
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY  

YEAR A – 4th JANUARY 2026 
  

Missal P82 Order of the Mass P470 
 

Tuesday is The Feast of The Epiphany, a Holyday of Obligation. 

Masses are 10am & 7pm at St. Paul’s, 7pm at St. Finbarr’s. 
 

This week we say Goodbye to Fr. Leo.  We thank him for his Ministry to our 

Parish and wish him well in his new role in Manchester.   
 

PRIEST’S CORNER: This weekend came so fast with all the feelings of nostalgia as it is the last weekend 

Fr. Leo will be with us. Every journey has an end and there is joy when you look 

back to such journey considering the three mysteries involved: joyful, sorrowful 

and glorious. Fr Leo has gone through these three stages as he gave his life to his 

ministry here and beyond as you can testify. I would have loved to say that he 

should go and take a long holiday after such time of service and sacrifice for the 

community, but unfortunately there is no rest for him as he takes up another 

tasking responsibility in Manchester. Fr Leo, the community will miss you, but 

the joy is that when they reflect, when they talk about you in their families and 

with friends regarding your pastoral engagements, their faces will beam with 

smiles and gratitude. We shall be inviting Fr. Leo to return to the Parish for a 

proper time of celebration and farewell soon. Fr. Leo remains grateful, and he will never forget you all. Fr 

Leo, never underestimate the lives you have touched in Dover. May God continue to strengthen you with good 

health and wisdom to continue serving the people of God that you will meet in your next mission. Fr. Gabriel. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: We have just celebrated the birth of 

Jesus Christ. A birth that showed God to the world in the human 

form as to change the human history. The human history is what 

John in the gospel continued to reflect on how God came to live 

among us. Jesus as we can see in the gospel is the word of God made 

flesh which existed before the world began. He has been there from 

the beginning and is always in the world but manifested himself in 

the human form through his son Jesus Christ. He came this time to 

bring life again to a troubled world and as John in the gospel puts it, 

he came to his own and they failed to receive him but to us who have accept and believe in him, he gave the 

privilege of being the children of God. With all the blessings and privileges given to us in baptism, we like 

John the Baptist must bear witness to him in the world because we have received grace. When we fail to do 

the will of Jesus, are we showing acceptance of him? As we believe in the messiahship of Jesus Christ, we 

must continue to do his will and proclaim him in the world. It is our time to proclaim Jesus in the world as 

John the Baptist did during his time. May we join St Paul in praising God for blessing us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing as he chose us before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless. 
 

St Paul’s Presbytery 103 Maison Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU 

St Finbarr’s Church, Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3EZ 

Parish Priest: Fr Leo Illah CSSp 01304 206766, leoillah@rcaos.org.uk 

        Asst: Fr Gabriel Onoyima CSSp 01304 206766 gabrielonoyima@rcaos.org.uk      

Asst: Fr Jamie Houghton 07955 242324 jameshoughton@rcaos.org.uk  

Deacon Barry Barton: 07715 546938 barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Secretary: 07936 573155 dover@rcaos.org.uk 

St Finbarr’s: aylesham@rcaos.org.uk 

Dover SVP Conference: 07596 544109 

Parish website: www.Parishofthegoodshepherd.uk 

Parish Giving: www.Parishofthegoodshepherd.uk/giving/  

 St Paul’s Mass Live Streaming: www.churchservices.tv/dover 

https://www.youtube.com/@stpaulsdoverstfinbarrsayle7499/streams 
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LOST and FOUND A ring has been found in St Paul’s church.  If you have lost one please contact Mary in the 

parish office tel 07936 573155. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION (FHC) 2026 GROUP FHC classes at St Paul’s and St Finbarr’s has begun. 

FHC classes at St Paul’s will be in the hall on Saturdays at 9.30am and at St Finbarr’s in the church on Sundays 

at 9.30am.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR Jeanette Peters who has died. Jeanette was a parishioner of St Finbarr’s.  Funeral details 

to follow. Also, please pray for Kenneth Atmore, Brian Atmore’s brother, who passed peacefully away at home 

on 30th December. May Jeanette and Kenneth Rest in Peace, Amen. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE There will be no coffee after this morning’s Mass. The Sunday Morning 

coffee team are in desperate need of more volunteers to enable it to continue.   Please contact Anne Castle if you 

would be willing to join the rota. Tel 07833 593599 
 

THE ADULT RCIA COURSE is on a break and will restart on Monday, 19th January 2026. 
 

HOLY ROSARY AND BIBLE STUDY AT ST PAUL’S. Holy Rosary and Bible studies will reconvene this 

Thursday, 8th January at 9.30am and the bible study immediately after the 10.00am Mass. OT Book of Exodus. 
 

