How revolting are you?		Matthew 16 13-20

“Not All of Us Can Do Great Things. 
But We Can Do Small Things With 
Great Love” (Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta)

In life we can meet some revolting people who make an impact on us. Perhaps, there may be some revolting people here right now in this congregation? Maybe, just maybe, the person you are sitting next to is one of those revolting individuals? But, stepping back for a moment, have you ever thought that you might be a revolting person? 

Revolutions occur because the people are revolting.  Revolting because they are against a tax, a war, an injustice, or whatever else which is causing a grievance.  Revolutions are usually costly. The possibly of a threat to life, or the stability of a society.  Terry Deary, the author behind the popular Horrible Histories stories on television wrote, “It’s common knowledge that the rich and powerful always look after their own, and the working people are always revolting.  But every so often, a new group manages to seize power, and it changes history.”

Over the last 2000 years Christians have certainly changed the course of history.  The whole message of Christianity can be revolting to modern society. Our Lady said in her Magnificat
· “He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
· And lifted up the lowly;
· He has filled the hungry with good things,
· And sent the rich empty away.”

From his Sermon on the Mount, his parables, and his opposition to the religious leaders of his day, the Gospel of Jesus was certainly revolutionary. For him, the kingdom of God is an upside-down kingdom, because its values are contrary to the ways of this world. Jesus himself overthrew the tables of the money changers because he was angry with how the Temple was being corrupted from being a place of worship. (John 2 v 13-16) Such action is known as ‘righteous anger.’ In that sense, as Christians, we are all called to have a ‘righteous anger’ against the evils of this world.

Only in this past week, a Nigerian bishop has warned that the Church in Europe has lost much of her “moral authority” by becoming too closely aligned with secular power, and the values of the surrounding culture.  Adding that secularism may pose an even greater danger to Christianity than persecution.

Whether we like it or not, Jesus has called each one of us to be ‘revolting.’ His Gospel inspires us to care for the poor and oppressed in the world.  We are called to share the Gospel and change society so that the oppressed are given a voice to be heard. Jesus constantly spoke up for the poor and oppressed living under the Romans occupation.	 He vented his anger against the pharisees who burdened the poor with all their Laws (Luke 20 v 45-47).

 Every revolution has a leader. Jesus said that the people were like sheep without a shepherd and that he was the Good Shepherd who knows his people by name  The Good Shepherd is prepared to lay down his life for the sheep, not like a hireling.


2.

When we gather together Sunday by Sunday in our parishes, we can appear to be revolting to some people outside the church. We need to understand that the church is, in essence, a revolutionary movement affirming the teachings of Jesus, which are counter-culture to today’s worldly values. This happens more openly every time when there are large gatherings of Christians on Pilgrimages at the holy shrines where Mary has appeared.  There, the faithful are making a united statement celebrating the life and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. Many pilgrims hold up banners in processions to honour Mary and the saints.  When a Pope makes a pilgrimage abroad, millions gather to see him and hear his revolutionary message of love The world looks on even if it doesn’t accept our creed.

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus has taken his disciples away from Galilee and the crowds. Here, on the Road to Caesarea Philippi, away from the crowds, Jesus wanted to share his Messianic secret with them. A secret that would, in time, endanger all of their lives, now that Jesus is about to head to Jerusalem and certain death. Jesus begins by asking his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” With no hesitation the disciples name the celebrities from their tradition. Elijah, John the Baptist, or Jeremiah the prophet. All of whom are known as announcers of the new Messianic Age to come.

It is only when the disciples had stopped telling Jesus what others had said that he turns the question on them and says: “But you, who do you say I am.” His question is greeted with a long silence. Now the pressure was on them for an honest answer. Who was going to have the courage to speak first? Eventually, it was left to Peter. He says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus praises Peter for his answer. He affirms that he is indeed the promised Messiah, the ‘Christ’, and Peter will be “The rock on which he will build his Church.” But for now, they are sworn to secrecy, “Not to tell anyone that he was the Christ,” otherwise it would undermine his mission as well as their safety.

As with the disciples, Jesus asks each one of us the same question. Possibly the most important question of our lives. “Who do you say I am?” It is a question that many people try to ignore. This is because of what it might mean for them. It is a call to revolt against much of what society values. It means changing the way they choose to live out their lives which will cause opposition. Like Peter, we can affirm that Jesus is indeed, “The Christ, the Son of God,” or we can reject his claims that he is “God’s anointed”, saying that he was just a good man, or even mad.

If we do accept in our hearts that Jesus is indeed God’s Son, then we need to recognize that this will have a major impact on our lives, as it did for the first disciples of Jesus. We have to become God’s revolting people. To put it another way. Instead of saying “My will be done.”
It will mean taking the words of the Lord’s Prayer to heart and saying “Thy will be done.”
And, as it was for the first disciples, this decision may well be costly for us too, Jesus had warned them by saying, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily.”

The English writer and Philosopher G. K. Chesterton once said, “If there were no God, there would be no atheists.” We live in a world in which it’s all to easy to feel embarrassed, or hesitant, to speak up about our Catholic faith. As followers of Jesus, we need to be aware of the words of St. Paul who wrote, “Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.”
3.

As modern disciples of Jesus, we are called never to feel intimidated to announce the message of Jesus, because God knows how much it is needed in the world of today. If we, each in our own way, pronounced peace, or joy, or love, or justice, then the world will be more loving, joyful, peace-filled and just place. This is the simplicity, and the power of proclaiming Jesus today.

I am proud to be a Catholic. I trust you are, too. Together, we can take the courage not to hide our faith from others. Together, we can be much stronger in a faith that refuses to accept the ways of the world. I trust that every person you are sitting next to in church today is wanting to be a revolting person for the Lord.

I’ll finish by repeating again the words of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
“Not All of Us Can Do Great Things. 
But We Can Do Small Things with great Love” 

Reflection:
· In a moment of reflection let us commend to God all who suffer for their Christian faith in many parts of our world.
· Give us the courage to speak out, when we are called to witness to the truth of the Gospel be it in the work place, or with our neighbour.

Prayer:
Almighty God, as those who seek to be your witnesses in a minority situation where your claims are largely ignored or denied, we pray that we may bear our Christian witness by who we are.  
Give us true holiness of character, and the courage not to be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.  We ask this through Christ our living Lord.
Amen.



 

