are gill rathe
tender".

The Second Vatican Council had closad on 1965 December8th and thes yearssaw
the beginning of the liturgical charges inspired by the Courcil document Sacrosactum
Concilium. The vemacula was introduced into partsof the Mass in 1965. At St Paul'sin
those yearsthe High Mass was celebratd at 6.30 p.m. excepp on Paim Sundy ard
Remembrane Sunday, when it was transferrel to 11 a.m The atmospheg of hdiness at
those Surday eveningMasseswas a feature of Paish life. Sometima the Mass would be
cdebrated by Father McCartly, with his beautifd chantirg in Latin of the Ordinary of the
Mass and the Preface, while Faher Tanne preached the setmon. The Midnight Mass at
Christma 1965 had the laity singing the Missa de Angelis (Mass VIII) and endedwith
AdesteFideles - somehing of a parish tradition.



7: Pog Vatican Il Developments

In 1966 Januay Massattendineg at St Paul'sChurdh was 700 to 750 on a Surday.
The paiish was well representd on the Borough Councl and Cathdics were running the
Saw the Children Fund, the Ladies Lifeboa Asscriation, the St Martin's Club for the
Physcally Handicgped the Arc Old Peoples Club and the Dover Old Peopk's Welfare
Centre. They were prominentin Internatond Aid for Children, the Leagueof Friends of
Dover Hospitak, the Lifeguard andthe Rotarians. The relationship with other churches was
excellent, both amorg the clergy and the laity. The Anglican Rurd Dean thought that the
ecumencihsituation in Dover was "as good as anywhereand far bette than in most places”
By the end of 1966 it wasexpected that the parish delt would be well bdow £20,000 ard
Father Tamer expecte the debtto be cleared by 1971. He thought that the proportion of
practsing Cathdlics in the Paiish was dlightly higher thanthe national avelage. The convert
rate was good the parish heade the lists publishedat the beginning of 1965 for the parishes
in the Souh of England and some of them were 4 or 5 times the size of Dover. Only three
out of everyfive aduts received Holy Communion weekly and the atendane at weekday
services was"terribl€’. This may have been more due to the times of Mass than the attitude
of the people and may have bee a factar resuling in the introducion of more weekdy
evening Massesn the parish During Lent 1966 a two-pulpit discusson was hdd in the
chuch every Monday evening between Father John Pledge (one time professa of
Philosophy and Apologeics at the Seniad Seminay at Wonersh)and Father Tanner Non-
Catholics wereinvited

St Patrick's Day 1966 saw a Social Evert to finance a window of Irish Saintsin St
Pauls, asembled from Irish Sants already in differert windows The cog of re-leading and
re-assemblywas£75.

The Holy Week Liturgies which had been restared in 1950s by Pope Pius XII were
partialy in the vernacdar in 1966. The Easter Vigil started at 10.45 p.m. with a fire in a
brazier outside the north side of the churdh (on the former car park), all the seven readings
were used Massstarted at midnight and enced at 1.30 a.m on Easte Sunday. To promote
lay paricipaion (a'new conceptthen), Father Tanner remindel everyoneof the Greek origin
of the word 'liturgy' - from leitosergon - 'acion of the peode.

FatherMcCarthy left in 1966 May andwas replacel by Fathe Hubet McCauley.

By 1966 Jure the increasingcostof running an independetscdool wasbecomirg a
seriots financial burden to the Ursuline Sisters Critical dedsions were taken. For mary
years St Paul's Primary Schoolbuildings behindthe church had been officially descrbed as
"a disgrace", "appalling” and cordemned. It had been planna to erect a new building on
land to the north eastof St Edmund$ Secandary Schod. However, the Ursuline Sisters
decidal to close St Ursulds Schod and,in a very generousmove, offered their building to
the Dioce® for a new primary school. The Divisiond Educatio Officer was of the opinion
that the building would "certainly make the fines primary schod in the county and probaby
the fined in the country”. The Ursulines hoped, after the offer was accepted by the Diocese
that the Sisters of Charity would run the school with them as a team and tha Sister
Philomera would reman as heal teacher. Everyone was amazel that the teaching staff at St
Pau's School had continuel to achieve suchexceller resuls in suchbad working conditions.
Despite the hopesof the Ursulines the Sigers of Charity viewed maters differently and
Sister Philomera and Sister Bernadet® both resignedfrom the teaching staf of St Pau's



School in 1967 July. Thesdool transferedto its newlocaton in CastleAverue tha autumn
and a new hea teacher from the Ursuine orde, Sister Dympna,was appointed In 1968
January the Schod officially becane St Richards Primary School, with capecity for 320
children. The Sistersof Chaity were teaching at St Edmund's Schoolin 1968, and also
continued their work of parish visiting, egecially of the sick and housebound. Many will

recdl the sight of one of the Sisters travdling around the town on a mopeal at that time.
Others did their visiting walking andtravelling by bus. Only in the 1970s did it becone the
normfor the Community to own acatr.

When the old liturgical calendar was in use (prior to 1969) a separag feast of St Paul
usal to be kept on June30th and this was the Parigh titular feast (In the reviseal calendar this
is now kept on June 29th, the Solemrmity of Sants Pete and Pau). In 1966 Father Tamer
tranderred the feast of St Pau to the following Sunday,July 3rd, for the conveniene of
paishioners and a specid paish Mass was celebrated at 6.30 p.m. Father Pete Griffin,
Praes®r of Scripture at St Johris Seminary Wonersh and one of the grea English
auhorities on St Pau, cane to preach Father Tanne wrote a few weels later. "l do not
think there are mary more devout congegationsthan ours | personaly draw great comfort
andencourgementfrom it".

Finane continued to be a seriaus prodemin the Parishand no contributiors hadbeen
made to the Diocesan central fund since Faher Tamer had arrived in 1958. By ealy 1967
the shortfall in income was £1,500 per annun and Father Tanne wrote "We are literally
living off our weekly offertory gift... andit simply cannot be done. The financil strain of
running the Parishthese last few monthshas been very great.. The Parid is very nea
barkruptcy".

Late in 1966 Father Tanne celebratel the Silver Jubiee of his Ordinaton to the
Priesthood He refusedto allow a collection to be takenfor this in the Paish, but invited
parishoners to a specid Votive Mass for the Forgiveness of Sins and askel them to praythat
the faults of the past25 years of his priesty life would beforgiven.

On 1967 Januay 25th at 7.30 p.m. a Massfor Christian Unity was celebratd in S
Paul'sin the presence of mentbers of the Church of England and the Free Churches. The
Church was packeal with over 500 people and extra seatng had to be provided On Sunday
April 23rd the Dover Orchestral Society gave a redtal in the church Earlier in the year, on
Januay 11th, a smallfire damagel Catholic literature in St Pauls and detectives were cdled
upon to investgatethis.

ArchbishopCowdermy made his Canonicé Vistation of the Paish on Monday 1967
June 26th, when he also administerad the Sagamentof Corfirmation at 7.30 p.m. The
Churchwas packedand FatherTanne late wrote: "The Archbishop wentaway feelingthat |
was not so wrong in saying that this is the best paiish in the Diocese". In his Visitation
Repat the Archbishoplater wrote

"This Paish seens to be very active andthere are some very good peoplewho are
anxious to play a partin the lay apostolate

"I camot undersand why the Confratenities of the BlessedSacramentand of the
Chrigian Doctrine are in abgyance Cana Law says they should exist in every parish where
possble.



"The Church is beautfully arranged and is very well kept The new pews and
confessiona are a gred improvemert and the new floor adds very much to the beauy of the
church''.

The debtwas then £928 on St Pauls ard £20,3590n Aycliffe Church. Aycliffe was
not in a postion to be able to reduce its own delt and on 1967 November 5th Father Tanne
wrote "We could get along quite nicely if we had not built a church at Aycliffe. We did
build it - and it was right - but now it hasto be pad for...". One of the popular ways of
raising moneyin those days wasthe Parish Foatball Pool (by the 1980s it was 200 Clubs!')
There seened to be a locd corsortium of thes congsting of four parishes but Buckland
withdrew at the beginning of 1968 (to join another one with bigge prizes!) and Aylesham
soon followed suit, leavsing only Ded and Dover. This was a further blow to the finarcial
situation.

At the end of 1967 October, the organist, Jom Howlet had to retire on docbr's
orders. Along with the gardenerand housskeeer, he had been pad a smal salaryby the
parish His place was taken by a young stucent of Mr Reginatl Adams (the then Borough
Organst). She was also organist to Father Pete Farmerat Cherton. There was sone
concen abou the state of the choir at thistime and an appealwas mace for new members
From 1967 Decembe 3rd the Canon of the Mass could be recited aloud in its vernacular
transldion as avalid option

A new presbyterywas built at Buckland during 1967.

The archivesshow that during 1967 NovembefrDecenber FatherTanne was engajed
in privately trying to sell a 16th centul hutch that he owned "My parishis terribly hard up,
and| amthinking of seling this hutdh, if it would reducesubstantially our paishdebt. As
far as| can tell, hewas not successful

One of the major liturgical event atthe start of 1968 took place on Januay 25th in St
Paul'swhen a conclebraed English Masswas offered for the reunion of Christendan and
members of congegationsand clergy of the other churche in the town were presen in the
packel church.

Thisyea of 1968 was to be avery specid onein the history of the Parsh and degite
the crippling financid difficulties, one of cdebration ard rejoicing. Therewas, however, a
'nearmiss when on February 23rd the church was found to be filled with smoke. The
firemen and police were called and the smdke was found to be comingthrough the ventilator
systemfrom the Boiler Hous atthe rea, and was causedy a defedive boiler. Thewindows
in the church were opered to clea the smokein time for a Requiem Mass onehour later.

Ealier in this work | referred to the consecratim of St Edmurd's Chapé by St
Richad in 1253 and its subgquert demis at the Reformaton. In the course of the centuries
buildings were congructed and recangructed to the north, south, eastand west of the Chapel.
At times they abuttel the Chapé itsef, which becane lost to view and forgotten When it
was first rediscoveral it was thought to be "St Jom the Baptist Church which before the
Reformation stood by the Maison Dieu”. The British Archaeolagicd Associaiton held a
congress in Dover during 1883 Augustand their honorarysecretary, Mr E.P. Loftus Broch
F.S.A.published his accountin 1884 of how the Rev Canon Smott-Robeatson hadreada pape
on the old churche of the town. Discussim had ensuedafterwards during which Edward
KnockerF.S.A. saidtha he had head of the existenceof some anciert masonry behind the



houses andshogs in Biggin Street not far from the Maison Dieu. Mr Loftus Broch suwveyed
the spot before leaving Dover and found "a small building all but perfect’. Somealterations
and adaptations had been madeto the original structure. A blacksmth was using the eas
end Doors had been broken through the walls and fireplaces inserted togethe with a
dividing wall. In his paper he wrote: "The postion mug have been a conspicuous one,
standing at the entry of the town, at its northem or principa approachand close under, and
outside the bounday-wall of the grea Priory of St Martin's, which was on the opposte side
of Priory Road The details of the simple architecture show clearly that the date is to the erd
of the 12th certury or the beginning of the 13th..." The Rev T.S. Frampton F.S.A. first
mertions the Chapé by its right dedicdion in an article St Richard at Dover in St Mary's
Parish Magazire in 1909 July. Two shopsin Priory Roal tha hemmedin the Chapelwere
dedroyed by shéls on 1943 August 24th and the ruins were levdled and earthedover, a
smal gardenbeng planted The first suggestionof restoring the Chapé wasmade in 1944
by the Boroudh Engineer, Mr Philip V. Marchant who proposed a redored Chapé locatel in
a strip of gadensand lawns fronting Biggin Street, and tha the War Memorial be moved
there. The plan was fil ed and forgotten Lieutenant-Colond R.F.H. Drake-Brockman tried to
get it schedlled asan ancient monumert in 1953, but the Dover Corporaton were unwilling
to do this. A service was held in St Mary's Churc of Englard Churc to ceebrat the 700t
anniversay of the consecration of the Chgpel. The RevP B. (Tubby) Clayton, founder Padre
of Toc H, was present The sevice was conduded by the Rev Cana A. Stanley Cooper ard
the addresswas given by the Rev Caron A.R. Browne-WilkinsonM.A., Cana Resdentiay
of Chicheste Cathedrd. After the service there was a processio with a shot stop for prayer
atthe Chapé which then continued to the Maison Dieu for concluding prayers and a blessing
by the Anglican Bishop of Dover.

Father Tannels intered in the Chapel began som after he came to Dover. He got to
know the local officials ard introduced the subjed into convesations Some were
sympathetc, but the building wasschediled for denolition becawse it was "of no historic or
architecturdvalue" At ameding in Biggin Hall on 1964 March 12th to disauss building an
Old People'sCommnunity Centre, Father Tanne suggestedhe building of such a certre on
land adjacert to the Chapé whenit was redeeloped. A prominert official said: "The siteon
which the Chapelstands is too valuable The Chapé has no historic or architectual value,
and no powe on Earth cansaveit from demolition”. Now there wasa note of urgencyand
Mr Ivor Bulmer-Thomas, Honorary Director of the Friends of Friendles Churches gave
expert advice tha the best way to presere achurchwas to put it into regular use

The initial intention was to restoe the Chgd as a Chapé of Unity. Cana T. Ewan
Robers B.A., Anglican Rural Dean of Dover, was enthusastic. The Anglican Clergy voted
unanimously to join in the restoratim and an ecumencal certre with a hostel attachel was
envsaged. On 1964 August 7th Caron Roberis wrote that the "Archbishop of Carterbury is
anxiaus tha the Chapé of St Edmurd should be presrved' and he aska if the Anglican
Church could raise all the money for the freehold. On 1965 March 12th he informed the
Dover Fraternal of Ministersthat an inter-denomnationd appel would be needed On 1965
June4th hereporta tha neither the Anglican or the Free Churches would raisethe money to
presene the building and personaly withdrew from any money-raising efforts. "It was
agredl to leave the projed alone” Theidea of a Chape of Unity wasthus abandoned

St Paul'sParish had its enamous debt and could nat afford to sperd any more. Faher
Tanne hestated but heard that a speculato was intereged in buying the Chgel. He
mentionedthis to his friend, Father Leonad Whatmore, who felt sostrongly that he mace out
acheqie for the purchase price there andthen It was pad to the agerts on 1965 August2nd,



fead of St Thomasdela Hale,and Fathe Tamer owned the Chapel

Now the restorationwork could begn. The building was restored to its origind
thirteenth century condition. A large amoun of origind materid had remaned in the
building. The only concessia to twentieth cenury practice was the condruction of a
tabernack in the eas wall for the resewvation of the BlessedSacrament (The Blessed
Sacrameh would not hawe been reseved in a thirteenth certury cemeéry chapel). The
Chapé hasone of the best preservedhirteenth century roofs in England, with 70% of the
timbers being original. Messe R.J. Barwick & Sors were the contractors for the restoraton.
The Patronof Father Tannels restoration appe& was the Rt Hon Harold Macmillan, Prime
Ministe until 1963 and Chane@llor of Oxford University. About 1,300 peopk subscribedto
the fund and when money ran out with the job three-quarters completed, Dr A.B. Emden
gave virtudly all the moneyneede to complete the job. Large donatiors were given by
Cardind Heenan Archbishop Cyril Cowderoy,BishopWall (Brentwood), Bishop Cashman
(Arundel & Brighton), Bishop Worlock (Portsmaith) and Bishop Christophe Butler O.SB..
Half the moneycame from Churchof Engand sourcesincludng the Rt Rev A.C.W. Rose,
Bishop of Dover; the Deanand Chaper of Saisbury Cathedral; the Dean and Chaper of
Canterbuy Cathedral and the RevW.M. Martin C.F. (St Mary-in-Castro,Dovern. The Kent
County Council and the Dover Corporaton contributed and the Friends of Friendles
Churchesand the Friendsof Kent Churches gave generous donations, in each casethe first
time they had donatel to a Catholic Church £500 was given by Dover Catholics quite a
numbe being donatbns made on the occason of Father Tanrer's Silver Jubilee The
Catholic weely paperThe Universeran a specialpublicity appeal Work commenced on
1966 November 16th, the feag of St Edmund of Abingdon and the total cost was abou
£11,00Q This is now the smaleg churchin regular use in England and the only church
dedicatel to a canonised Saint by another canmised Saint. The full account of the
restoratimn of the Chapel is told by Father Tanne in his excelent book Sairnt Edmunds
Chapéd and Its Resbration, publisheal in 1968 and now, regrettaby out of print.

In preparaton for important days ahead Fathe Tanne took the unusué step of
sending a newdetter to all the homesof the parishon 1968 February 23rd. He amouncel
that 1963 was the centenay yea of the opening of St Pauls Church The actud date of the
certenaly was 1968 May 15th but asthe Archbishop could not be in Dover that day the
certenal would be kept on Monday 1968 May 27th. A concekbratal Mass was planned for
the evening and Father Tanne wrote "l havealrealy told the Archbishopthat | do not intend
to invite any vistors... | fed tha this should be a parish occason.." As the finanaal
situation was critical, the locd parishoners were invited to "spruce up" the church, by
dusting, paining and window cleaning Dover Corporaton did a specil floral dispay in
front of the outdoor crucifix to mark the centenary. A special book describirg the history of
the Parish, Catholic Dover, was written by Christopher Buckinghan at the request of Father
Tamer, to celebrate the centenay. A group of men organisedthemseles into a commitiee
to start convertingthe former St Paul's Schod behind the Church into a Paish Club and
Youth Room The great majority of this work wascaried out by voluntary labour. The old
preshytery at 102, Maison Dieu Road was in a nearderelct condtion andthe outside had not
been painted for 9 years It received a coatof paint in honou of the centenay.

When the greatday of May 27th arrived it was to embrace a number of special events.
The mornng sawthe reconsecrabon of St Edmund'sChgpel. This wasa private ceremony
but due to the generosity of Mr Bernad Smye-Rumsly the servie of consecratn and the
first Massin the Chapé since the Reformation were relayedto the Maison Dieu by closed
circuit television. There were three screenswith abou 100 peopk seaéd around each of



them. Archbish@ Cowdepy and his ministers vegedin the then Courcil Chanber at the far
end of the Maison Dieu, processedthrough the Store Hall at 10.55 a.m and down Priory
Roadto the Chapel Despite this road being the main A20 into the town in those days, Dover
Corporaton ard the Police had been more than willing to close it to traffic for several hours
on that day at Faher Tannels behest The service of consecratia beganat 11 a.m.and the
first Massin the Chapel since the Reformaton was celebratd by Archbishg Cowderoy at
noon and endedabout 12.30 p.m. The Archbish@, his ministers, the Mayor andTown Clerk
of Dover, the Mayor and Town Clerk of Abingdon and three laymenwho helped with the
restoraton work were the only peopk presen at this Mass Spae was very limited in such a
smadl building. The Chapéd was first opered to the public at abou 3 p.m. Father Tamer had
the idea of completing this work as a centenay presern to the Parish and this was indeed
possble.

St Paul'sCentenay Masswascelebratd at 7 p.m. on the eveningof that sumy day.
(The Votive Mass of St Pau was celebrated and Father Tanne& borrowed sane vegmerts
from the Benedictne Abbey at Ransgate becaus the Archbishopfelt tha those at Dover
were "not gorgeous enoudn”). The benche of the north (Goel) side of the church were
reserval for visiting clergy and the parishioners who had attended the parochid choir
prectices for sone weeks beforehand The musical arrangemens were unde the diredion of
Father Pete Farmer. Trotman'sA Peope's English Mass was surg (one of the first
vernacula settngs of the Mass,using the original NLC texts) with the Latin Credo No. IlI.
The opening hymn was Imnortal Invisible; The Head that once was crowned with thorns
was sung at the Offertory and the final hymn was For all the Sains. A wooden table altar
was placed temporaily in front of the High Altar and Masscelebragédfacing the people The
chief celebrant was Archbishop Cowderoy asssted by seven priesds who were Dover
vocatons. Fater Tamer was presentin the gallery, but did not concdebrate the Mass

The final ‘cdebration’ of the day was a Pari$1 Cenenay Dinner at St Edmund's
Saool.

The Dover Expresslater reported

"Seven Dover-bom Catholic prieds conalebrated Mass at St Pauls Church on
Monday aspatt of the churchs centenaryfestval.

"Afterwards there was a parish dinnerat St Edmund's Schod attende by 210 of the
district's Catholic communty. FaherTerene Tanner, Dover's parish priest presided.”.

Thes Doverborn priests were the Very Rev Canan JA. Cdlanan (Financial
Secetary of the Archdioceg of Southwark), Revv Francis Callanan (Parsh Priest at
Camberwell) Chales Waller (ex-Duke of York's School pupl, Parsh Priestat Midhurst),
Michad Coallins (Parsh Prieg at New Addington), Anthony Castle (curate at Abbey Wood),
William Howell (Paris Priegd at Tunbridge Wells) and Richad Dunre (Superiorof the
Salvataians at Cheger).

On Wednesday evening,1968 October 2nd at 7.30 p.m. parishionas gathered in St
Paul'sto partcipate in aspecal recordng of the texts of the various parts of the Ordinaty of
the Mass andselectel hymns (this wasnot an adud cdebration of the Mass) for subsequen
usein broadcast by the locd Hospitd Broadcasing Service.

The auumn of the centenay year marked the completon of ten yeass as Paris Priest



by Faher Tamer. In reflective mood he discussél his feeings aboutthe pag years in a
newsletter issued on November3rd:

"Ead Ken paishes hawe the reputation of being apathetic It issad that you have to
make three times asmuch effort to get one third of the resut that you could get elsewhee.
That may beanoverstatement,but thereistruthinit.

"Dover has paticular disadvantagesyoung pemle have to leave the town to find
suitable employment, and there is a rapid turnover in its population. It makes the
establishmenof a parish very hard. As som as you organise anything the key persors have
to leavethe town. That sounds very negdive, but negatve or not, mog people would agree
with what | have said

"I do not wart to sound fed up with the parish, becaus | have it in very high esteem
Our congregdions are as devotiona as any, and the "nudeus' of the parish isvery dedcated
A lot has beenachievel in the last ten years... You mug have noticed that the offertory
collections have fallen considerablyin comparison to even a year ago.. The Diocesan
auhorities are well aware of the posiion, and they have told me that | should call on each
parishioner, personal, and ask him to increasehis financia assstane to the parsh. It
might work, but it would be so foreign to my characer that | could not do it. If peopk don't
wantto give, | sesvely little religionin trying to force them,

"Although it started with high hopes the church at Aycliffe is now hardly justifying
its existenceit cods the parish £30 aweek,and is the main source of our financial problens.
The Priest'sHouseis far too large for our present neals. When it wasboughtin 1960, | told
the Bishopthat it was a viable propositon only on the supposition that Dover would not be
dividedfor atleag 10 years. Two yeas later, the paishwasdivided.

"...S0 please do your best, and even though the Paish Prieg islosing faith in himséf,
proveto him that he has no reasm to lose faith in his parish”.

| quote this account in same detail becatse it gives a major insightinto the problems
facad by the Parishat this time and the way that a Paish Prieg under great pressures
regpponded There are cleaty some lesons to be learnal from history here. Authorities
situated 72 miles away in London did not have enowh understandig of the locd geograpy
and population to perhags appreciag that a church at Aycliffe wasnat a viable proposition:
you really need to live a long time in a place to undersand it and its people. Priestsare
perhag movedfar too often and this is a disruptive influence on the dewelopmern of the
community. In 1968 the offertory collections were £423-11-11 less thanin 1967, and £150
was contributedto the Archbishops funds The parish deficit for 1968was £590-6-9.

Cleaty more action was neeckd, but wha could be done€? On 1969 May 18th Father
Tamer announced that he no longerhad aresiden housekeepe; tha he was going to let the
top floor flat of the house and hire someo to coock a midday meal. At thistime, the Parsh
Socid Club (which had not yet opened already had 60 members.The club only cost the
parish £500 It was estimatel tha the voluntaly work done in the conversian of the building
was worth £12,000

On 1969 October 29th at 11 am. Father Tanne celebratd a Massin the French
language (which he spoke fluertly) in St Pauls following aletter from La Frere Directeu de
I'Ecole Saint-Genesin Bordeaux Fifteen Christian Brotherswished to celebrate the fortieth



anniersaryof their taking of vows at Castlemountjn St Pauls on that date.

Liturgical devebpmern after Vatican Il continued apa® and Pope Pau VI published
the revisad Missale Romanum, the useof which became obligatory on 1970 Felkruary 15th.
On Februay 14 Faher Tanne requestd the formation of arota of flower-arrangers and the
setting up of a reackers list, both of which taskshavebeen capably in the hards of the laity
ever since. A parish meeing on 1970 May 13th attracted an attendance of abou 100
parishioners As an ernticementto attend, Father Tanrer had writtent "It is far better to spe&
openly, when others canagree or disagee with you, andwhen possibly you may cary the
day, than to spe& privately to your neighbours when no great ded can come of it, and
possibly a cettain amoun of hatm™. On 1970 Sepgembe 27th it was pointed out that the
Sanctuay Guild had amembeship of approximatey two dozen and was entirely lay run and
trained. Twenty four peopk usualy attended the weekly char practce and the choir wasrun
by the organist, Barbaa Philpott, who wasanon-Catholc. A Women's Guild wasset up in
the parish at the requestof a group of women and was entirely lay run. The initial
membership wasover 20. It was estmated that abou 200 peopk were acively involved in
running the parish in one way or another. Father Tamer suggestedthe introduction of an
additionalmid-week surg Mass on aregularbasis

Father Felix Watts O.P., who came to Dover to look after his elderly parents at
Suton, left on 1970 October 1st, after they had died. Due to a shortage of priests Dover
becane atwo pried parish. On the advice of the Vicar General the mid-week evening Mass
was tranderredto Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. It remained there until the secand decade of the
twenty first century. The charging attitude of peagple to confessionand the lamentabé
dedine which beganto sd in at this time meart tha from 1970 October17th confessbns
were heardonly from 11 a.m to 12.3 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. on Saurdaysin St Pauls.

On 1970 November 1st it was repored that the parish delt was £13,00. Father
Tanne wrote "l would find it had to convince you how heavily it weighs upon me
nowadays Twelve years ago, when the delt was four times its presert size, it did not bother
meat all. Now, when it isonly £13,00Q it bothes meall the time".

A morthly Holy Hour was startel on a Wedredday evening in 1970 Sepembe and
was very well attended. More than 20 younger peopk were presemin the congregaton ead
month

Due to the fact that he had been unable to find a suitable hymn book, the evening
High Masson Sundayshad always used duplicated hymn shees, which were stored in a
cupboad in the choir loft (= gdlery). Finaly, on 1971 Febwuary 22nd Father Tamer
annoureed that he had bought 200 copies of The Parish Hymn Bookat a cost of £82, plusa
further £8 for their protective coverings. By 1971 Januay 1stthe delt had been reduced to
£11048.