MUSTARD SEEDS CHILDREN'S LITURGY Mustard Seeds children's liturgy group will be moving to 11am 

Mass from Sunday 18th January. We shall meet on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.  This is in effort to increase 

our numbers, as they have dwindled over the last year at the 9am mass.  All primary school children are invited to join 

us.  Younger children may attend with a parent or older sibling (they need to be able to join in & toilet trained).  Please 

join us to share the gospel in a fun and interactive way. Thanks, Laura, Maeve, Henry and Jan. 
 

WINTER SOUP KITCHEN (WSK) ST PAUL’S CHURCH HALL: Every Sunday afternoon from 4pm - 

6pm. We provide a warm space for those who are homeless or lonely or just needing a place to chat on a Sunday.  
 

ADMISSION TO PRIMARY SCHOOL IN KENT 2026, ST RICHARD’S, DOVER AND ST 

JOSEPH’S,  AYLESHAM Apply online at https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-

places/primary-school closes midnight on Thursday, 15th January 2026, for children born between 1 September 

2021 and 31 August 2022, transferring to Primary School in September 2026.  
 

MARY’S MEALS. Mary’s Meals is looking for volunteers. Could you spare a few hours during the year to help? 

We are looking for parish reps, volunteer speakers (training and support provided!) and volunteers who can help at 

events. We are very much a volunteer-led movement, so any little you can offer will make a huge difference to the 

children we serve in some of the world’s poorest communities. Please contact Roy Peachey 

(roy.peachey@marysmeals.org or 07593 447297) if you can help. To find out more about Mary’s Meals, please 

visit marysmeals.org.uk. Thank you for your support! 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2026 (ADVANCED NOTICE) Come and celebrate the 

Week’s overall theme, ‘One Body, One Spirit', Ephesians 4:4 with Christians from different denominations across 

Dover, through different facilitated daily themes. ALL ARE WELCOME. Deacon Barry, WPCU 2026 

Coordinator 07715 546938 barrybarton@rcaos.org.uk  
 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2026 - SCHEDULED 
 

Date and Time Venue Daily Themes Organisational Lead 

Monday 19th January, 10.30 am 

Refreshments 

St Paul’s Church Hall 

Dover 

Our Call to Unity David Slater 

Dover Port Chaplaincy 

Tuesday 20th January, 10.30 am 

Refreshments 

St Paul’s Church Hall 

Dover 

The Bond of Peace Alan Boxall 

Dover Food Bank 

Wednesday 21st January, 10.30 am 

Refreshments 

St Paul’s Church Hall 

Dover 

Bearing with One 

Another in Love 

Noel Beamish 

Dover Sunrise Cafe 

Thursday 22nd January, 10.30 am 

Refreshments 

St Paul’s Church Hall 

Dover 

Call to One Hope Carol Boxall 

Dover Street Pastors 

Friday 23rd January, 10.30 am 

Refreshments 

St Paul’s Church Hall 

Dover 

One God Over All Peter Wallace 

Dover Outreach Centre 

Sunday 25th January, 3pm  St Paul’s Catholic Church, 

Dover 

Ecumenical 

Worship Service 

St Paul’s Clergy 
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THE STELLA MARIS SCHOOL OF ICONOGRAPHICS begins its second year in Our Lady Help of Christians 

parish hall, Folkestone, on 10th January.  Local Catholics who would like to join this serious training in sacred art 

and can commit to 3 hours every Saturday, plus homework, would be especially welcome.  They should contact Amanda 

de Pulford on 07756142519. 
 

JOIN THE INAUGURAL STELLA MARIS LOURDES PILGRIMAGE: MON 25th – SAT 30th MAY 2026. We 

warmly welcome serving or retired seafarers, fishers, and their families to spend six grace-filled days of prayer, healing, 

and fellowship in the beautiful sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes. All major costs will be covered (including travel, 

accommodation, and meals), making it possible for anyone to join and fully enjoy the pilgrimage without worry. To 

register your interest, or request further information: Rev Dcn John Fogarty: john.fogarty@stellamarismail.org  

07986 723015 Hugh Ramsay: hugh.ramsay@stellamarismail.org  07432 654032 
 
 

Parish of the Good Shepherd Dover and Aylesham 

‘Called to Bear Fruit’: Parish Renewal, 2025 

 
 

Mustard Seed Children’s Liturgy 
 

Every First & Third Sunday 11am 
Next – 18th January 2026 

 

St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover 

 

St Jude’s Prayer Group 
 

Every Third Monday 2pm – 3pm 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

First Holy Communion Preparation 
 

 

Every Saturday 9.30am 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

First Holy Communion Preparation 
 

 

Every Sunday 9.30am 
 

St Finbarr’s, Aylesham 
 

Winter Soup Kitchen  
 

Every Sunday 4pm – 6pm 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

Fides Prayer Group 
 

Every Wednesday 6:40pm for 7pm 

Resumes 14th January 2026 

 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 

 

Junior Youth Group 
 

Every First Saturday 1pm – 4pm 

 
 

St Paul’s Hall, Dover 
 

RCIA Course 
 

Every Monday 7pm 
Resumes 19th January 

 

St Paul’s Upper Hall, Dover 

 

CATECHISM ON THE INCARNATION: Why is Jesus Christ God? 

