All Saints 2026			Matthew 5 v 1-12

A beggar called at the house of Rabbi Shmelke and pleaded with him for some money. The gentle-hearted Rabbi, noting the beggar’s ragged clothing and undernourished body, was moved with pity. Unfortunately, however, he had no money in his pockets, and he knew that there was no money in the house. Nevertheless, he asked the beggar to wait awhile and went searching through the cupboards and drawers in the hope that he might find some object of value. Eventually, he found his wife’s treasured diamond ring. Seizing it, he dashed to the door and handed it to the beggar.

A moment or so later, Rabbi Shmelke’s wife returned and learned about what happened.
She wept aloud, and asked her husband to run after the beggar, because the ring was worth at least 150 shekels. The Rabbi immediately obeyed his wife’s command, and pursued after the beggar. When he caught up with him, he put his hand on his shoulder and breathlessly gasped. “The ring I gave you is worth 150 shekels. Whatever you do, don’t sell it for less.”

Richard Cushing said:
“Saints are all right in heaven, but they are hell on earth.”   

Whether we like it or not, the saints amongst us have that habit of showing up our selfishness and our weaknesses. It makes them really annoying as we know we fall short of how we live out our Christian faith. They have a generosity to others, and a patience, that tests us in the way we live and think. I may be a priest, but that doesn’t stop me being selfish, and deaf to the needs of others in my behaviour. I am challenged by those Christians who do so much for others in many practical ways. When I see those working at the Dover night Shelter and Outreach Centre. When I see the Street pastors who give up their time to help others who have become vulnerable in the dead of night. When I see those working in our hospitals and care homes. When I see a truly simple life style and the joy it brings.

There are some people in our church community who never seem to stop doing good. 
Whenever I see them, they are serving, or washing up, praying for someone, encouraging others, offering to take food to the sick, or doing some other kind act.  They give generously to the work of the church. They do all these things with such grace and enthusiasm. They never seem to tire of doing good.

In contrast, in our present society, the term ‘do-gooder’ has come to be used more as an insult.  But doing good should not be seen in this way.  Jesus, ‘went around doing good’ as we read in Acts 10:38. St Paul writes to Titus, ‘Remind the people… to be ready to do whatever is good’  His desire is that those who have trusted in God ‘devote themselves to doing what is good.’

To quote John Wesley, ‘Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.’

These unsung heroes are the ‘blessed’ that we heard about into today’s Gospel reading. In the Beatitudes Jesus is telling us about having the right attitudes towards the Christian life.
Attitudes that not only lead us to a better and purer life, but attitudes that are truly blessed as 
we make our pilgrimage on earth as Christ did through his life.

2.

The English poet, Philip Larkin, loved visiting old churches. He wrote a poem in 1954 about one such visit. It is about how he wandered about inside a church, stood in the pulpit where said a few words, and signed the visitor’s book. He thought the place empty, and without meaning. And yet, he kept visiting these places, and felt drawn to them. He was drawn to these churches because he recognised within himself, that they provided a sacred space. A sacred space that was missing in his life. He wrote “The graves of the long dead in the churchyard cause us to pause and think. Is life a journey? In England’s green and pleasant land there are so many churches dedicated to Saint Mary and All Saints.”

Many of the people who came to these churches of old are now counted among the saints of heaven. Their names are only ‘known to God,’ for God knows all our names and all our stories. Those stories are entwined, through faith, with the story of our Lord who walked this earth, who died, and rose again. In the same way, it is through our faith in the Lord that we come know for ourselves, as the children of God, our destiny. Our destiny is to become as pure as Christ himself.

Today’s Feast of All Saints encourages us to look beyond the well-known saints of the Church. Instead, we are encouraged to think about “the great cloud of witnesses” who, down through the centuries, have done their best to live out their lives as disciples of Jesus, usually in unspectacular ways. The vast crowd of saints gathered together are rather like a vast crowd in a sports stadium. Today, we want to give them a rousing cheer. These are the members of our parishes, and families, who would never think of themselves as being “saints”, but have tried to live out their lives according to the teachings of Jesus, and are now in the presence of God.

A fact that I have shared with you before is that most of the canonised saints have come from the ranks of the clergy, or the religious orders in the Church. This is highly misleading. It leads us the idea that the clergy, and the religious are better than the laity when it comes to being a disciple of Jesus. This is patently untrue. Such thinking has often been fostered by speaking of someone’s “vocation” as being a special, and a direct calling from God. The truth is that the vocation of all Christians is to be a disciple of Jesus as the people of God in his Church. The vocation for all of us in our Christian life began with our baptism. How each one of us lives out our baptismal calling will differ one from another.

When we look at the first disciples of Jesus, we need to remember that they were ordinary folk who had been trying their best to scratch a living before they were called by Jesus. It was a costly decision for them to leave all to follow Jesus. They had left family and livelihoods. Now they were to go further, as Jesus shared in the Beatitudes.

On our journey of faith, we will mourn, face persecution and insult, be called to align ourselves with the poor, hunger and thirst for righteousness, exercise mercy, be purified of heart, and bring peace.   It is in these Christian attitudes, through which we proclaim our identity as followers of the Lord.

As I shared at the Mass last Thursday, Jesus often spoke about reading the ‘signs of the times.’ We are called to do the same.

3.

It comes as no surprise that as our nation turns away from its Christian roots, and the Christian teachings that were the backbone of English legislation in Parliament, that our society is becoming divided, and struggling with its identity. Thankfully, we are not without hope. There are saints among us, as it were, that are prepared to be the prophets of our time, often at great cost to themselves.  But, as with all prophets over the ages, people don’t want to listen to them, and their lives become endangered.

In the USA the murder of Charlie Kirk was a good example of this.

For us, the Catholic Church is a beacon of hope and truth against the lies of this world. A world that is not happy with the truth.
· Therefore, it should not be surprised that more and more young people, aged under 35, are turning to the Church having become disillusioned with the creed of the secular world. Like them, we need to read the signs of the times, and seek refuge together under Jesus Christ and his Church.

Oscar Wilde was right when he said, “The only difference between a saint and a sinner is that every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future.”

That is the joy and hope of our Christian discipleship. Yes, we may have messed up in the past. We may have been selfish and lived only for ourselves, rather than accept our responsibilities to others. But God can free us from the past so that we can change; to become the saints he has called us to be.

Reflection:
In a moment of reflection, let us hang on to the words of Saint Paul, “Remind the people … to be ready to do whatever is good.”

Prayer:
Father, we rejoice in the company of saints who fill heaven with your praise.  May we, like them, remain faithful to you, and filled with faith and trust, so that we find true happiness.
We ask this though Jesus Christ our risen Lord and Saviour. Amen.