Father McCaulg/ had left the parish and been replaced by Fathe Stanley Luff, a
memberof the National Liturgical Commisson at tha time and anauthor and geologist One
of Father Tannels newsktters refers to the situation of life without a housd&eepe and is well
worth reproducng:

" am getting more and more steamed up in the kitchen In comes Fr Luff obvioudy
het up about something. He dashesinto anaccourt of monastc deviatons on Mount Athos
in the 4th certury. | counter by throwing in someremarks on the depivation of the egoby



the momasic personain the 12th certury, but heis not listening becaug he is proving that the
architecture of our church is a pastiche | ignore that and explain the relationship of the
Caledonia orogenyto organic evolution but he has just remembeed the welcome the Pole®
brothers usal to give him in the Piazzi Sforza Cesaini. The meal is cooked and we sit down
without naticing (thark goodnes$ what we are eatng for heis devising the rehabiltation of
St Radigund's and | am wondering where he could have left his shoes when he took them off
the night before!

A parish meding held on 1971 February22nd wasattended by 74 parishbners. Work
commencel on anupdate of the Parish Index and the Hospital Broadcasting Service was now
using 102 Maison Dieu Road as their headquaters. The Friday evening Massin St Pauls at
7 p.m. was always a Latin Massand a Saurday morning Mass at St Edmunds Chapé had
been celebratd at 10 a.m since it was reconsecrated The local Schola Canbrum (an
amateu group) sarg William Byrd's Massfor Four Voices at a High Massin St Pauls on
Wednesdayl971May 12that 7.30 p.m.

Shortly after this it becane apparert tha Archbishqp Cowderoy wished to move
Father Tanner to the parish of Goudhurst to be regonsble for building a new churd there.
Quite anumberof parishionersfelt very strorgly abou this anda delegtion went to meetthe
Archbishopto ask him to charge his mind. Father Tanner appeéed to the Holy See against
the decisian of the Archbishopand left the parish while the appeal was being heard,in the
summer of 1971. In his place the Archbish@ appointed Father Thomas Connély as
administrator. At the same time Father Luff left and was repaced by Father Patrick
Fitzsimons. Father Tanner'sappeal was nat successfuand the Archbishopappointed Father
Thomas Connelly as Pari$ Priegs somemontts later.

The Latin Mass on a Friday eveningwas discontinue on the groundsthat the books
"haddisappeeed”. However,abou two yeas later the 10 a.m Saturdg Mass at StEdmunds
Chapé becane the weeHly Latin Mass It continued as suchfor mary years The 11 a.m
Mass on a Sundy in St Pau's revertel to beng the High Mass. A Legion of Mary
praesidium (which had been active in the parish until 1963 was reconstituted in 1973 under
the sane titl e - the Praesidium of Our Lady of Pity. This survived, with somedifficulty, untl
1980.

Father Fitzsimons left after only one yearin the parsh and was replace by Father
Michad Boland, a late vocaion. He remainal until 1975, when he was replaced by Faher
Pau Hough Some months after Father Hough arrived,and at Chrisimastime, the Sacristy
adjoining the Church was set on fire one evening. A teerager with a grudge against the
chuch used candlesto start the fire. The smoke was spoted by a person walking up
Connaugh Hill, who telephond the Fire Brigade. The Saciisty was gutted and all the
vestmerts, books andprocesiond cross weredegdroyed It waspossble to see the starlit sky
through the Saciisty roof. The Church itsef had a very nea miss, being savedonly by the
solid oak door nea the Sacrisy which Father Tannerinstalled during the earlier restoration

While rebuiding work wasin progress (R.J. Barwick & Sors won the cortraci) the
spae behind the High Altar at St Pauls wasused asatemporary Secristy. Opportunity was
takenduring the rebuilding to improve the premises by providing toilet and kitchen facilities
on the groundfloor and two ParishRooms on the uppe floor, which were mainly used for
meeting by various organisaions in the parish. The total cod of this work was arourd
£30,00Q paid for mostly by insurane.



On 1972 May 31st, the feag of the Visitaton of Our Lady, Fathe Comelly celebrded
the Silver Jubilee of his Ordination to the Priesthoodand a specia evening Mass was
celebrated and a collection made by the parish, as is traditional on thee occaions. The
Mass was conceebraed by Fathers Joseph John Michad and ThomasConnelly and the
homily preached by the Rt Rev Mgr W. Westlake. The Mass of the feast was celebratel and
the Offertory hymnwasO purest of creatures!sweet Mothe, sweet Maid.

As an example of the levd of Mass attendance at that time, there was a Saurday
morning Mass in St Edmunds Chape] concelebrded by the three Connely brothe's, at which
the Chape congregation was so large that peopk were literaly standing agairst the front of
the altar with no roomto move!

On 1972 Octobe 11th, Father Thoma Connelly and Mr John Huntley (Social Club
Secketary at that time) drew up a 'Gentlemaris Agreement(including an explicit note saying
that the ageanert was NOT to be a legal documen and not binding on any succeedig
Parish Priest) to this effed: "The Club premses including outhouss, car parks,bounday
walls andfences shdl remain the property of the Roman Catholic Dioceseof Southwark’

Father Cridland arrived in the parish in 1976, initially to recover from poor healh and
thento servethe parish. A musidan he assuned regonsibility for the choir during his stay
here Mrs Veronica Mitchinson took over as organist soon after the arriva of Father
Connely.

In the mid-1970s there was considerabé debaé abou the future of St Mary's
Convent Sister Bridie Costellg the Supeior appointed on 1975 Septembe 22rd faced the
task of seeing if the building could be renovatel to comply with new fire legislation The
Provincial Council decidel to close the Corvert and Dover was searchel for suitable
locations, at length and to no aval. Consequeny, the Provincial Counci decided to
undertale extensve alterations to the building and this work was completal early in 1981.
Ceilings were lowered, extra floors put in; all the resderts hadsingle rooms a new therapy
unit wasopenedandthe chapelwas redesigned.

Father Connelly was able to sell 109, Maison Dieu Road and purchag 103 Maison
Dieu Road (adjoining and south of the church as a new presbytery whenit came on the
market. Thiswas a muchmore satisfectory arrangemert.

The interior of St Pauls Church wasredecoratd at aboutthistime. Weekdy Mases
were celebrated in St Mary's ConventChapé while this work took place. It wasduring this
work that the Altar Rails were removel from the church Later, the Bapistry wasconvered
into a confessond room, the corfessbnalsat the eastend of the church were left unusedand
the font sited in the north aisle.

Due to a decline in the numbe of vocationsto the Prieshood (which becane very
seriots during the 1970sand «ill continuestoday) the Convent of the Annonciadeat St
Margarets Bay closed. They retuned to their house nea Orly Airport, Paris in 1976
November Likewise, the Augustinian Sistas at Kearsng Manar left in 1981 (FatherGerard
Duson retired aswell after more than 25 yearsas Chapain), returning to their mother house
in France, but Father Comédly was ableto arange for a new order to take over the property.
The Sisters of the Christian Retrea movedin and the nurang home continued in existence
Father Geoffrey Dove becane their resdent chapain, and occasbnally helped out in St
Paul's Parish.



During 1976 April the first ACROSS trugt pilgrimage from Dover to Lourdes took 22
handicappd peope. In 1978 there was an ACROSS holiday to Innsbruck. Furthe
pilgrimagesto Lourdes were mack in 1977, 1981, 1983, 1984 and 1985 and a total of 182
pilgrims were taken Father Thomas Connelly was the driving force behind the organsaion
of thes pilgrimages and usedto accompany them personally. His immedide succesar
followed this tradition.

Aycliffe Church continuedto prove a financial drain on the parishand late in the
1970s Archbish@ Bowen agreedtha it shauld be closed and put on the market. The Altar,
Fort andCandlegicks were transferred to St Pauls Church. The pewswere transferredto the
church at St Margaret Bay.

FormerParishPriest, Fr. Michad Fahey died in 1978 (he was bornin 1904) in the
parish of St john the Evangelist,Heron's Ghyll, Buxted, Eag Sussexand is buried in their
chuchyard. On one prior occasian Father Conrelly brought Father Fahey back to this parish
and concelebréed Mass with him.

Father Hough left in 1980 and FatherCridland in 1981, being replacedby Father Jom
Wingfield, a menber of the Southwark Diocesa Liturgicd Commission and a man with a
gred interest in Scauting. He founded Scou troops within the parish. Dover was once again
atwo pried parish.

A Holy Hour in preparation for the ParishVisitation was hdd in St Paul's Churc on
1980 Septenper 214 from 8 p.m. until Benedction at 9 p.m., to ak Gods blessng on the
Prieds andpele of the Parish. From Friday, 1980 Segembe 26th until Monday Septembe
29th Bishop Jukes undertod the visitation. He celebrated the 10 a.m Massat St Edmund's
Chapd onthe Saurday morning.

At Christmas 1980, the congregation at the Midnight Massin St Pau's Church was
the "larges eve seen” and100 extra seds had to be put out, all of which were taken by 11.25
p.m.

On Saurday, 1981 May 9th, 150 people from KnokkeHeist in Belgium visited
Dover. They accompaied the music at the 7 p.m. evening Mass in St Paul's (the Missa de
Angelis,MassNo. VIl wassung).

On Sundy, 1981 October 18th Sister Jennife SandersF.M.D.M. (Frandscan
Missionaries of the Divine Mothehood macde her Final Profession of Vows in St Pau's
Churchand wasgratefu for being invitedto do thisin the Parsh by Father Connely.

Father Wingfield commencd a series of talks for non-Catholics on Friday, 1982
Februawy 5that 7.45p.m.

BishopJukes administeral the Sacramen of Confirmation on Friday, 198 February
12th. He retumed on March 12th to celebraé a Lenten Staton Mass

A new chapé at the Duke of York's Royal Military Schod was blesseal by Bishop
Walmsley, the Bishopto the Forces,during 198 Octobe, at which time he also confirmed
two of the boys. Father Connellywrote in a newsletter on 198 Octobe 17th: "We are till
one of the very few churches left open al day...we have beendisturbed recently by a few
unfortunate incidens in the church..." It wasannouncel tha in future confessionsvould be



head on Saurdays from 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday afternoon confesions were
cancelled At thistime Sunday Mass was celebrate in St Paul's on Saturday at 7 p.m. andon
Sunday at 8, 10 and 11 a.m and 6.30 p.m. Weekday Massin St Pauls was on both Tueglay
andFriday at 7 p.m, at St Edmunds Chapd on Satuday at 10 a.m.; in St Mary's Convent on
Wednesdayat 7.30 a.m and in St Ursulas Convent on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday at 7.30 a.m The Bless®d Sacranern was reseved in St Edmund's Chapé and the St
Vincent de Pau Scaciety (SVP) and a Thursdy evening prayer group were adive in the
Parish. Fathe Connelly introduced the Pempetual Novera to Our Lady of the Miracubus
Medal after the Friday evenng 7 p.m. Massduring his time in Dover.

Father Comelly was appointd to a new paiish in early 1983 and was replaed by
Father David Maher. Father Maher wasbom on 1936 Januaty 8th in Ballinlough, Co. Cork,
Ireland He was educaéd at Ballinlough National School and then at a Technical Institute.
Upon leaving school he undertod a two year apprenticeship as a cabinet maker, attending
night school to continue his studies. Feeling the call of a religious vocation, he attended the
Divine Word Missionaries College for late vocaions before going in 1962 to the Apostolic
School, Mungre College in Limerick. Later that year he transfered to All Hallows College,
Dublin. He wasordained to the priesthood on 1966 Junel9th. His first appointment wasto
St Gregory's, Earlsfield, Londan, where he remainel untl 1970. He was then appointed to
Our Lady Star of the Sea,Broadstairsas Assistant Priest, thenin 1975 Augustto St Petr's,
Woolwich, whete he had respondility for St Jose's Church Shootes Hill (then part of
Woolwich Parish).In 1978 May he returned to Broadstairs to assist Caron O'Friel and was
there until his appointmentas Parish Priest of Dover. On 1983 January 23rd he published the
first of his regularweekly newsldters, which he decided would replae the previous practice
of readng notices aloud during the Sunday Mass. This newly introduced procedue was
more in keeping with the liturgical norms now in force The Misalettes introduced for use at
Sunday Mass during the 1970 were discontinuel andreplaed by a more substatial Parish
Mass Book.

Father Connelly's induction as Parsh Pries of Chidehurst took place on 1983
February 14th at 8 p.m. Parishiones from St Paul's Parish travelled by coad to the event,
and Father Connely telephoné Faher Maher the next day to expres his gratitude for the
marvelous support from Dover.

Bish@ Jukes formally installed Father Mahe asParid Prieg at an Induction Mass on
1983 February 15th at 7.30 p.m. Father Maher felt tha the Choir were magnficentand a
video recordirg of the Masswas madefor his family in Irelard.

On Friday, 1983 Februay 25th Father Connelly returnel to the Parish to celebrate the
7 p.m. eveningMass, which was concelebraed Afterwardshe was preseted with a setof
vestmerts by the Altar Servers Guild. Therewasthen a Parsh socid function (American
Supper) at St Edmund'sSchod during which he was presengd with a Music Centre (which
he had chose) and a cheque. The Sacial Club presentd him with an inscribed clock and
gifts wereaso presenéd by the Women's Guild, Cubs, Prayer Group and the Dover ACROSS
supportersclub.

The first issueof the new St Paul's Monthly Parish Magazne appeare on 1983
March6th unde the editorshp of Mr Jom J. Huntley.

On 1983 March 13th the 10 am. Sunda/ Mass becane a Folk Mass with a very
cgpable Folk Choir beingformed. The 11 a.m Masscontinued to be the traditional Solemn



Massat which the Parish Choir led the singing. The practice of having Stations of the Cros
andBenediction at 3 p.m. on Sunday during Lert cortinued.

A parish meeting was hedd on 1983 March 7th at 8 p.m. in the Pari$ Socid Club.
Various maters werediscussed Father Connelly had kept the parish financially stable on an
income of around £25000 per anrum. The delt was £13,000 when Father Connell left and
stbstantid expenditure was agan needed for renewa$ to the Church, Presbytery and
Schools Rod repairsto the Churc cog £704.% in 1983

Mrs KathleenHuntiey madenew Tabernaat Veils and Lectern(Ambo) Frontals.

Father Maha wrote: "The casid chatter inside the Church mug greatly frugrate
parishiorers who wish to reman in prayer after Mass But it isabow all disrespectflto the
Blesed Sacament Maybewe could all examine our attitudes'

Mass counts taken over four Sundaysin 1983 April showed attendance figures
between 579 and 661 people, reaulting in an averageover the four weeks of 625. In 1983
Augud Father Parick Besttook over the chaphincy to both the Borstal(by then known asthe
Youth Custody Centre) andthe Duke of York's Royal Military Schod. The loss of thes
chaphincies resuted in a dropin the anrud income of £3,500 at a time when more urgent
repairswere neededran wasdripping on to the High Altar, throughthe fanlight in the roof
andalsointo the Choir Loft.

During 1983May there was Rosal and Benedicion every Sundy afternoon at3 p.m.
Father Maherreminded people that "the family thatprays together, stays together".

The ACROSSpilgrimage to Lourdestook place in 1983 in the weekafter Penteost,
(May 27 - Jure 5) starting with Rosary and Berediction on Thursdayevening in St Paul'sat7
p.m. A special Dover Banner mace by Mrs Kathleen Huntley was blessedard two
Jumbularces travellad via the EasternDocks

The Rosal was redted daily in St Paul'sat 11.30 a.m for the intention of world
peae The Perpetud Novenain honour of Our Lady of the Miracdous Medd continued to
be recited every Friday after the 7 p.m. eveningMass: a pracice introduced to the Parigh, as
we hawe seen by FatherThomasConnelly.

On 1983 Junel2th at 3 p.m. the first DeaneryCorpus Christi procession was hdd in
the grourds of Kearsney Manor, by the kind pemission of Sisier Marcelle. This was to
become anannud evert in thoe years.

Bishop Howard Tripp stayed overnight at the Presbytely on 1983 June 22nd while on
visitation to Dover Youth Cusbdy Cente and CanterburyPrison.

On Monday, 1983 June27th, following Mass at 7.30 p.m., Bishop Jukes unveiled a
plague in memory of Father Tannea on the interior wall of the Chapé at St Edmund's Schoal
(the costof the plague was £157)

A coach of parishioners went to the Silver Jubiee Mass of ArchbishopBowen at
Aylesford Priory on 1983 July 9th.



Alteraions were carried out to a Confessond and the Church porch by Mr Stan
Newman.

Henry Campbél F.R.S.A.,a Florentine Painte from Birchington and a friend of the
Parish Priest offered to paint a fres@m of the Last Supper on the wall at the badk of the
Sanctuay in St Paul'sChurd, free of charge Work beganon this in 1983 July and was
completa in the Octoba. The curtan behind the High Altar was removedat this time.
Pictures of the fresco subsequently appeared in The Times and The Catholic Herald and
Father Maherwasinterviewad on BBC Radb 4's Sundgy Progranme and on the TVS news
magazire Coad to Coast

On 1983 October 1st confessios at 6.30 p.m. on a Satuday wereintroduced and the
next day the 10 a.m.Masswas moved to 9.30 a.m to allow more time betwe& Masse which
would ensue amoreorderly liturgical preparation.

The Sistes of Charity cdebratel their certenay in the parish at a specialMasson
1983 July 23rd at noon at which Archbishq Bowen concekbrated with former Dover
Priests Sister Joan Dwyer, the Provincid of the Daughters of Charity attended.Aftemwards
shewrote a thank you letter to the Parigh which was publishel in the weekly Newsktter A
floral decoratio in the packel churchdepicted the Communty Crest and in the evening a
certenal concet and dan@ were held at St Edmunds Schml. One residen at St Mary's
Home at this time had been bapised by Father James Laws. The noon Mass started with a
trumpe fanfare the opening hymn was Our God Reigns and after Holy Communion the
choir sarg the Beatitudes. Representaves of other churche were present. The Archbishop
blesed the renovded ConventHome at 3 p.m. and unvdaled a commemorave plaque
outside the chapel Laterthere was aconcet and dane at St Edmunds School It was aso
the 350t anniversary of the founding of the Compaly of the Daughtersof Charty in 1633.
The co-foundes were St Vincent de Pad and St Louise de Marillac, both of whom
subsequently died within minutesof each other.

Pope Sant John Pad Il declarel 1983 to be the Holy Yea of the Redemption,
running from 1983 March 25th until Easte Sunday 1984. A Jubilee Indulgence could be
gained. A coad took 45 parishioners on pilgrimage to the Marian Shrine at Aylesfod Priory
on August 24th where a spedal Mass was celebratel and fif teen decaes of the Rosay
recited on the Rosary Way. Prayersfor the Holy Father's intentiors were said in the Jubiee
Chapel

On Saurday, 1983 Sepgembe 10th, a group of parishionerstravelled by coadc to a
Fayre at the home of BishopJukes at West Malling, wherehe invited them to see over his
home Mr Dennk Tait ran astal at the Fayre to raise funds for the ACROSS trust

Religious instruction classes for all Catholic children attending non-Catholic primary
schoolks were held on Saturdg morningsfrom 10 - 11 a.m.in term time, in addition to a
specil First Holy Communion class

In 1983 there were 240 children attending St Richards School. Many of them came
from outlying districts and did not belorg to St Paul's Parish.

Rod repairs on St Pauls Church were conpleted at a cog of £704.95

Massattendancehad risen to 651 by the Octoberof that yeatr.



Bishop Jukes celebraed a Mass of Tharksgiving for the centenay of St Mary's Home
on Tuesdg, 19830ctobe 11th

On 1983 Novembea 14th 35 paishioners wert on pilgrimage to the shrine of St
LaurenceOTooleat Euin France (80 milesinland from Boulogne) Fathe ThomasConrelly
and Father Geoffrey Dove concelebréedthe Mass there

Father Wingfield celebrated the Harvest Thanksgiving Mass at St Richard'sSchod,
the Harvest gifts later being distributed throughout the pariskes. The School Hall was
crowdedwith parents

The Superia Genera of the Ursuline Order, Sister Eleng visited St Ursulas Conven
in 1983 Decemier.

Father Patrick Ftzsimons died at Tooting Hospital and the Parisharranged a coach
for parishiones to travel to his Requem Mass at St Boniface's,Tooting on Monday, 1984
February 6th. The principal cdebrant was ArchbishopBowen,together with the three area
Bishops and over 200 Priests CanonBill O'Riordan spoke of his greatfriend andthe work he
achievel throughoutthe Diocese Bishgp Hendersonaccompanid by 27 Priests travelled to
Ireland for the burial.

Mr Alf Huntley completel 50 years of Altar Service at St Pauls during 1984
Archbishop Bowen wasthe Principd Celebram at a Concdebrated Mass of Tharksgiving on
Friday, February 10th. Mgr Joseph Callanan(a Dovorian), Vicar Generalof the Dioces,
travdled with the Archbishop to the Massarnd Father Patick Tagaart from St Gertrudeés in
Sauth Croydon who claimed to have known Alf for 46 years was also present, togethe with
Canon O'Riordanfrom Tooting Bec (formerly Paridh Prieg of Buckland) and Father Alban
McCoy O.F.M. Conv. from the Francisca Study Centre at the University of Kernt at
Canterbury. Fr McCoy had associations with St Paul'sfrom the time when FatherConnely
was ParishPriest having conduced a Parsh Mission, and preached at the Mass abaut Alf's
work for the Parish The Masswas sung in Latin and conduded with the Salve Regina.
Afterwards there was an American Supper at St Edmunds Schod, with the food being
prepared by Siste Bridie and Sister Anne. Archbishop Bowen presentd Alf and his wife
Kathleen with tickets for a trip to Rome,commenting: "l understad Alf hasalways waned
to go to Rome to see if the liturgy was carried out correcty at the Vatican". Alf presented
Father Maher with a se& of embroiderd blue vestments for use on Feastsof Our Lady.

On 1984 March 18th Siser Anne Hedy of the Ursulines celebrated the Golden
Jubilee of her Professon. She had been in Dover from 1936:39; 195864; 196778 and mog
recently from 1983. She was responsibk for the building of St Richards Schod (and the
opening of a nursinghome while in Swan®a) and had in the pag been"whizzing arourd
Dove in her car (veil flying!), been skiingin Conreught Park.."

On 1984 March 24th (the transferred Sdemnity of the Annuncation) the Holy Father,
Pope Sairt Jom Pau Il and all the Bishops of the world carried out the ad of entrugment of
the world (especially Russia) to the ImmaaulateHeart of Mary, ashadbeenrequestd by Our
Lady of Fatima all those yearsago,in order to bring about the converson of Russia. The
Archbishopcarriad it out in St Georges Cathedrd and the Area Bishagps in the parishes that
they were visiting at thetime. St Paul'sParish united with the Holy Father and the Bishops
onthe Third Sundayin Lent by carying out the ad of entiusting in specia Bidding Prayers at
the Masses An initiative of the Holy Father,he afterwards contactedSister Lucia (the last



remaning living of the three seersof Fatima) to make sure that he had caried this out
correcly. She confirmed tha Heaven had accepte the carrying out of the entrusiment.

During 198 Lent Father Wingfield gave a series of talks on the Catholic Fath.
Father John Brookes and his Redenptorist Misson Team gave a Lenten Retreat at St
Edmund's School

Mass attendane at St Paul's was now 570 and the future Father Roy Pierce was
received into the Churdh at the Easte Vigil in 1984. In May of tha year the Paish Priest
made an appeal for interest-free loans from paiishioners for a two year period to clea the
£12000 bark delt and avoid the £500 per year interes payment. Repaymentof the loars
was guararnteed by the Diocese One third of the money was raised within atwo week period
ard the debt was finally clearal in 1984 December.

There was a Parsh ACROSS Pilgrimage to Lourdesin 1984May, when Father Maher
wasacconpanied by 22 parishioners

On Tuesdy, 1984 May 14 the PaschhCandleand two window candes ard holders
were stolenfrom St Pauls Churchduring the daytime

On Friday, 1984 July 13th, Father Wingfield, accompanid by 28 Cubs and 14 Scous,
depated from the Parish for the annu& sumrmer camp.

Sister Bridie Costllo and Sister Margaet Marden were moved from St Mary's Home
in the early auturm of thatyear. Sister Margaretwas movedto Provincial House of the Order
at Mill Hill, Londonto become Provincial Secreary. Sister Bridie was moved to become
Superior of the Order in Birmingham She hadbeenpreviouslyin Dover from 195 March
2nd - 1964 January 14th and had returned to St Mary's Conventon 1975 Septener 22,
being responsibé for the rebulding of the Home in 1981 and the 1983 July 23rd centenaly
celebratons. She wrote a letter to the Parish expressingher thanks for the time in Dover.
Sister AngelaHanevy from Liverpoolwasthe new Superor in Dover, taking office on 1984
Septembe 17th.

Planning approval was granted during 1984 for the construction of a block of flats on
the previous site of the old preshytery at 102, Maison Dieu Roal. This site had been sold by
Father Conrelly. The terms of the sak gave the Parisha right of way to the Sodal Club,
acces for adelivery lorry and stated that the Paiish would be regponsble for half the cost of
maintaining the driveway.

Aycliffe Churd was sucessilly rentedto a seaular organisaion (being used by them
asagymnasum) for anannual rent of £5,000. The parish hadto pay £1,550 compensation to
Dover District Council dueto the change of usefrom a church! The parsh contribution to
the Diocesa Developmert Fundwas assesgd at £6,000 for 1985. Father Mahersuccessfuly
appealel aganst payment in 1984.

The Parish sert a coach full of parshioners to the Forty Martyrs celebraton at
Aylesford Priory on 1984 October28th.

Mass counts takenin St Pauls Church during 1984 Octoberrevealed attendance of
568 on one occasim and 615 on anaher (in the latter total, there were 126 childrenincluded
in that numbe).



In 1984 Novemter, Father Maher wrote abou Altar Servers: "The position for the 11
am. Masson each Sundayis critical. We arenever sure who is going to attend On the Feast
of All Saints we had only two serves for the evening Mass which mear less solemniy..."

Sister Teresa of the Daughters of Chaiity had beencarrying out the role of Parish
Sister for the previous five years. In the auumn of 1984 she was movel to Deptford and
Siste Finbar was movedto Dover and appointed as the new Paris Sister. Her homewasin
Cork in Ireland. Sister Bridie retumed to Dover on Friday, 1984 Novembe 16th for the
presentabn of acheque towards the cod of her work in Birmingham

The statue of StJoseph in St Pau's Church wasrenovated by the sculptar Bob Forsyth
in 1985Jaruaty.

During 1985 February, in respons to an invitation, only half of the parents of
Catholic boys at Dover Boys Grammar Schod requestd religious instruction for their
children

On 1985 February 17th Brothe Bill Nash S.J, visited Dover. He had been at St
Paul's from 1934-1938 and was basdin 1985at the Fam Stred JesuitChurc in London.

A new Parish Youth Group stated to med in the Paish Room after the Sunday
evening Mass and there was a St Patick's night Ceili at St Edmunds Schod on Saturday,
1985March 16th and again, in the Social Club on Sunday, March 17th.

The Sisters of Charty returned to teaching in St Edmunds Schod in 1985Sepember
when Siste Pauline Farrelly became headof Religious Educaton there She had previously
beenteaching at St ThomasMore High Schod in Wigan.

