One in Christ, United in Mission		Matthew 22 v 15-21

A young member of a congregation in London had a job working in the library of a major national newspaper. In the library the newspaper kept files of old cuttings about every well-known person. The files were kept in rows of long shelves. They were separated into ‘living people’ and ‘dead people.’

One day, the young man was looking through the files of dead people and came across a large file marked, ‘Jesus Christ.’ The young man glanced over his shoulder to check that no one was looking. He then quickly moved the file from the ‘dead people’ to the ‘living people’ section. To anyone looking for Jesus among the files of dead people, the angels would say, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” 
(Luke 24 v 5-6) Our whole faith expresses that Jesus has conquered death, and has risen from the dead.

Today, some people would try to tell us that the Church is dead. Yes, the sad truth is that some churches are dead. Dead to the joy of celebrating a risen Lord. Dead to the power of the Holy Spirit working through them. As I have shared with you before: “A church that does not evangelise will fossilise.” But, in reality, the Church is anything but dead, wherever Christians come together to worship him in body and in Spirit. In his Letters Saint Paul teaches us that the Church is the ‘Body of Christ’ with Christ as its head. It is a living body made up of many people who witness the love of God in their daily lives.

Christians are not historians, keeping alive the story of a dead founder and his teachings.
[bookmark: _Hlk242972059]Christians are a ‘living community of believers’ who witness the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus.in their everyday lives. They want not only to share this Good News of Jesus with others, but they also want to reach out to others who are in need. An old saying puts it well: ‘A church that does not send out is very near its end.’ As Jesus commanded his disciples before his Ascension,  ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptising them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.’  2000 years later Jesus wants to send us out to proclaim to the Gospel to the whole world.

Today the Church celebrates the centenary of World Mission Sunday. It was two hundred years ago, that a young woman from Lyon, in France, founded, ‘The Association of the Propagation of the Faith, which we now know as Missio. Many of you will be familiar with the Missio red collection boxes. It was in 1922 that Pius XI designated Missio to be the official mission-funding body for the entire Church. Four years later, one hundred years ago, the Pope established World Mission Sunday to be celebrated every year by every Catholic community throughout the world.

We do not need to be reminded that we live in troubled times Many powerful men of this world are threatened by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Caesars of this world demand unconditional obedience to their will, tolerating no dissent. They lie, cheat, squander, exploit, wage war, sow division and happily flout God’s most basic commandment. All that sounds all too familiar to us living in the 21st century.

In today’s Gospel reading when Jesus responded that “we should give to Caesar what is Caesar’s,” he certainly didn’t mean that we submit without question to those who clearly act against the teachings of the Gospel. The Gospel arms us with the truth against the lies of this world.
2.

People of this world don’t like it, and consequently attack us for telling the truth to try and silence us. That has been the history of the Church from its very beginnings.

Saint Paul reminds us in today’s second reading that we are chosen and loved by God.
That promise carries a responsibility. The responsibility to share our faith in word and action.
We are called to be missionaries wherever we are, and called to support the global mission of the Church. It is by giving to God what is God’s, that we challenge those values that are contrary to the Gospel.

On this occasion of the centenary of World Mission Sunday, Pope Leo has chosen the theme of ‘One in Christ, united in mission.’ Pope Leo has called us to keep our gaze fixed on the Lord, so that Jesus may truly be at the centre of our lives and our churches. The centre of every word and action. As Saint Paul wrote to the Galatians, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”

I began by saying that Jesus is not dead, he is risen from the dead, Neither is his is Church dead. Yes, some churches may be dead, particularly in Western Europe, but that is not the case world-wide where it is rapidly growing. The world at its worst needs the Church at its best. That is where we come in. O cold church is like cold butter. It will never spread very well.

Finally, I am reminded of this old story which has much to teach us on mission: A legend recounts the return of Jesus to heaven after his time on earth.

Jesus returned bearing the marks of his earthly pilgrimage with its cruel cross and shameful death. The angel Gabriel approached him and said, “Master, you must have suffered terribly for people down there.” “I did,” said Jesus. “And,” continued Gabriel, “Do they now know all about how you loved them, and what you did for them?” “Oh no,” said Jesus. “Not yet. Right now, only and handful of people in Israel know.”

Gabriel was perplexed. “Then what have you done,” he asked, “To let all people know about your love for them?” Well, I have asked Peter, James, John and a few others to tell people about me. Those who are told will in turn tell others, and the Gospel will be spread to the farthest reaches of the globe. Ultimately, all of humankind will hear about me, and what I have done on their behalf.”

Gabriel frowned, and looked skeptical. He knew people weren’t dependable“Yes,” he said, “but what if Peter, James and John grow weary?  What if the people who come after them forget? And what if, way down in the 20th and 21st centuries, people get too busy to bother telling others about you. Haven’t you made any other plans?” “No, I have made no other plans, Gabriel,” Jesus answered, “I’m counting on them.”

This Mission Sunday we are reminded that Jesus is counting on us to share his love for others.
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Prayer:
As we celebrate 100 years of World Mission Sunday, we give thanks to God for the mission of the Church in the world. Let us pray to the heavenly Father that all Christians may be one in Christ and united in the mission of love and the proclamation of the Gospel. 
We pray especially for the work of Missio across the world: may our prayers and our gifts enable missionaries to share their faith and God’s great love which transforms the hearts and lives of those who welcome it. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