Jesus Christ is God; He is the only Son of God, having the same divine nature as His Father: 

Jesus Christ is the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, who from eternity proceeds by true spiritual generation 

from the Father. We believe Jesus Christ is God because God Himself revealed this truth: first, through the 

Prophets of the Old Testament who foretold that the promised Redeemer would be God; second, through Christ 

Himself, who claimed to be God and confirmed His own testimony by the holiness of His life, by the 

fulfillment of His prophecies, and by the miracles He worked in His own name and by His own power, 

especially His Resurrection. 
 

Why is the Nativity important for our faith? The Nativity reveals the mystery of the Incarnation: 

God became man so that man might share in the life of God. Through the birth of Jesus: God enters human 

history: Salvation begins to unfold visibly: Humanity is lifted up and redeemed. “For us men and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven” (Nicene Creed). (Catechism of the Catholic Church- CCC456) 
 

Why was Jesus born in poverty? Jesus was born in a manger because there was no room at the inn (Luke 

2:7). This teaches us that: God chooses humility over power.  Christ identifies with the poor and marginalized. 

True greatness is found in love and self-giving. The manger becomes the first altar where God offers himself 

to the world. (CCC 525) 

Please Pray for those who are unwell: 
 

St Finbarr’s: Audrey Stitt, Elisabet Sulianti, Gabriela le Bohec, Charlie Golden, Tina Isaacs, Ray Deverson, Lucy Purbrick, Amanda 

Dennis, Jadon Michael Kalp, Denise Mastro, Tara Conklin, Jamie Chitwood. 
 

St Paul’s: Mary Mee, Carol Manton, Oliver O’Connor, Helen Scopes, John Doyle, Maria Frost, Roz & Rob Pain, Rosa Mazzitelli, David 

Meadows, Roselene Hindle, Sr Rani Xavier, Thanima Jayan,  Janice & Livra Fernandes, Catriona Stark, Mary Pressnell, Gaby Anaya 

Amor, Pat Evans, Shirley Lazarus, Shirley Jefford, Gail White, Neil Stevens, John & Joyce Nix, Bailey Turner, Peggy Merrell, Ryan 

Whittall, Iris (Tilly) Ball, Jean Ann Dowle, Norman Woolhouse, Ted Peel, Christopher Browne, Angela, Alice Wilson, Angela Henbrey, 

Madison Woodall, Elisa Gomez Melero, Ann Tomalak, Cathy Huntley, Emin Jain, Pat & Patricia Sherratt, Chris Roy, Mary Mee.  
 

Please Pray for those whose death anniversaries occur this week: 
 

St Finbarr’s: James Paul Onions, Eric Daniel Deary, Grady Golden, Helen Branwell  

St Paul’s: William Webster, Mary Jones, Charles Noseda, Joan Jarvis, Winifred Blackman, Nora Kelly, Anne Rosemary Vaughn, 

Kenneth Clark, Barbara McGarry, Martin Coyne, Mary McWhirney, Kathleen Docket, Constance Doolin, Catherine Payne, Mary, 

Countess de Font, Flo Cannon, Norah Amy Barton, Amy Madge Newell, Frances Catherine Sims, Barbara Ann King, Ellen Maud 

Lynch, Patrick Gore, Richard Willson, Gerry Nardone. 

George Baker, Martin Healy, Patricia Donald, Tony Neve. 