Father Wingfield did Thought for the Day on BBC Rado Kent and the Union of
Catholic Mothers (UCM) statted in the Parishon 1985 April 19th covering the parishesof
both Dover and Buckland. Mrs Cathy Huntley was elected asthe President and Mrs Moya
Munro asthe Secretary. There was also a SPUC(Society for the Protection of the Unborn
Child) meetirg in Dover at thistime.

Father Wingfield was moved from the Paish at the end of 198 May and Father
Lyndon Brown arrived on 1985 June8th. He had been ordainal in St George's Cathedral by
Bishop Jukeson Friday, 198 May 3rd, Dover being his first appintment.

Massattendancedfigures at this timewere averagng 574 persors.

Father Windfield returned for a presentatio at St Richards Schod on Friday, 1985
Juneldth at 9.15 a.m He cdebratedthe Mass which was packed Father Maherthankel
him for his work in the Parsh, while Father Wingfield presented a large icon of the Blessed
Virgin to the Schod as his ' thank you gift' and paid tribute to Sister Dympna,the Head
Teacher

In 1985 June there wasa Parsh ACROSS Pilgrimageto Lourdes,which returnal on
Sundgy, June30th

On Sunday 198 Jure 21stacoad load of parshioners wert to Aylesford Priory for
the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Choirs from South East Kent (including from



St Pauls) sang the Portifical Mass at which the principd celebram was Bishgp Howard
Tripp.

At the August Bank Holiday an annual fun day was held for both the parishes of
Dover and Buckland at Chitty's Playing Feld at Kearsney. This became a regula event for
quite a few years. Mearwhile, Father Lyndon Brown had organised a sunmer film festval
for young peqle, at which 42 attenced.

The Social Club paid for conveting the old St Pauls School Playground behindthe
Churdh into acar park Voluntaly work was carried out as well onthe old Schod buildings
(completed by 1985 Augug 25th) and by 1985 Septemler 15th the Parigh Roornrs were being
redeorated

A specal Mass was conclebraed at KearsneyManar by Bishop Jukes Father Dove
and Father Maher to mark the Diamord Jubilee of the Ordination to the Priegshoad of Canon
Chales de Laubenqueformer Paish Prieg of Canterbury (19401975) who was resdert
there. He sub®quertly died at Kearsneyon 198 Octobe 16th and the Requien Mass was
cdebrated at St Thoma' Church, Canteibury.

St Pauls Church was packal on Sunday, 198 October 27th at 6.30 p.m. for an
ecumencal savice at which Bishop Tripp preached The Youth Group, Choir, Fdk Group
and UCM were presenttogeher with an attendane@ of over 400 people To accommoda
this, the SundayeveningMass was moved to 5 p.m. that week.

Father Lyndon Brown ard the Youth Group attende an all-night vigil at Alli ngton
Castk (Mass was celebatedat 3.30 a.m) in 1985 Octoler.

Father Tanner died on 198 Decembe 17th. After leaving Dover he foundel the
Roma Housirg Association asa reddential certre for the care of drugaddits ard spent the
next six years of his life as Director. When his heath startel to fail, he lived in
Hertfordshire undertaking some tutoring. During his lifetime he had been a regular
contributa to The Tablet for mary years. A memoria tablet of Welsh slate designel and cut
by JohnSkelton, pupil of Eric Gill, the world-famous sculptor can be sea on the sout wall
of St Edmunds Chapel It was donated in his memoy by the late Laurie Tanner, his brother,
andblessed by Father David Maher. At aspecial Mass of Thankgiving, Fathe Mahe spolke
abou the work of Father Tanner Father Tannels ashes are interred at St Edmund's Chapel,
unde aflagstore just to the north of the tabenacle. The buildingis alasting memoral to his
work in Dover.

At Christmas 1985 the Poplar Tree nex to the church was dewrated for the first time
with coloured lights, which were also installed arourd the churd building. On a dak late
Decembe night these were a magnificent and beautifu sight. There were large numbes of
peopk at Confesgon at Christmas, 1985. The ParishCarol Sewice on the afternan of the
Fourth Sundy of Adventwas "well atterded and prayerful”. At the 6.30 p.m. Mass on
Christmas Eve, 300 children were present. The Churchwas fill ed for the Solerm Midnight
Massand the Altar Serves woretheir new cassocls for the firsttime.

The Rt Rev Mgr Josefn Cdlanan, Vicar Generé&of the Diocese and a Dovorian, died
on 1986 Jaruary 20th.

On 1986 Januwary 22rd Sister Margaet Clare of the Ursuline Order left Dover for



Swansea. She first canme to the Parih on 1948 August 23rd as a teache at Claremont
Salisbury Road. She taughtthere until 1960, whenit closed and subsequently taught at St
Ursuds and then St Richards Schmls. She also instructed children for First Holy
Communion andConfirmatian in Bucklard Parish

It had becane evident that the organ in St Pauls Church was in need of mgor repair,
and a substantib sum of money would neeal to be raised. The contrad for the work was
signed on 1986 March 23rd and a 10% depost of £1,18) pad. Work begar on July21s and
it was found that the whole structure had been in dangerof imminert collape. The work
findly cost £12,000 and the organwas brought into use in time for the 198 Christmas
liturgy. During the period when the organ was unde recandruction a temporay organ
provided by Julia Hogan was situaed by the side door of the Church During 198
Septenber it was noted that the Choir had25 membes. At Christmas1986 Dover Harbour
Board provided staff and resourcsto help decorag the treenextto the church Fathe Mahe
becane the Catholic Chapain to the port.

Sunday, 1986 May 11th saw the Paiish May Processim and crowning of the statie of
Our Lady, organised by the UCM. The procesion started in the car park at 3.25p.m. and
procesed into the Church, concluding with Benediction.



8: Fire, Devastation and Restoration

When 1987 openal it seemael that it would be very similar to the pad few yearsin St
Paul's Paish. Event were, however, to prove thatverydifferent.

Wednesday,1987 Febuary 25th saw volunteer membes of the Parishredeorating
parts of the inside of the Church and on Thursday March 12th Adrian Boynton gavean organ
recital at St Pad's asathark youto the supportes of the Organ Restoraton Fund.

During 1987 March the TownsendThoresa ferry Herald of Free Enterprise
unfortunatey fell on to her side while turning in Zeebugge Harbour with the bow doors
open Many crew and pasenges lost their lives. It was,pethaps, the most devadating event
to affect Dover for mary years. The fir st gathering of the town and port community to pray
for the reposeof the souk of the deadwas at a specid concelebratd Requien Mass in St
Paul's Church afew days afterwards. The principd celebrart was Bishop Jom Jukes O.F.M.
Corv., Auxiliary in Southwark with special regonsibility for Kent All the dearery priests
coneelebratel with him except for the Paridh Prieg of Buckland, Faher Doetsch who was
actually ministering in Zeebuggeat that time. The entane hymn was Abide with me; The
day Thau gavest Lord is ended was surg at the Offertory when a specid collection for the
Disaste Fund was taken (£1,172 wascollected from a packed church of 500-600 people);the
final hymn was Eternal Father, strong to sawe and the plainchan Missa pro Defunctis was
sung. Bishop Jukes preached the homily and Mr Jonathan Sloggett, Mamaging Directar of
Dover Harbour Board real the first readng from the Propheé Isaiah. The effect of the
Zeelruggedisaste could be 'felt' in the town for mary weeksand there is still an annual
commemorabn of the event today. Vatican Radio broadcas a telephor interview with
Father Maherabout the disager, immedately after the Pope'sAngelus Address.

On Thursdg, 1987 May 14th at 7 p.m. Bishop Jukes and the Prieds of the Deaney
conelebratel Massat St Edmund'sSchod to celebrate the Silver Jubiles of the openng of
the school The schod choir sarg at the Mass and a few days later, on Tuesday, May 19th at
11 a.m Archbishop Bowencelebrate Massfor the staff and pupils of the schod and spen
the remander of the day with the pupils.

The amual UCM pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory took place in late 1987 May, during
the schod half-term periad.

Pentecost 1987 markel the stat of the Marian Year and the Paish Folk Choir
organsed a special Pertecast Vigil in the church, while Pope Sant John Pad Il celebrated a
Penteccst Vigil in St Petels Squarein Rome for the first time. The presem Roman Missl
includes the PentecosVigil andMassasan option for usein all parishes

Bishop Jukes led the annualDeaneryCorpus Christi processio at KearsneyManor on
the afternoa of Sunday, 1987 June 28th

On 1987 June6th, Offertory, Appeal, CTS and Votive Light money was stolen when a
burglar cut one of thewindow locks and gainedaccess to the Presbyery.

In 1987 Junea Masswas celebratd to markthe 30th Anniversary of the Ordinationto
the Prieshood of FaterPat Best.



On 1987 July 4th the annual Paish Strawlerry Garden Paty was hedd in the
Presbyterygarden Also in the summe of that year CAFOD ernvelopes were introduced at
the bad of the Churd by the Justie and Peae Grouyp and £65 was donateal in thefirst week

On Sundy, 1987 Augug 30th, the Parsh Clergy supplied for the Masse at Kearsng
Mana Corventto cove for the holiday of the then Chaphin, Father Geoffrey Dove

On 1987 October 11th a coad load of parishionerss travelled to Aylesfod Priory for
‘A Day with Mary'.

Friday,1987Octobe 23rd started out as a cloudy day. Just arourd 1.40 p.m. could be
sea the very unusua phenomenm of a waterspot a mile or so off the Eagem Arm of the
Harbour. This remaired a very easily visible feature and travelled slowly south-westwards
down the Dover Strait in the next half hour or so. Anyonewatchirng this who momentarily
turned around would have noticed a massiwe column of smdke rising from the town and
drifting southwegwards across the Dour Valley. Disaste had struck Dover again; and this
time in a very persond way indeed for the Catholic Community. The word spread quickly
that St Pau's Churc was on fire and the entire roof was ablaz from end to end at one stage
it was thought that the bell tower would fall in andthe building becane atotal ruin. Firemen
came from all over Kent to fight the blaze and both Maison Dieu Roadand Perceger Road
were closed to traffic. Water from the River Dour waspumpel by the firemen to the site of
thefire. Most Cathdics in the town tha afternom and those who hadbeen associaté with
St Pauls all their lives experiened inde<cribable emdions and feelings that they never
wanted to have to face again. Parishioneas left their jobs and homes andwert to the site to
see how they could help.

Father David Mahe was out of the parish visiting the Paish Priest of Ayleshan,
Father Jom O'Callagan, who wasill and in Bon Secou Home, Ransgate. He mounted the
stairsto room 16 and Sister appeare atthetop. Let Fathe David Maherrelat the following
eventsin hisown words

"..."Father, | hawe bad news for you.. (shepausé long enoudy for me to wonde wha
had happenedto Fr Jom) ... your churchisonfire™.

"l could not, would not, bdieveit. | telephoned-aherLyndon. "Theroofis blaang",
hesad; "come bad". | found mysef driving behird along processia of traffic - leading the
way a breakdown truck towing a bus. | broke free at the Jubiee Way roundabaut and as |
watchedthe pal of smokesoa high above the town | knew something was very, very wrong.

"Roads were sealedoff but, samehow | found myself paiked in Taswvell Street Then
| was one of the crowd... watching, feeling nothing Had the Lord in recent yeas been
preparng me to accep ary kind of shock? | turnedmy gaze from the blazing roof and saw
the REAL tragedy - the tearstainal faces of parishionersyoung and old. Nobody was
speakng much The scene emphasize once againfor me that for my parishioners St Paul's
was more than a building, more than therr Churdh. It was their home the fount of their
memoriesboth joyful and sad - Christenngs, Hrst CommunionsConfirmations, Weddings..
Funerals Theuniquenessof St Pauls was all too evident andtoo moving. | ama'quite crier'
myselfand ached for the privacy of my room, but the Fire Chief had dedared the preskytery
‘out of bounds

"I amdedalong to St Mary's and managedo gain contrd of my emotons on theway.



What happens nex? | telephone the Archbishop and | know hewas deepy shocked Next |

spoke to CanonRothon at the Diocesa Finane Office. He hashad plenty of experernce in

matters of fire and damage, and he advisedimmedate contact with a local builderto render
the building safe As| walked bad to the Churd there was still much to be observed by the
large group of onlookers. | spotted Francs Wattsand he made quick contad with Barwick's
whose workers were som on the scene. | then got permission to ente the Church and

accompanid by the Fire Brigade Chief was able to removethe Blesed Sacramat. There
must have been 3 or 4 inches of wate anddebis (it came over my shoes) Firemen were still

shooing wate at the smauldering timbers The altar was coveredin chared segments from

the Sarctualy roof and broken slates. Part of the veil hunglimply from the tabernact. |

openeal the door and inside all was as it had been a few hous before. As | cariied the
Ciborium from the Church the fire fighteis ceased their operatiors andstoa reverertly.

"Barwick's men were still sealirg windowsand erecting safety bariers at 10.30 p.m.
The Fireman'stask was not yet over but they took time off to 'brew up' and enjoy a cup of tea
sittingonthewall. Thefiremenwere backat3 a.m.- "Jud checking".

"...We must faithfully regore our Church to its former beauy, strive to retain its
unique atmosplere and feding of 'homeliress But we mug also graspthe opportunity to
improve whereve possible so tha future generatonswil | bless usfor our vision.

"...The beadiful ceiing of the Senctuay and the side wall paintings are
irreplaceale”.

"...1987 hasnat bee a good yea for Dover but 1988 holds grea promise as we look
forward to the 120th anniversaryof St Paul's when we can sayagain 'l have loved, O Lord,
the beauy of Thy House'.

"Clergy and ministers of every Christian denomination in the area offered the
hosptality of their churches and halls so that our parish worshp could continue
uninterrupted. The love and prayersof our brothers and sistersin Christ is a soure of grea
consolationard bringsusall into even closerfellowship.

"Words camot adequatly express our admiraton and gratitude for the magificent
men of the Fire Brigade. Their bravely and professiondism filled us with pride. We thark
them for saving our church from totad destruction”.

The fire was a deliberae ad of arson One David Fitzgerald, aged 24, 'of no fixed
addres§ but originaly from Dublin, arrived in the town arourd 1 p.m., askeda posman for
directiors to the Cathdic Church, sd fire to the Church and immediatay left for Canerbury,
where he robbed St ThomasCatholic Church He was appretended by the police afew days
later. A principal witnes in his apprehensio was Pete Erridge, a locd membe of the
Parish Socid Club who was a postman at that time and adualy directel the culprit to St
Paul's. He was,therefore, ableto idertify him in cout. The casewas brought to court andon
Friday, 1983 May 27th hewashandel four life sentence$or seting fire to four churches ard
two years imprisonment for the robbery at Cantebury; all the sentenceso run concurrertly.
He apparenty had a 'grudge against the Catholic Church. The only fire he pleadel guilty to
startig was that at St Pauls. He had started the fire in the disuseal confessiond at the east
end of the church where some empty paint tins and dust covers weretemporaily stored It
spreadrapidly upwards to the roof, along the roof to the westend and completly degroyed
the organ. Sointense was the heat that eventhe organ pipescompletely melted The brilli ant



work of the firemen who put their own livesat risk to save the Churd, ensued that the
walls, bell tower and stained glasswindows were preserve intact. The rosewindow at the
wegd endsuffered some damage (and needel to berepaced dueto the subsequent brittle state
of the glass)and one of the rose windows at the eastend was dedroyed. The 'St Paul'
window at the eastend also neededto berebult. Theintensehea stripped the paint from the
uppe patt of the walls exposng to view the fleur-de-lils and pattern which was part of the
decoration schene mary yeas earier. Of David Fitzgerat, Fathe David Mahe wrote: "We
are proud and grateful that the vigilene of our parshioners helped apprehendthe culprit.
Apart from wanton destruction this young man cau®d angui$ and heatbre&k to marny
people. Let us pray that God will ente his heat and bring him peace. Pray also for his
family".

The 7 p.m. eveningMassthat Friday was transferred to Our Lady of Dover on the
Bucklard Estate and celébrated by Father Lyndon Brown. The Rev Allan Simper and the
parishiones of St Mary's Church of England Church mos generouslymace their church
available for the celebraton of Mass on the following two Sundays Thiswas at the expense
of delaying their own services to a later time at the inconvenierce of their own parishioners,
andthey would have dore it for longer had this been necessary The Catholic Community of
Dover was tremendausly in delt to them for this truly ecumenichgesture. Thesewere the
first Masses in St Mary's since the Reformation, andin such unique circumstarces Who will
ever forger Father Mahe elevating the Saaed Host at the consecation at the High Altar,
illuminated by a shat of bright sunlight? Suchisthe majestc seting of the Mass

Messagesvererecevedfrom all arourd the world - we canonly quae afew here

"I amstill feeling quite stunnel by the news.. you and your peopk arein my thoughts
andprayers. You can rely on any support from me tha you need".+MICHAEL (Archbishop
of Southwarl

"From my siger and myself a message of deepet sympathy.. our prayers ard
thoughtsare with you" RevDr Edward Hughes Sardwich (forme Vicar of St Mary's Churdh
of EnglandParsh)

"News of the disaser has caugd us mucd distress...our sympahy is with you andall
at St Pad's" Councillor Brian Young, Mayor of Dover.

"Having just come through a similar experiene accep our prayes and sympathy and
this little offering towardsrestoratim (E150)" Mothe Concordia & Community, Minster
Abbey.

"For our family, as for so many others...the Church hasbeen the centre-point of all
our family celelrations - Reception into the Church SacramentsWeddings Baptisms,
Funeralsmy Final Profesion.” Sister Jennifer, F.M.D.M., Victoria, Austalia.

"Many prayershawe been sad for you all here.. SisterEileen wasvery distressel at
the news." Sister Aloysea, U.J., Swanga.

"Dea St Pauls...howawful...the parishioners will rally round - in a few monthsthe
Churd will beevenmorebeautiful” Siste Bridie, D.C., Birmingham

A restoraiton fund was openedand £8,00 receved within the first week



Mass was celebrate in the Socal Club next to the ruined church on Rememipance
Sunday, 1987 Novembe 8th, revering to the normd Masstimes, except tha the Surday
evening Mass was abolished henceforth Mass continued to be celebraed on a Sundgy in the
Socid Club for some weeks to come. The weekday evening Masseswere celebratd in the
ConventChgpel of St Mary's Home by kind permissia of the Sistersand confessons heard
in their Sacristy.

Work commencd on making the Church safe The pews were removed and stored at
the Y outh Cusiody Certre on the Westen Heights. The debriswas clearal. Barwicks began
work on ereding a temporary she¢ metd roof suppored on scaffolding, and special
saffolding was erectal to encase the bell tower. By Sunday, 1987 Decembea 20th the
Church was readyto useagain as a temporaty venue for Surday Mass. Asdgstal by young
men from the Youth Cusbdy Centre who were arxious to hep, the interior was given a coa
of white paint. DoverHarbou Board provided alorry and staff to bring backthe pews and to
help in drying out the Churd after its exposue to rainfall, and in the decoating. Donatiors
continued to pour in for the restordion fund, including one from Pais, from Catholics ard
non-Catholics alike.

On the feast of St Edmund, 1987 Novemberl6th, there was a cardlelit ecumenich
serviceat 8 p.m.in St Edmunds Chapelwhen the relic of St Edmurd wasveneratel.

On the afternoon of the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday, 1987 Novemter 22nd,
there was Exposition and Benedictionwith the Conseaation of the Human Raceto Christ the
King and the Litany of the SacredHeat at St Mary's Conventat 3.30 p.m. Similarly, there
was an Advent Service and Benediction at the sane venueone week later on Sunday,1987
Novembe 29th

The Choir at SS Peter& Paul Anglican Churd at Charton held a music evening and
donatedE£136to the Restoratio Fund

There was a joint Card Service with St Mary's Anglican Church on 1987 Decembe
20th at 4 p.m., in their church

The workers on the Channd Tunné site (it was then under corstruction) took a
spontaneows collection for St Paul'sRestoation Fund. Parishimers erecte very effedive
temporay lighting in the Church and the pubic address system was restoed to use A
temporary organ wasinstalled. Christmas Trees were erectel to hide bum marks in different
parts of the Church and the building beautifully decoratel with flowers ready for the
Christmas season.The Childrens Masson Christmas Eve was attended by 500 peqle. As
the evening drew on heaw rain setin. The Church was agan packed for Carol Singingand
Midnight Mass with rain dripping on paits of the congregation and on the altar, but nobody
seemal to mind. In an atmosphee electric with emotion, everyone was pleaseé and grateful
to be in the Church at all. Bishop Jukes was the principal cdebrart at the concekbrated
Midnight Mass and briefly spoke about the analogy between what had happened to the
Church and to its future in the light of the Resurrecton of Our Lord. This was a unique
occasim which manywould remembeffor generéions to come

So a new year dawnedwith the hopethat it would soon seethe restoration of our
Church Thes things however, take time if they are to be dore properl. The Diocese
appointed T. Houlihan & Associates from Londan as the Architeds for the restoration and
prepaation of the drawings began in 1987 Novembe and continueduntil 1988 March. The



Architects very kindly gave their time to attend a specid patish meding on 1983 Januay
18th at 7.30 p.m. in the Social Club to ansver the quegions of parishioners abaut the work to
be undergken Meawhile the Church continued in use with parishiones making minor
improvements

On 1988 Januay 3rd the Choir won first prize (E500 worth of music) in a competition
organised by Oxford University Press.

On Fiday, 1988 Jaruary 8th Siser Angela Hanew ended her term of office as
Superior of St Mary's Home and was moved to Scotlard. She was succeded by Sister
Miriam McGovern.

Ealy in 198 Father Lyndon Brown was moval to Bedkenhan and due to a
continuing shortage of vocations,Dover becane a one Prieg parish From 19838 February
214-28th a number of parishioners accompared by Faher David Maher wert on a specil
Marian Year Parsh Pilgrimage to Fatima. The work of the restorationof the Church was
entustal to Our Lady of Fatima. Bad weathe condtions (galesandrain) resultel in falling
debrisin the Church and Sundy Mass temporarilyreturned to the Socid Club and weekday
evening Masses to St Mary's Convert Chapel Mr Jonatan Slogget immediakly despatched
two membes of staff from Dover Harbaur Board to asses the situation and help put maters
right. The peopke were able to return to the Churchon 198 March 20th. During Lent
Statiors of the Cross and Benedictio took place in the Chapé at St Mary's Home every
Sunday aftemoon. Magnificent Holy Week Liturgies were celebrated in the Church -
everything went smoothi and nomally despie the unusal surraundings.

Father Pa Besttook over the celebraton of the Massesin St Mary's Home: evay
weekdy and Satuday at9 a.m.

Herne Bay Cathdic Sccial Club madea donation of £100to the Resbration Fund and
Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish Broadstairs donated £150.

On 1988 May 4th tendes invited for the restordion work were operned and the
contrect awarded to Kier-Wallis. This contrad would be of 20 weeks duration and accesgo
the Churd would be denied during that time. There was some debate about where the
Sunday Mass should be cdebrated Zetters Bingo Club was suggestedas a possble venue,
but did not prove suitable.

Father Lyndon Brown returneal to the Sccial Club on Saturdg, 1988 May 7th at 8
p.m. for aParis presentton.

A specid Masswith the Sacramert of the Annointing of the Sick wascelebraed on
Sunday, 1983 May 8th at3 p.m. in St Pauls Church.

Acces to the Church ceas@ on May 31st the lag Mass cdebrateal there at noon tha
day being the Requiem for Mr Alf Smith, a long-standirg and worthy parishionerwho had
recently died The chuch was then handed over to Kier-Wallis and the restoraion work
began in earnest

The probdem of a suitabk locationfor the celebration of Sundg Masswas solved.
The Saturdg evening and 8 a.m Sundly Masseswere celebragd in St Marys Convent
Chapel. Dover HarbourBoardagan came to the rescie and offeredthe useof their Socid



Hall asa temporay churchon Sundly mornings. Masswas celebrate there at 9.30 and
1030 a.m on Sundaywith the caretaker ensurng that all the seding, etc, was beautifully
aranged Minute detaik were attendeal to, with dishesof Holy Water beingavaiable at the
entrane to the Hall and parish notices tenporarily disdayed! Father David Mahe was
delighted to have the use of thisHall. Cleaty the Catholic Communty in Dover owed Dover
Habour Board adelt it could not repay, for such a great actof chaiity. This Hall wassituated
abou 100 yards eas of the former SnargateStre¢ Church exadly over the spot wherethe
River Dour flows into the Wellington Dock and nat really that far from the site of the pre-
Reormation Chapel of Our Lady of Pity at Archcliffe Point, or, indeed the start of the
Mission in Elizabeth Streetall thoe yearsago. (The Social Hal was denolished in the
1990s to accommodatéurther developments in the area, which is now a quayside car park).

As the restoratiom work began Mgr C. Sepe of the Vatican Secretariat of State wrote
to Father Maher: "His Holinesswishes you to know tha he invokes God's blessingson you
andyour parishioners’.

Father Innocent Eje (a Nigerian studying in Romé was helping out in the Patish
during 1983 July and August. Father Martin Symons,0.S.B. (Ramsgée - attachel to the
Beredctine Community in Ghana which he established was also helpingin the Paish, so
that Father Mahe could have a'mini-break:

On Sundgy, 1989 Jure 19th the annualDeanety Corpus Christi procession was hdd at
KearsneyManor.

Father Parkinsonandthe parishiones of St John'sat Mongeham donded £210 to the
Restoation Fund.

From late 1988 August until 1989 May, the Deacaon Rev Janes Spercer from St
Johns Seminary, Wonershwasapmintedto sewve in the Paishby the Archbishop

At ameetirg on 1988 Augug 28th, the Socid Club Commitee decide that the profit
from thefirst 'cycle’ of their weekly draw would be usel to purchag a stainal glass window
for the Churdth dedicate to Our Lady of Fatima. (This was subsequetly installed in the
regored building immedately adjacen to the Lady Altar, replacing a window which Father
Tannerhadinstalled, dedicatedo his late mothe, Mary Tanne).

Other dewelopmens in the Parish continued ard it was announced tha St Edmunds
Schod would becone a Compehensve Schod on 198 Sepembe 1st  The lIrish
Chaphkincy in London was able to serd Father David Murphy from Cork to resice in the
Parish with special responsibilty for the Channé Tunnd workers (may of whomwerelrish).
Father David Murphy arrived on 1988 Sepember 25th.

Once again we mug call attention to a strang coinddence the resbration work on
St Paulsto all intens and purposes got underway on 1983 Jure 1st. Building had started on
1867 June 1st Father Tannels mgor redoration started on 1999 June 1st.. Thelad Sundy
Mass in the Church before the work commenceal was the 11 a.m Sdemn Mass on the
Solemnity of Trinity Sunday, 1988May 29th.

Sporntareows gifts from paishioners, ex-parishioners Prieds who had served the
Paishand well-wishers amounting to nearly £35,000 had been received by 1988 July.



Some chargeswere mack to the interior of St Pauls during the restaation work. The
Sarctuaw floor level wasraisedand moved further bad to creat more room in the Church
The Pugn Altar which was temporarly stored at Canterbuy Cathedra by the Dean and
Chapte of Canterbuy (it cog £2,000 to move it there) was brough forward to the centie of
the Sarctuary (now three stepsabove the level of the nave)for the celebraton of Mass. It
was refurbisted and redecoratd for a total cost of £3,590. The entire Sanctuaryfloor was
carpetd in blue. The Sanctuay ceiling was decoratal in dak blue with gold ornamentation
beaing an 'ears of whed' motif, and the roof panels over the nave were painted light blue. A
new tabernack altar was built at the bad of the Sanctuay (cod - £1,800), occupying the full
width of the spa® unde the cente of the fresa and a new rectangular tabernacat 25 in wide
x 14 in high x 14 in deep, clad in silver-platedheaw gauge bras sheet on a 1/4 in thick steel
carcass with a single door and an interior lined in white silk, was installed The new
tabernacé was a gift from the relatives and friends of Father David Mahe from his home
City of Cork, Ireland, and it was dedgned by Laurie Quigley: £5,000 was donaed, with the
tabernacé costing £2,605and the restof the donation financing other improvements to the
Church The new Sarctualy Lamp was a gift from the Cinque Parts Circle of the Catenian
Association, costing £2,162 andbeing mack in the shape of agalleon, in silver. Six new altar
candlesticls in the desgn of a lighthous were mack in silver and Father Laws' chalice
together with other church plate was sent for replating. A new missal stand, silver-plated
and engraveal with a cross on the flat desk surface was mandadured (£375). Two flower
bowls basel on a ships bollard designwere also mace (£790), togethe with a silver thurible
stard (£423). All refurbishmert to pandling andpewsand the new timber items were carried
out by local craftsman Mr Barry D. Gibbs of Classic Restoration. A replacemenh large
crucifix to harg from the roof at the entrane to the Sarctuarly was made and donated by
Major A.J. Evans The Stations of the Cross were beautifully restoredby Carol and Pau
Smye-Rumdy and family. The statie of the Sacrel Heart wasinstdled in the alcove in the
souh aisle of the Church, where a specia sde altar for this purpse had beendonatd by St
Edmunds Comprehersive Schoadl, and a specid stained glass window depicting Our Lady of
Fatima and marking the re-opening of the Church, installed in honour of the Maran Year,
1987-88. The silver work was carried out under the direcion of Mr A.C.Rose of Henwood
Decorative Metd StudiosLtd., The Bayle, Folkestone. Two new paintings Emmaus the
Breaking of Bread;and the Sacific e of Abraham, werepainted by Dr Henry Camgbell, M.A.,
Ph.D, A.C.P.,F.R.SA,, for the Sanctuarywalls, to replae those destoyed in the fire (the
origind paintings had been of the four greatDoctors of the Church: on the Gogel side St
Gregory and St Jerome on the Episte side St Ambros and St Augustine (of Hippo)). A
plinth for the statie of St Josephwas erectad nea Our Lady's Altar in the Church The
window above the old ead end confessiona was bricked up and the entire wall used for a 10
ft high frescopainted by Henry Campbell This was the site of the new Baptistry in the
Church which was sponsord by St Richards School The site also incorporaes a memoria
to the victims of the tragic Zeebruggedisaster of 1987. Carpé tiles were laid in the Organ
Loft and the existing rose window in the west elevaton repacel due to the brittlenes of the
glass. The 'StPau Window' atthe eas end also neededto berebuilt, togethe with the Fathe
Laws memoria window nea the sed of the fire. This work was not completed untl the
Christma Seasonof 1988. The staned glass work was caried out by Gaking Bros., Glas
Merchans, of 59, London Road, Dover; the electricd work by E.R. Longley of 1, Priory
Road, Dover and the sound and ampification systems by Smye-Rumsby Ltd of Snargate
Street, Dover. The 'Loop System for the hard of hearng wasindalled. It rapidly became
apparen that the cog of replecing the pipe organ in its original form would have bee
prohibitive. It wastherefore decided to purchas an Allen Digital Organfor a costof about
£15,000, deferring the replacemen of the pipe organuntil the Patish could more easilyafford
it. A Sanctus Light wasdonated (£32775) and a Lecem for £450. The main contractor was



Kier-Wallis Ltd of Maidsbne, Kent and the Architects were T. Houlihan & Associates of
Croydon,London. Many other organisatims and parishioners gave donaions, including St
Edmunds Comprehensie School. Much of the behnd-the-scenesadministrative work was
handled by Mr Denns Tait, who wasresponsibeé for running the Pari Financessince Father
David Maher arrived in Dover. He atterded meetirgs with Architeds, Surveyors and
Builders and adninisteread the subscriptims to the Restoation Fund.

The days of intensive work in resoring our beautiful Churchshowel very clealy the
involvement of the entire locad communty in the work and the friends of the Parsh around
the world, newand old. The overwheming generosiy of so mary in giving of both time and
money could only be descrbed as magnficert. Our gratitude to them is very degp and Our
Lord will rewad their work.

On Saturday 1983 Octobe 22ndCardind Hume cameto see the restoraton work and
led prayers of thankgiving and prayers for the future of the Paish. He poseal for a few
photographs, gave his blessingand was gone He was returning through the Port from a
Pilgrimage to Lourdes.

On Friday, 1983 October 28th at 7 p.m., the Solemn Massto mark the re-opening of
St Pauls Churct was coneelebrated Archbish@ Michad Bowen was the Principa Celebram
and priess who had worked in the Paish in the pastalso concelelrated, together with the
Deaney Clergy, Father Murphy and Faher Maher The Organst wasBarbara Wentborn and
the Choir Mistress was Mrs VeronicaMitchinson. There wasatrumpéd fanfare atthe start of
the Entrarce Processon, which wasacconpanied by the singing of the hymn All Peopk that
on Earth do dwel. Father Maher welcomead the Archbishopand all the guestsincluding
representative®f the contractors and sub-contractors who had worked on the restoration of
the building. He said that this was very much a day for our parishioners who had endured
suchgrea hardshp and we looked forward to the future in the best tradition of St Pauls. In
reply, the Archbishopspoke of the sene of tremendows joy and tharked the peode for
inviting him. "We mud thark God and recognig tha al good things come from Him". The
choir sangthe Massin A minor by Claudio Casciolini (c1600), edited by R.R. Terry. The
first reading was read by Mr Jondhan Sloggett, ManagingDirector of Dover Harbour Board,
from the letter of St Pad to the Colossans (3: 12-17) and the singing of the Responsoria
Psam andAlleluiawere led by the Cartor, Mr Mark Gravener The Gospel (Luke 17: 11-19)
was read by the Deacon RevJim Spencer

In his homily the Archbishop wantel to reflect on the Gospel of the ten lepers they
were outcass with atotally incurabk diseag and socially abandoned "You hawe great love
for your Church which has undergone a greattraged. | have been reading the book by
Robert Mackenzie,Dover's Catholic Faith: it is amod excelent book There are same very
interesting pictures in it shaving the scorchel shell of the Church There is a beautiful
picture of the crossstill hangingfrom the chared remairs of the rafters. It reminded me of
very similar pictures of St Georges Cathedral, burnedin the War, with ArchbishopAmigo
looking up at the sky...clothed in sincere compassion...@forgive the young man who set the
Chuch on fire; we hope that he makes somehing of his life and does not wase it on
senseéssacts.. God brings goodout of disagers. The Firemenwho risked their own lives;
with grea braverythey saved the walls, bell tower and much of the stained glass. We are
very gratefd to them andthe mentbers of otha Christian Churche for their offers of help,
paticularly St Mary's for accommodating us on two Sundgs; Dover Harbou Boardfor their
great hospitality to us and allowing the useof their Social Hall for Mass on Sundays;the
generosityof countless peode who gave time, enegy and endess sums Many people were



involved in the restaation: suveyas, contradors, insurers, craftsmen artists, lossadjusters
The Church is a beautifu place again,we are delighted with it, a wonderful job hasbeen
done and | congratulate Faher Maher in particular. Well done, Father! (At this point the
congregatio broke into applause) We say thank you often during the day, but our gratitude
is deepy felt and we adknowledge the gred gooddore to us and the needwe hawe for eath
other. My own persad graitude to everyone involved. We alsopraie Almighty God; the
Church is where we assembe as Gods pemle to give Him praise and thanskgiving. We
thank Almighty God, through Our Blessd Lord, espeially through the Eucharst, which
mears thanksgiving Thark God tha no one lost their lives or wasinjured | amgladthatwe
have a beautiful memoral for those who lost their lives in the Herald of Free Enterprise
disaster The Churd has been beauifully restored we rejoice today and offer our prayer and
thanksgiving through Christ Our Lord".

CredoNo. 111 was sung in Latin; the Offertory hymn was And did those fed in anciert
time (Jerusalem) EucharisticPraye |11 was used the Pate Noger was surg in Latin and
during Communion the choir sang The Lord's my Shephed to Brothe JameSAir, arranged
by Gordon Jacob At the end of the Mass, Father Maher tharked everyonefor coming and
invited them to the Parish celebration at St Edmurd's Schod Hall at which the Archhishop
would be present The recessionahymn was Now thank we all our God, followed by the
organ voluntaty MarchTriomphak by S. Karg Elert.

An ablreviatal video of mostof the Massand also containing dramatic scenes of the
fire, enitled Thenand Now was produced by Heathwoal Studios and mace avaiable to
parishioners

On Wednesday,1988 Novembea 16th, the feag of St Edmund an Ecumerical
candlelit sewice took place in St Edmund's Chapé.

Sister Eileen (Annunciata) died at the Ursuline red homein Swansa on Saturday,
1988 Novembe 26th. Aged 83, she had spent 46 years teachingat St Ursulas in Dover.
Appoinked headnistress after the War, sheretired to Swanse in 1983. Apparenly, it is
repored tha sonme young ladies in those days thought that her name (Annunciata) was Sister
‘Nangy Arthur'!

A united Carol Service took placein St Paul's Church on 1988 Decembe 18th at 4
p.m. with Rev Allan Simper (Anglican) andfriends from St Mary's Churd of Englard Parish
andinvolving the choirs of both parishes.

On 198 Januay 14 the newbell outside the Sacrisy was stolen

BishopJukes carried out a ParishVisitation from 198 January 26th - 27th. In his
written report the Bishop wrote: "...This parish hasalways demorstrated a very long tradtion
of lay involvement in the whole life of the parish and this should certainly be
continued. lnevitably the lag two years have been somevhat unsettled...now the chane to
look agah and takestock of how the parish shoulddevebp".

The Churdh was kept closal during the week, except for the porch area It wasonly
openeal for Masses. "We camot risk further loss or dama@", wrote Faher Maher. An
attemp to draw up alist of 'watche's'in order to enalde the Churdh to be kept open failed to
gain the support of enough people.



On Sunday, 198 Februaly 19th (the Semnd Sundiy in Lent), ArchbishopBowen
administered the Sacamen of Confirmation to 75 candidates at 3 p.m. Sone of them cane
from the Duke of Yorks Royal Military Schod and from the Youth Custody Centre and had
been prepare by Father Pat Best

On Sundy, 198 February 26th, the 7 p.m. Mass in St Pauls was arrange by the
Youth Group

On 198 March 19th a Junia SVP Conferene was sd up at St Edmunds School

On Easte Sunday,1989 March 26th, Father Murphy celebrated Mass at Farthingloe
Villageat5.30 p.m. for the Channel Tunnelworkers.

The usud parish May Processia and crowning of the statwe of Our Lady (198 May
14th), UCM Pilgrimage to Aylesford (May 30th), a PentecosVigil from 8.30 to 9.30 p.m.
ard the Deanery CorpusChiristi processionthis time at St Edmunds School (1989 Junel8th)
all took place.

Archbishg Michae¢ Bowen ordaineal the Deacon Rev Jim Spener to the Prieshoad
at a special Mass celebratd in St Pauls Church on Saurday, 1989 June 3rd at 3 p.m. A
Recepion and celebraton were held afterwads at St Edmunds School. Father Spence was
the first Prieg to be ordained in St Pauls and over 30 of his friends were presen for the
occasion A retiring collection had been taken at all Masses in the Parid ealier for a
presentatia to be macke and other contributions were made as well. The Church was packed
for the Ordination Mass. Father Spencer celebrate his first Massin St Paul's on Sunday,
1989June 4th at 9.30 a.m.

The anrual Parish Garden Party took place in the Preslytery Gardenon 1989 July 8th
and from Thursdy, 198 July 13th, 7.30 p.m., the ParishPrayer Group had an hour long
Expositon of the Bless@ Sacrament

Father Innocent Eje, who had helped out in the Parishin the summner of 1988
presened and defended his thesisin Rome on 1989 June 21st and was awaided a Doctorate
in Pagoral Theology with a'Magna cum Laude'. He took up a pog on the staff of the Major
Seminaryin Jos Nigeria, at the end of that summer

Sister Finbarr was transferrel to the Provincial House at Mill Hill on Friday, 1989
August 25th and Sister Bridie Costelo, returning to Dover again, was appointed as Paish
Siste. Siste Farrdly (heal of ReligiousEducaton at St Edmund'sSclool) was appointel to
anew mission in SierraLeone

The annua Pari$ Fun Day was againheld at Kearsrey on Chitty's Playing Field on
1989 August27th.

The Highway programne broadcag on TVS at 6.40 p.m. on Sundg, 198 Sepembe
3rd featurel Father Murphy in the Chapelat Farthingloe Village.

Father Mahea wrote in the Newsletter abou the flowers depictal in the eas (St Pau)
window of St Pauls Church On the left-hard side Almond Blossan symbolises hope in the
cente wild grapessymbolise charity and on the right-handside heliotrope symbolisesfaith.
The white flowers depiced are auricular, the artist's flower.



Following the attrocity perpetrated by the IRA at the Royal Marine Barracks in Deal,
BishopFrancs Walmsley(Bishop to the Forces) and the Dearery Clergy offered a Requiem
Mass in St Paul'sfor the ten victims of the bomhing on the evening of Friday, 1989
Septenber 29th. Bishop Walmsley quoted Cardind Hume's letter to the Commandan
Gereral:

"The futility of suchwanton barbarsm s plain for all to see The pempetratas must
be in no doult that this crime is condemnedby the whole Church astotally agains the Law
of God. Thewhole Cathdic community shaes your sorrow andyourlossand will be praying
for the dead and injured and their families".

"To cal the IRA an 'amy™, sad the Bishop, "was an inault to the decent men ard
women who served their country. What army would shoot in cold blood the defercelesswife
of asoldier?.. The Catholic conmunity hasno sympathy with the IRA".

In 198 October the Rose Window at the west of St Paul's Church was replaced
following the fire damage. The new window had a nautical theme The lighthouseis
representatie of Christ, the light of the world shining out above rocks symbolising the
Church The crescentMoon signifies the glory of the Blessed Virgin Mary and reflects
Heavenly guidance togethe with the stars. The naturd elements combne with the
supernaturaprotectin and direciond guidane given to seafarers The outer triangdar
sectias of the window endose the form of an anchor which isatradtiond symiwol for Christ
and the virtue of Hope. The colours used blue and gold show the traditiond colours of
Heavenly Love ard Holinessof life. Purple signifies God the Father, turquoise Hope. Above
the Roe Window is a small guatrefol depicting the Chi Rho, an ancient Gree&k sacrel
monogram of Christ

On 1990 February 9th Faher Tom Doyle of the De Montfort Fathers was given
permissiam by his Supeiors to work in the Parish "until further notice". Archbishg Bowen
was grateful for his help while Father Mahe was having a'wee rest. Father Wolsoncoft was
also helping out. (Father Doyle's brother, Father Michaé Doyle had also renderedvaluable
sewvice at St Paul'9. Father Doyle left the Paishon 1990 April 2nd.

From the year 1989 into the 1990s, the sudden and dramatc collapse of Communisn
took place in Russia and the former EasternBloc Countries, and Russa returnal to being a
Christian country, in fulfilment of the promise macde by Our Lady at Fatima all thoseyears
ago.

Father Maherbecane ill and had to attend St Thomas'sHospital in Londonfor tests
on anumkler of occasiosin 1990 April and Jure.

Siger Clare Riordan, D.C. died on 1990 April 8th. Born in 1899, she becane a Siste
of Charity in 1920and spent 20 yearsin Dover, 6 yeais asSuperia at St Mary's Convent She
retired to Dover in 1976. Her Requien Mass was celebrated at St Mary's Home on Holy
Thursdgy.

The May Processiontook place at Our Lady of Dover, Bucklard on Sunday, 1990
May 13th. TheUCM annualpilgrimageto Ayl esford Priory took place on 1990May 29th.

Father Mahe returnal to the Parishon 199 June 3rd, prior to returning to St
Thomass Hosptal on Jure 21st. He was agan in the Paish from July 7th-17th



On 1990 Juy 29th Father ChristopherKeen was appointed the new Chapkin of the
Caholic Childrens Society, effective from Septenber. Until then hewasresiden at St Pauls
ard helping in the Parish

Dr Michael Mullins, Vice-Recbr of St Johns Seminay in Waterford, Ireland visited
the Parsh en route to Australia, alsovisiting DeaconRev Tim Murphy from tha semirary
who presenin the Parishfrom 1990 July 6th until the end of August.

On 1990 August 30th50 Christian Pilgrims arrivedin Dover at the end of a170 mile
walk from Chichesterfollowing in the stepsof St Richard They arived betveen4.30 and 5
p.m., when there was a serviceof thanksgving for their safe arrival at St Edmund's Chapel.
They then moved to the Maison Dieu to pray at the place of the deah of St Richard On
Saurday, Segembe 1stat 10.30 am. there wasa SungMassin St Edmunds Chapel. This
pilgrimage had been organise on behatf of the Dioceseof Arundd & Brighton by FaherBill
Haynes Parsh Priestof the Church of St Mary at Guildford.

Father David Maher wasin St Thomass Hospitd in Londonand had a heart by-pas
operation on Monday, 1990 September24th. The Newsktter includeda photograph of him
taken on the Wednesdayafter the operation showing him in a hospitd bed reading the
newspaper He was discharged from the hospitd the nex week to convaksce. He wrote an
open letter to parishiones in the Newsleter dated 1990 October21st He initially went to
KearsneyManor, but then flew home to Ireland to convaksce with his family. He tharked
all hisfriendsin the Paris for their help.

The Fead of St Edmund on 1990 Novembe 16th marked 750 years since the death of
St Edmurd at the age of 65. Bishop John Jukespresided over an ecumenichinter-church
sewricein St Edmunds Chapel at8 p.m.

On 1990 November18th an X-ray locaed a 3/4 in-sized stone in Father Maher's
kidneys. He wasin hospital in Dublin for surgery to remowe it, and badk at home in Cork in
time for Christmas.

Father Thomas Connelly died peacefuly in his sleep atthe ageof 68 on 1991 Januay
17th. He was buried in Chislehur$ on 1991 Jarualy 25th following a concetbrated Requiem
Massat which Archbishop Michad Bowen was the principd celebrant together with Bishop
Tripp, Bishop Jukes and 121 Priegs. A coad of 44 parishiones travelled from Dover. The
recessionkhymn at the funeral was the Lourdeshymn. A Dearery Requien Mass for Father
Connely was concdebratedin St Pauls Church on Friday, 1991 Febuary 8th at 7 p.m.

Father David Maher returned to the Parish on 1991 March 3rd (mid-Lent) to
undetake limited Parish duties

In Spring 1991, the first Paish convoy with aid for Romana depared and was
accompanid by a BBC televisim crew. A Mass of Thanksgivingwas cdebratel on
Monday,1991 May 13th at 7 p.m.

The normd annua May processon took place on Sundg, 1991 May 19th; the UCM
pilgrimageto Aylesford Priory on Tuesdy, 1991 May 28th; the Corpus Christi procession at
Kearsmey Manoron Surday, 1991 June2nd and the UCM GardenParty on 1991 July 13th.

Father David Maher celebratd the Silver Jubiee of his Ordination to the Prieshood



on 1991 Jure 28th. He was the principd cdebrarnt at the Coneelebratel Mass at which
Bishop Jom Jukes O.F.M. Conv.was presat in the Sanctuary He welcomedeveryonest the
start of the Massandsad tha it was very importart for the Parish family to gaher to thank
God for years of achievemert togethe. The entrance hymn was All people that on Earth do
dwel and the Missa de Angelis (MassVII | - Latin) was sung with Credo No. Ill. The Pater
Nosterwas sung in Latin. The first readng was read by RobertMadenzie the Canor for
the Responsoral Psalmand Alleluia verse was Mark Gravener and the Gospel was read by
Father David Murphy. The homily was preached by a visiting pries who congratulated
Father Maher on 25 yeas of loya and devoed savice. He spoke of his work in the
restoratim of St Paul'sChurch andaboutthe priesthood "...priestsare men with faults and
failings, we cannd exped them to be perfect...God choosesthem with criteria differert from
ours...we carit judge themby the standards of the world...what doesGod wart of His Priests?
If we do wha God wants thenthereis no trouble. Gods Holy Spirit will guide them No
man is ever worthy of the vocaion to the Priesthood.it is God's gift. Why he chooses some
men, God only knows...At his Ordination the priest gives over his life into God's
service..ThePriest is not a Doctor, welfare worker, lawyer, or citizers advice worker..." He
ended by saying: "Father Maher, thisis your life". The congregdion applaudel at the end of
the homily. At the end of the Mass Mr Alf Huntley macke a presentatia to Father Maher on
behalf of the Parish to further applause Father Mahe jokingly replied tha he wonderel
why no collection had been taken - it wasnat very Catholic not to take a collection... The
Blessng at the end of the Masswasgiven by Bishop Jukes and the Mass was followed by a
Parish social eventin St Edmunds Schoo| a minibus being laid on to take peaple there
making asmanyjourneys asnecessaf.

On 1991 July 7th Father Maher, writing in the Newslette, thanked parishionas "for
making the parish celebration of my Silver Jubileesud awonderfu occasion...

At the end of the 1991 sumner term Kathleen Huntey retired from teadiing at St
Edmunds Schod after just over 29 years She wasthe last of the 'original’ teaches from
when the Schml openedon 1962May 2nd.

On 1991 Augud 11th it was noted that donatiors to CAFOD from the Parish since
1987 June21st had reacheal £8,699.43.

Father Wolsonaoft left the Parid in 1991 September

On 1991 October 27th it was noted that Father Maher had returned to the Mater
Hosgtal in Dublin and had been diagnosd with a further kidney stone, which was
subsequentl treate by "blastng”. He recuperatd in thewed of Ireland.

On Saturday, 1991 November 16th there was a Solemn Massin St Edmund's Chapé
at 10 am. The Mass was sung by Father Edward Wedrop, O.S.B..(Very ill with termind
carcer, he had travelled from the Pilgrim's Hospice to celebrae the Mass He subsequently
died on Monday evening, 1992 Februay 17th). At 6 p.m. tha day therewas a candlelit
ecumenicéservice in the Chapel.

On 1991 Novembe 30th anaher corvoy with aid for Romana departel from the
Paish Thesewere organisedoy parishione's Chuckand Iris Brennan

A further aid corvoy depaited for Romana on 19 April 20th. The Soci Club
donated £1,200 for alorry when the arrangel group from Yorkshirecould not stop at Dover.



Ten members of the UCM went on the Nationd Pilgrimage to Walsingham by coach
on Tuesdg, 1992 July 7th.

On Tuesdy, 1992 Juy 21st at 7.30 p.m., 27 orphars from Romana (girls aged 9 to
16 years) were welcomed at the Scocial Club and entertained by the Paiish Folk Group They
were presentd with silver crosse and chains

The Parish Scout group undetook atrip to Austria from Friday, 1992 July 24th until
Sundg, August2nd.

Sister Margaret Clare U.J. died in 1992 Augud and he funera took place in
Swansea.

At the request of Father Maher, Ged Watkins and Mrs Moira Sykes of the Laity
Commissim attendel the Sauthwark Diocesa meeting on Priesty formation at St Jahn's
Semirary, Wonershon 1992 Sepember 4th and 5th. This was held in the light of the
Aposblic Exhortation Pasbres Dabo Vobis and was also attended by four Bishops, 31
Priests 20 membes of the Laity Commisson, 18 Deaney represerdtives, 8 Seminaly staff,
11 Saminarians andotherdelegates The meeting was closed by Archbistop Michael Bowen.

The Farthindoe Village for Channel Tunnel workers which had operned on 1989
January8th, closedon 1992 Septembe5th.

From 1992 Septener 19th - 26th, Fathe David Maherand 23 parishioners were on
pilgrimage in Rome Anne Castle wrote aboutit in the Parish Magazire. Seven others
joined the pilgrimage at Heahrow. Masswas attendad at the High Altar of St Petels
Basili ca, visits were madeto the crypt of St Peter'sthe Vatican Museumsthe Sistine Chapel
St Jom Lateran (the Popés Cathedal), the Scah Sancta and Cagel Gardolfo (the Papa
summer residene 15 miles south of Rome) At the Wednesdy Generd Audience the Holy
Father, (now Saint) Jahn Paul Il welcomal "the group from Southwark,England. On
Septenber 24th they all travelled to Assisi and there was a group Massat 3 p.m. in the
Blessel SacramentChapel of the Church of Santa Maria dellAngdi. The Portiuncua Chapel
was also visted On Friday, Sepembea 25th, Father Maher celebrate Mass in St Peter's
Basilicaandmog of the group had front row seats.

Y et andherof the aid convoyjourneys to Romana, seemingly now unde the name of
St Paul's Ranbow Group,departed on 19920October 17th

Masscounts during 1992 Octobe resuted in the attendane figuresavemaging 496 on
aSundy in St Paul's.

Regqular appealsfor altar servers at this time elicited no response.

Dover parishbner Pau McBride took the name Oswal and completed the Novitiate
at Ampleforth Abbey. He madehis Simple Profesion during Solemn Mass at the Abbey on
Sundg, 1992 Decembe 12th

During 1993 it was noted that the Social Club, which had opene&l on 1970 July 17th
had repaira buildings donaed money to the Parish and paid for the heating and lighting of
the Church to thesumof £118,449in total over all thos years



From 1998 February 19th - 22nd Bishop John Jukes was undertakimy a Visitation of
the Parish.

Saurday, 198 April 3rd markedthe 740th anniversaryof the deathof St Richad in
the Maison Dieu. There was a Sung Mass in St Edmurd's Chapé at 10 a.m where the
'Gregprian Singers from London took part.

Archbishop Michad Bowen administered the Sacramen of Confirmation to 16
candidate on Sunday, 1993 May 2nd at 11 a.m Mass. Accampanying the Archbishop, his
Private SecretaryFatherRichard Moth madehis first offici al visit to the Paish

The 125th annversary of the openng of St Paul's Churchoccured on 1993 May 15th.
There was a ParishAnniversay Party in the form of an American Supper at St Edmurd's
Schod from 8 to 11.30 p.m. on S&aurday, May 15th and the 11 a.m. Masson Sunday, May
16th was a Massof specia thankgiving.

"Havewe lost respecfor the BlessedSacranent?