 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. FINBARR’S 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

THE NATIVITY 

 

Sunday 

4th January  

 

9.30am 
 

11am 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation in Church 
 

Mass for Peace in the Holy Land in 2026 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE 

LORD 

Tuesday  

6th January 

 

7pm 
 

Mass for The Sick of the Parish 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

7th January 

 

10am 
 

Mass for The Success of Parish Projects  

 

 

 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

 

Sunday 

11th January  
 

 

 

9.30am 
 

11am 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation in Church 
 

Mass for Fr. Gabriel’s Ministry 

EVENTS THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

THE MOST HOLY NAME 

OF JESUS 

Saturday 

3rd January  

9.30am 

10am 

   

5pm 
 

6pm 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation in the hall 

Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Fr. Leo’s Ministry in 

Manchester 

Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm) 
 

Mass for G/E Robert MacKenzie (Keith and Theresa) 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

THE NATIVITY 

Sunday 

4th January 

9am 

 

11am 

3pm 

4pm 

Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Onorina Wilson) 

NO Coffee after Mass 

Mass for Fr. Leo in his new Ministry  (Moya) 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm 

 
Monday 

5th January 
   10am 

 

Mass for Mary Countess de Front ‘F’  

Jonas Csik (Gizela) 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE 

LORD 

       

Tuesday 

6th January 
  10am 

7pm 
 

Mass for Jim Knott RIP (Tina Irving-James) 

Mass for People of the Parish 

SAINT RAYMOND OF 

PENYAFORT 

PRIEST 

Wednesday 

7th January 

 

10am 

 

Mass for Peter Grilli RIP (Keith and Theresa) 

 
Thursday 

8th January 

 

9.30am 

10am 

10.30am 
 

Holy Rosary 

Ordinariate Mass for Peace in Ukraine in 2026 

Bible Study in the Hall 

 
Friday 

9th  January 
10am 

 

Mass for G/E Michael Golding (Sheila) 

 
Saturday 

10th January  

 

9.30am 

10am        

5pm 

6pm 
 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation in the hall 

Mass in St. Edmund’s Chapel for Peter Grilli RIP (Sheila) 

Confessions in the Church (until 5:45pm) 

Mass for Fr. Gabriel’s Ministry 
 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Sunday 

11th January 

9am 

 

11am 

3pm 

4pm 

Mass for Fiona Heyes RIP (Sheila) 

Coffee after Mass 

Mass for G/E Fr. Leo (Mary) 

Exposition and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Winter Soup Kitchen in the Hall until 6pm 

 

 

 

 

• Accommodating 

• Knows his/her priorities 

• Interior life 

• Lectio divina 

• Visit to the Blessed Sacrament 

• Holy Hour 

• Formed missionaries 

• Can see the relation of the Word 

of God to their lives 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT EMAIL 

Stephen Carton for St Finbarr’s ayleshamsg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

Keith Wells for St Paul’s doversg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

Zoroaster Bordios for St Paul’s doversg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

For a newsletter emailed weekly, or to suggest articles/additions, contact the Editor: dovernewsletter@rcaos.org.uk 

Newsletter items received after 6pm Thursday may not be included that week. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles. 
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark CIO Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050 
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Readings for Sunday 

4th January 2026 
 

 

First Reading               Sirach 24:1-2. 8-12 
 

The wisdom of God has dwelt in the chosen people. 
 

Wisdom will praise herself and will boast in the midst of her 

people. In the assembly of the Most High she will open her 

mouth, and in the presence of his forces she will boast: ‘Then 

the Creator of all things commanded me, and the one who 

created me gave my tent a resting place. And he said, “Make 

your dwelling in Jacob and in Israel receive your 

inheritance.” From eternity, in the beginning, he created me, 

and for eternity I shall not cease to exist. In the holy 

tabernacle I ministered before him, and so I was established 

in Sion. In the beloved city likewise he gave me a resting 

place, and in Jerusalem was my dominion. So I took root in 

an honoured people, in the portion of the Lord, his 

inheritance.’ 

 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20. ℟12a 
 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

Or: Alleluia  

 

O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD! 

O Sion, praise your God! 

He has strengthened the bars of your gates; 

he has blessed your children within you. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

Or: Alleluia    

He established peace on your borders; 

he gives you your fill of finest wheat. 

He sends out his word to the earth, 

and swiftly runs his command. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  
Or: Alleluia 

He reveals his word to Jacob; 

to Israel, his decrees and judgements. 

He has not dealt thus with other nations; 

he has not taught them his judgements. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

Or: Alleluia 
 

 

 

Second Reading   Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 
 

‘He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus.’ 
 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption 

to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

 

 

 

        For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 

the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, I do not 

cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation 

in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 

enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 

he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints. 
 

 

Acclamation before the Gospel 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed among the nations. 

Glory to you, O Christ, believed in throughout the world. 

Alleluia.                     Cf. 1 Timothy 3:16 

 

 

Gospel         John 1:1-18 
 

‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’ 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through him, and without him was not 

any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 

might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 

to bear witness about the light. 

     The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 

his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, who were born, not of 

blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 

of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, glory as of the Only Begotten 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness 

about him, and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He 

who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 

me.” ’ 

  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the 

only begotten God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 

him known. 

 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 