"We hawe had many complaints abou the talking in Church after the Masses-
especialy the 9.30 am....The'raket' is more akin to Fair Day at Cahirmee!...Pleag do not
tred the Houseof God like a marketplace."; wrote Father David Maher in a Newsleter at
thistime.

Father David Murphy left the Parsh on Ascension Day, 1993 May 20th. He was
preserted with a cheque at a Parishparty. Having arrived on 1988 Septener 18th, he
administeredthe parish during the iliness of Faher Maher, he also seved Mongehan and
Sandwich Parishfor five monthsbefore the appointmert of Father Batanan asPaiish Pried
there.

Startirg on 1993 May 29th, Father Maherintroduced the recitation of the Angelusat
the stat of the 6 p.m. Saturday Vigil Massand at the end of the 11 a.m Sundly Mass in St
Pau's Church.

Discussion abou Masstimes in the Paish took place,particularly about the number
of Sunday Masses. The 7 p.m. had beenintroducedfor the beneft of shift workers at the
Channé Tunnelconstuction site (they later had a5 p.m. Mass on site). Ther wasalso a7
p.m. Mass at Buckland. Bishop Jukes wanted the views of parishoneis and Father Maher
noted "It is not encouragng to seethe top half of the Church empty while the bulk of the
congregation are hudded neareg the exit!". Following discusion and consultation Mass
times were changel to: Saturdg 6 p.m. in St Pauls; Sundy at 8 a.m in St Pauls; 8.30a.m.
at KearsneyConvent 9 a.m at St Margard's Bay; 9.30a.m in St Pauls; 10.30 am. at Our
Lady of Dover,Buckland 11 a.m in St Paul's and 6 p.m. at Buckland. Thesewasalsoa 7
p.m. Masson Saturdg in St Marys Convent Bishop Jukes approved theseMass times for
implementation from 1993July 3rd.

On Monday, 1993 Jure 28th at 7 p.m. Bishop Jukes ordained Ged Watkins to the
Pemanrent Deaconat in St Paul's Church. This wasfollowed by a reception in the Socil
Club.

On 1998 June 20th Pau Smye-Rumsby repainted the crossand figure of the large
Crucifix hangingin the Church The Crucifix is 9 ft 6 in tall and 4 ft 6 in wide. His son



Anthony and Mr Stan Newman hdped in erecting the huge scaffold neede to do the job.
Henry Campoell, M.A., Ph.D, A.C.P.,F.R.S.A.wascommissiamed to pairt the pane§ on the
Crucifix.

A SundayMass count at this time reveakd anavera@ attendane of 447.

In 1998 July Henry Camplell, M.A., Ph.D.,A.C.P.,, FR.S.A. was skething scenes
from thelif e of St Pau for the panes on the face of the Choir Loft in St Pau's Church.

Work commencd on 1998 Juy 18th, with contracibors repaintng the interior of St
Pau's Church.

In 1993 August Sister MargaretCamy, U.J. who had spent 18 yearsteaching in St
Richards School went on missionaly work to found an internationd community in South
America.

Father Henry Schembri, S.J. arrived from Malta, landing at Gatwick Airport on
Monday, 1998 August 30th at 10.30 a.m, to take up his appointmert in the Parish. Aged 59
years he hadspert 30 years asa missionaryin India.

Parishione Roy Pierce enteredSt Josepts Semhnary in Dublin in 1993 Septembe to
begin his studiesfor the Priesthoad with the Mil | Hill Missionares.

On 19930ctober9th at 1.30 p.m. Siste Bridie Costello cdebrated the Golden Jubilee
of her Profesion with a concéebrated Massin St Paul'sChurch Father Maher, Father
Schembrj Father David Murphy, Father Tim Murphy, Fatrer Panario,FatherBed, Father
O'Neill and Father Cassdy concelebraked. At that time, Siste Bridie had spent a cumulative
23yeasin Dover: 1957-1964;1975-1984; andfrom 1988.

A summaryof the Paish financia situation in 1993 showed tha "the Social Club
subsidiss the Churd lighting and heatirg and of the ParishRoomsand maintainedthe fabric
of the building’. The Church was completely redecoraed after eradcaing damp paftches.
The celing was repanted white to increase the lighting efficiency. Major roof work was
undetaken to prevent rainwate cascadig down the walls of the Choir Gdlery when the
wind wasin a certain direction. The Choir Galery wastiered to enalbe the membergo see
the Altar and Priestwhen seded. The smal room besice the kitchen was converted into a
changng room for Altar Servers. Paintings from the scenes of the life of St Pau were
installed on the front of the Choir Gallery. The cost was substantilly subsdised by the
Socid Club Committee from the weekly draw. This was gratefully acknowledged.
Expenditure also included: Diocesan Develgpmert Fund, £7,000; Auxiliary Bishop, £380Q
Reired Priess Fund,£360 and Loan to the Diocesg £5,000. The currert accourt containel
£8,070.47

The DiamondJubilee of the Professionof Sister Anne Healy, U.J. (a native of Cork
City, Ireland) took place on 1994 March 13th. In 1958 she had become Ursuline Superiar in
Dover, was respnsible for building a new school in 1960 (Father Tanne laid the foundation
stone on 1960 June 22nd, as we noted eatier) and had beenteachirg at the Dover Grammar
Sahod for Girlsin 1968

On 199 March 20th the new paintings of the scenes from the life of St Pad were
installedon thefront of the Choir Gallety.



Aid convoysdestinedfor Bosnia from the Parsh cortinued into 1994

Brother David Leo, De la Salle Brother of the Christian Schools died at 6 p.m. on
Good Friday, 1994 April 1st He had taught at Castlemounfrom the 1920s until the Second
World War and led the singingof Tenebrae and other Holy Week services in St Pauls at that
time. For 12 yeas in the 1960sand 1970s he lived in Rome and was Secretaryto the Heads
of Religious Congregtions He spent his holidaysat St Margarets Bay where he was well
known to the Annondade Sisters. He would sperd time tending the gravesof the De la Sdle
Brothes at St Jame$ Cemetey and always paid his respets at the grave of Canon Grady, at
who< funerd he had led the singing in 1936 April. He alwaysloved to attend Massat his
'beloved St Pauls. Hisfuneral took place in Oxford on 199 April 12th.

The UCM pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory took place on 1994 June 1 and the coadh
was almog full. Massat 11 am. in this Year of the Family was concekbrated by Bishop
Jukes Faher Schembr and severd othe priests. In the afternom there wasa processon,
Rosay and Beneliction.

Bishop Jukes administerel the Sacramen of Confirmation to 35 candidates on
Thursdg, 199 Jure 1st at a7 p.m.Massin St Paul's Church It was noted that the presene
of only threealtar severswas "disappoining”.

On 19% March 5th it was repated tha the Aycliffe Church building had been
vandalised over the years, even the roof had been damaged A massiveclean up of the
premisesutilising voluntary labou hadbeen taking place over recer weeks

On Saturday,19% April 22nd the UCM celebratd its terth anniversarly in Dover
with a Mass of Thanksgivngin St Pau's at 6 p.m, followed by a celebration at St Edmund's
Sdool.

Siste Louise Bullen, D.C. diedat the Provincial House at Mil | Hill in 1995. Shecane
to Dover in 1940 andspent54 yeass at St Mary's Convert / Homeand had been transferredo
Mill Hill in 199 for extra nursingcare Her Requien Masswas celebratad and her burial
took place at Mill Hill on 1995June 2nd

On Tuesday, 19% June27th the New Technobgy Building at St Edmurd's Schod
(Margaret Clitherow House was officially opened by H.E. Archbistop Barbarito, the Papd
Nuncio to the United Kingdom.

The year 1995 saw the 700th anniversay of the martyrdom of Blesse&l Thoma de la
Hale. The Anglican Caron Tyzak invited parishobnersto a commemosative sevice at St
Andrews Church on Wednesdg, 1995 August 2nd at 7.30 p.m. when an icon depeting the
scere of the martyrdom would be blessed

On 19% August 20th Sister Miriam McGovernD.C., Sugerior for seven and a hdf
yeasat St Mary's Home,was replacedby Sister Anna Marie O'Reilly.

Bishop Jukes underbok a Visitation of the Paishfrom 199% Octobe 26th - 29thand
celebratad a Massfor localteachers at 9 am. on the 29th.

Sundgy Mass attendane in St Pauls Churd during 1995averagel 485



The re-establishmen of the Knightsof St Columba in the Parishwas tried without
any success

On Tuesdg, 1996 Februay 27th a Pilgrimage to Tybum took place offered to all the
Deaney Parishes in honour of locd martyr Blessed Roger Filcock. Mass was celebratd at
Tyburn Convent by Father Laurence Hobbsfrom Deal and a talk was given by one of the
Sisterson the subjed of the English Martyrs who had sufferedat Tyburn.

Siste Dympna Nevin U.J. retired at the end of the school term as Head Teache of St
Richards Schod on 199% April 21st, havng been in the post since 1967. A Mass of
Thanksgivirg was cdebratedn St Paul's Church on Saturday, 1996 April 27th at 6 p.m. This
was followed by an Amerlican Super at St Edmunds Schoolafterwards Many former pupils
travdled long distancesto be there The new Head Teache of St Richard'sSchoolwas Mr
Stephen Grant.

Sister Alice Cronin, U.J. (at St Ursulas, 1959-1983), then retired celebratel 70 years
asanunin 1996 April.

Father David Maher left the Parishto retire on medicd grounds at the end of 1996
August. He wert to live with his family in Cork, Ireland. A presentatia took place at a
Parish Pary at St Edmunds School on Saturday,199% Juy 13th at 7.30 p.m. Father Mahe
expressd his thanks for the event and the presentation



9: Onwardsintothe Twenty First Century

The newly appointed Paish Priestof Dover was Faher Jom Ryan, M.B.E.. Born in
Inniscarg Co. Cork on 1941 Novembea 30th (just outdde Cork City, the birth place of his
predeessor Father Mahe) of afamily of eight, he was eduated at the Nationd Schod until
1955 when he wentto a private boardng school a Mount St Alphonsus, Limerick. In 1960
he joined the Seminaryat St Kieran'sCollege, Kilkemy to study Theology and Philosophy
andwas ordained with 32 others on 1966 June 5th by Dr Peter Birch. His first appointmert
was to Our Lady Quee of Peace, Eag SheenRichmord on 1966 July 20th. His first Paiish
Priestwas Father Howard Tripp (later Auxiliary Bishop in the Diocese). He served in St
Michaels, Chathamfrom 1970 untl 1972, when he was askal to becone a Chaphin in the
Royal Navy. He had the opporunity to serve with the United StatesNawy in soutern
California and the Wesern Pacific. He left the Navy in 1988when appointed Paiish Priestat
St Francs de Sales Parish, Hartley. He remainel there until appointed to Dover in 1996,
where hearivedon WednesdayAugust 28th.

Also resident with Father Ryan in the Parish was Fathe Philip Tandoh He was born
in Sekordi, Ghanaon 194 July 7th andordained on 1983 July 24th. Hisfirst palish was St
Paulsin Sekondj where hewasAssistarn Prieg from 19831987, in charge of 16 outstations
In 1987 October he was sent on special assignnent to the Dioces of GrandBassonin the
Ivory Coad. He was Parish Priest of Notre Dame de L'Assumpion, KoumassiProdomoin
Abidjan, the captal of the Ivory Coag from 1988-1992. He returned to Ghanain 1992
Octobe where he was appointed Parsh Priest of St Theresa, Bibiani. He had been in
Englard on study leavesince 1994 March 26th and was to continwe his studies in Busines
Management at the University of Kent at Canerbury in 199 October

On the advice of the Bishop, Father Ryan had been seeking a suitable candidag for
the postion of Parish Secretay. Announcel to the Parish before his arrival, he appointed
Mrs Veronica Mitchinsa to the post

On 19% Sepember 8th it was announced tha Sister Bridie Costllo, D.C. would be
transfering to the community in Bristol in October asSuperior. A Thanksgivng Mass was
celebrated in St Paul's Church on Monday, 199% Sepgembe 30th at 7 p.m., followed by a
reception and preserdtion in the Socid Club afterwands. Sister Bridie thankedeveryone for
the eventandthe very generos dondion.

On 1996 Septenber 29th the sudden deah of FatherPa Best took place. His body
wasbrouglt into the Church before the 7 p.m. Mass on Tueglay Octobe 8th. Bornin 1928,
after Army senice he studied for the Prieghoad at St Augustne's House,Walworth and St
John'sSeminay, Wonersh Ordaned in 1957, he sevedin Maidstone,Whitstable Balham
and Addiscombe before going to Sheernesin 1974and being appointedParis Prieg there in
1975. In 1978 he movedto Cheriton andin 1983 was appanted to the Chaphkincy of the
Duke of York's Royd Military Schod and the Young Offende Institute at Dover. His hedth
had not been good for sone time (he was also a diabetc). The Requiem Mass was
celebrated in St Paul'sChurdh on WedhesdayOctober 9th at 12 noon. Archbish@ Michaé
Bowen wasthe principd celebrant The ently hymn at the Requem Mass was Faith of our
Fathers, the Ordinary of the Masswas sung in Latin, with the Communion hymn The Day
thou gaved, Lord, is ended and the Sale Regima. The recessioniahymn was O Lord, my
God,when | in awesome wonder. Father Bed's family extendel their deepes gratitude to the
Paishfor such an hosptable and respetful atmosplere. Father Beg wasburiedin the local



cenetery, his family saying "He loved Dover so much that the obvious decsion was to bury
him hererathe than elsewhere

Bishop Jukes askel the Parish to assume responsibiliy for the Masses at St Mary's
Home and the pastord care of the Duke of York's Royal Military Schal and the Young
Offendels Insitution.

Sunday Mass attendane in St Pauls Churdch during 1996averagel 501

On 19% Decembe 26th at the 10 a.m Mass Mr Alf Huntley was presentd with a
long serviee meda for serving for 60 yearsard Mr Bernad Doolin receivel a meda for 30
years service.

Bishop Jukes concelebraed the Induction Mass for Father Ryan on Thursday,199%
Octobe 31stat 8 p.m.

On Sunday,1997 Januay 5th Father Ryan sent out a questonnairewith the weekly
Newsktter aking for opinions abou the Parsh. He wrote: "...From my persond
obsewrations to dae the Parishis a happ one and has many strengthsand (is) full of
goodwil andsupport Mary pemle are activein manyways in the Churd..."

Father Mahe wrote to parishiones:

"Dea Friends. Greetngsfrom Ireland...lam overwhelmedby the letters and cards |
have receved and thark you for your goad wishes..Life here continues at a drasticaly
reduce pace and | am at last, physically begnning to feel the beneft, despte a short spellin
hosptal after minor heart problems and some panful experieces with kidney stores - now,
mercifully, "passal on"! Spiritually, | missthe involvemen of parish life, and often think of
you all...I am able to celebrate Massregubrly and pray for you often and ask tha you too,
will remenber mein your prayers"”.

On Sunday,1997 Januay 26th, in the Newsleter, Fathe Ryan thankedparishiones
for the large respons to the questonnaires and said tha they provided much food for
thought Therewere little or no criticisms all were very positive and geneally expressed
satisadion with the managenent of the paiish.

A Mother and Toddle Grouwp startel meeing in the SocialClub from 9.15 until 11.30
am. onweekdgs.

The 1997 February edtion of the Parish Magazine was the last to appea in the then
current A4 format and the editor Mr Jom Huntley tharked all thosewho had supported him
overtheyears. FaherRyan announedtha asmall groupof parishiones wereappraisirg the
format of the publication. At the request of Father Ryan, Robet Mackenze wrote in the
Newsktter on Sunday, 1997 February2nd: "Following apprasal, a new editorial team for the
Parish Magazine has been set up consising of Fathe Ryan Father Schembri, Robert
Mackenzie (editor), Nicholas Harby and John Huntley (Producton and Advertising). The
magazire will in future be known as St Paul's Parish Magazne, publishedquaterly, appea
inanew A5 formatand will befree of charge...”

On Sunday, 1997 April 13th it was anrounced that the Archbishop had appointed
Father SchembriasParis Prieg of Minster, in Thanet. A farewell Massfollowed by a socia



evening in the Socal Club took place on 1997 June 10th. Father Ryan tharked Father
Schembi for hiswork in the Parish.

Parishione Steven Fsher was ordained to the Diaconae at St Jdhn's Semnary,
Wonerd on 1997 Jure 28th

On 1997 July 20th the Archbishop apponted Father John Weatheill as the new
AssistantPriestin Dover. He had been Ordainad to the Priesthood in St George's Cathedral
on 1997 July 13th. He studied at the Beda Coll ege in Rome (a Seminay for late vocatiors),
having converted to Catholicism while a studert at Oxford University, where he achieve a
degreein languages.He worked abroad for a bank for manyyears Father Weatheill arrived
in Doveron 1997 August1st cdebratng the eveningMass at 7 p.m.

The Dea®n Rev Steven Fisherarrived in the Parish on 1997 July 20th for a two week
stay and preachd at all SundayMasses on August9th-10th.

Parishione Oswald (Pau) McBride, O.S.B. was ordained a Deacam at Ampleforth
Abbey on 1997 August 10th. He had also justgained a First at Oxford University (M.A. in
Theology), obtainirg the highes marks ever achieved in the Ampleforth Community...a well
as alread being aqualified medicd doctor.

The certenay of the Conseaation of St Pauls Church was celebrate at a specal
evening Mass on Thursday,1997 Sepember 25th at 7 p.m. The entrance hymn was All
peopk that on earth do dwel, the Ordinaly of the Mass was sung in Latin (Missade Angelis -
MassNo. VIl 1, with Credo No. I11); the Offertory hymnwasPraiseto the Lord, the Almighty,
the King of Creation. During the distribution of Holy Communion,the Choir sang The
Lord's My Shephed (Brother James Air by Gordon Jacots). Father Weatherill preaded the
homily. After the Mass therewas a Paris socid event(American Suppe) at St Edmund's
Sahool.

At the annud Peae Light Sewice in St Pauls Church on 1997 Decembe 11th the
Church was almog full and abou 30 churches and scouting groups sent represenéatives The
Peae Light was brough from Bethlehen to the Paish.

The year 1998 was proclaimed the Yea of the Holy Spirit. The anrual Dearery
Pilgrimage to Tyburn in honour of Blesed Roge Filcock took place on Febwary 27th.
Father Weatheill stated a seriesof Lenten Reflections in the Presytery on March 5th at
2.30 p.m, repeatd at 7.30 p.m. Bishop Jukes carried out a ParishVisitation from March
21st22nd. The May processio took place on May 3rd and the UCM Pilgrimage to
Aylesford Priory on May 27th. Bishop Wamdey (Bishop to the Forces)admnisteredthe
Sacramen of Confirmaion at the Duke of Yorks Schod on Junel4th. This was also the
date of the Deanely Corpus Christi processia at Kearnsg Manor.

Deamon Rev Ged Watkinsleft the Parish on 1998 May 10th

Father Pete Ayoung Maguin from the Archdioase of Khartoum in the Sudan was
helping in the Parish at this time.

On 1998 June 27th at Massat 12 noon, Bishop Tripp ordainel parishionerthe Rev
StevenFisher to the Prieghood in St Pauls Church This was followed by a Reception Buff et
in St Edmund'sSchod afterwards. On the following day, Sunday,1998 Jure 28th, Faher



Fishe celebraed the 11 a.m.Mass andgavehis first blessimg afterwards.

Father Rorald Sdmon, who had been appoined to Dover after his Ordination and
served here as Asdstart Priestfor 10 yeas, died aged 82 in 1998

Father Jahn Otieno arrived from Kenyaon 1998 July 5th to assistin the Parsh for a
year.

Father Geoffrey Dove died and his Requian Mass was celebrate at Kearsng Manar
on Tuesdy 1998 August 4th at 12 noon.

Father Peter AyoungMaguin returned to the Sudan after assiging in the Paish for the
few months

On 1998 November 8th RobertMackenze retired from the pog of Parihh Magazine
Editor and on Novemberl14th from 10 am. to 4 p.m. Father Maxwell-Stewart led a Day of
Prayer for the Dearery, arangel by the Deanery Pagoral Council. Also, during that
weekeml of Novenber 14th-15th Fathe Weatheril temporarily swopped parisheswith Father
Fisher (Father Weatheril had beenDeaca at Dartford for the sunmer morths before his
Ordination), with the latter celebraing Massat St Pau's.

During 1998 ParishMass attendana averagd 500 peopk anda Parish Meetng was
attended by approximatdy 60.

During 1999 it wasnoted tha Father Ryan visited St Richard'sSchod oncea week
and Father Weatterill mantaired contad with St Edmunds School. Mass was cdebratel in
the schools, but attendane atthe Massin St Edmurd’'s Schod wasnot goad. There wasalso
aproblam in recruiting Altar Servesin the Parish.

On 1998 May 30th it was announceal that the Archbishop had appointed Father
Weaherill to be Parish Priest of an inner London parish He moved to St Gertrude's,
Bermondgy on Monday, June 28th, but returnal to celebrate a leavng Massin St Paul's
Churdh on Friday, 1998 July 9th at 7 p.m,, followed by a social evert afterwards in the Social
Club. Father Weaherill thankel everyore, induding for the presatation of avery geneous
cheque. Father Weatheill wasaso appointed to work in the Diocesan FinanceOffice and
was subsegently appointed a Canon of the Cathedmal Chapter.

On Sundy afternoon 1999Junel3th, the Sacramenof the Sick was administered at
a specid Masscelebrate in St Paul's Church The SVP Conference arrange transpot for
the sick parishioners and 19 of themwere amointed.

In the summerof 1999 Mrs MaureenJohnsta retired after teachng at St Richard's
School for 27 years

Parishione Rev Oswald (Paul) McBride, O.S.B.was Ordainal to the Prieshoad at
Ampleforth Abbey on Sundg, 199 June 27th. The newly ordained Father McBride
celebraed Mass in St Pauls Church on Tuesdg 199 July 6th and spert aweek in the Parish.
He celebratd many of the Massesduring the week, includng his first Latin Mass at St
Edmunds Chapé on Saturday, July 3rd at 10 am. He had been an Altar Sewer in the Paish
for many years and said tha the seed of his vocaton were nurtured here



The Parishsenta coad load of parishioners to Father Weatheril's Indudion Mass at
Bermadsey on Sunday,1999July 25th.

It was announcel that Fathe Jom Otieno would be continuing to stay in the Parsh
andthat the retired Priest, Father Tony Pyle (then residen in Deal) would becone patt of the
Parishteam.

On 1999 November 14th it was announced that Anglican Pries, Father Gary Gill
would be staying at the Preslytery for sonme time. He wantel to come into full communion
with the Catholic Churdh and was unde instruction. Dover was his home town. He was
subsequently receivedinto full communion with the Catholic Church at a special Mass of
Thanksgivingon Tuesday, 1999 Decembe 7th, followed by a small reception in the Soaal
Club. It was announcd tha hedesied to becomea Catholic Priest

On 199 Decembe 31stat 6 p.m. a '‘Millennium Clocks' celebraton beganin the
grounds of Dover College with an eaumenica service of reflection led by Christians togethe
in Dover. About 500 pele took pat. Ead of the lanterrs waslit from the flame of the
Bethlehem Peace Light, originally broughtto St Pauls Churd by the Degy Sea Fellowship
Scoutingmovemen. Thiswas followed by a processia to the sea front.

The GreatJubilee of the Year 2000 arrived, marking the start of the third Christian
Millennium and Father Ryan macde printed copies of information on the associatd
indulgences and the Holy Father Pope Sairt Jchn Pau IlI's Encyclical avaiable to
parishioners

On 2000 April 30th it was announce that Father John Otieno would be staying in the
Parish for a further two yearsand that Father Gary Gill was beginning his studiesfor the
Catholic Priesthood

The amual May procesion took place on Sunday,2000 May 7th and the UCM
Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory on May 31st. Aylesford had been desgnatedby Archbishop
Bowen asa shrine whetre the JubileeIndulgene could be gained

On 2000 June 11th Mrs Veronica Mitchinsan resignedas Paish Secretary and left
Doverfor newemploymentwith the Dioceseof Clifton, in Bristol. She would beliving close
to other memkers of her family. Fathe Ryan tharked herfor her work and wished her well .
She had been organistfor nearly 30 years and ran the Choir for 18 years. An American
Suppe, farewel presertation evening was arrangedat St Edmund'sSchod for Saurday,
2000 Juy 15th. Mrs Mitchinsonthankel everyone for the enjoyableand emotiond evenng
and arrangel for the 11 a.m. Mass on Augug 13th to be celebratedfor all ther intentions.

A coach load of parishioners travelled to Aylesford Priory on Saurday, 2000 July 8th
whete Archbishop Bowencelebraed Massas part of the Mil lennum Celebrations

Father Jom Otieno'sSuperior arrived in the Paish and concéebrated the 11 a.m
Mass with Father Ryanon Sundg, 2000June25th.

Father John Otierno returned to Kenya, Africa at the end of 2000 Octobe. A
presentation to him was mace in the Socid Club after the 11 a.m Mass on October 29th. He
expres®d his thanks for the very gererows donaton, and alsoto thosewho had given him
separag gifts of moneyandotheritems



Father Francis Ackaah-Mensah from the Dioce® of Wiawsq Ghana arrived in the
Parish on 2001 Februay 16thto assstfor a period of two years

Archbishop Bowen wrote to Father Galy Gill inviting him to make plans with Bishap
Jom Hine for his Ordination to the Prieghood. Asaprelude, he becamean Oblate Novice of
the then Benedicine Abbey, Ramgat on Sunday,2001 April 29th at a Mass celebrate
there at 3 p.m. He was then Ordainedto the Deaconatet St Pauls Church on Friday, 2001
June8th at 7 p.m. by Bish@ Jom Hine. He was sub®quenty ordainel to the priesthoa in St
Paul's Churchatthe 11 am. Mass on Sunday 2001 Decenber 9th by Bishop Jom Hine.

Sister Anne Healy, U.J.died in 2001 July.

Nearthe end of 2001 Fathe Tony Pylewas in hospitd recovering from a heat attack.
Duetoill health he did not retum to helping out in the Paiish.

The Paridh Magazineceased publication in 2001.

The year 202 saw the Ursuline Order celebrate 100 years in Dover (19022002.
They arranged somne celebratoy centenaryevents culminatingin a Massof Thanksgiving in
St Pauls Chuch on Monday,2002April 8th at6 p.m.

On Sunday,20®2 June 2nd at 11 am. a specid Mass was celebraed for the Golden
Jubilee of the accessia to the throne of Queen Elizabeh Il. Spedal readings authorisel by
the Episcopd Conferance of Engand and Wales were usedand the Nationd Anthem was
sung at theernd of Mass,before the Angdus.

On Friday, 20@ June21st a 7 p.m. Bishop John Hine Ordaned parishiorer Roy
Pierce to the Priesthood for the Mill Hill Missonaies. Father David Mahe returned to the
Parish to atterd the Ordination Mass. Father Roy Piere celeorated his first Mass on
Saurday, 2002Jure 22nd at 10 am. in St Pauls Church.

Father Gary Gill was seving asChagain to the Duke of Yorks Royd Military School.
Mass was cdebraed in their Chapel at 8.45 a.m every Sunday. One studert was received
into the Church and five were later Confirmedin St Paul's on Jure 18th

In 2002 Augugd the Young Offender's Institute cease to exist and was convered into
an Immigration Removal Centre The regular Chgplains from the Parishto this new Cente
were FatherGaryGill and Mr Nicholas Harby.

In 2002 Decembe the Archdiocese approvedplans for a new starcase to the Choir
Loft in St Pauls Church. Under the terms of modem Health and Safetl requiremerd the old
metd spiral staircae was deemead hazardous (indeed there had beena few accidents on it
ove the years). The total cost of the new staircasewas £8260 and installation was
completed on 2003April 7th. Theold metd spird staircag was sold

Father Francis AckaahMensah returnedto his home Dioceseon 2003 Jaruary 28th to
open a new parish. His lag (farewell) Masswas celebrated on Sunday, Jarualy 26th at 11
am. andwas followed by a buffet in the Socid Club.

The annud Deaney Pilgrimageto Tybum in honou of BlessedRoge Filcock took
place on Thursday, 2003 Februay 27th unde the spiritud direcion of Fathe Jeff Cridland



At thistime, Fathe Rolo, a Flipino Prieg was residett in the Parid and assistig for
a few weeks Father Rolo was a Salesan who had just completed a year of study at St
Anselm's Institute in Cliftonville. He remained in Dover until 2003 August 25th and
celebrated the 11 a.m Masson August 24th. This was followed by a small buffet in the
Sacial Club.

The Archbishop appointed Father Gary Gill as Paish Priest of Holy Cross Plumstead
Common Sout London. He celebratd his farewel Mass on July 20th at 11 a.m, which
was followed by a small buffet in the Social Club and a presentatiom. He left the Parsh on
July 22nd.

Father Josephlrawiah from Ghana(Ordaired in 1986) arrived in the Paris to help for
atwo yearperiod on Tuesday 2003 July 1st

Father BhagyamChinnébathin arrived in the Paishfrom India during 2003 Augug to
similarly assig for up to atwo yearperiod

Scaffolding could be seen on ead side of St Paul'sChurchin mid-2003 December
Same roof dates had comeloose and someothers hadto bereplaced

In early 2004 Janwary an underground leak had been found in the Church certral
heating system. While work was in progressinvestigatng and reparing this, weekdy
morning and evening Masse were celebratd in the Sacristy

On 2004 Januay 25th, the Churd suffered some damag by the entrane of arobbet
He smashedthe glassdoor on the right hard side of the porch asyou ente the Church and
pilfered the moneyfrom the candk box: approximately £10. Father Ryan statal tha the
securty of the Churd was to be assssal. The glass door wasrepairal by March 14th and
the Church (porch only) was open ead day untl 4 p.m. In the interim it had been kept
locked all day except at Masstimes

On Saurday, 2004 April 24th, Michad Dochery was Ordaine to the Priesthoad at St
Mary's Catholic Church Egremont Cumbria. He had been involved in St Pauls Paris for
mary years as a Catechist Choir membe and teacher at St Edmunds School He studied for
the Priesthodl at the Venerable English College in Rome.

On Sundg, 2004 May 16th it was anrmouncedthat the Daugtters of Charity (St Mary's
Home) would be leaving the Parig in 2006 March

On Sunday,2004 Juy 11th it was annourted tha the Archbishq had appinted
Father Ryan asParishPriestof St Mary of the Crays in Crayford, located in the Borough of
Bexley. FatherRyanwrote:

"It wasmy reqed to se& a new appoirtmert as| fed tha this Pari$ now needsa
newvision

"Your new Pari Priest is Father Pete Madden. He hasvisited us and is looking
forward to coming from Crayford (a dired swap on August 31st He wasborn in Surey,
attenda St Joseh's College and spent his early career in accouriangy before studying for the
Priesthood to be ordainel in 1974".



Father Ryan stated that on Sunday,August29th there would be a small buffet in the
Social Club after the 11 am. Mass A brief history by RobertMackenze would be pulished
as anaddendunto the Newsletter for a few weeks.

Father Ryan continued:

"Father Maddenhas served in Tolworth, Canterhury, the Travelling Mission in Kent,
was Paris Prieg at Pak Wood in Maidstore Sout for same yearsand then was Parish Prieg
at Crayford. He loveswalking, swimming, campng, gardening andcooking He is a Priest
of gred Pastaral experience | wish him and you every blessng for the future. He will be
celebrating his first Massin Dover on August31g¢ at7 p.m.".

The Induction Mass of Fathe Pete Madden as Paish Priest of Dover was
coneelebratel with Bishop Jom Hine as the principd celebrant on Friday, 2004 Sepembe
10th at 7 p.m. The entrancehymn was Praise my soul, the King of heaven the homily was
preached by Bishop Hine and the letter of appointmeh wasread by the Dean, Father Roger
Nesbitt. Fathe Madden then took the sdemn oath requred which included a public
Professionof Faith (the Nicere Creed) anda declaratim of belief in all the teaching of the
Church..."especisy the teachng concerning the mystey of the Holy Church of Christ, the
Sacaments the Saciifice of the Mass and the primacgy of the Roman Pontiff". During Holy
Comnunion the Choir sang the Motet O taste and see (Vaughan Williams) and the
recessiond hymn was We hawe a gospel to proclaim Everyone was invited to the Socél
Club for refreshmaents after the Mass

BishopJoji, Faher Bhagyam Chinnabathini's Bishop (and his Uncle) was staying at
the Presbytery for 5 daysarourd 2004 Septemter 15th They concelebrated a V otive Mass of
the Sacrel Heat in St Paul's Church on a Friday evening.

Father Madden visited both the schools and invited themto install and maintan their
own noticebaards in the Church. StRichards School subsejuertly proceededwith this.

On Sunday, 2004 Octobe 314 Fathe Madden wrote that he wanted to buy a Book of
the Gosyels to be kept close to the Sancuary in the Church and usedin procesion at the
Liturgy of the Word during the Mass. He invited donorsto cortribute to the cog in memogy
of somespecial occasionor person

On 2004 Deceanber 5th FatherMadden wrote "After Christmas | shall be on my
own for sevenl weeks sothere won't bea Massevery weekdy. If anyof the ministess of the
Eucharist would be willing to lead a Euchaistic sevice [= Liturgy of the Word and Holy
Communion] | would like to know sotha we canprepare.!.

A Mass of Thanksgving for theimmens work undetaken in Dover on the occason
of the departue from the Pari$ of the Daudhters of Charity was celelrated in St Pauls
Church on Friday, 2005 Februaryl17th at 7 p.m.. The principd celebrant was Bishop John
Hine andthe homily was preache by Father Fergus This was foll owed by arecepton in the
Hall.

On 2005 March 6th Father Bhagyam Chinnabathim returned to India (sone years
later he was appointed Bishop of a dioce® in India) and the Vicar Gereral of the Diocese
askal Fathe Valentine Nna Nna Nurachukuru from Nigeriato stayin Dover.



Father Michad Doyle (who had assiged in the Parig in the pas) diedon Wednesday,
2005 April 15th.

Father Valentine Nna Nna Nurachukuru left the Paiish on Wednesday2005 August
3rd to move to the Sacred Heat Church Cambemwell. Father Madden wrote in a letter to
parishioners "The Archbishop has appointadl only ONE priest to the Paish of St
Paul..Looking at the financesof our Paish, | do not consder that we canafford to ‘employ’
andherpriest.."

Following consutation, the final 8 am. Sunday Massin the Parish was cdebrated on
Octobe 16th. There would also no longer be an 8 a.m Mass on Holydaysof Obligation or
on Christmas Day. Father Madden aso repored paying the annua insurance for the Churd
buildings:a cost of neaty £5,000.

Friday evenirg Massesin St Pauls generaly cease and were replaced with a Mass at
10 a.m, followed by Exposition of the Blessal Sacramenfrom the end of the Mass until 11
a.m

On Friday, 2006 October 26th the St Pau stained glass window in the Churdh was
damagel by abrick.

Sunday Mass attendarce in St Paul's Church during 2005 Octoberwas an avelage of
323 paishioners.

In 2006 February contracs were awardel for repars to the mod bady damage of the
stained glasswindows in the Church. It was noted tha £2,600 was needel to proted the
windows on each side of the building and a further £600 for the St Paul window above the
Sanctuary. Within two weelks donatiors of £2,200 werereceved Work commencel in late
April, with the south side windows being protected extemally with polycarbonae sheeing
(the same materia that riot shields are made of). Protective metd grills were fitted to the
exterior of the St Pau Window and the Rose Window above the Lady Altar. The find phase
of the work took place in Decemter with the fitting of polycarbonge protective sheeing to
the north side windows. The total funds donated amaunted to £6,286.® and the total cod of
the work was £7981.81, the deficit being made up from the gererd Parish fund. Father
Madden tharked all those who had contributed

Father Humphrey ChineduAnamaja from South Africa wasresident in the Paish to
cover for Father Madden's summer holiday during 2006 July. During his holiday in France,
Father Madden prayed at the tomb of St Edmurd Rich in Pontigny.

A Paish Meeting recanmended to withdraw the use of Pari$ premsesfrom the
Socid Club, but Father Madden decidal to give the Club anothe chane for the currert
committee to accep revised working condiions and to attemp to control the excesss of
behaviourwhich had led to the recen letter of compkint from the Dour House Managemert
Committee andother problems.

On 2006 August 27th it was noted tha the cemen wascrumbling away from the Rose
Window at the weg end of St Paul's Church and both extenal and intemal repairs were
neectd. The necessarwork wasundergken, with scdfolding erected at the western(front)
elevation of the Church during 2006 Novenber. At the same time, a survey was also
underteken of the tower and the bell.



A special Sung Mass was celebrateal in St Pauls on 2006 Septembe 28th at 7 p.m. to
mark a new fead of Our Lady, Starof the Sea (Bishop Thomas Burns, Bishopto the Forces
had been authorised to keep this feast) Deacam Rev Dan Mulcahy from Whitstabke
(Aposteshp of the Seg preachd the homily. Prayers were sai for all those involved in the
Port of Dover and its allied activities.

On 2006 October 15th Father Madden annoured his intention to alter the times of
Confessim in St Pauls Church on Saurdaysto 1030 - 11 am. and 5.30- 5.55 p.m..

On Tuesday 2007 March 6th at 7 p.m. the Mass was celebratel for the victims of the
Herad of Free Enterprise disager and their families on the occason of the twentieh
anniversary. The Church was open all day for peopk to visit the memorial, pray before the
Blessa& Sacramenhand light a candle

On Sundgy, 2007 Jure 10th Father Madden announced that the then Paiish Secretary,
Mike Nice had beenvery ill in hospitd and not working for quite sone time. He askedfor
hep for about 12 hours per week

Father Humphey Chinedu Anamap returned to the Parish to cover for Father
Madders sunme holiday during 2007 July.

On Sunday,2007 Septenber 16th Father Maddenwrote tha he had celebrated Mass
at the Duke of York's Royal Military Schod for two and a half years and not on one occason
was it possibe to start on time. There were also othe diffi culties and he had brought the
arrangemert to an end. He had offered themMassin St Paul's Church, but this was declined

The 110th anniversaryof the Consecation of St Paul'sChurchwas celebratd at the
Mass on Tueglay, 2007 Segembe 25th at 7 p.m. Therewas a smal celebgtion in the
Presbytery afterwads.

During 2007 Octobe in compliance with the Child Protection legislation a window
was installed into the doar of the Confessionalin St Pau's Church Later that month Father
Madden had aneye operdion.

A candlelit Mass was celebratedin St Edmurd's Chapé on the Feas Day, Friday,
2007 Novemberl6th at7 p.m.

Massin Polish for the growing locd Pdish Community was celebraéd in St Paul's
Churd on Surday, 2008 April 6th at 12.30p.m. Thes continued until 2008 Junel5th when
Father Krzysetof said that they would cease until further notice.

Father Madden announcel on 2008 April 13th that the resicue of the estae of
Margare Cecilia Fdlowes (died 2007 July) had been left to the Paish, the sum being just
unde £20,000.

The 140th annversary of the opening of St Paul'sChurd took place on 2008 May
15th.

A new Church noticeloard, fixed to the front exterior of St Paul'swasin placein
2008 Junearnd had been paid for by a benefacto at a cost of £900Q



The Holy Father, Pope Benedct XV | declared a Year of Sairt Pau to run from 2008
June 28th until June29th the following year.

Father Humphrey Chinedu Anamap again returnel to the Patish to cove for Faher
Madders summe holiday during late 2008 June

Siste Bridie Costelb died in 2008 July, her Requien Mass and burial taking place at
the Provincid House at Mill Hill on Tuesday,Juy 8th. Her sister, Sister Lily, wrote and
thankel the Paishfor their sympathy, numeroudMasses messagesandprayers

It was possibk to gain the Pleraery Indulgene for the 2,000h anniversay of the birth
of Sant Paul in every Church and Chapé of the Diocese on the Solemnity of Jure 29th and
the Feas on Januay 25th

Canm Pearsa celebrded all the Massesin St Paul's on Sundg, 2008 Septembel4th
while Father Madden wasawayfrom the Parish with the Ministry-to-Priess sugport group.

On Thursdy, 2008 Octobker 9th at 7 p.m. Faher Roy Pierce visited the Pari$ to
celebrat a Mass for the repose of the soul of Sister Bridie Cogello. Ther were
refreshnents in the Hall afterwards.

On Sunday, 2008 October 12th Bishop Pau Hendriks (Auxiliary for the S.W.
LondonArea) repreented Archhishop Kevin McDonald who was too ill to be present, and
administeredthe Sacramen of Confirmaton at the 11 a.m Mass. He alsocelebratd the 6
p.m. Vigil Masson the Satuday. There wasa recetion in the Hall after the Confirmation
Mass.

It was noted that 2008 was the first time for many years tha no one was paid for
working in the Parshand expense were thus reduced

Various groupsin the Pari$ were askedto volunteer to takeit in turns to lead the
Stations of the Crosson Surday afternoonsin Lent.

In late 2009 March work wasundeway repairing the Church roof andthe iron work
on the Predbytery roof, together with loft insulation. This was funded by the legag received
during the previous year.

On Saurday, 2009 June 27th the Womeris Guild travelled by coach to Aylesford
Priory to the Diocesan Celédoration of the Year of St Paul. Archbish@ McDonal celebratel
Massat 12 noon.

During ealy 2000 AugustPaul Smye-Rumsly instlled a new, modernpublic addess
system in St Pau's Church.

On Saurday, 2009 October 10th the Womeris Guild travelled by coach to Aylesford
Priory wherethey were able to veneratethe relics of Sant Thérés of the Child Jesus (of
Lisieux) which were on visit to the Archdioce® during their unique tour of Engand and
Wales.

Father Maddenhad bodk shelvesinstalled on the wall of the north aisle of St Paul's
Churd and asmal Parish Libraly se& up where paishionerscould borronv bodks for study.



On 2009 November22ndit was reporteal tha the Sacrisy was being repanted (for the
first time since the 1987 fire) and the carpet tiles were redaceal with new carpet.

Sister Mary Dympna Nevin, U.J. died suddenly and unexpetedly while getting ready
to attend the 9.30 am. Masson Sunday, 2000 November 29th. Her Requien Mass was
celebrated on Thursdg, 200 Decembe 17th at 12 noon, followed by cremation at Barham
and a receptian afterwards in the Churchill Hotel. As reported elsewhere in this work, she
was the retired HeadTeader of St Richad's School.

Reaching the age of 65 on 2010 April 14th, Father Madden wrote in the weekly
Newsletter tha his pensionwould pay for his food, therdoy benefiting the Parish

A new website with the history of St Edmunds Chapé was setup by Paul and Greg
Smye-Rumgyy in 2010 Jure. Carol and Pau Smye-Rumsbyare trustees of St Edmurd's
Chapel The addresis: www.stedmundschapel.cdu

Father FrederickMbiere from Nigeria, studying in Rome sewed the Paish to cover
for FatherMadders sunmer holiday in 2010 July.

While on holiday Father Madden suffered a lung infection which was treated with
strong antibiotics. He wrote in the Newsletter: "...Suffice to say, | have a senous hedth
problem, which is under investigdion..." Inthe Newslette on Sunday, 2010 Octobe 17thhe
wrote: "Severalweelks ago, | was diagnosed with Myeloma, i.e. bonemarow cancer,and
confirmed lag Tueglay, following tess".

On the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday, 2010 November 21st Fathe Madden
presented along-servie medalto Mr Alf Huntley (Altar Server for somary yeas) at the 9.30
am. Mass and from 3 until 3.30 p.m. there was Exposition of the Blesed Sacramen
including the consecration of the HumanRace to Chrig the King and the Litary of the Sacred
Heart

On 2011 June 12th Father Madden wrote: "I amnow on a couseof chemotherapy..".

On Sunday, 2011 June 19th it was notedthat lead had been stolen from the roof of St
Paul'sChurchduring the week Repaits were carried out usng parish voluntarylabou and
nonvaluable maerials.

In 2011 Sepember the new English Translation of the Mass was introduced in
Englard and Wales. From 2011 Novembe 27th, the First Sundayof Advent, this was the
only lawful trandation to beuse in this country.

Archbishop Pete Smith admnistered the Sacramen of Confirmation in St Paul's
Churd on Surday, 2011 June26th at the 11 a.m Mass. He recdled tha he had bee at the
Seminary with FatherMadden 45 years previously and tha they had bothworked in the City.
Father Madden had beenon the intercesson list that he used at Morning and Everning Prayer
since the autumm of the previous year.

Father Frederck Mbiere returnel to the Paish to assis$ during 2011 July, returning to
Rome on July 29th.



Due to the illness of Faher Madden various Deanery Priests (including those in
retiremen} were celébrating the Sunday Masss in St Paul's from Sunday July 31st onwards.
Thes included Father Peter Rolph from Folkestone Father Christopher Lindlar from
Mongeham Father Bradley, Father Whelan, Father Jom Panario, Fathe Michaé Bateman
(Kearsng Manor) and CanonJeremiah Cronin Father Madden was still able to ceelrate the
weekdy Masses.

Sunday Mass counts taken in 2011 October showed 264 people at Mass in St Paul's
onaverae.

On Sunday, 2011 Novembe 20th it was amounced that Mr Alf Huntley had resgned
from his role in runningthe Altar Serversdueto ill health. He suddenly collapsed ard died
during the aftemoon of Sunday,November 27th. His Requien Masswas celebratd in St
Pauls Chuchon Friday,Decembe 9th at 10 a.m, followed by burial at St Mary's Cenetey.

It was noted in the Newsleter on Sunday,2012 Januay 8th tha the parish finances
showed a hedlthy balance in the bark and that mog of the Paish savings were on loan to the
Dioces.

On Suwnday, 2012 February 12th, Faher Whdan administered the Sacramen of the
Sick to Father Madden atthe 9.30 a.m.Mass

During Lent 2012 Faher Madden was in King's College Hospgtal in London
undergoing transplart treatment The Archbishop appoined Father Justn Daanah to the
Parish in the interim. Father Daanah introduced the recitaton of the Rosay before all
Masss in St Paul's with the intention of the recovery of Father Madden On Tuesda, 2012
March 13th Father Madden was moved to the resicence of the Little Sistersof the Poor in
Lambethto convakse for a couple of weeks. He returned to the Parish in the week
commaencing March 25th. Father Maddean had receiveal 150 cards from parishiorers whilein
hosptal and he notedthat some of the clergy who had helpal out paid compliments about the
Parish and its liturgy.

The Holy Week and Easte liturgies were shaed between Father Daaraeh and Father
Madden,who was now in remissian from his cancer Father Daanaah left the Paish in mid-
2012 April to assist at St Anselmis, Dartford, whereFathe William Scanlm, the Pari Prieg
was very serioudy ill, andsubsequently died.

On 2012 April 22ndFatrer Maddenrepotedtha the vestmerts werein a "sorry state"
andsuggestedhat the Paish shauld buy anewset

Father Maddenwrote abou the arrival of two new parishioners, Sueand Barry Barton
in the Newsletter on 2012 May 6th. Barry was an ordained married PermanehDeacon who
wanteal to exercise his ministry in the Paiish. The Rev Barry Barton started his service in the
Parish on 2012 May 20th. He would also work in the Parish of Our Lady of Dover,
Buckland

Following the retiremert of Father Roge Nesbitt as Dean and Paish Priest of
Folkesbne, Father Jeff Cridland (Parish Priest of Sairt Finbarr's, Aylesham was appanted
Dean in late 2012 June.

On 2012 Septembr 16th after 110 yearsin the Parish the Ursuline Orde left Dover.



While Father Madden was away from the Paish, Father John Weatheill made a
retum visit to celebrate all the Masses at the weekerd of 2012 Septembe 23rd. Father
Whelan and Faher StephenBould (Parochia Administrabr of Folkestone)celebratd the
Masseon the weekenl of Septemter 30th

A speial Dearery concelebrated Mass with Father Cridland was celebratd in St
Paud'son Saurday,20120ctobe 13th at 6 p.m..

On 2012 November 16th St Edmunds School celebratd its Golden Jubilee with a
coneelebratel Mass in Cantertury Cathedal at which Archbishop Pete Smith was the
principd celebrant and all the DeaneryPriess concelebrated

By 2012 October21g Father Madden had taken delivery of all the new chasuable
anddalmatcs (made in Poland andexpressedis graitude to the benefactors who hadpaid
for them

On Sundyy, 2012 Novembe 25th it was noted that the cupboards updairsin the Hall
had beenbroken into during Sodal Club hours

A letter from the SVP ConferencePresdert, Mr Joe Johrston, published on Sunday,
2012 Decembe 22nd stated tha as no one was willing to take overthe role of Pregdent, St
Paul'sConference was to be closeddown. He thankel everyonefor their suppot over the
yearsand Father Maddenthankel the SVP for its work in the Paish.

Father Maddennoted that there were significant numbersof people in the Parsh from
India the Philippines Poland Slovakia and parts of Africa.

In the Newsletta published on Sunday, 2013 June 2nd, Father Madden wrote: "Please
pray for me asmy bonemarrow cancer is causirg diffi culty again, and | shal shotly begin
anothe couseof chemotrerapy Inevitaldy, weekday Masses will belimited.". Fathe Roger
Nesbit celebratd the Massesthat weekend and Father Stephen Langridge, M.A. (then
Diocesan Vocatiors Director) celebratad all the Masse in St Paul's Church the following
weekend He preachd abou the importane of Vocations to the Priesthod and Religious
Life and of praying daily for them. In aretiring collection, paishioners gave £433 towards
the cog of running the Vocations Centreat Whitstable On Surday, 2013 June23rd all the
Masse were celebraed by Father PeterRolph from Folkesbne and it was announcd that
during the week Father Madden had goneinto hospital

Weekly Sunday Masss in the Parid continued to be cdebratel by priest from the
Dover Dearery, with occasionaly othe visiting priess while Father Maddenreturned to the
parish This included the soon to retire from the pog Caholic Bishops'Prison Advisor for
Englard and Wales, Mondgnor Malachy Keegan. He celebrated all the Masses on Sunday,
2013 August4th, with Father Madden presentin the sarctuary. After the 11 a.m Masshe
visited the Dover Immigration Remaoval Certre on the Wesern Heights, where he also
celebratel Mass.

During the autumm of 2013 Father Maddenwas able to resumehis normd duties in
the running of the Parsh. Also during this period, a food bark was establshed in Dover as
an ecumendal venture and the Paris paticipatel in it with gred enthusiasm donatng far
more food than any other organisation involved Donatons from parishioners continued on a
monthly bass. (The neeal for food banks around Gred Britain had arisen as a consequene of



the then Codition Government'sattempted reforms of the beneft system,which resultedin
delaysin peopk receving benefts and the risk of them staving.)

At Mass on Sunday 2014 March 9th, Faher Madden announcd tha he had receved
a letter from the Social Club following their meeding on the precedng Wednesdaystatng
that they intended to ceag trading with effed from tha day. In the Parish Newsleter
publishel on the following Sundg, 2014 March 16th, Father Madden wrote that sccia life
had changd andthe St Pauls Catholc Socid Club had long ceasedeing a valuabk parish
activity. Heinvited parishoners to discus and conside the use of these parish buildings for
the future now that the Sodal Club had ceasedto exist

Father Madden experiencd a further deterioraion in his healh and from Sundy
2014 March 16th supply priestswere agan celebratng the Sunday Masses in St Paul's
Chuch and weekday Masses were repaced with a Liturgy of the Word and Holy
Comnunion at 9 am. eath weekdy except Saurday. Saturday moming Corfessionswvere
suspendeduntil further notice, but the Saturdg evening ones cortinued with the supply
priess. Regularcelebrans included al thos mentioned earier as well as Caron Bunce
(retired Parish Prieg of Canterbury,residert in the Deanery). The liturgies of the Sacrel
Triduum in Holy Week were cdebratal by supply priests and the Solemm afternom liturgy
on Goad Friday was cdebratel by FatherPau Mason,the recently appoined Episcopal Vicar
for Kent. Confessionswere heard by Father Whelan that day. Father Roger Neditt
celebrated the evening Massof the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday and Father Peer Rolph
celebratal the Easter Vigil .

Towardsthe end of 2014 May there was some improvement in Father Madden's
condition which enalbed him to concelebrat at some Sundly Masss and resume Saurday
morning Confessons. Sunday, 2014 June 22nd was the Solemnity of Corpus et Sarguis
Christi, aswell asbeingthe Feag day of Sants Jom Fishe and Thoma More and the Ruby
(40 years)anniversary of FatherMadders ordination to the Priesttood. Precedad by many
weels of organisation and special fund-raising events coordinated by Deacom Barry, there
was only one Paish Mass (at 11 a.m) tha Sunday morning to mark the occason in
thanksgiving. Father Madden was fortunatly well enowgh to celebrag the Mass. While other
Deaney Priests had afirst duty to their Parishe that morning, the Mass wasconcelebrate by
Father Michaé Baterman (KearsneyManor) and Caron Jeregniah Cronin. Family members
and relatives of Father Madden were in attencince Extra seatng was provided in the side
aisles to acconmodat the congregtion from both the normal Sundly Masses The Mass
began with the entrane hymn Majest, and there was a separde Childreris Liturgy in the
Parish Rooms The First Reading wasread by Keith Wells, JaneFrancis was the canbr for
the Respmsorid Psam, andthe SecondReadirg wasreadby Kathleen Huntley. The Gosy#
was rea by the Deacon, Barry Barton. Father Madden preacled abou the Priesthod and
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The Apostle'sCreedwas recited and the Bidding Prayas
were in severd langueges (including Polish), being repeaed in English, which reflected the
then currert ethnic diversity of the Paish. The Offertory hymn was This is my body broken
for you. Euchaistic Prayerlll wasused; the Communian Hymn was Loveis His word; the
Find Hymn was Firm in the Faith of God and the recesiond organ voluntary was playedby
Nicholas Harby. Before the end of the Mass Father Madden spoke abou the joy of the day
and thankel everyone for the grea support he had and wascontinuing to receve; particularly
in prayers. He mentionel the times when he was confinal to the top floor of the Presbytey
andthankel those who telephaed him to give him support andencouagemern andsad how
welcome that was The Mass was followed by a Parsh socid evernt in the form of a Hog
Roag at St Richard'sSchwl. Parshioners donated a total of £1,61562 for a presendtion to



Father Madden, who had expressel awish to fulfil alifelong desre to visit Rome and hoped
to do so in the following Octoba acaompanied by other priests

Another patt of the ceebrations had been Expaosition of the Blessed Sacrametin St
Paul's Churchon the preceding Friday, Jure 20th, concluding with Benediction at 6 p.m. The
children of St Richards Schod led 100 minutes of prayerin the Church on that morning.

Father Madden wrote abou his ordination and included same thoughts abou histime
in the priesthad in the Newslette that week. On the the following Wedresday, June 25th,
he began afurtherfour weekcourseof chemotherapy.

From the summe of 2014 Fathe Madden was celebraing Sundly Massesmore
reguarly and during the week as well. The annud nationd Mass count (taken on ead
Sundg during Octobe in each Parish, and averagel) shoved that Mass attendarce at St
Paul's had risen from 255 in 2013t0 292 in 2014

Father Pete Rolph (retired at Folkestone), who had helped the Paris by celebrating
mary Sundy Masses (and the Easte Vigil) during Father Madden's illness was himsef
informedtha he wassufering from ateminal condition and died during the eaty autumnof
2014. Archbishop Pete Smith conelebrated his Requiem Mass at Our Lady Help of
Christiars andSaint Aloysius, Guildhall Street, Folkesbne,

During the autumn morths of 2014 Father Madden was grateful for being well
enoudh to be able to travel both to Lourdes and to the Venerable English College in Rome
(on that vigt with other priests celebratimg the 40th, 50th and 60th annivesaries of their
ordination). He expressel a desire to return to Rometo see muchmore.

A local builder was hired to replace / repar looseslates on the roof of St Pauls
Church in 2014 October

Father David Maher, after mary years of poar health died on 2014 Decembe 214 in
Co Cork, Ireland and his RequiemMass ard burial took place in his hometown on Christmas
Eve. A Memorial Mass for him was celebratd by Father Peer Madden at the request of
parishioners on Sundg 2015 March 15th in St Pauls Church The entrance hymn was Hail
Quea of Heaven the ocean star, the Offertory hymn was Love is hisword, | canna tell why
He, whomangels worshp (to the tune of Londorderry Air) wasthe Communia hymn and
the Mass endal with the singingof Hail, glorious Sant Patrick. Patishionerswere invitedto
the Parsh Room for refreshmerg after the Mass

Father Madden was able, with the help of Deaca Barry and parishiones to celebrag
al the Holy Week liturgies during 2015 without arny other hdp. He contrased this with the
previousyear, when the Parshhadbeen hdped by seven priess.

During 2014 October, a consaultation processwas initiated in the Dover Deaneryby
Father Pad Masm, the Episcqd Vicar for Kent on behalf of Archbishg PeterSmith, to
look at the future provision for the Faith in this area, paricularly in view of the increasngly
older clergy and the dedine in vocations to the Prieghood to replace them. Ead parish
undertod the consutation independatly with the Deanely meeting with Father Masm in
2015 April to discuss ideas and summarise the progres to date In his letter to the
"parishoners of Dover Deanegy" dated 2015 April 16, Father Masan repored on and
summarised the reaults of the consutation processnoting:



"...Inevitably, any suggesion of amalgamation or changeto the status quo is usually
met with alarm especialy so whenit involvesour place of worship..

"So please take heart, the findings of the consultation do not mean that plans will
instantly be madeto put theminto acion. Rather, asthings devebp in the deaney, aspriests
retire and move on for example, we now hawe a serse of the possbilitiesfor rationalisation
and can approad the evdving situation more proadively and will havea starting point for
further discussio at the appropriate time.

"...It is also my hopethat this processwill help you develop your senseof beinga
deaney, working more effectively together than asindividual parishes.".

Shortly after this, Faher Maddenwrote in the Newsktter inviting those who could
afford to do so to consder giving £10 per week in the Offertory collection, pointing out that
the church boiler really needed repladng and tha initial edimates suggesteda cos of
£12,000 He also invited those with building skills in the Parishto come forward and
referredto a St Pauls DevelopmentProgranme ard a"new hdl".

On Sundy, 2015 August 2nd, Father Madden annownced at the Masses tha
Archbishop Peer hadgiven him pernission to take seni-retirement and that the Archdiocese
had found him a propery to livein. Thiswould bein the area (Hythe) as he was attached to
the Kert and Carterbury hosptal for treatment He tharked all those who had bee
continuing to pray for him and expressedthe hope that his sucessorwould be abe to build
up acente of Christianity here

A letter from Father PaulMason, the Episcopé Vicar for Kent anddated "All Saints
2015" (i.e. 2015 Nov 1sf) was addressd to "Dear parishioners of St Pauls, Dover". He
wrote:

"I thought it important to write to you now tha F Peter has moved into sami-
retiremen and you are awaiting the appdantment of a new paiish priest | say 'semk
retirementsince Fr Pete has now moved out of the presbyery but is still taking on asmuch
pastord and sacramenté care of the parish ashe can All the sane, not having a resider
priest and being in aperiod of transiton, can be an unsdtling time for aparish and | know it
can stat to fed adrift, soit iswith thisin mind tha | put this letter togeter.

"Given the current situation, | would lik e to takethe opportunityto thank Fr Peter, not
only for hisyears of service in Dover, but alsofor contiruing to support the parish despite his
own stae of heath. | would alsolike to thank all parishionerswith paricular mentian of
Theres and Keith Wells and Deaca Barry, who have done so much to support Fr Peter and
keepthe parish heart beatirg.

"Being at the far end of the Diocesel know there can be a temptation to fed semi
detached or even worse forgoten by the wider Churdh. Let me assue you that nothing
could be further from the truth. The situation in Dover is a priority for the Archbish@ and
his Coundl. At this patticular time, however, demaml for prieds is outdripping supply, ard
working out the transfe of prieds acros the Diocese can be a rather drawn out process since
it neessarly involves moving se\eral priests at the same time.

"So | crave your paience during this period and ask you to continue praying and
working for the goad of the parish | hope to be able to inform you soon abou your new



parish prieg as St Pauls begins anew chaper in the Caholic lif e of Dover.
"With everyblessing..."

A fortnight later, Fatrer Masm wrote andher letter to parishioners dated 2015
Novembe 15th

"I am very pleasal to inform you tha from next Sunday Fr Jeff Cridland will be
taking on St Paul'sas Paochial Administrabr and will be moving into the presbytery.We
hope to be able to appoint an assistah since Fr Jef will still have responsibiliy for
Aylesham.. This does not mean that the Dioces will stgp looking to appoirt a Parish Priest
but it does mean that for the nea future St Pauls will have agood and experiencd priest at
the helm now tha Fr Pete hasretired..."

The new assistant Father Petos Gebremicha (a Vincentan Prieg from Ethiopia)
arrived in the parish in mid-Decemler 2015. Father Cridland was also asssted by Father
Michad Smith, SJ, a Jesuit from Londa. Running both paiishes in a combinal team
ministry meart that one pried seved Dover each Sundg while the other(9 servel Aylesham
parish (which alsoincluded a church at Eythorne and a MassCentre at Wingham) and they
altematedfrom week to week.

Father Cridland initiated discussionsin the parishesabou the future way forward.
Father Petros was called bad to Ethiopia by his Order and left the Paish on the Wednesdg
of Holy Week in 2016. Work began to find a replacemenfor him by the Diocese In the
meartime, after more discussions and meetings, particulady at Aylesham Paris and between
their parishiones and Father Paul Mason, it was anrounced tha the Parishe of St Pauls
Doverand St Finbarr's Ayleshamwould be amalgamated

A special Paiish lunch following the celebraiton of the 11 a.m Mass on Sundg, 2016
April 17th was held for the retiremern of Fatrer Peteé Madden. He waswell enoughto be
ableto be present at and concekbrat both the Masses on tha Sunday and had been presert
at the Good Friday and Easte Sunday liturgies as well. He subsequently wrote to Father
Cridland to expres his thanksfor the occasim and the presens that he had received

Following further disaussionin and between the two Parshes, the amalganation of
Dover and Aylesham Parishes wascompleted in 2016 June. Both the Parish Churches (Sant
Pauls and Sairt Finbar's) retaned their original names Following a conaultation proces
in the Parishes culminaing in a meetirg and a vote, the new name of the combinel
parisheswas chos@ as "The Parih of the Good Sheprerd'. Archbishop Pete Smith
sgned the docurnent legalising the merge of thetwo Parshes on 2016 October 4th.



10: TheParishof the Good Shepherd

Father A.G. 'Jeff' Cridlands induction Mass as the first Paish Pried of the newly
comhned Pari$ of the Good Shephed was celebratd in St Paul's Churchat 5 p.m. on
Sunday, 2016 Novembe 27th.

Following the great diffi culty in finding priests available to assig in the celelration of
weekend Massesin the Parish, consultation with parishioners took place and with the
approval of the Bishop in Kent, Bishop Pau Mason, the lag Sunday Mass in the Anglican
Church of St Mary in Wingham was celebratel on 2016 Decembe 4th. Similarly, the last
Saurday evening Mass at the Churc of Our Lady of the Holy Apostles,Eythorne, also took
place that weekend. From Sunday, 2016 December11th, revised Masstimesin the Parsh
wereintrodued 6 p.m. on Saurday and 9.15 a.m.on Sundg in St Pauls Church, Dover and
1115 a.m on Swndayin St Finbarr's Church, Aylesham This was necessarto facilitate one
pried being able to celebrate all these Mas®s

Ealy in 2017 the Parish Hall was redecoradéd and then the interior of St Pau's
Church, bothunderthe auspicef Dover Outreach Centre who were given the useof part of
the former Paish Socia Club buildings, an idea promoted by Deacao Barry Barton.
Opportunity wastaken to extend the sanctualy outward at that time to provide moreroom for
liturgical celebrations Stonewok on the front exterior of the churdh was also repairal at a
cost of £7,4®M. The bell was also removed from the bdl tower and sent for repar,
subsequently being repaced with an electric motor to ring the bel in a fixed postion at a
cost of £5,88. It wasdiscovered that the bel was inscribed with the words "London 1878
andwe recal tha an ealy photograph of St Pauls Church shows no bdl present. After mary
yeas, thebell was agan rung beforethe Surday Masses.

On sabbaicd from Zimbabwe Faher ReasonMlilo took up residence in the Paish
on 2017March 20th.

The Sion Community for Catholic Evangeizaion underbok a week long missian in
St Richards School during 2017 January and subsequertly underto& a Dearery Mission
basal at St Pauls, Dover from 2017 July 1stto 7th and at Our Lady Help of Christians
Folkestor from July 8th to 16th.

Mary Smye-Rumsly was appointel as parish seaetary and treasurein 2017 June as
well ascontinuirg in her role asnewslette editor.

Oneconsgjuene of the cdebration of only one Massin St Paul's on Sundgs was that
in 2017 Septanber the Folk Choir mergel with the former 11 a.m Choir to form one single
liturgical choir for the 9.15 a.m Sunday Mass

A DoverDeaney pilgrimageto Faima (in the cenenaryyear of the apparitions) took
placein 2017 June when 38 people undertook the journey.

The final Mass in the Church of Our Lady of the Holy Apodles Eythorre was
celebrated on Saturdayevening, 2017 October 7th with the Churdh evenudly being offered
for sale and finally being later sold for £20,0@.

In 2017 Novembea Archbish@ Pete Smith telephore Fr Cridland and gave



permissia for a Columbarium (a place for ashes to beinterred to be installed in front of Our
Lady's Altar in St Pauls Church Constuuction was completed on 2018 May 6th. Marie
McGeeney'samily providedthe fundsfor the work and Paud Smye-Rumsby supervisedhe
operaton. Room was provided for 48 caskes and this was the first parish to provide sud a
facility.

Lifelong parishioner Mary Stokesdied on Sunday, 2017 Juy 9th. She was secretry
to the Managng Direcior at Dover HarbourBoard before her retirementand had provided
voluntary secrearial assisénce to Faher Tanne in yeas gore by. She left alegecy to the
Paishof £175,000

Archbishop Pete Smith warted to visit Faher Pete Maddenin KearsneyManor
Nursing Home on 2017 Decembe 16th and a requestwas made that Deacon Barry Barton
should also be present Fathe Madden died while they were present His body was brought
into St Paul's Church on Surday, 2018 Januay 21st followed by a Mass at 5 p.m.
Archbishop Pete presided over his Requiem Mass on Monday, 2018 Januay 22nd and
Father Pete Madden was buried in Canterbuy City Cemeery, Wedgate Coutt Avenue,
Canterbury. Father Madden had provided funds for parishioners to attend a receptian at the
Maisan Dieu (Dover Town Hall) that afternoon and his family presente his libraly of books
to the Parish, where they were absobed into the parish library. A choir of 20 persons
provided an excellent standardof musc at the Requien Mass and 36 priests attended,
remarkirg on the welcone that they receiveal from everone.

On 2018 May 20th, former parishione Jare Bertelsen who becamea membe of the
Francis@n Missionaries of the Divine Motherhad and had been Mother Gererd of the
Orde for severhyears was made a membe of the Papd Commision for the Protectio of
Minors.

It was announcedon 2018 June 3rd that the Catholic Nursing Home at Kearsney
Mana was to close

To maik the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of St Richard'sPrimary Sclool,
Bishop Paud Masm celebraéd a specid concelebraté outdoa Mass in the schod ground on
2018 June 22rd at 12 noon

The 150th anniversay of the opering of St Paul'sChurch was marked on 2018 July
18th when ArchbishopPetr Smith concelebrded a special Mass at 11 a.m in the Church.
There were "beautiful flower arrangements and musc" and the Archhishop commerned on
the way that evayone joined in.

Father Jeff Cridland announcel that the parish accounts for the year 2017 showed a
deficit of £18156.14.

Both the Sauthwark andWedgminger Justice andPeaceCommissons met at St Pau's
on 2018 Octobe 20th from 11 am. to 4 p.m. and undertod a walk to the seafrom to pray at
the memorid plaques for migrans who haddiedtrying to read this country.

Archbishq Peterarranged for pre-seminarianAndrewv Bishap to residein the Parish.

From 2018 November13th both Fr Reasm and Fr Jeff Cridland joined 28 peopk
from the Deaneryon pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Mgr Matthew Dickens |ooked after the



Parish on weekend of Novembe 17th/18th

Fr Rea®n left the Parsh on 2019 March 18th. This was a year that was to seethe
nonavailability of St Edmunds Chapé for two morths from March 31st due to interral
works being carried out, and Fr Jeff Cridlands 75th birthday aswell as the Golden Jubilee of
his ordination to the prieshood. This was markel by a specid Massconcekbratel in the
groundsof Dover Castk on the mound beow the Keep. The Syro-Malabarcommunity led
the entranceprocessiona congregation of more than 1,000 was seaéd on the Pdace Green
and the mudc was provided by the combined choirs of the parish schools, Ayleslam ard
Dover Churche and an African Choir soloig (DanaJarvie) rendered the Pans Angelicus.
The Jubilee raisad almost £800 for Paish funds, in addition to presentig Fr Jeff with a gift.
All the events wereorganised by Natalie Elphick M.P.

Father Stepren Simonin from the Communty of St Jahn helped out in the Paish from
2019 May to August.

Father Gary Gill died and Archbish@ Petr celebraédthe RequemMass in St Pauls
Churdch on Monday,2019Jure 17th at midday.

Father Parick Adusei Poku (a Spiritan Fater originally from Ghang arrived in the
Parish on 2019 October 2nd. He had been working in Mandeste training peopk for the
apostokte and it was the first time that his superors had askel him to work full time in a
parish.

On 2019 Septembe26th Andrew Bishg wert to the BedaCoallege in Rome to begin
his 4 yea training course for the priesthood He would return to Doverfor his holidays.

Pope Franciscanmised BlessedJohn Herry Cardind Newman in Rome on Sunday,
2019 October 13th and specid Massea were celebratd in St Paul'sChurch to mak the
occasion Saint Jom Herry Newman had travelled through Dover when crossng the Dover
Strait to this country.

It wasrepatedon 2020 Febuary 16th that for the secand time in asmanyyears there
hadbeen abreakin at St Paul's Church. The padock onthe sideglassdoor hadbeencut and
money stolen from the candk stard by also cutting off the padlod there

Father Jeff Cridland use his Jubilee presemto travd to Australiaand New Zealand

The year 2020 sawthe rapid spreadof Covid-19 coronavirus arourd the world from
its origin in China. The newarchbishop (JohnWilson) issuel a decreeto the effectthat there
would be no sign of peace at Mass no comnunion unde both kinds, encouraging
comrmunion in the hand, that Holy Wate stoups mustbe emptied hymnalsand Mass books
mug be removeal from the Church and hymn shees could be provided which were to be
dedroyed immediatey afterwards. The Women'sGuild carcelled their evening celebraton
to mark the Fead of St Patrick.

As the situation worsened,from 2020 March 20th no Masseswould be celebrate in
public in the county until it wassafe for pegple to gather again. Paris newslette's were sent
asemal attachmens to peode and by March 29th Masse were being livesteamea from St
Paul's everyday (with no congregation preenf. Pau Smye-Rumsby had instaled the
necessary cabling in the Churchto fadilitate this, funded by an anonymouderefacior. The



whole county was in the first of the Covid-19 lockdowns Pegple were able to watch the
streamirg of the Masse in their homes and make the ad of Spiritual Communion composed
by St AlphonsusLigoui. After only two weeksthe sreaming from the Parish wasreaching
37 countries arourd the world. Also 13 shipstuned in to it every Sunday. two in Austalia,
three in the Caribbean one on the U.S. coag, two in Portugal and sevea othersin the
Mediterranean one off Bolivia, anoter in the Panana Canaland a third in portin Panana.
Fr Jeff notedthat we hada new apostolate

Fr John Panaro at Buckland celebratd the Golden Jubiee of his ordination to the
priestiood on 2020 June 25th. Celebratons were postpaed due to the situation with Covid-
19 coronavirus.

St Pad's regpened for private prayer only from Wednesday, 2020 July 1st from 11 am
to 1 30 pm. Reopenng for Mass took place onthe weekend of July 12th with Masse at 9.15
and 1130 a.m It was for limited numbes only due to the neal for socid distancing ard
peopk had to fill in track and trace forms and bodk tickets wea face masksand therewas
no music. Heaing of confessons was allowed again from July 19th, but this could not be in
the confined space of a confessional. Thelarge roomin the Preslytery wasused.

Fr Patrick left Dover to becomeParish Pried of Hartley from 2020 Segemberlst. His
reflectons during the Covid-19 lockdowrs were published on the parish website andthenin
a boa entitled Alone but Togethe, which was sold to raise moneyfor the Missionaries of
Charity, Ghana founded by Mother Theresa. Over £2,000 was raised and the publication of
the book was organised by Sue Barton.

Fr Patick was replaced by Fr Leo Agbenelllah, CSSp. He arived in England on
Wednesay 2020 Septembe9th andwasthen isalating in a Spiritan Housein London, finally
arriving in Dover on Thursdg, 2020 October 1st In his own words, Fr Leo wrote: "l was
ordainedto the Catolic Priesthoal on the 2008 July 29th in Nigeria. | belongto the Holy
Ghost Fathers (The Spiritans) For the lag twelve years| did Missiaary work in the
Philippines | had a very flourishing and joyful experience amoryg the Filipino Peope. | was
helping the poore$ peopk in the island of Mindanao. | was a chaplain to University students,
and later took chargeof the Spiritans Social Actions which builds housesfor the poor,
provides food for those affectedby natural disasters (typhoons)and the constah Muslim
conflictsin Mindanao In 2014 | sewned as the Provincial Superor of the Spiritan Mission in
the Philippines. | also served as the Paridh Priestat the Resurredbn of the Lord Chinese-
Filipino Paiish, Iligan City from 2017 to 2020.1 am very happy and blessedo share my life
with you here at the Parshin Dover.God bless"

Another Covid-19 lockdownbegan on 2020 November 8th andon Novembe 22ndFr
Jeff wrote that his cance had becorme "more active". St Paul'sreopenal for Mass on
Wednesday, 2020 Decemter 2nd and face masks had to be worn unless a persam wasexenpt
for medcd rea®ns.

Father Michaé Boland diedon 2021 Januay 10th.

On 2021 Januay 31st it was reported that the monthly viewing figuresfor the online
streamirg of the liturgy from the Parishshowed 3,717 viewing in the U.K., 835 in Ireland,
296 inthe U.SA., 47 in India, 33 in the Philippines 10in Germanyand Italy, 8 in Span, 6 in
Canad and Poland 5 in Switzerland, 4 in Austrig France Sout Africaand the U.A.E., 3in
Malaysia, New Zealand, Australia, Trinidad and Tobayo, 2 in Ethiopia, Nigeria, Belgium,



Gibraltar, Sweden, Slovakia and Lithuania and 1 in Pakistan Lebanon Zambia, Barbados,
Turkey, Czecha, Denmark Jersey, Brazl and Jamacal

Accounts showed that the Parishwas running at a deficit of £14,877 in 2019 and
£5,08in 2020

In early 2021 Father Jame Houghton (a priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham movedfrom Folkedone to Dover Paish and a regular Ordinaride Mass was
introduced into St Pauls, initially weekly and later monthly at 10 am on a Thursday morning.
He wrote on the Paish webste: "I was broughtup in North London, and was ordained as a
pried in the Churchof Endand in 1969 | hawe had over fifty yeas of ministry which | have
loved.I discoverecdearly on, that God is full of surprisein how heuses his peode in sendirg
us to placesand peqle we would never havedreame of. As in ary ministry, it is full of
chdlenges but they all add to priestly development.| wasa diocesn youth chaplainbefore
becaning a school Chapkin and Head of Religious Studiesin both compehensve and
boarding schools It wasnot until | was 55 that | had my first parish, or rather three parishes,
nea Uckfield, before moving to Eastbourre to be vicar of an Anglo Catholic Charnsmatic
Church Along, with mary othe Anglicans | left the Church of England in 2011to becone a
prieg in the Ordinariae setup by Pope Benedct XVI. This meant three yearsof training
before ArchbishopPete Smith ordainel me prieg at Our Lady Help of Christians in February
2015. As many ex-Anglicans havesad, be received into the Catholic Church is like ccoming
ho me 6 .The document from Pope Beredct XVI forming the Ordinariates was
Anglicanorum Coetibus.

On Friday, 2021 April 30th Fr Jef wastakeninto hospital. A canceros growth had
causeda mgor blockageand it wastaken out in sumgery that night. He spent threedays in
intensivecare and did not retum to parish life until July 4th.

From 2021 July 18th singing was againpermitted at Mass,but all other restrictiors
remained

Father Kenneéh McCarthy died aged 92 at his homein Walton on the Hill, Surey in
2021 October. He had retired from actve ministry in 1999.

On 2022 Jaruary 16th Typhoon Rai brought devastation to the Philippines and the
pried there asked for hdp. The parish held a specal collection on the weekem of Februay
19th-20th and in the end more than £6,000 was raisel. Fr Leo expressd his thanks, which
was echoedrom the Philippines.

Alphacourse were introducel in the Parish

By 2022 Jaruary 30th Covid-19 infections had eased and the special procedues in
place were reduced However, it is worth noting that as late as 2023 Novenber, Government
statistics showel abou 4,000 new case of Covid-19 in Englard ead week with around 400
deaths resuting from it. Official medcal advice stated that even if vacdnatal it was still
posshble to be infected by the virus. People who could not receve the vaccines (e.g. due to
allergie9 and were clinically extremey vulnerable still had to take precaitions such as
wearirg facemasks in large groups and continuirg sodal distancing.

The Aposilic Nunado, Archbishg Claudio, visited the Parish on 2022 Mardc 31st to
atterd a gatheing of refuges and those helping them He attendel a service at the memoria



on the seafrontand was preparng arepat on the situationfor Pope Francis.

By the end of 2022 March Mass attendane in the Parish (two churche$ had reacted
297, comparel to an average of 265 before the pandemic By July 24th Fr Jeff was given
permissim to make the second Sunday Massat St Paul'spermanentandit wasmoved to 11
am. from November 6th.

Andrew Bishop was ordainel to the diaconat in the Basilica of Sant Paul's Outside
the Walls in Rome on 2022 Jure 15th. Fr Jeff travelled to the concekbrated Masswhich
took place behind the tomb of Sairt Pau, with abou 40 concelebrants. On 2022 June 7th
Andrew had been awardeda 2:1 degres in theobgy.

The Archdioceg of Southwark Justice and Peace Commissimm held its spring
assemby at St Paul's Hall on Saurday, 2022 June 25th, precedd by the 10 am Mass at St
Edmunds Chapel

A solemn pilgrimage from the Paris to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsinghamtook
place on 2022 Augug 27th, culminatingwith Mass celebrate by 20 priess ard deacors of
the Ordinaiate.

The Peae Light distribution was no longer possble due to the presene of Covid-19
in Europe

Late in the year Fr J&f announcel tha he would be retiring and that Father Leo
Agbenelllah, CSSp,would be the new Parish Priest. Fr Jeff Cridland left the Parish to take
up residence at Bexleyheah on Tuesdg, 2023 Jaruary 10th andwas visitedthe next day by
Fr Leo and Mary Smye-Rumsby. Dover had its first African Paish Pried and becane a
Spiritan Paish. On Saturdg Februay 5th a special Massin St Pauls at 5 pm wasfollowed
by Fr Jeff's retirement pary at St Edmunds Schml. A presenation of about £4,500 was
made A similar farewdl evert was hdd at St Finbarr'sin Ayleshamon Sundg, March 10th

BishopPau J.Hendricks, Bish@ in Kent, presded over the inductionMass of Fr Leo
at 6 pm on Friday 2023 May 12th. The Provincid Superig of the Holy Ghost Fathers in the
U.K., the Very Rev Fr Ugo Ikwuka, CSSp.was presert with the DeaneryClergy, Fr Jeff, Fr
John Panaro (Dean)and some from further afield for the concéebratel Mass. After the
Mass, refreshmentswere provided at St Mary's Anglican churdh hall. Civic leades also
attenced

Father Leo writes

WHO ARE THE HOLY GHOST FATHERS? (THE SPIRITANS)

The Congregation of the Holy Ghog also called the Spiritans (C.S.Sp) is a Ronan Caholic order
of priests brothersand lay assodites foundedin 1703 in Frarce by Claude-FranC'as Poullart des
Places Originaly began with the training of seminarians the congregation gradwally took an active
part in missionaly work all over the world. Suppressed by the French Revolution, it was restared under

Napoleon, but persecution kept it weak until 1848, when the Congregation of tlzeutate Heart of
Mary merged with it, and Fr. Francis Libermam, a convet from Judasm, becamne its superior
gerera. The congregton pioneered in the resumption of African missions in the 1800s. Beddes its

missonary efforts, it carries on educationd ard sodial works andresposeto the poorestof the poor

all aroundtheworld.



The Spiritans are consecrated to the Holy Spirit and dedicatedto the poor. The memters bound
thenmselves by simple vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience The purposeof the congregéon, to
bring "the Gospeleverywhere, to undertale the most hunble and laborious works for which it is
difficult to find labourers; deedy committed to missionsin all thecortinents.

The Spiritanhavesent moremisgonariesfrom Europe to Africa than any other orgaation. Thanks
to the many Frenchand Irish missionaries who took the missions roundthe world. Their most famous
missionaries irfrica include Abp. Alexandrde roy of Gaon, Abp. Prosper Augouard of ti@ongo,
Bp. JosephShanaan of Nigeria, Rev. Charles Duparquet of Angola, Rev. Antoine Horner of Eag
Africa, Rev. Laval of Mauritius, etc

The first Spiritan to stepfoot in England was Fr. Jaccques Bertout, from France A refugee from the
pesecution of the Church during the French Revdution, he arrived on 19th September 1792 and
immediadly began missiorary work here until he was alde to retum to Francein 1802.

The permarent estabdishmentof the Congregatio in Englard was in 1904 in the Dioces of Clifton
whena large property called Prior Park wasrerted. The Province has however catinuedto experierce
growth and renewa with the misson-appointmentshere of Spiritans from otha Provinces of the
Congegation. The Province has enjoyed some great missionary successs and expansion in Britain
and overseg, and hasmaintained an international charactein all its missiors.

We are determined ®erve with the power of the Holy Spirit, touchiliges, withessing to the needy,
leadirg people to Jesus with the total saaifice of our lives. Our motto is. Cor Unum et Anima Una
(Oneheartandone Soul). Acts 4:32. Fr. Leo Agbene Illah, CSSp, the new Parish Pries of Doveris a
Spiritan, Ordaned in D08 and hasinceserved inthe Philppines b&ore assunmig thenew mssion in
Doverin 2020. He has assiséd Fr. Jeff Cidland until he suceead as the Parish Prieg in Januaty,
2023 The assisant Paish Priest Rev. Fr. Godwin Alkali, CSSpis alsoa Spiritan, ordainedin 2018
and haserved br many yees in Nigeria béore coming taservein Doverin Mardh, 2024.Theycome
with lots of gifts and experiences, dynamic with a compassionate hednefpeople thegerve May
the Ministty of the Holy Ghost Fathers flourish with joy amd grace in Dover. Amen
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On Tuesdyy 2023 May 2nd at 10 am there was a concdelrated Mass presded over by
Bishop Pau Hendricks with Fr Leo and Deaca Jom Fogary from StellaMaris (formerly the
Aposteship of the Sea).Ths wasto commemorat the 100+ yeais of the sewice to seafares
and fishers by Stella Maris, in association with their around Britain sailing pilgrimage
Skippe of the yacht, Russ Farman and the crew were present at the Massand peopk could
see the yacht in the Marina afterwards.

The Parishraisal fundsto sugport sending 13 young pele to attend World Y outh
Day with PopeFrancis in Partugal in the first week of 2023 August, including a visit the
shrine of Our Lady of Fatima. Fr Leo aciompaniel theyoung peope.

On 2023 May 214 there was a Marian Rosary processon from the Penceser Garders
to St Paul's Church with the crowning of a statue of Our Lady. This was accompanid by Fr
Panaio.

The Ordination of Andrew Bishop to the priesthood, scheduled for 2023 July 15th
was postpond for healh reasons

Mrs Stefania Watsonhad died on 2020 May 18th in the midst of the pandeme. She
left alegacyof £400,00 to the Parih and a special Memorial Massfor her wascelebatedin
St Pauls Churcd on Sundg 2023 August27th at 9.15 am

The Paish se up specal Altars of Remembrane for all the decasedparishionessin
both churches of the Parshduring 2023 November.

The Most Reverend John Wilson, Metropolitan Archbishop of Souhwark, travelledto
St Paul'sChurch on Friday, 2024 February 23rd in order to ordain the Dea®n Andrew Paul
Bishp to the Sacrel Priesthoodat a specialMass at 6.30. p.m. The Ordinary of the Mass was
chantal in Latin (Missade Angelis)togeher with the Pate Noster The Archhishop chaned
the Prefacein English. The entrance hymn was Dea Lord ard Fathe of Mankind, the
Offertory Hymn was Praise my soul, the King of Heawen ard the Communion Hymns were
Sou of my Saviour and O Jesus Christ Remember At the end of the Mass the Salve Regira
was chanted followed by the singing of Hail, Queen of Heaven, the Ocean Star. The Brothe
and Niece of the Deacon and the Rt Hon Natalie Elphick, MP for Dover were presen at the
Mass, togethe with ecumenicé guess and a padked churd. In hisintroduction to the Mass
the Archbishop said tha Mgr Rod Stangewas presem representig the Beda College in Rome
andthat Fr Jeff wasnat well enowgh to attend (he was undeigoing chemotherap treatmert
for cancer) The Archbishop sent”lots of love and gratitude' to Fr Jeff and sent a specia
greeing to those participating via online streanming of the ceremonies The first readng was
from Jeremiahl: 4-9, the secom readng from the Letter to the Helrews3:8-12,14-19 and the
Gospel (read by Deacon Barry Bartor) was from John 15; 9-17. The Archbishop startel his
homily by noting that during his journey to Dover he had receved a 'phone call from the
operatng officer of the Dioce® waning to know where he was, and who then askel the
question "If Andrew is macke a Bishop will he be called Bishop Bishop?"...Hecontinuedto
spe& abou the four foundational words for discipleshp - love, joy, friendshp and choice -
andtold Andrew tha he may not realiseit but his enire life had been a preparation for this
andyou can now be completely at peace. Chrigt wantsyou to be His pried: be certain of the
Lord's love for you and be certain of His call to you...He quoted Pope Benedi¢ XVI..you
mug love otherswithou discriminaton, a sacrificing love, alwayssef-giving, generousy not
seekirg reward...a heat united to Christ Quoting Blessed Coumba Marmion he noted tha



joy is the echo of Christ within us. "You will make mistakeswe all do. Thisis ordinaton,
not canonisation.".Christ has dedroyed death. Announce the joyful Gospé of salvation.
Announc the Goad Newsto everyone. Tonight a new and permanehintimacy with Christ
beginsthrough the laying on of hands. As Christs friend you are at the service of the Church
and His peoge. Know his mothe Mary. make sure that your Rosay is never far away.
Before you everthought of Him, He had chose you... to do something beautifu for God (St
Teresa of Calcuta), especially in our age, abait mery... lead pele to His Church.
"Andrew, the Lord has chos@ you to make a difference Christ will spe& through you...look
forward in joyful expedation to al the priesthad will bring - do not be afraid, rejoice that
you are a prieg with and a priestfor us Thark God thatyou arehere and well."

At the endof the Mass, Fr Leo thankel the Archbishopfor travelling all the way to
Dover for this momert of history. "We continue to pray for Andrew and the Archdioce® of
Sauthwark."” He thankel the choir and the schoos who were represente (St Edmunds, St
Jose's (Aylesham)and St Richard's). The Archbishq resporled by saying that bishops
always like to hawe the lagt word and tharked everyone for the beautifu ceremonythe choir
for the music which was really beautiful, and he congratulated Andrew. The congregaton
applauded The Archbishop then paid tribute to the Beda College, where Canon Philip
Gillespe is rector. "In a serse this evening this church has becone the catheda and has
given the Dioces a new priest." The Archbishopalso said that pegle had told him how
much they loved Fr Leo and he hoped that they also told A Leo this.

Father Andrew Bishop celebratd hisfirst Mass in St Pauls Churchon Saturdg, 2024
February 24th at 6.p.m., wearing gold-coloured vestmens and usng incense Fr Leo, Fr
Jamie Fr Jom Panaro (Dean of the Dover Deaney) and Deaca Barry were presernt. In his
introduction, Fr Andrew gavethanksgving for the grace he was given yeserday and the love
from the parishiones during the 5 yearswhich he had been presert here He offered the
Mass for the repo® of the sod of his mother, Eileen Bishop The readings were those of the
Seoond Surday of Lent, Year B and the ResponsoriaPsdm was chanted. Fr Leo preached
the homily stating there was a tradition that a priestis not allowed to pread the homily at his
first Mass. Fr Jef wasto have preachd the homily, but poor healh prevented this and Fr
Leo was preacthing it on his behaf. Fr Leo congratulatd Fr Andrew and thanked God for
the gift of priesthood-"your perseverance - the difficult challeng of seminarytraining.
Thank God for your life. Give God the glory. He chose you before you ever camne into this
life. You will becone a stranger evenin your own home. Heal all wounds.Have a heat of
fire for chaity, long for chastity. Nourish God's peopk through the Euchaist." What matters
now is whathe has becomein Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Y our lying down during
the Litany of Sants is a symbol of being deadto the world and alive in Christ. You are
configured to be the alter Christus. This can sometimes be overwhelming. The maste who
called you is with you. As the Bishopreminded you yesteday, don't seek to pleas peqle.
The peopk of Dover havean obligation to accompany you with their prayers He tharked
the peode of the Parishfor everythingtha they did and Fr Jeff asa mertor...Eveyday the
Holy Spirit will be with you. You will neve be alone...The Offertory hymn was Prai to the
Lord, the Almighty. The Ordinary of the Mass was surg in English and Eucharistc Prayer|
was used The Communion Hymn was The King of Love My Shephed is..Fr Andrew
thanked the whole Parish for everyhing they had dore over the last five years amd
paticularly in the last few days...choir, savers,thos who printed the booklets cleared the
church etc.. Fr Jeff, Fr Rea®n, Fr Patick, Fr Stephen. He would be foreve linked with
Deaco Barry who was ordainel to the diaconat 21 yeass ago on the day tha Fr Andrew was
ordained He continued to thank Fr Leo and Fr Jamie and said tha he wanted to dedicaé his
prieshood to Our Lady and presented a bouqtet of flowers which was put on the Lady Altar.



The hymn Immaalate Mary was surg atthattime. He gave his blessing asa new priest after
the Mass, startng with Fr Leo, followed by Fr Jame, Deacon Barry andmary pemle.

--00000--

The pilgrimage of the Paiishthrough time continues and perhaps thisis well refleced
in the words of a hymn attributed to St Columbaof lona:

Alone with nonebut thee my God,

| journeyon my way:

What need | fearwhenthou art neas
O King of nightandday?

More sale am| within thy hand

Than if ahog shoud round me stand

My destinedtime isknown to thee
And death dothknow his hour,

Did warriors strorg arourd methrong
Theycouldnat stay his power:

No walls of stone canmandefend
When thou thy messengedog send.

My life | yield to thy decree,

And bow to thy cortrol

In peeaceful calm, for from thine arm
No powercan wred my soul:

Could earthly omense'e appal

A mantha heed the heavery call?

The child of God can fear noill,

His cho®n, dread no foe;

We leave our fate with thee and wait
Thy bidding whento go:

‘Tis not from chance our comfort springs
Thou artour trust, O King of kings.

---00000--

This bodk has a beginning,but no end, for Dover's Catholic Faith is stll beingdaly
lived and practised in the Catholic Community. Let us pray that through the intercession of
Our Lady of Dover, SaintMartin of Tours, Sairt Paul, Sant Edmund, Sairt Richard Saint
Thomas de la Hale and all our local Sants, tha Our Lord will grart us a long period of
peae, proserity, growth in the Faith, anincrea® in the numbe of vocatonsand Cathdics
and the Conversionof England

TheFaith of our Fathersisliving still. We will betrue to theetill deah.

---000@---






Appendix 1: Dover Parish Clergy in Communion

with the Holy See
1. Parish Priests
(a) Pre-Reformation
St Nicholas

(1293) Denis
1302 Stephen de Polton
1308 Thomes Clemern
1316Dec Jom de Sutbn
1318 Aug Peter Scot

John Hasebery res1349
1349 Jun John Godeboa res1349
1350 Apr Richard of Woodsto&
1355 Jun Nicholas Godaventure res1376
1376 Nov Simon Passeere exc 1400
1400 Aug John Fleure d 1402
14@/3 Jan Thomas Harry res1407
1407 Sep Henry Byssh@ exc 1416
1416 Aug ThomasRadfod exc 14204
1420/1 Jan John Dalby

Richad Blake res1445
1445 Aug JohnLaseyngham

John Skales res1447
1447 Ju Jahn Hunt

Richard Blake (again) res1459
1459 Aug William Fuller

Roge Hoose res1467
1467 May Thomas Smak d 1468/9
14638/9 Jan Jom Skales (again

JohnKydde d 1480
1480 Ju Canm Richard Multon

Robert Smyth d 1516
1516 Jun JohnGynoror Joyner

St John the Baptist
(1246) Andres
(1293) Richad
(1346) Andrew
(1349) John Gibbe
1349/50 Mar Henry Fraunkey/n

Thomas Cokyl exc 137
1375 Oct ThomasWit d 1400
1400 Apr Thomas Coytere d 1400
1400 May Batholomev de Krypton res1406



1406 Apr Thomas Wake
ThomasWatch d 1407
1407 Sep Thomas Harry exc 1419
14190ct Milo Faunt d 1426/7
14267 Mar JohnGoldsmth res1447
1447 Apr John Skales or Scaleys res 1468/9
1463/9 Jan Stephen Willes
StJames
(1246) Silveste
(12527 LawrencedeLincoln
(1282) Walter de Brampon res1286
1286 Jun Williamde la Knolle
(1314) Richard Langley
(1319) John
1349Dec John Guodebour
1354 Sep John Pycart
John de Stratford res1357
1357Dec William Graunt
William Guico res1363
1363 Aug John Bemnyt
1406 Jun ThomasMansfied
John Pante exc 1407
1407 Jun PeterGyles d 1420
1420 Nov Peter Saurder
1444 Apr Willi am Hawkeswell
Robert Mellone d 1477
1477 Aug John Byrlyngham res1479
1479 Nov James$Bones res1482
1482 Aug William Ryall res 1488/9
14888 Mar Richad Acastre
1509/10 Mar RogerDerley
John Thompson res1541
St Peter
(1232) Ernulf de Berkley
(1234) Nicholas de Berkley
12790ct Robert of Wincheste
(1302) William de Silva
1321 Jd Walter de Merton
(1349) Robet de Chylendenne
1349/50 Feb Nicholas atte Sagheé (Stighel,
Sayle) d 1370
1370 May Thomas de Rupe
13700ct William Swantm exc 1378
13780ct Rogerde Assheby exc 13&
13820ct John Palme d 1427



1427 Sep John Scols

Richad Blake exc 1445
1445 Aug Richard Halywyk

Thomas Tryll res1460
1460Dec Hugh Shereff res1465
1465 Apr Robet Overton res1470
1470 Ju John Mountayne exc 14778
1477/8 Jan William Barker d 1480
14804 Mar Drue Walsh

Richard Calfox res 1487/8
14878 Mar Simon Wilkes d 1499
1499/1500Feb ThomasScauier

LauncelotFfoll ofeld d 1518
1518 Nov William Greere d 1524
15245 Feb JohnFfysheMA

(b) PostReformation
St Paul's

18221824 ThomasCostigan
18241827 Patridk Portal
18271834 ThomasCostigan
1834183% Francis Jarett
1835 John B. Hean
18381863 Josph L. Savaye
18631891 James E. Laws
189018%A William Linnett
18941907 NicholasV. Brode
19071910 Edmund Buckiey
19111915 EdmundJ. Miller
19151936 Caron Geage W. Grady
19361942 Osar Le&ke
19421946 William Sewel
19461948 Chares E. Jores
19481958 Michad J. Fahey
19581971 Terene E. Tanne
19711983 Thomas Connelly
198319% David Maher
1996204 John RyanM.B.E.
20042015 Pete J. Madden
20152016 Anthony G. 'Jeff' Cridland (ParochialAdministrator)




The Parish of the Good Shepherd
(incor porating the Churchesof St. Paul's, Dover and St. Finbarr's, Aylesham)

2016 Anthony G. 'Jeff' Cridland (ParochialAdministrator)
2016- 2023 AnthonyG. 'Jeff' Cridland

2023- 2026 Leo Agbenelllah, CSSp
2026- Gabriel Onoyima, CSSp
Our Lady of Pity and St Martin

1906 LawrenceKirwan
19061911 William Thompson
191131936 MartinGGifkins
19361940 RichardE Florance (curak of St Pauls)

Our Lady of Dover
19641976 William O'Riordan
19761983 David O'Regan
19831983 Josef Doetgh
1988- JohnParario

2. Curates/ Asdstant Priests
Post-Reformation
St Paul's

18881890 Thomas Ford
189318% Frarcis Clarke
1896189 James Hayes
18991906 DouglasO'GaraO.SB.
19011904 Peter Ryan
19061911 JohnPedl
19111913 JamedD'Donodue
19131923 Jom Evars
19231926 Gerall Fothemil |
19261920 Pete Dorman
1929193 Josph Morley
19321937 HenryA. Parter
1933193# William Brady
19361940 RichardE. Horane
19381947 Patrick Taggat
1940 Patrick Heaion
1945 Arthur Porter
1945 John Cambel Price
19451947 Roy Wratten
19471949 GeoffreySansom



19481951 Aubrey Fowler
19501951 William Hogg
1950 EdwardKearneyC.S Sp.
19531950 VincentMurphy
195319&2 Ronald Salmon
19611966 Kenneh McCarthy
1963 Herry Reynolds
1963 Jogeph Sheridan
1964 Alan Wright
19631964 Bernad Merron
19631964 Parick O'Conna
1964 John Elliott
19661970 Felix Watts O.P.
19661971 HubertMcCauley
1971 Stanley G. Luff
1971-1973 Patrick Fitzsimons
1973197 Michad Boland
19751980 PaulHough
19761981 AnthonyG. 'Jeff' Cridland
1981198 John Wingfield
19851988 Lyndon Brown
19881998 David Murphy
1990 Tom Doyle
1990 Christgpher Keen
19901991 Tom Wolsencroft
19931997 Henry Schembri S.J
1997199 John WeatherillM.A., S.T.B.
2001-2008 Gary Gill
2005 Valentine Nna Nna Nurachukuru
2012 Judin Daanaa
20152016 Petres Gebremiclad

The Parish of the Good Shepherd
2017 2019 Rea®n Mlilo
2019 Steph@& Simonin
2019 - 2020 Parick Aduse Poky CSS
2020 - 2023 Leo Agbenelllah, CSSp(apponted Parsh Prieg, 2023)
2024- 2025 Godwin Alkali, CSSp

2025 Gabriel Onoyima CSSfappointed Parish Priest, 2026)



3. AlsoResident

St Paul's
1996 - 1998 Philip Tandoh
1997 - 1998 PeterAyoung Maguin
1998 - 2000 John Otieno
2001 - 2003 Frands AckaahrMensah
2003 Rolo
2003 - 2004 JosephTawich
2003 - 2006 Bhagyam Chinnabahini
2018 - 2024 Deacon Andrew P. Bishop
2024 - 2024 Fr. Andrew P. Bishop

4. Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

2021- Jame Houghtm

5. Permanent Deacons

St Paul's
1993-1998 Gerald Watkins
20122016 Barry Barton

The Parish of the Good Shepherd

2016- Barry Barton



Dover in Roman Times(top) and Saxa Times (bottom)



Doverin Norman Times(c10661300) (top) and Tudar Times (c15261540) (bottom)



Sant Richard consecratingSt Edmund's Chape) 1253March 30th
(Father Terenae E. Tanne)

Saint Richard dying in the MaisonDieu, 1253 April 3rd, welcomes
the Crucifix (Fathe Terene E. Tannej



FatherJamesE. Laws, builder of St Paul's Churd and the
'grea architect of the Paris and its faith.



The Churchof Our Lady of Pity and Saint Martin, Snagate Stredt



The Sanctuanpf the Snarga¢ Stre¢ Church
(courtesyMr PaulSmyeRumsby)

Anothe view of theinterior of the Srargate StreetChurd
(courtesyMr PaulSmyeRumsby)



1931 Sepgembe 17th- Canon Grady blesses the new Crucifix in St JamesCemeery
(couttesy Dover Express)



Anothe view of the Crucifix in St Janes Cemetey takenon 1931 Septenber 17th
(couttesy Dover Express)

One of the first photbographgaken of St Paul's Church ¢187
Note tha there is no bel yetandthe presen prestytery andthe apse Eag
end had naot yet been built



The exteriorof St Pauls viewed from PencesteRoad, c1904
Note the greenhousg nex to the churchand the front railings.

The exteriorof St Pauls viewedfrom PencesteRoad, c1920



Easter Sundg, 1949 April 17th, High Massat11am. in St Paul's

ST faUL S

Interior of St Pauls prior to the 1959restaation; the Sanctuay,
including PuginHigh Altar and reredos and Our Lady's Altar



Interior of St Pauls prior to the 1959 restoraton; view towards the former
St Josephs Altar (the north aisle) showing the Pietaand Corfessiona

Interior of St Pauls prior to the 1959restoration; view towardsOur Lady's
Altar (the sauth aisle), showing St Anthony and the Confessond



Bishop Cowderoyat the High Altar of St Paul's duringthe 19505
Note the statie of St Pad (coutesy the late Mrs M. Richardg

Location of the Priory Church of St Mary and St Martin of the New Wark
compared to the moden stred plan



Dover ¢180 showing locations mentionel in the text

Theinterior of St Pauls after the 1959 respration Note Father Tanne
andAltar Serverdeaving in processin (couresythe late Mrs A. Doolin)



The Churd of Our Lady of Dover, Roosevdl Road,BucklandEstate

The Churd of St Martin of Tours Old Folkestore Roal, Aycliffe Estate



Open air Benedicton in the Penceter Gardens 1955 Fathe Fahey gives
the blesshg with the Monstrancgcourtesythe late Mrs A. Doolin)

Father Tanne lays thefounddion stoneof St Ursula's newschool:
1960 June 22nd(courtesy St Ursula’sCommunty)



ArchbishopCowderoy concdebraes the Centenay Mass of St Pauls
Church: 1968 May 27th Elevation of the SacredHos at the Consecgation
(coutesy the late Mrs J.M. Mackenzi¢

The St Paul's Clergy andAltar Senersof themid-1970s. The clergy are (left
toright): FatherA.G. Cridland, Father ThomasConnelly (Paish Priest)and
FatherPaulHough



Blessé Roge Filcock S.J; locd DeaneryReformdion Martyr

The cove of the Catholic Calendar Blotter publishel by Canon Gradyfor 1935
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Interior of St Pauls Churchin the early 1930s,aspublished by Canan Grady
in his Blotter for 1935 Note the bannes hanging down the side of ead pillar.

The Maison Dieu (modernday Town Hall)



Aerid view of the Maism Dieu and St Edmunds Chapel (the Chapelis locatel
at the bottam certre right of the imagg) taken in 2000

The modem Paish from aheight of 438 miles, taken by NASA's TERRA satllite (EOSAM-
1) on 2001 March 14th. Taken seven days before the Vernd Equinox in mid-locd morning,
the Sun illuminates the famousWhite Cliffs of Dover. The Harbour walls andfeatures are

cleaty delineatd. including aferry nea the Easten Docks Thedry chak valleys are shown
by their shadows and the area of urbanisatio areclearly seen



The exterior of St Edmunds Chapé in Priory Roadviewed from the
south westin the early twenty first century

Sairt Martin of Tours depicted on the coa of arms of Dover



Moden day remainsof the Mediaeval Church of St Martin-le-Grand
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Ground floor plan of the Mediaeva Churd of St Martin-le-Grand



The disaste of 1987 Octobe 23rd The Kent Fire Brigadetackle the
blazing roof of StPau's

Another view of the tragic 1987 fire, showing thesevee
damage to the roof.



Fahe David Mahe, PaishPriest (left) andFaher Lyndon Brown,
suvey the damage inside St Pauls after the fire.

The remairs of the Confessionbhwhere the arsoni$ statedthe 1987 fire
in St Pauls Church



The desadation of the Cross the once beautifu and now charrel Crucifix
hangsin stak desolaiton from the remairs of the roof structue following
the 1987 fire

Fathe David Mahercelebrating Solerm Mass for the Solemnty of All Sants
1987 in St Mary's Church of Endand Parish Church
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Sdemnity of All Sains, 1987 Father David Mahe leaving St Mary's
Churd of England Churd in processin atthe end of Mass

First Solern Massin St Pauls after the fire, 1987 December.Thisis aview
of the Offertory Procession.Thecelebrart is Father Lyndon Brown.



First Solerm Massin St Pauls after the fire, 1987 December.The Paiish Choir
(standng); also showing cleanirg equiprmentloanedby Dover Harbou Board.

The Sanctuanpof St Pauls at Christmas, 1987



Midnight Mass Christmas 1987. The erd of the processiorreacheghe Sanctuay
after the Blessing of the Crib. Fathe MichaelO'Hagan,FatherDavid Maherand
Bishop JohnJukes

Resurrection the newroof trusse andassocigedstructue arein place as
work advance on restorirg the Church 1988 July



The modem day interior of St Pauls Church the Sanctuay, after the 1988 restoration

-

The modem day exterior of St Pauls Church (FatherJohn Ryan is standing outside)



Aerid view of St Pauls Church, Hall, Presbyery and as®ciatedbuildings in 2000



Father Peer Madden ParishPriest2004-2015



Confirmation at the 11 a.m.Massin St Pauls, 2011 Jure 26th. The
principd celebramis Archbish@ Pete Smith View towards the Sanctuay

Anotherview of the Confirmation Massin St Pauls, 2011 Jure 26th. Fater
Pete Madden is seaté in the Sanctuay on the right, Archbishg Peter Smith
on the left.



ConfirmationMass in St Pauls on 2011 Jure 26th: view down the naveof the
Church from behind the High Altar during the Bidding Prayers(Oratio Universals)

Concéebrated Mass (principd celebrantArchbish@ Peter Smith) with all the
Deaney Clergyin Canerbuy Cathedrd on 2012 Novenber 16th (Feas of St
Edmund to markthe Golden Jubiles of the foundatian of the schod



St Edmurd's Schod Golden Jubilee celebrations: 2012 Novembe 16th. Archbishg
Pete Smith,Deanery Clergy and Altar Sewers at the concelebrated Massin
Canterbuy Cathedal

Father Pete Maddenon the occasim of his Ruby
Jubilee: 2014 June22nrd
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Faher Jef Cridland at the Golden JubileeMass
atDover Cagle



Father Jeff Cridland at his retirement Mass

FatherLeo Agbenelllah, CSS: athis InductionMass as
Parish Priest,with Bishgp Pau Hendicks ontheleft and
Keith Wells in the backgroun



Bishop Hendricks, Father Leo, Deaca Barry, Father Parario
and concekbrantsat FatherLeo'sInduction Mass

Fathe Jame Houghton

Deacon Barry Barton



Edward Welby Pugin(1834- 1875): Architect
of St Paul's Church Thisimagedatesfrom
1867, the yearthat constructim of St Pauls
commenced

Fr AndrewBishagp with ArchbishopJ—orn Wilson
athisordinaion Mass: 2024 February 23rd






